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Neighbors help residents during senior facility �re

The garage, the attached breezeway roof and the contents of the garage were destroyed, but the
residential area was not destroyed.

Written By: Brian Todd | 5:49 pm, Nov. 17, 2020

Rochester Firefighters work to extinguish a fire at 707 Upper Meadow Lane on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, in northwest
Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Good neighbors are worth their weight in gold.

Just ask Jackie Seifert, who along with her husband, Brian Seifert, owns the Willows & Waters Senior
Living facility in the 700 block of Upper Meadow Lane Northwest in Rochester.

At about 2 p.m. Tuesday, the garage at the senior living facility caught �re, destroying the structure,
the attached breezeway roof and the contents of the garage. The residential area, which is semi-
attached via the covered breezeway, was evacuated of the nine residents, according to Capt. John
Busch of the Rochester Fire Department.

"I'm very thankful and blessed for the neighbors we have offering their heated garage, drinks and
snacks for our residents," Jackie Seifert said.

Busch said when �re crews arrived shortly after being called out at 2:09 p.m., staff at the living center
were still evacuating residents, most of whom are wheelchair-bound, while the ambulatory ones were
"slow movers."

Michelle Broadwater Grappa, who lives across the street on the cul-de-sac, said the residents were
moved �rst to the neighbors between the senior facility and her own house, but because her own
garage is heated, they eventually moved the group to her place.

"It's a very quiet neighborhood, and we all watch out for one another," she said.

By 3:30, all the residents had returned to the senior facility, having spent about an hour at Broadwater
Grappa's house, she said.

Busch said the garage was fully involved with �ames when crews arrived, and the staff at the facility
was evacuating the last of the residents. It took �re crews about 30 minutes to get the �re under
control, and hot spots were still being extinguished almost two hours later.

The residential portion of the building should be habitable for tonight, Busch said, though he had not
made that determination as of 4:30 pm. The only damage to the residential portion of the home was
to the siding near the garage and a little smoke inside the home. The cause of the �re is still under
investigation.

No one was injured.

Thanking her staff, her neighbor and the �re department, Seifert said God was watching over them

Rochester Firefighters work to extinguish a fire at 707 Upper Meadow Lane on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, in northwest

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Rochester Fire�ghters work to extinguish a �re at 707 Upper Meadow Lane on Tuesday, November
17, 2020, in northwest Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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considering how all they lost was the garage and the items being stored inside.

Considering the COVID-19 pandemic, Seifert added, it was kind of her neighbors to offer to take in the
residents of the facility.

"We're very thankful, considering COVID, that people are willing to help out," she said.

 

Your Rochester Fire Department responded to a fully involved garage fire in
Northwest Rochester today. Crews went to work and kept the fire from spreading to
the residence.
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Brian Seifert, owner of Willows & Waters Senior Living facility, watches as Rochester Firefighters work to extinguish a fire that

destroyed the garage on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, in northwest Rochester. Nobody was injured in the fire. (Traci Westcott

/ twestcott@postbulletin.com) 

Brian Seifert, owner of Willows & Waters Senior Living facility, watches as Rochester Fire�ghters
work to extinguish a �re that destroyed the garage on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, in northwest
Rochester. Nobody was injured in the �re. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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A Duluth firefighter holds an
oxygen mask to a dog outside a
home that caught fire in Duluth's
Central Hillside neighborhood on
Friday, Sept. 17, 2021. Contributed /
Duluth Fire Department

Firefighters survey smoke rising
from the Washington Square Mall in
Detroit Lakes Friday, Sept. 10. (Paul
Quam / The Forum)

Landscape burned by the
Greenwood Fire is reflected in the
waters of the Sand River seen on
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021, in the
Superior National Forest on Lake
County Highway 2 south of Isabella.
The cause of the Greenwood Fire
was a lightning strike. Clint Austin /
File / Duluth News Tribune

Framed by the boots of wildland
firefighters U.S. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, from left, U.S. Sen. Tina
Smith and Gov. Tim Walz listen to
firefighters talk about fighting the
Greenwood Fire on Monday, Sept.
6, 2021, in the Superior National
Forest near Lake County Highway 2
and the Jackpot Trail OHV trailhead
south of Isabella. Clint Austin /
Duluth News Tribune

An overnight fire destroyed the
Rohler Rink in Brownsdale. The fire
was reported before 11 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021. Photo taken
Sunday, Sept. 5. Andrew Link / Post
Bulletin
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