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Perfect Eagles bid emotional goodbye to tennis season

Rochester Lourdes has six seniors on this year's girls tennis team. They had their final match Tuesday,
ending an unblemished season.

Written By: Pat Ruff | 8:04 pm, Oct. 13,2020

L b,
Lourdes’ Hannah Roth hugs doubles teammate Annabel Boughey after their final senior match on Tuesday, October 13, 2020,
in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Unbeaten and unchallenged.
And sad. Sad that it’s done.

That sums up the Rochester Lourdes girls tennis team’s year, with COVID-19 having taken a dent out
of so many of the things that the Eagles normally experience in a season.

One of the biggest omissions was the state tournament, which Lourdes would have qualified for on
Tuesday for the 25th straight year.

Its 7-0 win over Stewartville in the Section 1A tournament finals at the Rochester Tennis Connection
Outdoor Site would in a normal year have left them preparing hotel accommodations, a trip to the
Mall of American, etc., as it readied for the state tournament at Reed-Sweatt Tennis Center in
Minneapolis.

But due to the pandemic, the Minnesota State High School League has eliminated all fall state
tournaments.

So, Lourdes was left to celebrate its last match on Tuesday — which like all of them this year — ended
inarout.

Lourdes, for the fourth time this season, beat Stewartville. The Eagles won 7-0. That was predictable
as Lourdes won all 10 of its duals this season by that same score.

That was a first, though it happened as Lourdes stuck with a completely Hiawatha Valley League
schedule to help keep away from COVID-19. The less variety to the schedule, was the thinking, the
less chance to make contact with someone who does have the virus.

But now, it’s over. And for the six seniors on the team, it’s really over.

“I'd say today was bitter-sweet,” Lourdes No. 2 singles player Jane Spading said. “I was happy to be
playing but sad that everything is coming to an end now. I am going to miss everyone. But as I was
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and Elyse Palen won 7-6 (7-2 tie-breaker), 6-0.

That it was more difficult for Lourdes at that spot wasn’t a surprise.

“Stewartville has a really good No. 1 doubles team (Miah Mikel and Tessa Lanzel),” Eagles coach David
Pettengill said. “We had good matches with them every time we played them.”

Lourdes’ outgoing six seniors are Spading, Elliott, No. 2 doubles players Karin Hayford and Mellisa
Stocker, and No. 3 doubles players Hannah Roth and Annabel Boughey.

All of them were members of Lourdes’ team that finished runnerup at state to Blake a year ago, losing
6-1 to the Bears in the finals.

This year, their imagination told them that it would have been much closer had the two met again at
state.

Stewartville coach Kelly Manley believes they’re right.

“I think this is one of the best teams that Lourdes has had in years,” he said. “What makes them so
tough is that they are so deep.”

They are passionate, too. Not only about tennis, but each other.
It made Tuesday’s season-ending — and for six seniors, career ending — dual tough to take.
They didn’t want this Lourdes tennis experience to end.

“It is very emotional,” Roth said. “I love tennis and my best friend (Boughey) is my doubles partner.
‘We’ve been playing together since eighth grade. Our whole team, we are all like a family. We are super
tight knit. There will be so many lasting memories. I loved our bus rides, with all of us seniors sitting
in the back and talking about fun stuff. All of those bonding memories. It was just so much fun.”

The Lourdes underclassmen are having trouble visualizing life without that senior six.

“I am so sad to see them go,” said Lourdes No. 1 singls player Ryann Witter, a sophomore. “I had so
much fun with them and they have carried us for the past 4-5 years. They’ve been the core of our
team. It’s tough to lose them.”

« Stewartville's season ended 9-5 overall. The Tigers got to the final with a hard-earned 4-3 win over
Cannon Falls, a team that had beaten it earlier in the season.

Stewartville coach Manley praised his team's "flexibility,” with so many players able to play multiple
spots.

Lourdes 7, Stewartville 0

Singles: Ryann Witter (L) def. Chloe Regal 6-0, 6-1; Jane Spading (L) def. Kendall Clausen 6-0, 6-0;
Ana Medina (L) def. Katrina McCluskey 6-0, 6-0; Caroline Daly (L) def. Grace Miller 6-1, 6-1. Doubles:
Sydney Elliott/Elyse Palen (L) def. Miah Mikel/Tessa Lanzel 7-6 (7-2), 6-0; Karin Hayford/Melissa
Stocker (L) def. Mya Wangen/Rachel Boe 6-1, 6-0; Hannah Roth/Annabel Boughey (L) def. Emma
ManleyNaren Honsey 6-0, 6-0.

Lourdes’ Elyse Palen serves the ball during a No. 1 doublers match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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Lourdes’ Elyse Palen serves the ball during a No. 1 doublers match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13,2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Lourdes’ Elyse Palen serves the ball during a No. 1 doublers match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Stewartville’s Tessa Lanzel returns the ball during a No. 1 doubles match against Lourdes on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Lourdes’ Ryann Witter returns the ball during a No. 1

singles match against Stewartville’s Chloe Regal on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci

Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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Lourdes’ Sydney Elliott serves the ball during a No. 1 doublers match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Lourdes’ Mellissa Stocker and Karin Hayford celebrate after winning a point during a No. 2 doubles match against Stewartville

on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Stewartville’s Miah Mikel returns the ball during a No. 1 doubles match against Lourdes on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

|

Stewartville’s Rachel Boe and Mya Wangen celebrate a point during a No. 2 doubles match against Lourdes on Tuesday,

October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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Lourdes’ Jane Spading returns the ball during a No. 2 singles match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Stewartville’s Miah Mikel and teammate Tessa Lanzel talk during a No. 1 doubles match against Lourdes on Tuesday, October

13,2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

#.Stewartville’s Chloe Regal returns the ball during a No. 1 singles match against Lourdes on Tuesday,
October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
Stewartville’s Chloe Regal returns the ball during a No. 1 singles match against Lourdes on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

#.Lourdes’ Jane Spading serves the ball during a No. 2 singles match against Stewartville on Tuesday,
October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
Lourdes’ Jane Spading serves the ball during a No. 2 singles match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

#.Stewartville’s Kendall McCluskey returns the ball during a No. 2 singles match against Lourdes on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
Stewartville’s Kendall McCluskey returns the ball during a No. 2 singles match against Lourdes on Tuesday, October 13, 2020,

in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

#.Lourdes’ Mellissa Stocker serves the ball during a No. 2 doubles match against Stewartville on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
Lourdes’ Mellissa Stocker serves the ball during a No. 2 doubles match against Stewartville on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

l#.Stewartville’s Tessa Lanzel returns the ball during a No. 1 doubles match against Lourdes on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
Stewartville’s Tessa Lanzel returns the ball during a No. 1 doubles match against Lourdes on Tuesday, October 13,2020, in

Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

#.Lourdes’ Ryann Witter serves the ball during a No. 1 singles match against Stewartville’s Chloe
Regal on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
Lourdes’ Ryann Witter serves the ball during a No. 1 singles match against Stewartville’s Chloe Regal on Tuesday, October 13,

2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

l#.Stewartville’s Chloe Regal talks to coach on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, during a tennis match
against Lourdes in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Stewartville’s Chloe Regal talks to coach on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, during a tennis match against Lourdes in Rochester.
(Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)

#.Stewartville’s Chloe Regal prepares to serve the ball during a No. 1 singles match against Lourdes’
Ryan Witter on Tuesday, October 13, 2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott /
twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Stewartville’s Chloe Regal prepares to serve the ball during a No. 1 singles match against Lourdes’ Ryan Witter on Tuesday,

October 13,2020, in Rochester. (Traci Westcott / twestcott@postbulletin.com)
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