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Feb. 16, 1921 – Local members 
of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, No. 1, Stillwater enjoyed 
a cafeteria supper served in the 
dining hall of their new home on 
Chestnut Street, the supper being 
attended by about 20 members 
of the organization form Marine-
on-St. Croix. With the opening of 
the lodge, first degree work was 
conferred.

History – Brent  Peterson writes 
about the life of Charles Jackson 
an early Black pioneer who lived in 
Stillwater. 
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Your Voice – Letter writer thanks 
us for our great sports reportring. 
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T H E

The Stillwater boys and girls al-
pine ski teams extended long 
Suburban East Conference win-
ning streaks. 

Page 10

In a boys swimming and diving 
meet that produced eight pool 
records, two conference records 
and two Stillwater school records, 
the Ponies hand East Ridge its first 
loss of the season. . 

Page 10

The No. 2-ranked Stillwater wres-
tling team cruises to a comfortable 
victory over sixth-ranked Waconia. 
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• The best furnaces &
air conditioners available!

• 10 year parts & labor
warranty available

• Free estimates

WE OFFER:

651-439-3331
www.schwantesheating.com

WE STAND BEHIND EVERY TRANE.
Schwantes has been satisfying customers for

over 60 years! Highly trained
experts in customer satisfaction.

SAVE UP TO $450
On Furnace Purchase

& Installation

SCHWANTES
651-439-3331

Coupon not valid with other
offers or discounts.

Expires 3/31/21

SCHWANTES
651-439-3331

Coupon not valid with other
offers or discounts.

Expires 3/31/21

FURNACE
TUNE-UP

ONLY
$10995

SAVE UP TO $650

SCHWANTES
651-439-3331

Coupon not valid with other
offers or discounts.

Expires 3/31/21

On Trane Central Air Conditioning
Purchase & Installation

SCHWANTES
651-439-3331

Coupon not valid with other
offers or discounts.

Expires 3/31/21

FREE
Energy Saving Programmable
Thermostat With Purchase

Of Furnace Or A/C

www.trane.com
TESTED FOR EVERY EXTREME.

Dependable. Sincere. Stubbornly
loyal. However you want to describe
us, our mission as your Independent
Trane dealer is simple: Deliver reliable
year-round comfort you and your
family can count on. And because
weʼre stand up guys, you have our
attention and support before, during
and after every service or installation

job. For a positive customer
experience thatʼs as unstoppable
as a Trane system, call us anytime.

WE
STAND
BEHIND
EVERY
TRANE.
WEʼVE GOT

YOU COVERED
COMING AND

GOING.

VOTED BEST HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY!

BY MATT DEBOW
THE GAZETTE

On Feb. 10 — with the 
exception of Stonebridge 

Elementary — all students 
in district primary schools 
returned to the classrooms 
for four days of in-person 
instruction a week.

During the Independent 
School District 834 Board 
of Directors’ meeting on 
Feb. 11 Superintendent 
Malinda Lansfeldt up-
dated the board on the 
district’s efforts to bring 
back students to in-person 
learning who are enrolled 
in the district’s On the 
Dial Program. Kindergar-
ten through second grade 

students returned to class-
rooms on Jan. 27.

On the Dial means the 
school board can change 
the learning model as CO-
VID-19 numbers fl uctu-
ate. When COVID num-
bers spiked in November 
2020, the district sent all 
learners to remote instruc-
tion. 

The district started the 

2020-21 school year with 
On the Dial students 
learning in a hybrid mod-
el, alternating in-person 
instruction on different 
days.

All families have the op-
tion of learning 100% on-
line for the 2020-21 school 
year, and can switch to 

Lansfeldt updates board on students’ return
District hopes to return 
‘On the Dial’ learners to 
in-person instruction by April

Even during the 
pandemic Lake 
Elmo seniors, 
children fi nd 
ways to socialize 

BY MATT DEBOW
THE GAZETTE

 LAKE ELMO — Shortly af-
ter Wunder Years, a local daycare 
in Lake Elmo opened a few years 
ago, seniors living at Arbor Glen 
assisted living facility found a 
way to connect with the kids.

Resident Margo Schnieder said 
it is an enjoyable connection. 

“They would come once a 
month, and we would do art; 
treats; we played games and we 
got to know   of the children,” 
Schneider said. “That’s how we 
got to know everybody.”

 When the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit, residents could no lon-
ger leave the building, but they 
found a way to still connect such 
as sharing video messages back 
and forth between older adults 
and kids’ the children decorated 
the courtyard for Christmas and 
visited the patio to sing songs to 
the residents through the window 
along with sharing cards, draw-
ings and crafts each week.

Resident Jackie Boorman has 
often connected with the kids. 

Seniors connect with kids

In this photo taken before the pandemic, Arbor Glen resident Margo Schnieder creates art with 
Wunder Years child Owen Malmquist. Since residents now have to stay isolated because of the pan-
demic, they now use Vimeo to read books to the kids at the day care. (Courtesy photo from Arbor 
Glen senior living facility)

BY MATT DEBOW
THE GAZETTE

The Stillwater Area Schools board is look-
ing into possibly offering a 100% online 
teaching model for the 2021-22 school year 
for students who request that option.

Superintendent Malinda Lansfeldt said 
during a board meeting on Feb. 11 that the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced school district’s 
to rethink learning models.

“When the governor mandated that dis-
tricts provide a fully online learning option 
to families during the pandemic it forced us 
all to reconsider how we provide instruction 

both now and into the future,” Lansfeldt said. 
“We currently have about 25% to 27% of our 
students participating in our 100% online 
learning model this school year, and for some 
of them it’s been a really good fi t.”

Other students in the district have alter-
nated between in-person and hybrid learning 
in the 2020-21 school year as part of the dis-
trict’s “On the Dial” program.

In the fall about 12.5% of the students tak-
ing courses completely online said they are in-
terested in an online learning option for next 
school year.

 “District administrators are having a lot of 
conversations about what online options for 

next year could look like to meet the needs 
of our students and families,” Lansfeldt said.

The factors to consider include what it 
would cost to staff  and operate a program 
along with what the district could lose if  it 
cuts the option for next year.

The district sent out a pre-registration sur-
vey to fi nd out how many students are “truly 
interested” in a fully online learning model 
and it will help to determine cost, and the 
information gleaned will be presented to the 
board at the end of February.

Contact Matt DeBow at Matt.DeBow@ap-
gecm.com.

District exploring online-only learning model option 

See Return, Page 7

See Seniors, Page 6
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WORSHIP SERVICES
ASCENSION 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
214 N. 3rd St., Stillwater
(651) 439-2609  

BETHANY EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH
6490 Stillwater Blvd. N., Stillwater
(651) 439-9449

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
490 N. 4th St., Bayport
(651) 439-3450 

CHRIST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (ELCA)
11194 36th St. N., Lake Elmo
(651) 777-2881

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
150 Fifth Street, Marine on St. Croix
(651) 433-3222

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
1024 N. Stillwater Blvd., Lake Elmo
(651) 748-7984

CROSSWINDS COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
9125 Newgate Avenue N. Stillwater  
(651) 351-7676

FAMILY OF CHRIST 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
285 County Rd. E, Houlton, WI 54082
(715) 549-6140

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
6201 Osgood Ave. N., Stillwater
(651) 439-4380

FIRST UNIT ED 
METH OD IST CHURCH
813 Myrtle St., Stillwater
(651) 439-1880

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
12721 75th St. No., Stillwater
(651) 430-3132

GUARDIAN ANGELS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
8260 Hudson Blvd., Lake Elmo
(651) 738-2223

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH OF AFTON (ELCA)
15730 Afton Blvd., Afton
(651) 436-1138
NORTH LAKES
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5525 Memorial Ave. N., Oak Park Heights
(651)439-7733

OAK HILL CAMPUS OF 
WOODBURY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
9050 60th St. No., Hwy. 36, Grant Twp.
(651) 770-3618 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
610 County Rd 5  
(651) 439-4882

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1616 W. Olive St., Stillwater
(651) 439-5704 

PEOPLE’S CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH
309 North Third St., Bayport
(651) 439-5667

RIV ER VAL LEY 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5900 Lake Elmo Ave. N., Lake Elmo
(651) 430-9950

ROCKPOINT CHURCH
Hwy 36 & Keats
(651) 770-3172

SALEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & SCHOOL
14940 62nd Street No., Stillwater
Wisconsin Synod 
(651) 439-7831

SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
14107 Hudson Rd. S., Afton
(651) 436-8248

STILLWATER EVANGELICAL 
FREE CHURCH
7671 Manning Ave. N., Stillwater
(651) 439-0433

ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN
CHURCH 
900 Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi
(651) 426-3261

ST. CHARLES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 N. Third Street, Bayport
(651) 439-4511

ST. CROIX VALLEY CHURCH
16600 7th St. South, Lakeland
(651) 436-8691

ST. CROIX VALLEY FRIENDS 
MEETING (QUAK ERS)
Boutwells Landing Conf. Room
13575 58th St. N. Oak Park Hts.
(651) 363-9797

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & 
PRESCHOOL
5274 Stillwater Blvd. N, Stillwater

ST. LUCAS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
1195 Manning Avenue No., Lake Elmo  
(651) 436-6021

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
423 So. 5th St., Stillwater
(651) 439-1270

ST. MICHAEL’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
611 South 3rd St., Stillwater
(651) 439-4400

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
609 South Fifth Street, Stillwater
(651) 439-5970 

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
880 Neal Avenue South, Afton
(651) 436-3357

ST. PETER’S UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
111 E. Orleans St., Stillwater
(651) 439-2160

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
115 No. Fourth St., Stillwater
(651) 439-7400

TRUE LIFE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
301 Laurel St., Stillwater
(Seven-Day Adventist Church)
(651) 439-1447

VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
860 St. Croix Trail S. Lakeland
(651) 436-5278

WATERMARK CHURCH
Stillwater Jr. High
523 Marsh St. W., Stillwater
(651) 330-4825

MADE 
MONEY 
WITH THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little help from

Let us help you place an ad today—in print and online! 

CALL 651.439.3130

CLASSIFIEDS

Honoring Family Memories
In Stillwater Since 1864

651-439-7770
www.simonetfuneralhome.com

With the pandemic while 
she said it’s great to con-
nect through Zoom, she is 
looking forward to the day 
when they can see the kids 
up close again.

“I can’t wait until this 
pandemic is over where 
you can actually touch 
somebody cause it’s re-
ally important,” Boorman 
said.

The kids call the pair 
Ms. Jackie and Ms. Margo

“Children, of all people, 
need love,” Schnieder said, 
“and who’s best to give 
love than grandmas and 
grandpas. That’s why it’s 
so important to both Jack-
ie and I.”

Boorman is a pediatric 
nurse and explained that 
human touch is valuable.

“If  you don’t touch an 
infant it will die,” Boor-
man said. “I mean actually 
die. So being personal with 
kids is super important.”

The residents have got-
ten used to being stuck 
inside the building all 
the time, but the children 
bring a bright light to their 
days.

“It’s like everything else, 
we don’t get to see our 
families,” Schnieder said. 
“We don’t really get to see 
the little ones, but we can 
read to them, and we can 
talk to them through the 
phones. It helps us and it 
helps them. So it’s a two-
way street.”  

BY MOHAMED IBRAHIM 
ASSOCIATED PRESS/REPORT FOR 

AMERICA

Gov. Tim Walz on Friday, 
Feb. 12, said he would relax 
several restrictions in place due 
to the coronavirus as cases con-
tinue to ebb and vaccination ef-
forts increase, including raising 
the maximum occupancy in bars 
and restaurants and at private 
events and celebrations.

Starting Saturday, top capac-
ity at bars and restaurants and 
indoor entertainment venues 
will rise to 250 people, with up 
to 50 people allowed at private 
events and celebrations. The 
governor’s order doesn’t change 
the limit on capacity by percent-
age, meaning bars and restau-
rants still may not go above 50% 
of capacity. 

The limit for indoor entertain-
ment venues stays at 25 percent. 
Gyms and pools can also now 
have a maximum of 250 people, 
although percentage limits there 

also remain unchanged at 25 
percent of capacity.

Walz said during a news con-
ference Friday that falling hospi-
talizations, lower test positivity 
rates and increased vaccination 
efforts across the state infl uenced 
his decision to lift some restric-
tions. The governor said input 
from small businesses affected 
by the restrictions and the con-
sistency of the data also played a 
role in dialing back restrictions.

“This is very much targeted 
at those small businesses in the 
hospitality sector that have been 
incredibly hit,” he said. “They’ve 
done what was asked of them. 
Minnesotans have done what 
was asked of them, and it makes 
sense now that the science shows 
that.”

Minnesota has so far given 
almost 618,000 people a fi rst 
shot of coronavirus vaccine. Al-
most 190,000 people have gotten 
both doses. The state on Friday 
reported a little over 1,000 new 
daily cases of the virus and 19 

deaths.
Walz visited a school in Ros-

eville on Friday to highlight a 
saliva testing program for edu-

cators that began as younger 
students returned to schools in 
early January. Walz said virus 
transmission in participating 

schools has been 0.37% since the 
program began last month.

The governor said Friday that 
he plans another 30-day exten-
sion of his emergency powers, 
which were set to expire over the 
weekend.

GOP Senate Majority Lead-
er Paul Gazelka, of East Gull 
Lake, said in a statement Fri-
day that Walz’s announcement 
less than two days before Val-
entine’s Day gives businesses no 
time to prepare for what he said 
is a busy holiday for restaurant 
owners. While he said he’s glad 
businesses can reopen further, 
Gazelka said the governor has 
“refused to work with businesses 
or the legislature to fi nd a way 
forward.”

“Continuing to go it alone 
with emergency powers and uni-
versal control over the dials is 
unwise,” he said. “It leaves Min-
nesotans without clear expecta-
tions for future changes affect-
ing their livelihoods and ability 
to support their families.”

Walz expands capacity limits in restaurants, elsewhere

Before the pandemic, Wunder Years child Bradee Sargent plays “Say Say Oh Playmate” with Margo Schneider (Courtesy photo from 
Arbor Glen senior living facility)

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at a news conference on 
Friday, Feb. 12, 2021, during a visit to Parkview Center School 
to highlight a coronavirus testing program for educators. The 
Democratic governor on Friday announced the loosening of 
some restrictions on businesses, citing low positivity rates 
and increased vaccinations statewide.(Mohamed Ibrahim/AP/
Report for America)

SENIORS 
(Continued from page 1)
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