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Riders make pilgrimage in honor of Virgin of Guadalupe

Rochester drivers may have seen an unusual sight on the southeast streets on Saturday morning.

Written By: Jeff Kiger
|
1:58 pm, Dec. 12, 2020

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /
twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

A local group led by Juan Esparza didn’t let chilly morning temperatures stop them
from riding their horses into Rochester on Saturday morning to ceremonially present
an image of the Virgin of Guadalupe to the St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.

The riders, preceded by a truck displaying U.S. and Mexican flags, rode their horses for about an hour
from a farm near Chester. They covered about 8 miles to make the pilgrimage to the church.

When they arrived at the Southeast Rochester church, Esparza took off his sombrero and carried the
framed image of the Virgin Mary into the church with his spurs jangling. It was placed on display
during the Mass.

RELATED: Photos: Riders make an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe

Juan Esparaza bows his head in prayer while presenting an icon of Our Lady of Guadalupe in a shrine during an 8-mile

pilgrimage on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 
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“It is a very special day,” Esparza said, after the Rev. Jim Berning and the Rev. Luis Vargas blessed the
riders and their horses.

While he had participated in such a pilgrimage in Mexico on Dec. 12, Esparza said this was the first
time he had done it in the U.S.

The day is a very important national holiday for Mexican Catholics. Vargas explained that the Virgin
Mary is believed to have appeared on the hillside by the Basilica of Guadalupe in Mexico City on Dec.
12, 1531.

The annual pilgrimage of believers to the basilica to celebrate the day is considered one of the largest
such events in the world. Many Catholics outside of Mexico honor the day by making ceremonial
pilgrimages to their own churches.

Presenting an image or statue of the Virgin Mary is always part of such a pilgrimage.

“The church is the center of the celebration, and the Virgin of Guadalupe is displayed at the center of
the church,” Vargas explained.

For Esparza, his joy of making the annual pilgrimage with his friends showed in his big smile as he
rode his horse into the church’s parking lot.

“It was a great ride,” he said, stressing how thoughtful the City of Rochester and the drivers along the
route were as the riders made their way to the church.

Riders depart from an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Cecilo Gomez feeds his horse Royal in preparation for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a

Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

A horse is pictured on Saturday, December 12, 2020, in Eyota. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

In a recent interview with Brent Hallock, he
shares the story of how Budget Blinds grew from
the five guys into the billion dollar… (View post)

10:36AM

 

Budget Blinds of East & West Rochester

Like



Budget Blinds Founder Brent
Hallock: Five friends Turn $5,000

into a $500 Million Business




E-Paper 
Benefits 
Account

 Search

Menu

70°

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLWIJcvCpL8g46mhFlmNm-xTfGp51Dsx9Y9_pjpLhzoMb8Hg4IPN3D-mJVFtsomeYzBChBVE9wCqJnYMXl203dGIKYqw5zZg2iCikaHHV1kJyjItWIZ0j6EKtwl6ZMzjJnrDv87zTQvJFKMaSQZOAP-S8rbXhBhrRF3Ed1mHz5aVTjeWI0E1mKtna-C0--VaiRWNI9ReUEqe3N4S8f0-9HwItCG8cJv_xGNmRPF52xSgABM6q67RJ0yPW--wlj7lmQbTZ0RJSbOXdU-Y_dY2NwLHRd1FeySVaTK_a-dPNpE6UdtnCiH04L1L7OAqQT1riUeBNrWhx6NfhceLICvUPY-OLf8OPbI_2Q0-6kqCPRnfa0AX8O6I4DiZeLS7oqqYHL3E2VbeBnm47zKn8_X5afvdH41CBKgyE8I-h9V5p1PkY_nSwuek6tm5AtpMEIRA0XjfTwB0LN893suwafvCbBKNXQuv5c6G2YbFIKxANcOOAU3_u3JcApwynzcVF4wqtXfrYnahUDm506Z2C8p_ihgYfbbHH_8oO32NULbK-V6tFI38LkIVqOW9wgkaFPMGsyhQ7403xWycY3IlfJN-5qAndzO1xsNJuxo4ascEWkYoHZxPf_wA_aT_79011utwR5ts9zUZIcJv1_s8spoQ8KhZF4bKKQqraaw2cWcLWVhQNvcP60Tom8aaBkxH8Ccj4S2Qc-mnon3umUp2lYYkv1aelst-tCkQpvHT2j2y6_YMMfeoPpUDi2oV-aobTT8kb0wg-BRSwsQR_2zQMTGfNpgknSj4-rth1kU42HrJKoGA2c-b0GE4413Vf5nH3q8P4cJv3dZkhlfcSczGoWuEBTyjEW8vR4pe9iFpvZOC4m7I9AZwIUMJtk8loFRrE3SsX5tx1k3DLfG6YrA8TilEGhjNyxiGus-bOoySaM8HgIkN5eHLFGrn70zzw-rMNWSWs3QmtJYaBsuNC_wBcMmH6YcSIRmTH0BmAQ8WGeldNjxfrGLYlvsf3O5qNH6vQ0VFW6kj92SDbteBXVnUs1NVS9m1-MBM9FfiVNeKn2XaeN7K4FZhWhKVpX-49cL79-6oLsozRJCQnq5iwm3HWOHPvvmUMFUz-OmYIh&sai=AMfl-YRNORnYbnkrfDureB6PQYG50mjZq87q20r7CUHiZxXd4FmdE36Xxxk_5KC7jyp4ljC3ID99A8qDrpI3Vzb23Ent1C7qs84Ta3_V1YuBpew--iodoHe72ibzy8fqM9Ruo8mSZzlq5WDN8ZU4o1K0wxlWH0IHbegUN07JUvGY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH20iLeNmgh6&cry=1&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ringcentral.com/hello-one-click-meetings%3FBMID%3DGoogle7%26xm_26456986_313719789_157764418%26c3%3DN1609371.279382DBMJELLYFISH-RING-313719789%26c3creative%3D157764418%26c3adid%3D506843665%26c3size%3D728x90
https://forumcomm.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=97&it=107/1488/14426&ti=1631911391&ha=e1b788ee68a53844b045da41acb6160e&ta=003a85f1122e52f00b38c069d3f27e07&fi=16a20157419d9420b2fbd374ceb47d05
https://forumcomm.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=97&it=107/1488/14426&ti=1631911391&ha=e1b788ee68a53844b045da41acb6160e&ta=003a85f1122e52f00b38c069d3f27e07&fi=16a20157419d9420b2fbd374ceb47d05
https://forumcomm.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=97&it=159/7756/14322&ti=1631911391&ha=47402588ff476fc445a598a644c4d6e9&ta=7dbcd7d6c6644d84fbd928a8a6ba807c&fi=16a20157419d9420b2fbd374ceb47d05
https://forumcomm.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=97&it=107/1488/14426&ti=1631911391&ha=e1b788ee68a53844b045da41acb6160e&ta=4eaaf28a834cd31e4b84a6cd3f8e4b90&fi=16a20157419d9420b2fbd374ceb47d05
https://forumcomm.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=97&it=107/1488/14426&ti=1631911391&ha=e1b788ee68a53844b045da41acb6160e&ta=003a85f1122e52f00b38c069d3f27e07&fi=16a20157419d9420b2fbd374ceb47d05
https://forumcomm.friends2follow.com/f2f/widget/inquiry/97
https://www.postbulletin.com/
https://www.postbulletin.com/account/e-paper
https://www.postbulletin.com/account/benefits
https://www.postbulletin.com/account
https://www.postbulletin.com/news/weather/


9/17/21, 3:44 PM Riders make pilgrimage in honor of Virgin of Guadalupe | Post Bulletin

https://www.postbulletin.com/lifestyle/faith/6799189-Riders-make-pilgrimage-in-honor-of-Virgin-of-Guadalupe 3/5

Ceecilo Gomez cleans Royal’s hooves in preparation for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a

Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Stella the horse is pictured on Saturday, December 12, 2020, in Eyota. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Mary Seltun prepares her horse Gorgeous for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester.

(Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Cecilo Gomez saddles a horse in preparation for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic

title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Cecilo Gomez saddles a horse in preparation for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of
Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Ceecilo Gomez installs the Mexican and American flags in preparation for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of

Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi

Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Ceecilo Gomez installs the Mexican and American flags in preparation for an 8-mile pilgrimage to
pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday,
December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /
twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Carlos Esparaza Garcia, 16, waits to depart for a pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the

Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci

Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Carlos Esparaza Garcia, 16, waits to depart for a pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of
Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Cecilo Gomez, left, and Mary Seltun prepare an Our Lady of Guadalupe icon for an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our

Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of

Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Cecilo Gomez, left, and Mary Seltun prepare an Our Lady of Guadalupe icon for an 8-mile
pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on
Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci
Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Juan Esparaza, left, Onofre Huizar, and Carlos Esparaza Garcia ride during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of

Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi

Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Juan Esparaza, left, Onofre Huizar, and Carlos Esparaza Garcia ride during an 8-mile pilgrimage to
pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday,
December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /
twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Juan Esparaza waves during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Juan Esparaza waves during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders take an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on

Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Riders take an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders make an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on

Riders make an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Onofre Huizar carries an icon of Our Lady of Guadalupe during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe,

a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church

in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Onofre Huizar carries an icon of Our Lady of Guadalupe during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage
to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020,
from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /
twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders make an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on

Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Riders make an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders turn onto 13th Avenue southeast during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester.

(Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Riders turn onto 13th Avenue southeast during an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of
Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Riders arrive at the church after an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Flowers, candles, and religious icons are placed to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Flowers, candles, and religious icons are placed to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic
title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Juan Esparaza departs from an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Catholic title of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /

twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Juan Esparaza departs from an 8-mile pilgrimage to pay homage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday, December 12, 2020, from Eyota to St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Isaac Landsteiner The Asatru Folk Assembly
established a church known as
Baldrhof in Murdock, Minnesota.
The church was dedicated on March
27, 2021. C.S. Hagen / The Forum

Roxane Salonen
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