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Photos: St. Charles celebrates 9,000 books read with water
fight

The St. Charles Fire Department, Police Department, Ambulance, Eyota American Legion, Gladiolus
Days Royalty, Project FINE, St. Charles Elementary School, and library staff joined in a water fight to
celebrate the end of a successful summer reading program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, in St.
Charles. “We are extremely proud of our young readers this year, Jill Veerkamp, Director of the St.
Charles Public Library said. “They went above and beyond. We’ve just been really happy to have them
coming back to the library after COVID.”
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Lucas Ryan, 5, of St. Charles, runs away as St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez sprays him during a water fight to celebrate
the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St.
Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the
water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Lillian Pasche, 8, of St. Charles, sprays water during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library

Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000

books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids

read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 
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Mason Douangmychit, 8, of St. Charles, is sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public

Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For

every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Zack Buchmann, 7, of St. Charles, center, runs away during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public

Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For

every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Zack Buchmann, 7, of St. Charles, center, runs away during a water fight to celebrate the end of a
successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside
the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Breanna Smith, 9, of St. Charles, is sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library

Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000

books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids

read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Breanna Smith, 9, of St. Charles, is sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful
St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St.
Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community
group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books.
Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

St. Charles Firefighters fill up their water tanks during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public

Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For

every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

St. Charles Firefighters fill up their water tanks during a water fight to celebrate the end of a
successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside
the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Jill Veerkamp, Director of the St. Charles Public Library is surrounded by kids during a water fight to celebrate the end of a

successful summer reading program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For

every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Jill Veerkamp, Director of the St. Charles Public Library is surrounded by kids during a water fight to
celebrate the end of a successful summer reading program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the
St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community
group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books.
Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Gavyn Hornberg, 5, of Altura, plays during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer

Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books

that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read

over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Gavyn Hornberg, 5, of Altura, plays during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St.
Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles
Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was
invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci
Westcott / Post Bulletin

A water fight is held to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday,

Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a

community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci

Westcott / Post Bulletin 

A water fight is held to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading
Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every
1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an
opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Jim Pyfferoen of Altura, right, and Peter Larson of Eyota, participate during a water fight to
celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday,
Aug 18 2021 outside the St Charles Public Library in St Charles For every 1 000 books that kids
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Jim Pyfferoen of Altura, right, and Peter Larson of Eyota, participate during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful

St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St.

Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent.

As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids
read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday,
local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

People wait to begin a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on

Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read

collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000

books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

People wait to begin a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library
Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St.
Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water
fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez is surrounded during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles

Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles.

For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez is surrounded during a water fight to celebrate the end of a
successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside
the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez puts his hands up during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles

Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles.

For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez puts his hands up during a water fight to celebrate the end of
a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021,
outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

A water fight is held to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday,

Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a

community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci

Westcott / Post Bulletin 

A water fight is held to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading
Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every
1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an
opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

St. Charles Elementary School Principal Ryan Ihrke is sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St.

Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St.

Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent.

As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

St. Charles Elementary School Principal Ryan Ihrke is sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the
end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021,
outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

St. Charles Firefighter Jon Miller, center, participates during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles

Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles.

For each 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

St. Charles Firefighter Jon Miller, center, participates during a water fight to celebrate the end of a
successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside
the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For each 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Lillian Pasche, 8, of Lewiston, dances while sprayed by a fire hose during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St.

Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St.

Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent.

As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Lillian Pasche, 8, of Lewiston, dances while sprayed by a fire hose during a water fight to celebrate
the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18,
2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read
collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local
kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

A water fight is held to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday,

Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a

community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci

Westcott / Post Bulletin 

A water fight is held to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading
Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every
1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an
opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Members of the Eyota American Legion and other Veterans in the community pose for a photo during a water fight to

celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside

the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited

to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Members of the Eyota American Legion and other Veterans in the community pose for a photo
during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading
Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every
1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an
opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin
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Breanna Smith, 9, of St. Charles, plays during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library

Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000

books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids

read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Breanna Smith, 9, of St. Charles, plays during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St.
Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles
Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was
invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci
Westcott / Post Bulletin

Breanna Smith, 9, of St. Charles sprays St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez during a water fight to celebrate the end of a

successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public

Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as

an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Breanna Smith, 9, of St. Charles sprays St. Charles Chief of Police, Jose Pelaez during a water fight to
celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday,
Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids
read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday,
local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Peyton Hornberg, 8, of Altura, screams as she’s sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles

Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles.

For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Peyton Hornberg, 8, of Altura, screams as she’s sprayed during a water fight to celebrate the end of a
successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside
the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Zack Buchmann, 7, of St. Charles, tries to take cover on a fire truck during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St.

Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St.

Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent.

As of Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Zack Buchmann, 7, of St. Charles, tries to take cover on a fire truck during a water fight to celebrate
the end of a successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18,
2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read
collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local
kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Kids surround St. Charles Patrol Officer Brady Jones during a water fight to celebrate the end of a successful St. Charles Public

Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For

every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of

Tuesday, local kids read over 9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin 

Kids surround St. Charles Patrol Officer Brady Jones during a water fight to celebrate the end of a
successful St. Charles Public Library Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, outside
the St. Charles Public Library in St. Charles. For every 1,000 books that kids read collectively, a
community group was invited to the water fight as an opponent. As of Tuesday, local kids read over
9,000 books. Traci Westcott / Post Bulletin

Gloria Miland, who became an
American citizen in 2020, receives a
certificate from Heidi Welsch,
Olmsted County administrator,
during a celebration of new
American citizens as part of
Welcoming Week Friday, Sept. 17,
2021, at the city-county Government
Center in Rochester. Joe Ahlquist /
Post Bulletin

Natalia Benjamin on Wednesday,
May 5, 2021, in Rochester. (Traci
Westcott /
twestcott@postbulletin.com)

Austin Utilities staff present
rebate check in front of the
remembrance wall. From left are
Mark Nibaur, AU general manager;
Diane Bakker, YMCA@ACRC
executive director; and Kelly Lady,
AU marketing/energy services
manager. Contributed photo / Austin
Utilities
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