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SOFTBALL

All games are livestreamed
at NorthwoodsRadio.com

THE PRE-GAME 
SHOW starts 40 
minutes prior to 

the first pitch.

High School Sports Broadcasts
Fri. April 23 4:00 PM Baseball Cloquet @ MLWR.....................WKLK 96.5 FM
Mon. April 26 4:30 PM Baseball Cloquet @ Duluth East ............WKLK 96.5 FM
Tue. April 27 4:00 PM Baseball MLWR vs Barnum .................. KMOZ 109.5 FM  
Wed. April 28 4:30 PM Softbal Cloquet @ Marshall .................WKLK 96.5 FM
Thur. April 29 4:30 PM      Softball Cloquet vs MLWR .. KMOZ 109.5 FM & WKLK 96.5 FM
Fri. April 30 Noon Baseball MLWR vs Virginia @ Superior .. KMOZ 109.5 FM

                                WMOZ 106.9 FM is your home for the

MINNESOTA TWINS
April 23 7:10 pm vs Pirates
April 24 1:10 pm vs Pirates
April 25 12:00 pm Inside Twins
April 25 1:10 pm vs Pirates
April 26, 27  5:10 pm @ Cleveland
April 28  12:10 pm @ Cleveland
April 30 7:10 pm vs Kansas City        

Fri. April 30 Noon Baseball MLWR vs Virginia @ Superior

 7:10 pm vs Pirates

Kerry Rodd
sports@pineknotnews.com

Like the weather this 
spring, the � rst so� ball 
game of the season for 
Cloquet and Esko was all 
over the place.

Initially, Esko took a 
9-2 lead a� er two innings 
and looked to be cruising 
to an easy win. But the 
Lumberjacks had other 
ideas and rallied with four 
runs in the third, two in 
the fourth, three in the 
� � h and two more in the 
sixth inning, as they went 
from seven runs down to 
leading 13-10 a� er the Es-
komos managed only one 
run in four innings.

“Our girls came out 
swinging and having 
patience at bats early in 
the game,” said Esko coach 
Hu�  Emanuel. “Even 
building the 9-2 lead early, 
I knew that we would need 
to keep the foot on the gas 
because I knew that Clo-
quet could hit and score 
quickly, and they did.”

� e line score of the 
game resembled a football 
game more than a so� ball 
game. Both teams had hot 
bats throughout.

“Our entire lineup was 
clicking,” said Cloquet 
coach Tyler Korby. “All 14 
girls contributed in some 
way, shape or form. We 
scored 13 runs on 20 hits 
against a talented oppo-
nent.”

� e fact that his team 
was trailing 13-10 head-
ing into the bottom of the 
seventh inning didn’t faze 
Emanuel.

“I honestly thought we 
had a great chance to come 
back, because in the past 
we’ve always scored late 
in games,” Emanuel said. 
“Miranda Kelley started o�  
with a base-hit bunt and 
that seemed to spark us.”

A� er Kelley’s hit, Zoe 
Johnson � ew out to right 
for the � rst half. � at was 
followed by a walk by 
Maya Emanuel and base 
hits from Lily Hanson and 
Jayden Karppinen to cut 
the lead to 13-12. A� er 
a strikeout, the Eskomos 
were down to their � nal 
out of the game. � en Am-
ber Carlblom walked and 
then Sydney Grayson hit a 
swinging bunt that ended 

up with an error — allow-
ing two runners to score 
for the walk-o�  win.

“It was a game that 
whoever hit last would 
have that chance to win it,” 
Emanuel said. “It probably 
would have been a di� er-
ent outcome if we played 
at Braun Park. It was just 
two very good-hitting 
teams in an epic battle.”

Despite the loss, Clo-
quet coach Korby said it 
was an amazing game to 
play so early in the season.

“Honestly, that was one 
of the most fun so� ball 
games I’ve ever been a 
part of,” Korby said. “Both 
teams were � ying around, 
exchanging blows and 
trading the lead. Neither 
wanted to give in or back 
down. � e fans and atmo-
sphere were electric.”

Johnson, Karppinen 
and Kaitlyn Adkins all hit 
home runs for the Esko-
mos. Kelley and Karppin-
en both added three hits 
for the Eskomos. 

Sophie Diver and Brynn 
Martin had four hits apiece 

for Cloquet, while Roena 
Diver and Dana Jones 
added three hits each for 
the ’Jacks.

A win to follow
Cloquet turned around 

and played Duluth East on 
� ursday. � ey downed 
the Greyhounds 16-10 in 
their second road trip in as 
many days.

“� e girls picked up 
where they le�  o�  the 
day before,” Korby said.” 
Hitting, hitting, hitting. I’ll 
take a good-hitting team 
any day. Our o� ense is 
something fun to watch.”

While the Lumberjacks 
continued to hit the ball 
well, they had to rely on 
sophomore pitcher Jordyn 
Sorenson the � rst two 
games on the mound. 
Senior captain Amanda 
Paul was out of town for 
the � rst two games of the 
season, so Sorenson has 
had to carry the pitching 
load.

“Sorensen has thrown 
over 10 innings and 194 
pitches in two days, and 

that for a kid who had nev-
er started a varsity game 
prior,” Korby said.  “She’s 
done everything we’ve 
asked for, and then some. 
We couldn’t be prouder of 
her e� orts. Eighth-grader 
Allie Jones also pitched 
three innings against East, 
in her � rst time in the 
circle ever. I couldn’t be 
happier for these two. � ey 
stepped up to the plate 
when we needed them 
most.”

Esko triumphs in hard-fought opener

Cloquet catcher Brenna McClarey tagged out Esko’s Zoe Johnson before she could reach home plate during Thursday’s softball game at 
Esko Stadium Field. Photos by Dave Harwig / Pine Knot News

Esko softball players Miranda Kelley, Lily Hansen and Brenna Stark celebrate with 
teammate Sydney Grayson after the Eskomos beat Cloquet 14-13 Thursday at Esko 
Stadium Field. 

Cloquet’s Justice Paro drives in a run with a hit in 
Thursday’s softball game at Esko. 




