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Street racing a problem in Anoka County

By Jonathan Young
Managing Editor

Police in Anoka Coun-
ty are combating a danger-
ous trend that has grown
during the coronavirus
pandemic: street racing.

Cities such as Ano-
ka, Blaine, Coon Rapids
and Fridley have reported
problems with street rac-

ers, sometimes in groups
of 100 or more, gather-
ing and causing property
damage, noise and poten-
tial road hazards.

“I would say it started
last year during COVID
when people were looking
for things to do,” Coon
Rapids police Capt. John
Stahnke said.

The large groups are

fairly well organized and
move around from week
to week, he said.

“Our biggest issues
have been along Coon
Rapids Boulevard and, of
course, on the highways,”
Stahnke said. “And they
like to congregate in the
middle of the night at the
Foley park and ride.”

Blaine police had sim-

ilar issues at a park and
ride last year and have
seen some racers in the
southern part of the city,
according to Blaine police
Capt. Mark Boerboom.

On June 19, Fridley
police reported dispersing
about 100 street racers
along East River Road in
the city’s industrial area
in the southern part of

the city, where they like to
congregate.

“They’ve been partic-
ipating in burnouts and
damaging parking lots ...
in the southern end of the
city,” Fridley police Lt.
Kevin Titus said.

Street racing in Minne-
apolis received attention

Continued on 6A
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Will Hultquist and his son Drew, 5, take a phot

o together on a ride at the Coon Rapids Fourth of July carnival July 4 outside the Coon Rapids Ice

Center. The city of Coon Rapids held its annual Fourth of July fair July 3-4 after cancelling it last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Families

at the fair rode carnival rides, played games and ate fair food. See more photos from the event on Page 2A.
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Anoka-Hennepin School Board
passes 2021-22 budget

By Emilee Wentland
Staff Writer

The Anoka-Hennepin
School District approved
its 2021-22 budget June
28.

Since the district’s draft
budget was proposed in
May it has adjusted its
estimates of revenue and
expenditures. In May the
district had  estimated
revenue would fall $5.5
million short of last year.
Now it expects revenue
will be only $2.9 million
less than last school year.
The revenue decrease is
mainly due to a $9.3 mil-
lion drop in federal rev-
enue, which is offset by a
$1.3 million increase in
property tax revenue and a
$5 million increase in state
revenue.

The stark decrease in
federal revenue relates to
COVID-19 relief funds
accounted for in last year’s
amended budget.

The general fund expen-
ditures add up to $551.3
million — $4 million less
than 2020-21, or about a
0.7% drop. This is about a
$2.5 million increase from

the May estimate.

The district’s approved
food service fund antici-
pates a $341,022 drop in
total revenue. That ac-
counts for a $423,869 in-
crease in federal revenue,
but more than a half-mil-
lion-dollar drop in local
sales, due to loss in a la
carte sales.

The district will serve
free lunch to all students
again this year.

“[The food service de-
partment is] doing some
conservative  budgeting
with the uncertainty of
the pandemic and the re-
covery and what happens
with the free meals,” Chief
Financial Officer Michelle
Vargas said. “We'’re still
trying to see how that
shakes out with the second
year.”

Serving free lunches
generally means a la carte
sales will continue to de-
crease, because if students
are receiving lunches at
no cost, they likely won’t
spend money on extra
items, Vargas said.

The district should re-
ceive around 55 cents a

meal from the state for the
free lunches, Vargas said.

Even with a $189,715
supply expense increase,
the district’s food service
expenses will decrease by
$115,420 overall due to
a significant decrease in
equipment purchases be-
cause of uncertain fund-
ing.

The community service
fund expects a $2.3 million
increase in revenue and a
$1.8 million increase in ex-
penditures.

This revenue includes a
$1.7 million increase from
Adventures Plus revenue,
anticipating a post-pan-
demic enrollment return
rate of 79%, Vargas said.
The remaining $669,000
is for other community
education programs dis-
trictwide, Vargas said.

The capital projects
fund revenue is down 97%,
to $15,000, and expendi-
tures are down $67.5 mil-
lion, to $14.5 million, be-
cause many major projects
are wrapping up, Vargas
said. The funds balance is
about $11.1 million.

emilee.wentland@apgecm.com

‘One of a kind’

Remembering Al Sannerud

By Emilee Wentland
Staff Writer

Those who knew Al Sannerud remember him as a
kind, generous man who would always lend a helping
hand, no matter the project or reason.

But Anoka resident Dave Bonthius has a particular
phrase he thinks suits Sannerud best: one of a kind.

“I know the term ‘one of a kind’ is maybe overused,
but if it’s ever appropriate to use, it’s for him,” Bonthius
said.

Sannerud, 97, of Ham Lake, died June 28.

Sannerud was a staple in the local community. He
volunteered with numerous charitable causes in addi-
tion to creating a few of his own.

He was named the Minnesota Outstanding Senior
Citizen at the Minnesota State Fair in 2018 when he
was 94, based on his accomplishments since turning 65.
The recognition application stated Sannerud “has worn
dozens (maybe hundreds!) of volunteer hats over the
years.”

To name just a few of those many hats, there was the
Blaine-Ham Lake Rotary, Cars for Neighbors, Bikes 4
Kids, Faith Lutheran Church in Coon Rapids, Faith’s
Global Missions Committee, the Democratic Party and
the Children’s Shelter of Cebu.

“Around this area, anyone that’s really involved with
the Anoka County area, chances are pretty good they’re
going to know this guy,” Bonthius said.

At Faith Lutheran Church, Sannerud helped form a
men’s group called FROGS — Faith Retired Old Guys.

In 2000, Sannerud co-founded Free to Be, now
known as Cars for Neighbors, a nonprofit that provides
restored cars to those in need.

Continued on 6A
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last month after stray bul-
lets killed two bystanders
at illegal events, but the
activity has grown in pop-
ularity across the country
during the pandemic, ac-
cording to the Associat-
ed Press, and some states
have passed laws aimed at
curbing the problem.

In Anoka County, de-
partments are coordinat-
ing with each other and
increasing police presence
in some areas where the
racers tend to show up.

Titus said Fridley po-
lice are also encouraging

business owners to post
no-trespassing  signs if
they don’t want people
congregating in the area.

According to Anoka
Police Chief Eric Peter-
son, officers participating
in the Toward Zero Deaths
traffic safety program typ-
ically work details target-
ing DWI and distracted
driving, but recently ille-
gal street racing has been
on the radar. On a single
Saturday in May officers
in Anoka County made
125 stops and six arrests
related to street racing,
Peterson said, calling the
activity “very dangerous.”

Ultimately safety is the

noa County
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goal of the enforcement
activities, according to
Stahnke.

“It’s important from a
police standpoint that we
enforce traffic laws to keep
every motorist safe while
on the roadways,” he said.

Racers who don’t fol-
low traffic laws pose a dan-
ger to others.

“They like to drive fast,
take chances,” Stahnke
said. “They’re traveling at
high speeds, and that just
increases the risks and the
danger to every motorist
on the highway.”

jonathan.young@apgecm.com

Man dies after motorcycle crash in Coon Rapids

A 44-year-old motorcy-
clist is dead after a crash
with a vehicle June 30 in
Coon Rapids. The Ano-
ka County Sheriff’s Of-
fice identified the man as
Adam Glenn Bergstrom
of Coon Rapids.

According to the Sher-
iff’s Office, around 4:04
pm. June 30 the Coon
Rapids Police Depart-
ment, Coon Rapids Fire
Department, and Sher-
iff’s Office were called to

a crash involving a motor-
cycle and vehicle at 119th
Avenue Northwest and
Hanson Boulevard North-
west.

It appears Bergstrom
was headed north on Han-
son Boulevard and a fe-
male driver was traveling
south on Hanson Boule-
vard from the Lions Coon
Creek Park entrance when
they crashed, according to
the Sheriff’s Office.

Bergstrom wasn’t wear-
ing a helmet and was de-
clared dead on the scene.
The woman wasn’t in-
jured.

The investigation into
the incident is still in the
early stages by the Coon
Rapids Police Depart-
ment, Minnesota State
Patrol, Midwest Medical
Examiner’s Office and
Anoka County Sheriff’s
Office.

Al Sannerud,

Continued from Page 1A

With a few Coon Rap-
ids Kiwanis members in
2011, Sannerud helped
form Bikes 4 Kids, a
nonprofit with a simi-
lar mission as Cars for
Neighbors: to give kids
refurbished bikes and hel-
mets.

Sannerud used his farm
in Ham Lake to store the
bikes. Bikes 4 Kids gets
bike donations from local
shops, recycling centers,
individuals and police de-
partments.

“He was a people per-
son that was passionate
about helping people in
need,” his daughter, Sue
Savarese, said. “You can
tell from the organizations
that he helped found. ...
He was kind of the busi-
ness mind behind a lot of
these organizations.”

He got more involved
after retirement, but he
was still active before then,
Savarese said.

Sannerud started his
own accounting practice
— Lake Accounting, now
known as Sannerud, Sa-
varese & Associates — in
Ham Lake when he was
50. Savarese works there
now as a CPA and a man-
aging partner.

He started the firm, Sa-
varese said, to work with
small and family-owned
businesses.

Sannerud was
bored, Savarese said.

Whether he was work-
ing on the farm, riding
on the tractor with the
grandkids, volunteering or
helping new organizations
get started, Sannerud al-
ways had something on
his plate.

“There was always
something he was passion-
ate about,” Savarese said.

Savarese credits her
father with helping Ham
Lake grow from a town-
ship to a city in 1974,

Sannerud could con-
vince anyone to help him
out in his volunteering,

never

of Ham Lake,
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Al Sannerud sits in his bike shop in July 2018 at his
home in Ham Lake, where he collected and refurbished

donated bikes for Bikes 4 Kids.

too, Bonthius said.

“I called him the ‘gen-
tle arm twister,”” Bonthius
said. “He could get people
to do anything. We’d tease
him about it. We’d say, ‘Al,
you twist arms so gently
we don’t even know it, but
you always get us to do
stuff.”

Another playful nick-
name for Sannerud? The
Energizer Bunny.

“Even into his 90s, he
didn’t slow down,” Bon-
thius said. “You could al-
ways go to Al with a proj-
ect and get support of one
kind or another.”

Since Sannerud’s death
in late June, Savarese has
received an outpouring of
positive Facebook com-
ments about her dad.

One of her favorites
said Sannerud was “an
amazing example of what
later life in Christ is all
about.”

“When you finish
working, your life doesn’t
end,” Savarese said. “You
still have so much to
give in your later life, in
your retirement. Being
Christ-centered, you’re
doing as Jesus said to feed
the hungry and ... take

File photo

care of those who are not
as fortunate as we are.”

Sannerud had a clear
purpose in life: to give to
others.

“Having a purpose in
your life is what leads to a
long life,” Savarese said.

In a final act of gener-
osity, Sannerud donated
his body to the Anatomy
Bequest Program at the
University of Minnesota.

Sannerud was preced-
ed in death by his parents
Christian and Margaret,
son Daniel, granddaugh-
ter Kristin and sister Lois.
He is survived by his wife
Margaret; brothers Cur-
tis, Eugene (Sharon), G.
Peder (Sandy); children
Robert (Kim), Paul (Peg-
gy), Susan (Timothy),
James (Mary); grandchil-
dren Erin (Carsten), Eric
(Rachel), Kevin, Bryn,
David, Kiri, Haakon; and
great-grandchildren Kee-
gan and Paxton.

A memorial service for
Sannerud will be held 11
a.m. on Friday, Aug. 6, at
Faith Lutheran Church,
11115 Hanson Blvd. NW
in Coon Rapids. Visitation
begins at 9 a.m.

emilee.wentland@apgecm.com
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July is FREE
WINDOWS MONTH at
Renewal by Andersen.!

Why is July one of the best times to replace your windows?

Because more energy-efficient windows can help you get relief from
your uncomfortably hot home.

Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4” SmartSun™ glass is up to 70%
more energy efficient.” It's engineered to help make your home
cooler this summer.

all before July 31!

ANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

Why have our customers chosen us over another window company?

1. Fibrex® Material
Our exclusive Fibrex material was researched by Andersen for 30 years before it
was installed in even one home. Our Fibrex material is twice as strong as vinyl.

It's almost like getting

FREE WINDOWS
for 1 year

so DOWN

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

%

INTEREST
FOR 1YEAR

SAVE $280

ON EVERY WINDOW'

SAVE $725

ON EVERY ENTRY AND
PATIO DOOR!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues
from the purchase date but is waived if paid
in full within 12 months.

Our window has the elegant look and strength of a wood window, but
our Fibrex material doesn’t demand the same maintenance of wood.?

3. Accountability
There’s no frustrating “middle man” to deal with. We manage the entire process—
from building to installation to the warranty-on windows and doors.

Make your home more secure. Book
R E N E WA L MILITARY PN
/ DISCOUNT ARy

a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.
by ANDERSEN m PARTNER OF THE YEAR

Sustained Excellence
FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
— -— —-—

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $280 off each window and $725 off each entry/patio door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you
purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/4/2021 and 7/31/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase
and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration
of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin,
gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location
for details. License MN:BC130983/W1:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights
reserved. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International
Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. *See limited warranty for details.
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