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Officer-involved shooting injures 1

By Emilee Wentland
Staff Writer

A 26-year-old man is in
stable condition after be-
ing shot by Coon Rapids
police Monday, March 15.
No officers were injured in
the incident.

According to the Coon

Rapids Police Depart-
ment, officers responded
to a call around 4:30 p.m.
March 15 regarding a man
with a gun in his waist-
band who was experienc-
ing mental health issues.
The caller was a relative
concerned the man could
be a threat.

Officers found the man
walking north of Hanson
Boulevard but lost track
of him as he headed to-
ward the 12300 block of
Drake Street. He was later
found in the area, accord-
ing to police.

When officers alleged-
ly saw he had a gun in

his hand, they tried to
de-escalate the situation
by talking to him, but the
man didn’t drop his weap-
on, according to police.

Officers used a “less-
than-lethal” bean bag
shotgun around 4:43 p.m.,
hitting the man with sever-
al rounds, but the man was

still holding the gun and
walking away, according
to police.

Officers attempted to
negotiate again, but to
no avail. They deployed
a second bean bag shot-
gun around 4:49 p.m., but

Continued on 8A

NEW HEIGHTS
FOR CHARITY

- 0ak Grove man to climb
Everest to raise money
for Firefighters for Healing

By Jonathan Young
Managing Editor

Minneapolis Fire Capt.
Scott Coffey was on scene at a
2010 house fire when a back-
draft explosion blew fellow fire-
fighter Jake LaFerriere across a
room, leaving him with severe
burns and ending his career.

Coffey never forgot the
trauma of that day, but he also
found inspiration in the way
LaFerriere moved forward af-
ter his recovery and launched
Firefighters for Healing, a non-
profit that supports burn vic-

tims and first responders.
Now Coffey, an Oak Grove

Continued on 8A
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Scott Coffey, a Minneapolis fire captain from Oak Grove, will attempt to summi

raise money for Firefighters for Healing.
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Against legal
advice, Ramsey
council votes
not to enforce
mask mandate

By Emilee Wentland
Staff Writer

The Ramsey City Council
approved a measure March
9 to prohibit the use of city
resources to enforce Gov.
Tim Walz’s mask mandate
and “any other orders that
infringe on people’s consti-
tutionally protected rights,
especially as it related to
COVID-19.”

The resolution, brought
by Council Members Chel-
see Howell and Ryan Heine-
man, was approved in a 4-3
vote. Mayor Mark Kuzma
and Council Members Chris
Riley and Matt Woestehoff
dissented.

The resolution says Walz’s
mask mandate has “broadly
undermined the basic human
rights of our neighbors, our
families and ourselves.”

The measure passed de-
spite City Attorney Joe Lan-
gel’s vocal disapproval.

“If the council were to ap-
prove anything like this, you'd
put yourself in a position
where youre contradicting

Continued on 6A

Coon Rapids Famous Dave's w

By Emilee Wentland
Staff Writer

Famous
Coon Rapids is returning
with a new look, and res-
idents will see the results
this September.

The location will be the
first to offer a line-service,
cafeteria-style dining ex-
perience, dubbed “Quick
Que.”

“It’s the same great
food, only quicker,” Fa-
mous Dave’s CEO Jeff
Crivello said.

Customers are expect-
ed to wait less than three
minutes for their meals.

The new fast-service
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Dave’s in §

Famous Dave’s in Coon Rapids is being rebuilt as a “Quick Que” location with caf-
eteria-style dining. It will be in a three-tenant building at the same location as the

former restaurant.

model will be similar to
Chipotle or Subway, in
that customers can select
what they want from what

AN COOPERATIVE

Rendering courtesy of Famous Dave’s

they see in front of them.
Guests can select from
a variety of meats, sides
and beverages,

said.

“It’snot 100% the same

Crivello menu items, but there will

st ‘Quick Que’

be all the legendary favor-
ites,” Crivello said.

The old Famous
Dave’s at 3211 Northdale
Blvd. NW was remod-
eled in 2018 but then torn
down last year to be re-
placed by a multi-tenant
building with a bank, the
new Famous Dave’s and
a still-to-be-determined
commercial use space.

“We're excited to bring
the same great food back
to Coon Rapids,” Crivello
said.

A traffic signal recently
became functional at
Northdale Boulevard
Northwest by the

Continued on 8A

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS
Every Thursday at 10 am | Now through April 29
Green Haven Golf Course Club House
2800 Greenhaven Rd, Anoka MN 55303
RSVP Necessary | Limited Seating | Health/Safety Protocols in place

CHOOSE YOUR HOME TODAY!

Minutes to downtown Anoka and overlooking Green Haven Golf Course,
with a selection of home plans ranging from 1,045-1,810 square feet.

Construction begins when 60% of homes are sold.
(49% sold as of March 11, 2021)

763-225-1000 | Hello@TheAmericanOfAnoka.com | TheAmericanOfAnoka.com
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Ramsey City Council forbids city resources to be used to enforce mask mandate

Continued from page 1A

the status of Minnesota
law,” Langel said prior to
the vote. “I don’t think
that’s a good position to
be in.”

Every challenge to the
statewide mask mandate
thus far has failed, and the
council doesn’t have the
authority to tell law en-
forcement not to uphold
the law, Langel said.

“It’s not to belittle the
City Council, it’s just that
your jurisdiction is limit-
ed,” Langel said.

Law enforcement
resources
Mask mandate and so-
cial distancing complaints
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to the Ramsey Police De-
partment last year were
“high,” Police Chief Jeff
Katers said.

March through May
of last year, the depart-
ment saw 21 emergency
powers order violation
reports, he said. But since
then it’s been less than five
a month, he said, which
is less than half of 1% of
the monthly average num-
ber of calls. The Police
Department responds to
around 1,000 calls for ser-
vice a month.

“I have limited resourc-
es to work with, and 1
manage those as I see fit,”
Katers said.

He told the council he
wasn’t sure how much it
cost the department to re-

spond to mandate-related
calls.

“I don’t have a dollar
amount,” he said. “I don’t
know how many hours
were spent on that; that’s
very hard to calculate.”

The Police Department
asked residents to report
such cases through the de-
partment’s non-emergency
line, rather than clogging
up the 911 line. Katers
said the reporters did a
good job abiding by the
request.

Divided council
Council Member Chel-
see Howell said wearing a
mask should be a personal
choice.

“To breathe freely or

not to breathe freely, that
is an individual’s decision,
not the decision of the
government,” Howell said.

She said wearing masks
to prevent the spread of
disease is “experimental
research” and said the
state shouldn’t be allowed
to prescribe a treatment
without a resident’s own
health care provider issu-
ing the treatment.

Masks are meant to
prevent the spread of the
coronavirus, not treat
the disease. The state has
mandated the wearing of
masks in indoor public
spaces since July 25, 2020.

According to the CDC,
masks help prevent respi-
ratory droplets — from
talking, coughing, breath-
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ing and sneezing — from
getting into the air. Re-
spiratory droplets are the
main source of spreading
COVID-19.

Mayor Kuzma recent-
ly tested positive for the
novel coronavirus and has
since fully recovered. No
one he had contact with
contracted the virus, ac-
cording to Kuzma.

“Wearing a mask is
not that big of a deal to
me,” Kuzma said. “I really
think this is just more of a
statement from our coun-
cil.”

He said he was “disap-
pointed in this council for
bringing this forth.”

Council Member Chris
Riley said although he did
not support the resolu-
tion, he would approve of
a measure to support the
ending of Walz’s emergen-
Cy powers.

“It’s not up to us up
here right now to decide
that it should stop this
way,” Riley said.

Council Member Ryan
Heineman said those vo-
cally opposed to the reso-
lution were pushing a nar-
rative “to misrepresent the

motion.”

“What we’re saying is
we’re not going to expend
resources on enforcing the
executive order,” he said.
“I'm not suggesting we
override the executive or-
der.”

Parks and Recreation
Commission member Jen-
nifer Leistico spoke as a
member of the public via
video call. She was one of
six members of the public
to speak at the meeting —
five opposed and one in
favor.

Leistico didn’t see the
point in the resolution and
wondered what will hap-
pen to the city down the
line.

“It sounds to me that
the resources that the city
of Ramsey would use to
challenge this legally will
cost far more than any
amount that is being used
for enforcement,” Leistico
said.

City Attorney Langel
said it’s not immediately
clear what liability the city
could face as a result of
the resolution.

emilee.wentland@apgecm.com
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Andover

The Andover Planning
and Zoning Commission
will have a workshop
Tuesday, March 23, at
7 p.m. at Andover City
Hall in the Senior Center.
The agenda includes dis-
cussions on subordinate
classroom structures and
construction of accesso-
ry structures prior to prin-
cipal structures.

The Andover City
Council will have a work-
shop Tuesday, March 23,
at 6 p.m. in the Council
Chambers. The agen-
da includes discussions
about  pedestrian-safe

crossings at Prairie Road,
Andover outdoor pickle-
ball study and a transition
from Andover Communi-
ty Center Advisory Com-
mission.

Anoka

The Anoka City Coun-
cil has a work session
Monday, March 22, at
5 p.m. in the Council
Work Session Room. The
agenda includes discus-
sions of organized gar-
bage hauling, River Lane
access agreement and
the Highway 10/169 im-
provement project.

PUZZLE B

I”
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10. Sounds

coach
16. Californium
18. Work standards

-i-

hones
22. Trouble

23. A way to smile

what it seems
26. Of she

27. Temporary living
quarters

a plant or animal
30. Indicates near
31. Spiritual leader
33. Soup dish

35. Philippine island

37. No longer
fashionable

38. Peaks

40. Alabama football
team

41. __ King Cole
42. Digital audiotape
44. Open trough

45. The woman
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

48. Cools down

WORDS 50. Turkic language
52. Body part
ACIDIC 53. Pulse steadily
g ; 2 :I' ; ﬁ ﬁfmggg 55. Embedded computer
W R N A A P| AMEnpMeny | hardware company
E S 0 L L I | cLippings | 96. Indicates shape
R Y I EPO CLOVER 57. Thou (plural)
K H T R W Yy | CLUMPING | 58 04 and remarkable
R 0O A M N T | COMPACTED 6. A ) i
P KR AW C CULTIVAR - An evening party
K EEDC 0 DISEASES | 65. National capital of
GRASS i
I E AV IM CREEN Zambia
M M R ADP GROWTH 66. Tantalizes
U € C R I A yorsTure | 67. Dark brown or black
E R OTI CC MOW
N G E E A T/ NUTRIENTS
UIODTKE PESTS CLUES DOWN
;';I 5 l'] ; g B JPLANT | 1. Not naturally outgoing
M M ORG O T SOTL 2. Exclama_tlon of pain
R OV L I V SPREADER 3. Polynesian garland of
N E WM S W THATCH flowers
TOOLS
VARTETY 4. Surrounded by water
5. Church towers

1. Currency of Guinea
5. Avert something bad

12. Immediate dangers
14. Legendary Tar Heels

government dept. (abbr.)
19. Coastal Scottish town
20. Triangular lower back

25. Something that is not

28. Bag-like structure in

6. Hot beverage

7. Body parts

8. Travel documents

9. Railway

10. Gradually wear away
11. Measuring instrument
13. Minor dust-ups

15. Strongly alkaline
solution

17. Extreme scarcity of
food

18. Dash

21. Philly culinary
specialty

23. Popular lager ___
Adams

24. Snitch

27. Trimmed

29. Greek god of desire
32. Take to the limit

SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 13A

35. Sound mental health
36. Native American
group

39. Test for high
schoolers

40. Rocky peak

43. Preferences

44. Bother

46. Call attention to
(slang)

47. Snake-like fish

49. Bulgarian capital
51. Don’t know when yet
54. Italian Seaport

59. Brooklyn hoopster
60. Where to bathe

61. Equal, prefix

62. Beverage container
64. Denotes openness

34. Cool!
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Determine the code to reveal Elne answer!
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6 4 14 25

Solve the code to discover words related to lawns & gardens.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 6 =1)

21 9 14 26 1

22 1 24 25 26

21 24 6 19 2
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