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By Eric Peterson
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Fargo

Fargo-Moorhead 
RedHawks pitcher Gage 
Hinsz has about an eight-

inch scar on his sternum 
from a surgery the 25-year-
old had three years ago.

Less than a month after his 

22nd birthday, he had heart 
surgery to repair a leaky 
aortic valve on May 8, 2018.

“It wasn’t really a matter 
of playing at that point,” 
said Hinsz, from Billings, 
Montana. “It was a life 
decision type of thing.”

About a year after heart 
surgery, Hinsz had another 

health setback as he was 
resuming his pro baseball 
career. The right-handed 
starter had Tommy John 
surgery on July 3, 2019, to 
repair his throwing elbow.

“It’s obviously been tough 
because the past few years 
there hasn’t been a full focus 
on baseball, it’s been getting 

healthy,” said Hinsz, who the 
Pittsburgh Pirates selected 
in the 11th round of the 
2014 Major League Baseball 
amateur draft.

Hinsz has a 1-2 record 
with a 7.71 ERA in his four 
starts with the RedHawks this 
season. F-M is in first place 
in the American Association 

North Division entering 
Tuesday night’s game against 
the Milwaukee Milkmen at 
Newman Outdoor Field.

“We know he has the 
tools to succeed,” RedHawks 
manager Chris Coste said. 
“It’s just a matter of 

jkolpack@forumcomm.com
FARGO — When the 

Zebras Ryder Cup golf 
tournament commences 
around 11 a.m. on June 
30 at Maple River Golf 
Club, there won’t be a 
shortage of officials. In 
fact, they’ll be every-
where.

Yes, referees do have 
plenty of friends.

“No doubt,” said Dave 
Klundt, in his 39th year 
of officiating. “Especial-
ly at the college level, 
you spend a lot of wind-
shield time together. 
There becomes a bond 
there.”

That bond 
is coming 
together to 
help Dave’s 
d a u g h -
ter, Katie 
Klundt, who 
is battling 
a nervous 
system dis-

order. The original intent 
of the tournament was 
an event to get current 
and retired officials 
together, but morphed 
into helping Dave at the 
suggestion of a couple of 
others.

“I’m a retired military 
guy and it reminds me 
in the military of a band 

of brothers,” said Chris 
Heise, a longtime official 
who is a driver behind 
the event. “When we do 
a baseball, basketball or 
football game, they’re 
your best friends out 
there. We work together 
as a team.”

It didn’t take long for 
officials to take notice 
once word got out. The 
tournament is full with a 
waiting list of 12 golfers. 
To add some spice, the 18 
holes will be divided into 
three separate Ryder Cup 
formats for two-person 
teams: six holes of best 
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Michael Vosburg / Forum Photo Editor
Fargo-Moorhead RedHawks pitcher Gage Hinsz had heart surgery in 2018 and Tommy John surgery in 2019. 

Fraternity of referees band together to help family of veteran local official
Veteran 

Heise is 
one of the 
backers 
behind the 
Zebras 

fundraiser 
June 30, 
2021, at 
Maple River 

photo

Klundt

HEADED IN A GOOD DIRECTION
RedHawks’ Gage Hinsz thankful to be back on the mound after heart, elbow surgeries

cwigginton@forumcomm.
com

MOORHEAD — Moor-
head’s boys lacrosse 
team won four games in 
its inaugural season two 
years ago. It was a year 
of firsts for the Spuds 
and the handful of play-
ers who were brand new 
to the sport.

After a one-year break 

because of the pandem-
ic, they weren’t sure 
what to expect heading 
into Year 2. The Spuds, 
who came on to the prep 
lacrosse scene in spring 
2019, concluded their 
inaugural campaign with 
a 4-7 record.

“Going into this year, 
I’d say we didn’t really 
know what we were get-
ting into right away, but 
it came together pretty 
quickly,” said Moorhead 
assistant John Deelstra.

At Moorhead, there are 
no growing pains.

In their third year of 
existence and second 

season of high school 
action, the Spuds (9-3) 
have more than doubled 
their number of first-
year wins, and earned 
themselves a trip to the 
section championship.

The fourth-seed-
ed Spuds knocked 
off top-seeded St. 
Michael-Albertville in 
the semifinals of the 
Class 1A, Section 8 tour-
nament Monday. Moor-
head clinched a berth 
in Wednesday’s section 
final with a 9-5 win over 
the Knights.

“It feels pretty good, 
because those guys were 

supposed to be the pow-
erhouse of our section,” 
said Andrew Searls, a 
junior attack. “And a lot 
of people really didn’t 
think that we’d win, so I 
think it’s pretty cool we 
came out with one.”

The Spuds play 
third-seeded Buffa-
lo (10-5) in the section 
championship at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Buffalo 
High School. The Bison 
beat sixth-seeded Mon-
ticello 17-11 in the quar-
terfinals and posted a 
17-12 win over No. 2 seed 

In their third year of existence and second season of 
high school action, the Moorhead boys lacrosse team 

section title. 

Spuds reach 
section final in 
only 2nd season 
of competition

No growing pains for Moorhead boys lacrosse
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RECREATION SCOREBOARD

SCOREBOARD

BRIEFS

BASKETBALL

Camps
Minnesota State Moorhead men’s bas-

ketball youth camps
June 7-9
Skills/competition
Skills 9:30-11:30 a.m.; competition 12:30-3 

p.m.; grades K-8; cost $75 per camp
June 21-22
Shooting
9 a.m.-3 p.m.; grades K-8; cost $100
July 12-13
Day scoring
9 a.m.-3 p.m.; grades K-8; cost $75

Minnesota State Moorhead men’s bas-
ketball team camps

June 23-24
Two-day team camp

July 14
Varsity team camp

July 27
Sweet 16 Classic

Minnesota State Moorhead women’s 
basketball team camps

Nelson, 218-477-2421 or Allison Swen-
son, 218-477-2888,

June 11 — Session 1

June 25 — Session 2

July 15 — Session 3

camp ($350)
July 16 — Session 4

camp ($350)

Minnesota State Moorhead women’s 
basketball individual camps

Contact Karla Nelson, 218-477-2421 or Al-
lison Swenson, 218-477-2888,

June 14-16 or July 5-7
Fundamental Skills Camp
Entering grades 1-4; 9 a.m.-noon; $90
June 14-16 or July 5-7
Competition Camp
Entering grades 4-8; 1-5 p.m.; $100
July 17
High School Elite Camp
Entering grades 9-12; 12:30-5 p.m.; $60

Shada 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
Pelican Rapids
August 13
Boys and girls grades 3-6. Entry fee $64. 

-
-

ment information.
August 14-15

-
-

or go to www.shada3on3.com for regis-

FOOTBALL

Camps
Minnesota State Moorhead football 

prospect camp
June 11, July 16 or July 23
At Scheels Field at Nemzek Stadium, 

1700 Ninth Ave. S., Moorhead
9:30-11 a.m.; 9 a.m. check-in at north end 

of Scheels Field; $50 per participant
July 16
Specialist showcase
Noon-12:45 p.m.; 11:45 a.m. check-in at 

north end of Scheels Field; $25 per par-
ticipant

July 18
Specialist showcase
12:30-2:30 p.m.; noon check-in at north 

end of Scheels Field; $25 per participant

-
phy at 218-477-2886 or 

.

VOLLEYBALL

Camps
Minnesota State Moorhead volleyball
July 19-20
Setter/Hitting/Blocking Camp
Grades 8-12
July 19-20
Middle School All Skills Camp
Grades 6-8
July 21-23
College Prep/High Performance Camp
For more information, contact Bob Jones at 

SOFTBALL

Standings
Fargo USA
Monday men
Upper Division interplay
Harwood Grill and Saloon 5-1

Middle Division interplay

Central Division

Comets-Softball 3-1

Lower Division

Bon 3-1

Smoking Aces 2-4

All-Terrain 1-5
Tuesday men
Upper Division interplay

Middle Division interplay

Central Division

Lower Division

Harold’s Bar 4-2

Herd and Horns 1-3

Wednesday men
Classic Division

Sports 7-1
Tharaldson 6-2

Middle Division
Accelerated Greenworks 6-2

Tri-State Tire 4-2

Lower Division

Strokers 4-4

Thursday men
Classic Division interplay

Town Hall 5-3

Associates 1-7
Middle Division interplay

5-3

Network Center 1-5
Central Division

Lower Division

1-5

GOLF

Camps
Kids Camp at Lida Greens Golf Course
Pelican Rapids, Minn.
June 15
Grades 1-5; beginner and intermediate in-

863-1531 to register.

RUNNING

Triathlon
Chippewa Triathlon Canoe, Bike and

Run Race
Cass Lake, Minn.
June 12

-

-

-

www.chippewatriathlon.com.

Submit items for the Recreation Score-
board by e-mail to sports@forum-
comm.com. Deadline for submission
is each Tuesday at 5 p.m.  

BASKETBALL

Professional
Results/schedule

National Basketball Association 

Tuesday, June 8 

1-1

Wednesday, June 9 

Thursday, June 10
-

lyn leads 2-0

BASEBALL 

Professional 
Results/schedule

Major League Baseball
Wednesday, June 9 

p.m. 

p.m.
Thursday, June 10

p.m.

American Association
Tuesday, June 8 

inn.)
Wednesday, June 9 

Thursday, June 10

High school 
Results

Minnesota 
Class 4A, Section 8 Tournament 
Monday, June 7 

Tuesday, June 8 

Championship 
-

ers 1 

Class 3A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

-
dria 2

Thursday, June 10 
Championship 

-
phen, 11 a.m. 

11) Second game, 1:30 p.m., if necessary 

Class 2A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

-
ahga 5

Thursday, June 10 

Game 13 winner, 2:30 p.m.
Friday, June 11 
15) Championship, 4 p.m., if necessary 

Class 1A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

Central 0
Thursday,  June 10 

-

cred Heart, 2 p.m. 
23) Championship, 4 p.m., if necessary 

HOCKEY

Professional
Results/schedule

National Hockey League

Second round
Tuesday, June 8 
Tampa Bay 2, Carolina 0, Tampa Bay wins 

4-1 
Vegas at Colorado, 8 p.m., series tied 2-2
Wednesday, June 9 

Thursday, June 10
Carolina at Tampa Bay, if necessary
Colorado at Vegas, 8 p.m.

SOFTBALL

High school
Schedule/results

Minnesota 
Class 4A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

-
head 2

-

Thursday, June 10 

Championship

Class 3A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

inn.)

-
andria 5

Thursday, June 10 

Championship

winner 

Class 2A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

inn.)

Thursday, June 10 

13 winner

Class 1A, Section 8 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

-
bon 3

0
Thursday, June 10 

p.m. 

23) Championship: 6 p.m., if necessary 

Class 1A, Section 6 Tournament 
Tuesday, June 8 

-
cock 0

-
sley 8

Thursday, June 10 

GOLF 

High school girls
Results 

Tuesday, June 8
Minnesota Class 1A, Section 6 meet
At Perham Lakeside Golf Club
Team scores

194
-

an 8-iron

-

Email scores and results to sports@
forumcomm.com

TODAY’S LOCAL CALENDAR
Professional
Major League Baseball

American Association of Professional Baseball

High School
Boys Golf

Bismarck.

TODAY’S TV
MLB

NBA

WNBA

NHL

Soccer

Softball

Storms mean a long 
Wednesday for 
Class A state  
boys golfers

BISMARCK — The 
first round of the North 
Dakota Class A State 
Boys Golf Tournament 
was scheduled to be 
played at Hawktree Golf 
Club on Tuesday. The 
weather didn’t cooper-
ate.

Due to repeated 
weather delays persist-
ing through the day and 
into the late evening, 
the first round was sus-
pended and is set to 
continue Wednesday.

No players completed 
more than a handful of 
holes before the delays.

After several hours of 
delays and no end to 
the storms imminent, 
at 2:30 p.m., players, 
coaches, and fans were 
told to leave the golf 
course and that they 
would reassess the sit-
uation at 5:30 p.m. At 
that time, the weather 
had not improved and 
the first day was offi-
cially suspended.

The tournament is 
still scheduled for a 
full 36 holes. Round 1 
will resume at 7:15 a.m. 
Wednesday. Round 2 
will begin a minimum 
of 30 minutes after the 
conclusion of the first 
round with a tentative 
start time of 12:30-
12:45 p.m.

Forum staff reports

Baseball 
tournament in 
Fargo to raise 
awareness for 
suicide prevention

FARGO — The Liam 
G. Medd Baseball Tour-
nament, being held in 
honor of Fargo Davies 
High School student 
Liam G. Medd, who 
passed away on Feb. 1, 
2021, at 15 years old, is 
scheduled to occur from 
June 11-13.

Proceeds from the 
tournament will go 
to the 4-6-3 founda-
tion, a Dakota Medi-
cal Foundation fiscal 
sponsor project created 
to reduce stigma, build 
hope and end teen sui-
cide.

The tournament will 
be held at the Thar-
aldson Baseball Com-
plex and Starion Field 
in Fargo, and will fea-
ture youth travel and 
all-star teams from 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Minnesota. 
The event will kick off 
at 7 p.m. Friday, June 
11, with messages from 
Medd’s parents and Dr. 
Nicola Herting, a San-
ford Pediatric traumatic 
stress specialist.

Following the open-
ing ceremony, Medd’s 
former team will play 
in a featured game of 
the weekend begin-
ning at 8 p.m. It will be 
recorded and broadcast 
on KFGO at a later date 
as a highlight of the 
“Little League Night in 
America!” program.

Fargo Youth Baseball 
players will be wearing 
custom jerseys in the 
days leading up to the 
tournament, display-
ing the message, “You 

are not alone.” Games 
begin at 9 a.m. Friday. 
Admission is $10 for the 
whole tournament.

Forum staff reports

West rolls by East 
in ND Softball All-
Star Series finale

CASSELTON, N.D. — 
The West notched a 
20-8 victory over the 
East on Tuesday in the 
North Dakota Scheels 
Softball All-Star Series 
finale.

West Fargo’s Ashlyn 
Diemert belted a grand 
slam for the East All-
Stars. Grace Stumpf of 
Thompson had a hit and 
drove in two runs for 
the East. Kindred-Rich-
land’s Abby McDonald 
finished with three hits, 
while Jenna Leingang 
of Fargo Davies and 
Thompson’s Mackenzie 
Hughes each tallied two 
hits and a run scored.

Sydney Gustavvson of 
Mandan went 3-for-4 
with two home runs, 
six RBIs and two runs 
scored to pace the West. 
Bismarck Century’s 
Madison Zander, who 
was named series most 
valuable player, hom-
ered and finished 3-for-
3 with three RBIs.

Forum staff reports

Arbitrator upholds 
eight-game 
suspension for  
Avs’ Kadri

Colorado Avalanche 
forward Nazem Kadri’s 
eight-game suspension 
for an illegal check to 
the head of St. Louis 
Blues defenseman Jus-
tin Faulk has been 
upheld by indepen-
dent arbitrator Shyam 
Das, the NHL and NHL 
Players Association 
announced Tuesday.

Kadri appealed his 
suspension to Das 
after his initial appeal 
to NHL commission-
er Gary Bettman was 
unsuccessful on May 31.

Kadri has served six 
games of the suspen-
sion since his hit on 
Faulk in Game 2 of the 
first-round series on 
May 19. The initial sus-
pension was announced 
two days later by the 
NHL Department of 
Player Safety, and the 
league’s players’ asso-
ciation filed the appeal 
on May 23.

Kadri is eligible to 
return to the ice for the 
Avalanche in a poten-
tial Game 7 of the sec-
ond-round series ver-
sus the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Saturday. 
That series is tied at 
two wins apiece head-
ing into Game 5 on 
Tuesday.

Should the Avalanche 
be eliminated in six 
games, Kadri will miss 
the team’s opening 
contest of the 2021-22 
season.

Kadri, 30, posted 
32 points (11 goals, 21 
assists) in 56 games 
during the 2020-21 
season and has 425 
points (191 goals, 234 
assists) in 668 career 
games with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Ava-
lanche.

–Field Level Media

FARGO — David Washington’s 
solo home run in the 11th inning 
and solid relief work by Zach Hart-
man lifted the Milwaukee Milkmen 
to a 5-4 win over Fargo-Moorhead 
on Tuesday at Newman Outdoor 
Field.

Washington socked a 2-1 pitch 
from RedHawks reliever Austin Ver 
Steeg over the wall leading off the 
inning. Hartman set the RedHawks 
down in order in the bottom of the 
11th. He retired all six batters he 
faced and struck out three to get 
the win.

As they did in Monday’s weath-
er-shortened loss, the RedHawks 
got down early, surrendering three 
runs in the top of the first.

The RedHawks got a run back in 
the fourth on Leo Pina’s solo home 
run and, after Milwaukee took a 
4-1 lead in the sixth, picked up a 
second run in the home half on 
Dylan Kelly’s RBI single.

In the ninth, Kelly singled and 
Nick Shumpert pinch ran, and 
Kevin Krause singled and Will Zim-
merman ran for him. Shumpert 
and Zimmerman moved up on Alex 
Boxwell’s sacrifice and they both 
scored on Sam Dexter’s RBI single.

Dexter was 2-for-4 with the two 

RBI and Kelly was 2-for-2 with a 
walk and an RBI. Ver Steeg allowed 
one run on three hits and struck 
out three in three innings.

The RedHawks and Milkmen 

play the third game of a four-game 
set at 7:02 p.m. Wednesday, May 9, 
at Newman.

Forum staff reports

Solo shot lifts Milwaukee 
over RedHawks in 11 innings

David Samson / The Forum



continuing to build up 
the endurance for him.”

Three years removed 
from open heart surgery 
and nearly two years 
removed from Tommy 
John surgery, Hinsz said 
he’s working his way 
back to full strength 
after pitching only 25 
innings over 2018, 2019 
and 2020.

“It’s definitely 
been nice to play 
again. I couldn’t be 
more thankful for the 
RedHawks giving me 
the opportunity to come 
back and play,” he said. 
“Other than working 
through some of the 
bugs with having a new 
elbow, my arm feels as 
good as it ever has. … 
I feel like there is just 
as much in the tank as 
in the past. It’s just a 
matter of building back 
up and getting to that 
point.”

The 6-foot-2, 222-
pound Hinsz said 
coming back from 
the Tommy John 
surgery has been 
more challenging than 
bouncing back from the 
heart procedure. He still 
gets yearly checkups for 
his heart.

“I would say the 

arm,” Hinsz said on 
what took longer to 
recover. “The heart 
surgery, that was going 
to take time, that’s 
something that had to 
happen.”

Prior to the 2015 
season, a routine 
physical with the 
Pirates is when Hinsz 
learned he had a heart 
murmur. After that, he 
had annual checkups 
to monitor his heart. A 
2018 checkup revealed 
the valve leak had 
worsened.

“Luckily, I was getting 
physicals every year 
so we knew something 
was wrong,” Hinsz said. 
“We knew that I had a 
leaky valve. It just got to 
the point where it was 
time for surgery.”

After a successful 
surgery, Hinsz said 
he spent one night in 
the intensive care unit 
and a few nights in 
the hospital before he 
returned to Billings. 
Dr. Lars Svennson 
performed the surgery 
at the Cleveland Clinic.

“Recovery wasn’t 
bad,” said Hinsz, who 
wasn’t allowed to carry 
anything heavier than a 
carton of milk for four 
to six weeks after the 
surgery. “It was a slow 
gradual buildup.”

Hinsz said he started 
throwing again about 
6 to 9 weeks after the 

surgery and played 
winter ball in Puerto 
Rico that following fall, 
pitching 25 innings. He 
returned home before 
Christmas in 2018.

“I just wanted to go 
home and be with the 
family, especially that 
year,” he said.

Hinsz said he is 
grateful for the support 
he’s received from 
family, friends and 
teammates over the 
past few years. Some 
of his friends set up 
a GoFundMe to help 
pay for his medical 
expenses.

“I couldn’t be more 
thankful for all of them 
helping out,” he said.

Hinsz said he was 
having a good 2019 
spring training when 
something in his elbow 
didn’t feel right as he 
broke camp with the 
Pirates Class Double-A 
affiliate. He tried to 
rehab the injury for 
several months before 
having Tommy John 
surgery that July.

“We’re headed in a 
good direction right 
now,” Hinsz said of 
this season with the 
RedHawks. “The first 
several outings it was 
making sure I was 
taking care of my arm. 
… I feel like I finally got 
that nailed down.”

Hinsz, who went 
to Billings West High 

School, played American 
Legion baseball for 
the Billings Scarlets 
prior to being drafted 
since Montana doesn’t 
have prep baseball. 
Away from the baseball 

diamond, he likes to 
work on older vehicles 
and hunt. One of 
his favorite vehicles 
is a 1971 Plymouth 
Barracuda.

“It’s green at the 

moment with a little bit 
of rust,” Hinsz said with 
a laugh. “It’s not quite 
running yet, it’s pretty 
close. I like getting 
them mechanically as 
sound as possible.”
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THIS FALL

ON THE NETWORKS  
OF WDAY

Upcoming Features and 
Niche Publications

Contact your Forum Advertising Consultant today!

701-241-5431 | adfeatures@forumcomm.com

The Good Life
We’re partnering with our friends at Urban Toad Media to 

bring you the opportunity to advertise in the area’s premier 

men’s magazine featuring inspirational men in our communi-

ty. It covers a variety of topics including local heroes, fathers, 

sports, and advice for men. Popular with all readers!

Next issue: July 1
Advertising Deadline: June 10

Fargo AirSho Program
We are proud to partner with the Fargo AirSho on the 

creation and distribution of the OFFICIAL souvenir program 

for the 2021 event. This year will be extra special after the 

2020 show was canceled and with the return of the Blue 

Angels as the headliner! You can get your business in front 

of both visitors and locals. 

Available on: July 24 & 25
Advertising Deadline: June 17

Lakeshore Properties
Our Fargo-Moorhead area residents love the lakes! Ev-

ery year May-August we put together a guide to area 

lake homes, cabins and lakeshore property for sale. 

Next Issue: June 26
Advertising Deadline: June 17

Generations
A lifestyle publication for mature adults. This wildly popular 

feature comes out six times per year and covers everything 

having to do with senior living from healthcare to hobbies 

to housing and services. 

Next issue: July 14
Advertising Deadline: July 1

On The Minds of Moms
This magazine is dedicated to providing parents of all ages a 

bimonthly resource they can trust. A fresh approach to traditional 

parenting publications, we are modern and inspiring while offering a 

community of local support and real-life advice for today’s family.

Next issue: August 2       
Advertising Deadline: July 9

HINSZ
From Page B1

Elk River in the semis.
“I think this one is 

kind of a matchup we 
were hoping for,” Deel-
stra said. “It’s been kind 
of like a revenge tour, 
playing STMA after get-
ting our butts kicked by 
them and beating them. 
I’d say Buffalo is next on 
the list.”

Buffalo edged Moor-
head 9-8 in the lone 
regular-season meeting 
between the teams. In 
2019, the Bison ended 
Moorhead’s season in 
the Section 8A round of 
16. Though, the Spuds 
aren’t dwelling on either 
loss.

“After our game in 
Buffalo at the start of 
the year, everyone has 
been talking about how 
we want to play them 
again,” Searls said. “I 
think everyone will be 
fired up, and it should be 
a fun game.”

The Spuds used a 
high-scoring fourth 
quarter on Monday to get 
past the Knights, who 
beat them 15-6 just over 
five weeks ago in the 
regular season. Moor-
head opened the final 
semifinal frame with 
four unanswered goals. 
STMA cut the lead with 
two scores in the last 
three minutes, but the 

Spuds were too much to 
handle.

“Everyone was defi-
nitely hyped up on the 
bench and on the field,” 
said Gavin Feil, a soph-
omore defender. “With 
the final seconds wind-
ing down, you had to 
kind of step back and 
realize, ‘Hey, we real-
ly did it. We did what 
everyone thought we 
wouldn’t be able to do.’”

Deelstra gave cred-
it to Spuds goalie Gavin 
Lindberg, whose “play 
has been outstanding 
throughout this tour-
nament.” Lindberg also 
plays hockey for Moor-
head.

Moorhead has enjoyed 
a rare level of success for 
a program so new. The 
Moorhead School Board 

voted to bring boys and 
girls lacrosse to the high 
school in June 2018.

The Spuds set the 
standard early on as they 
opened this season with 
three straight wins — 
outscoring their first 
three opponents by a 
combined 37-9.

They flew into the 
playoffs a bit under the 
radar, but have proved to 
be a team not to under-
estimate. The Spuds 
grabbed their first post-
season win in program 
history with a dominant, 
15-2 victory over No. 5 
seed Becker in the quar-
terfinals last Thursday.

“Coming from 
Moorhead, in sports, 
we’ve always been a 
hard-working city over-
all,” said Feil, a defen-

sive captain. “We’ve 
always kind of been the 
underdogs, not being in 
the (Twin Cities) area. 
We knew we’d have to 
work for it, that’s for 
sure.”

All three of Moorhead’s 
losses this season came 
during a three-game 
skid. The Spuds bounced 
back to win the next six 
games, and will be riding 
that six-game win streak 
into the section final.

“I think with some of 
the new schemes that 
were installed, the chem-
istry has just blossomed 
so much over the last 
couple of weeks,” Deel-
stra said. “They’ve really 
been able to mesh and 
know what each other is 
going to be doing.”

As they prepare for 

Wednesday’s matchup, 
it’s business as usual for 
the Spuds. The expecta-
tions remain the same.

“Just do the simple
things,” Searls said.
Sports reporter Carissa Wigginton 
can be reached at (701) 241-5536.

Special to The Forum
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By Chris Tomasson
St. Paul Pioneer Press
Quarterback Kellen 

Mond will play next sea-
son for the Minnesota 
Vikings, 1,250 miles north 
of his hometown of San 
Antonio. For an instant, 
though, it looked as if he 
might have stayed in his 
native Texas.

Mond was drafted out 
of Texas A&M with the 
No. 66 pick in the third 
round by the Vikings on 
April 30, the second day 
of the NFL draft. They 
apparently snatched him 
away from the Houston 
Texans, who had the No. 
67 selection.

“(There was a) phone 
call from his agent, text 
message, and the agent 
said, ‘Hey, the Houston 
Texans are getting ready 
to select (Mond) at pick 
67,’ ” Mond’s father, 
Kevin, said. “So, we’re 
sitting (at the San Anto-
nio family home) on the 
couch and (Mond) gets 
the phone call a couple 
of minutes later and it’s 
a team.

“Then, when he hung 
up the phone, he goes, 
‘I’m going to the Vikings.’ 
The Texans had already 
told his agent they’re 
getting ready to take him 
at pick 67. The Vikings 
happened to have the pick 
66.”

Houston wound up 

choosing Stanford quar-
terback Davis Mills with 
the next pick.

“It wasn’t supposed to 
be Mills,” Kevin Mond 
said. “It was going to be 
Kellen.”

Mond is expected to 
back up Kirk Cousins this 
fall. Had he gone to the 
Texans, he might have 
found himself in the mix 
to start as a rookie con-
sidering the uncertain 
future of Deshaun Wat-
son, who is facing 22 civil 
lawsuits accusing him of 
sexual assault and inap-
propriate behavior. Wat-
son has denied the accu-
sations.

Nevertheless, Kevin 
Mond said his son is 
pleased he instead ended 
up with the Vikings.

“I think he’s comfort-
able and he likes the deci-
sion,” Mond’s father said. 
“He’s thrilled about being 
in Minnesota. … In Hous-
ton, he might be rushed 
into it. (He can) sit back 
and watch and learn. But 
he’s a fast learner.”

Kevin Mond said his son 
has no issues with play-
ing far from home after it 
had looked as if he might 
stay in Texas. Houston is 
about 200 miles from San 
Antonio, and about 100 
from Texas A&M in Col-
lege Station.

“He wanted to get 
away,” the senior Mond 

said. “He wanted to start 
his own life, his own 
career and get away and 
do things away from fam-
ily and Texas, and A&M is 
right down the highway. 
He just wants to start his 
own journey, and I think 
that’s good.”

“You work with the 
hand you’re dealt,’’ he 

continued. “If that’s the 
hand you’re dealt, you go 
and you work and you 
work to get better and 
you’ve got to do that no 
matter where you’re at. 
He’s got to do that in 
Minnesota, so he would 
have handled (going to 
Houston) fine.”

For now, Mond is busy 
getting acclimated in 

Minnesota. He took part 
Tuesday in the seventh 
practice of organized 
team activities, which 
will conclude Friday. The 
Vikings on June 15-17 will 
complete spring drills 
with a mandatory mini-
camp.

“Kellen has done a good 
job,” head coach Mike 
Zimmer said last week. 

“He’s hanging in there 
mentally with everything. 
The coaches are work-
ing all the time with him, 
continually working. He’s 
still got a long way to go. 
But as far as the men-
tal aspect of things, he’s 
hanging in there pretty 
good.”
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ball, six holes of alter-
nate shot and a six-hole 
scramble.

A dinner, social and 
silent auction will follow 
at Hagge’s Bar & Grill 
in Mapleton. Golfers are 
coming from all corners 
of North Dakota and 
Minnesota. For instance, 
Ron Wright, a retired 
referee from Williston, 
N.D., sent three boxes of 
Terry Redlin prints for 
the auction.

Aaron Hill, one of the 
owners of the Fargo 
Brewery and a former 
referee, donated several 
items from his business.

“It has snowballed into 
a blizzard, which is a 
good thing,” said Heise, 
whose best man in his 

wedding was Klundt. 
“I’m not surprised 
because Dave knows a 
lot of people.”

Klundt, from Fargo and 
the events and aquatics 
manager for the Fargo 
Park District, has been 
all over the map in his 
contribution to officiat-
ing. He’s been on a foot-
ball crew in the North-
ern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference for years and 
assigns crews for foot-
ball games in the North 
Star Athletic Association.

He’s reffed at the col-
lege and high school 
level in basketball for 
many years, a job where 
he’s worked mainly with 
about a dozen familiar 
faces. He officiated an 
NCAA Division III wom-
en’s basketball national 
tournament quarterfi-

nal game and numer-
ous conference tourneys. 
He’s umpired NAIA, high 
school and American 
Legion baseball.

“You do your job and 
focus on that but the 
relationships you build, 
the camaraderie — giv-
ing each other a hard 
time — you spend more 
time doing that,” Klundt 
said. “And then you get 
to some point where it’s 
let’s focus on the game. 
Let’s talk about new 
rules, mechanics, maybe 
the league and some 
game film they want us 
to look at. But the vast 
majority of the time, it’s 
about getting to know 
each other.”

Dave said Katie is 
working her way from 
being in a wheelchair 
to a walker. There’s no
official diagnosis but 
she’s on the mend. Lend 
A Hand Up (www.lenda-
handup.org) is matching 
funds up to $5,000.

“I’ve known Chris 
for 35 years, it’s typical 
Chris,” Dave said. “He’s
such a kind-heart-
ed, organized guy who 
always wants to help out
people. When he sets his 
mind to doing some-
thing, he’s always in. It 
is much appreciated.”
Readers can reach Forum reporter 

Jeff Kolpack at (701) 241-5546. 
Kolpack’s Media Blog can be 
found at www.inforum.com/

bison-media-blog and Twitter @
FGOSPORTSWRITER

Submitted photo
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Field Level Media
Those holding out hope 

for a resolution to the 
Aaron Rodgers standoff 
with the Green Bay Pack-
ers are out of luck.

Rodgers is not present 
at the team’s mandatory 
minicamp, which began 
Tuesday morning with 
team meetings.

The 37-year-old quar-
terback is entangled in a 
tense holdout he said is 
tied to the team’s man-
agement of the roster and 
communication with the 
front office.

Rodgers has told mem-
bers of the organization 
he wants a trade and will 
not play in Green Bay 
again.

But team president 
Mark Murphy and general 
manager Brian Gutekunst 
insist there’s no trade 
coming for the reigning 
NFL MVP, despite inqui-
ries from multiple teams, 
including the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and Denver 

Broncos.
Green Bay coach Matt 

LaFleur said all he can do 
is coach the players who 
show up.

“You’d love everybody 
to be here,” LaFleur said. 
“It is what it is, man, 
and we’ll focus and we’ll 
control and work on the 
guys that are here and 
try to help them become 
the best to their ability 
and coach the heck out of 
them.”

Packers receiv-
er Davante Adams and 
offensive tackle David 
Bakhtiari weren’t timid 
about the situation. Both 
players made it clear they 
stand firmly behind Rod-
gers.

“I’ve got his back 
through everything so he 
knows that, at the end of 
the day, if there’s ever 
a wonder if he’s lost a 
teammate or something 
because of all that’s come 
out, he knows where I 
stand,” said Adams, 

a four-time Pro Bowl 
selection who led the 
NFL with 18 touchdowns 
catches last season. “I’ll 
stand on the (bleeping) 
mountain and scream on 
the mountaintop that I’ve 
got his back.”

Bakhtiari, a three-time 
Pro Bowl selection, is a 
close friend of Rodgers. 
He attended last month’s 
Kentucky Derby with his 

longtime teammate.
“For me, I care about 

Aaron Rodgers from 
a friend perspective,” 
Bakhtiari said. “Whatever 
he wants to do, whatever 
the situation that comes 
out, I will never hold 
any grudge against him. 
That is my friend. That 
is someone that I have 
appreciated, and he has 
done a lot for this orga-

nization and a lot for me 
as an individual.

“Now, as a teammate 
I would be idiotic to say 
that I don’t want the MVP 
back. He’s the MVP of 
the league last year. He’s 
done amazing things as 
from the quarterback 
perspective, our quar-
terback position, but not 
only for the franchise. So 
absolutely.”

With Rodgers stay-
ing away — he’s been 
training in California 
and recently vacationed 
in Hawaii — the Pack-
ers are using 2020 first-
round pick Jordan Love 
at quarterback with the 
first-team offense.

Love experienced some 
rough spots on Tues-
day, particularly with his 
accuracy.

“He needs every rep he 
can get right now,” LaF-
leur said of Love. “He’s 
a young quarterback that 
was not afforded a pre-
season last year, and so 

we’ll give him as many
(snaps) as he can han-
dle. We’ll spell him every
now and again, but I just
think every rep that he 
takes is so valuable, and
he can learn something
from both the good and
the bad.”

If he sticks to his hold-
out stance or retires, 
Rodgers has a base salary 
of $14.7 million in 2021 
he’d forfeit. He could also 
be forced to pay back pre-
viously earned bonuses.

Because the minicamp 
is mandatory, Rodgers 
is subject up to $93,805 
in fines if he misses the 
entire three-day camp.

Four Green Bay play-
ers are being held out 
due to COVID-19 proto-
cols: linebackers Pres-
ton Smith and Za’Darius 
Smith, guard Elgton Jen-
kins and defensive end 
Dean Lowry.

Teammates defend no-show Rodgers at Packers minicamp

By Chris Tomasson
St. Paul Pioneer Press

The Minnesota Vikings 
have had success with 
players who try out at 
rookie minicamps. They 
hope that trend will con-
tinue.

The team on Tuesday, 
June 8, announced the 
signing of cornerback 
Amari Henderson, who 
tried out at the May 14-16 
rookie minicamp. The 
St. Paul Pioneer Press 
reported the impending 
move on Monday.

Previous tryout players 
to make a mark for the 
Vikings include two-time 
Pro Bowl wide receiver 

Adam Thielen, receiver 
Chad Beebe and former 
kick returner Marcus 
Sherels.

Henderson was 
undrafted out of Wake 
Forest in 2020 after being 
second in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference in 2019 
with four interceptions. 
He was then signed by 
Jacksonville and spent 
the first week of the sea-
son on the Jaguars’ prac-
tice squad before being 
released. The 6-foot-1 
Henderson has bulked up 
from 168 to 188 pounds 
since being undrafted.

The Pioneer Press 
reported on May 16 that 

the Vikings wanted to 
sign Henderson after 
he concluded the rook-
ie minicamp but the 
death of his older broth-
er delayed the process. 
According to a source, 
Henderson’s brother was 
killed in a hit-and-run 
accident in Texas on May 
13, the day before the 
start of the minicamp, 
and his funeral was May 
29 in Ohio.

Henderson’s signing 
gives the Vikings 11 cor-
nerbacks on the roster, 
and it brings their off-
season roster up to the 
NFL maximum of 90. He 
took part in Tuesday’s 

start of the third week 
of organized team activ-
ities.

The Vikings on Tuesday 
also officially signed cor-
nerback Bashaud Bree-
land, who had agreed
to terms last Friday on 
a one-year deal that
a source said is worth 
as much as $4 million. 
Breeland took part in 
Tuesday’s OTA session.

Henderson becomes 
the second player signed 
by the Vikings after 
attending last month’s
rookie minicamp as a try-
out player. They signed 
tackle Evin Ksiezarczyk 
on May 17.

Vikings announce signing of cornerback Amari Henderson

Vikings beat Texans to Mond on draft day
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Field Level Media
Gary Sanchez and 

Miguel Andujar both 
homered and the New 
York Yankees took 
advantage of four Min-
nesota errors to snap 
their four-game losing 
streak with an 8-4 vic-
tory over the Twins in 
the opener of a three-
game series on Tuesday 
night in Minneapolis.

DJ LeMahieu, Gleyber 
Torres, Giancarlo Stan-
ton, Sanchez and Andu-
jar each had two hits 
and Andujar also scored 
three times for New 
York. Jonathan Loaisiga 
(5-2) picked up the win 
in relief.

Ryan Jeffers had two 
hits and two RBIs and 
Ryan Refsnyder and 

Trevor Larnach also had 
two hits for Minnesota. 
Taylor Rogers (2-3) suf-
fered the loss.

Minnesota jumped out 
to a 2-0 lead in the first 
inning with three hits 
off New York starter Jor-
dan Montgomery. Josh 
Donaldson singled and 
advanced to third one 
out later on a single by 
Miguel Sano. Jeffers then 
lined a 3-2 pitch down 
the left field line to drive 
in both Donaldson and 
Sano.

The Yankees came 
back to tie it in the fifth 
with both runs coming 
in to score without a hit. 
Andujar walked with one 
out and Brett Gardner 
and LeMahieu followed 
with singles to load the 

bases. Aaron Judge then 
walked to force in a run 
and Gardner later scored 

on a wild pitch to tie it.
New York took a 3-2 

lead in the sixth when 

Sanchez lined a single, 
went to third on a dou-
ble by Rougned Odor and 
scored on a sacrifice fly 
by Gardner.

The Twins tied it in the 
bottom of the sixth when 
Larnach singled and 
scored on Refsnyder’s 
double off the top of the 
fence in left-center.

New York then par-
layed three singles with 
two Minnesota errors to 
push across two runs off 
reliever Rogers and take 
a 5-3 lead in the eighth. 
Clint Frazier led off with 
a pinch-hit single and 
went to second on a sin-
gle by Andujar. Gardner 
then sacrificed Tyler 
Wade, who pinch-ran 
for Frazier, to third and 
Andujar to second. With 

the infield in, LeMahieu 
then hit a grounder to 
second baseman Jorge 
Polanco, who then threw 
wildly to home to allow 
Wade to score. Andjuar 
then scored on a fielder’s 
choice by Judge.

The Yankees broke the 
game open with three 
runs in the ninth off 
reliever Griffin Jax, who 
was making his major 
league debut. Gio Urshe-
la led off with a bloop 
single and Sanchez then 
lined his seventh home 
run of the season into the 
bleachers in left-center. 
One out later, Andujar 
hit his fourth homer of 
the season, a 449-foot 
blast into the second 
deck in left-center.

By Betsy Helfand
St. Paul Pioneer Press
The Minnesota Twins 

entered Tuesday night’s 
game 12 games back of 
the division-leading 
White Sox, tied with the 
Tigers at the bottom of 
the American League 
Central.

But hours before a 
tough stretch of games 
against the New York 
Yankees and Hous-
ton Astros kicked off, 
Twins general manag-
er Thad Levine said the 
Twins were still at a 
point where they could 
be patient, taking more 
time to assess the team 
before making a deci-
sion on whether or not 
it would be selling off 
before the July 30 trade 
deadline.

“We can take a lit-
tle bit of a longer path 
look at it. You’ve got tre-
mendous heft here on 
this homestand, playing 
two of the best American 
League teams that are 
out there, of really get-
ting a sense of where we 
stack up against them,” 
Levine said. “But we’re 
going to continue to 
evaluate the team and 

use every bit of time we 
have to be patient in our 
decision making. In that 
regard, it’s a little bit 
different than it’s been 
the last couple of years.”

As opposed to the past 
two seasons when the 
Twins were firmly in 
contention, looking to 
improve upon a playoff 
team, the Twins have 
found themselves in an 
unexpected position, 
vastly underperforming 
expectations.

They have many vet-
erans on expiring con-
tracts, among them Nel-
son Cruz, Michael Pine-
da, Andrelton Simmons 
and Hansel Robles, who 
could be targets for other 
teams if the Twins do 
decide to become sellers.

Levine said the Twins 
are using this time to do 
as much “objective eval-
uation of what our real 
chances are and what 
path is most prudent to 
take,” to try to help the 
team win today or try to 
help the franchise win in 
the future.

And while the Twins 
haven’t yet deemed 
themselves sellers, other 
clubs haven’t yet started 

to treat them as such.
“I think, like us, a lot 

of teams in the industry 
view us as a very talent-
ed club that is just ready 
to go on a run,” Levine 
said. “I think there’s 
some degree of, it’s early 
in the season. There also 
may be some degree of 
decorum that they’re not 
calling us yet to insin-
uate that they think we 
could be selling.”

Cole responds
On Friday, Twins third 

baseman Josh Donald-
son questioned wheth-
er it was a coincidence 
that Gerrit Cole’s spin 
rate numbers went down 
during his last start after 
four minor leaguers had 
been suspended after 
being caught using 
sticky foreign substances 
to doctor baseballs.

On Tuesday, Cole 
responded.

“In regards to Josh, 
specifically, I kind of 
felt it was a bit of a 
low-hanging fruit, but 
he’s entitled to his opin-
ion and to voice his opin-
ion,” Cole told Yankees 
reporters over Zoom.

Cole, during the same 
Zoom, was asked wheth-

er he had used Spider 
Tack, a substance used 
to enhance performance 
that MLB is trying to 
crack down on, while 
pitching.

“I don’t,” he said, 
before taking a long 
pause, “I don’t know. 
I don’t know if — I 
don’t quite know how to 
answer that to be hon-
est.”

Cole is scheduled 
to start on Wednesday 
night at Target Field 
against the Twins.

Injury updates
Byron Buxton began 

a rehab assignment 
on Tuesday over in St. 
Paul, one which manag-
er Rocco Baldelli said he 
expects to last at least 
three game.

Buxton (hip) served as 
the Saints’ designated 
hitter on Tuesday and 
Baldelli said he expects 
Buxton to play in the 
field at least for half of 
the game, if not more, 
on Wednesday. Buxton 
then may play on Thurs-
day or may take a day, 
Baldelli said.

“I do think he’s going 
to play at least three 
games, at least two in 

the field,” Baldelli said.
Kenta Maeda will join 

him on Wednesday in St. 
Paul, where he is expect-
ed to throw 50-55 pitch-
es in his rehab outing.

Max Kepler (ham-
string) is not yet run-
ning at 100 percent, 
Baldelli said, so his stay 
on the injured list could 
be a bit longer than the 
Twins were original-
ly anticipating, Baldel-
li said. Kepler went on 
the injured list on May 
30 and the Twins were 
expecting him to take 
somewhere between 10 
days and two weeks to 
return.

The Twins did get one 
center fielder back on 
Tuesday, welcoming Rob 
Refsnyder back from the 
seven-day concussion 
list. To make room to 
the roster, they optioned 
Gilberto Celestino.

Refsnyder suffered his 
concussion running into 
the wall in Baltimore 
trying to chase after a 
home run. Refsnyder 
said he woke up in the 
middle of the night not 
feeling great and as time 
went by, he started feel-
ing a little nauseous.

“(It) definitely won’t 
be the last embarrassing 
thing I do on a baseball 
field,” Refsnyder said. 
“When you play hard and 
you try to make plays, 
you’re going to mess up, 
especially in our game, 
probably more than 
you’re going to succeed. 
Just tried to keep that in 
perspective. I don’t want 
to be the butt of a joke, 
but it won’t be the last 
embarrassing thing I do 
on the field.”

Briefly
Minor leaguer Matt 

Canterino, one of the 
Twins’ top pitching 
prospects does not have 
structural damage in his 
elbow, an MRI revealed. 
Canterino was placed 
on the injured list with 
elbow inflammation over 
the weekend. … Reliev-
er Juan Minaya cleared 
waivers and accepted 
his outright assignment 
to Triple-A St. Paul. 
… Randy Dobnak will 
start opposite Cole on 
Wednesday. Dobnak has 
not faced the Yankees 
since the 2019 American 
League Division Series.

American League
East

 W L Pct GB
Tampa Bay 39 23 .629 —
Boston 37 24 .607 1.5
NY Yankees 32 29 .525 6.5
Toronto 30 28 .517 7.0
Baltimore 22 38 .367 16.0

Central
 W L Pct GB
Chi. White Sox 37 23 .617 —
Cleveland 32 26 .552 4.0
Kansas City 29 29 .500 7.0
Detroit 25 35 .417 12.0
Minnesota 24 36 .400 13.0

West
 W L Pct GB
Oakland 35 26 .574 —
Houston 34 26 .567 .5
Seattle 30 32 .484 5.5
LA Angels 28 32 .467 6.5
Texas 23 39 .371 12.5

National League
East

 W L Pct GB
NY Mets 29 24 .547 —
Atlanta 29 29 .500 2.5
Philadelphia 28 31 .475 4.0
Miami 26 34 .433 6.5
Washington 24 33 .421 7.0

Central
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 34 26 .567 —
Chi. Cubs 33 27 .550 1.0
St. Louis 31 30 .508 3.5
Cincinnati 28 30 .483 5.0
Pittsburgh 23 36 .390 10.5

West
 W L Pct GB
San Francisco 38 22 .633 —
San Diego 37 25 .597 2.0
LA Dodgers 35 25 .583 3.0
Colorado 24 37 .393 14.5
Arizona 20 41 .328 18.5

Tuesday’s results

NY Yankees 8, Minnesota 4
NYY ab r h bi MIN ab r h bi
LMahiu 1b 6 0 2 1 Garlick rf 5 0 0 0
Judge rf 4 0 0 2 Dnldsn dh 4 1 1 0
Torres ss 5 0 2 0 Polanco 2b 4 0 0 0
Stanton dh 5 0 2 0 Sano 1b 4 1 1 0
Urshela 3b 5 1 1 0 Jeffers c 4 0 2 2
Sanchez c 5 2 2 2 Larnach lf 4 2 2 0
Odor 2b 3 0 1 0 Rfsnydr cf 3 0 2 1
Frazier ph 1 0 1 0 Krlloff pr 1 0 1 0
Wade pr 1 1 0 0 Astudll 3b 4 0 0 0
Andujar lf 4 3 2 1 Simmons ss 4 0 1 0
Gardner cf 3 1 1 1     
Totals 42 8 14 7 Totals 37 4 10 3
NY Yankees  000 021 023 — 8
Minnesota  200 001 001 — 4
E—Astudillo 1, Pineda 1, J.Polanco 1, 
Simmons 1, Wade 1. LOB—Minnesota 6, 
New York 11. 2B—Jeffers (2), LeMahieu 
(7), Odor (4), Refsnyder (4). HR—Andujar 
(4), G.Sanchez (7). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
NY Yankees
Montgomery 5 2-3 8 3 3 0 6
Loaisiga W, 5-2 1 1-3 0 0 0 0 0
Green H, 9 1 0 0 0 0 1
W.Peralta 1 2 1 1 0 0
Minnesota
Pineda 4 1-3 4 2 2 2 2
Alcala 1 1 1 0 0 1
Colome 2-3 1 0 0 0 0
Farrell 1 2 0 0 0 1
Ta.Rogers L, 2-3 1 3 2 2 0 0
Jax 1 3 3 3 0 1
Inherited runners-scored—Loaisiga 1-0, 
Alcala 3-1, Colome 1-1. WP—Montgomery 
(3), Alcala (1). 
Umpires—Home, Nick Mahrley; First, 
Quinn Wolcott; Second, Hunter Wendelst-
edt; Third, Tripp Gibson III.
T—3:32. A—17,949 (42,035)

Miami 6, Colorado 2
COL ab r h bi MIA ab r h bi
Tapia lf 4 0 1 0 Chsholm ss 5 2 2 0
Hampson cf 4 1 1 0 Marte cf 4 2 3 0

Blckmon rf 3 1 2 0 Aguilar 1b 3 0 2 2
McMahon 2b 4 0 0 1 Dckrson lf 4 1 1 2
Fuentes 3b 3 0 0 0 Duvall rf 4 0 2 2
Adams 1b 2 0 0 0 Diaz 3b 3 0 0 0
Daza cf 1 0 0 0 Alfaro c 4 0 1 0
Rodgers ss 3 0 0 0 Berti 2b 4 1 2 0
Nunez c 3 0 1 0 Lopez sp 3 0 0 0
Snzatla sp 2 0 0 0 Sierra ph 1 0 0 0
Estevez rp 0 0 0 0 Bleier rp 0 0 0 0
Gilbrth rp 0 0 0 0     
Cron ph 1 0 0 0     
Almonte rp 0 0 0 0     
Totals 30 2 5 1 Totals 35 6 13 6
Colorado  100 100 000 — 2
Miami  004 000 20x — 6
LOB—Miami 7, Colorado 2. 2B—Agui-
lar (10), Blackmon (12), Hampson (13). 
3B—C.Dickerson (3). SB—S.Marte (6). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Senzatela L, 2-6 6 9 4 4 1 8
Estevez 1-3 4 2 2 0 1
Gilbreath 2-3 0 0 0 0 2
Y.Almonte 1 0 0 0 0 1
Miami
P.Lopez W, 2-3 8 5 2 2 0 8
Bleier 1 0 0 0 1 0
Inherited runners-scored—Gilbreath 2-0. 
WP—Gilbreath (2), P.Lopez (3). 
Umpires—Home, Andy Fletcher; First, Pat 
Hoberg; Second, Ben May; Third, Carlos 
Torres.
T—2:45. A—4,863 (37,000)

Baltimore 10, NY Mets 3
NYM ab r h bi BAL ab r h bi
Villar 3b 4 0 0 0 Mullins cf 4 1 2 1
Lindor ss 2 1 0 0 Mancini dh 5 0 2 1
Blnknhrn 2b 1 0 0 0 Sntndr rf 4 2 2 1
McCann 1b 4 0 1 0 Wlkrson rf 0 0 0 0
Alonso dh 4 2 2 3 Mntcstl 1b 5 0 1 1
Smith lf 4 0 1 0 Galvis ss 5 2 3 0
Pillar cf 2 0 0 0 Svrino c 4 2 2 0
Nido c 3 0 0 0 Franco 3b 4 2 2 3
McKinny rf 2 0 0 0 Valaika 2b 4 1 2 3
Willims cf 1 0 0 0 McKenna lf 4 0 0 0
Peraza 2b 3 0 0 0     
Totals 30 3 4 3 Totals 39 10 1 6  
10
NY Mets  200 000 001 — 3
Baltimore  031 131 01x — 10
LOB—Baltimore 8, New York 2. 2B—
Franco (14), Galvis (11), Mullins (17), 
Santander (10), Valaika (4). HR—Alonso 2 
(9), Franco (7), Santander (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
NY Mets
D.Peterson L, 1-5 2 2-3 8 4 4 1 4
Gsellman 2 1-3 4 4 4 1 1
J.Barnes 1 3 1 1 0 1
Dr.Smith 2 1 1 1 1 3
Baltimore
Zimmermann W, 4-3 5 2 2 2 2 7
H.Harvey 1 1 0 0 0 0
Wells 2 0 0 0 0 1
Lakins Sr. 1 1 1 1 0 1
Inherited runners-scored—Gsellman 2-0. 
WP—D.Peterson (2). 
Umpires—Home, Mark Wegner; First, 
Alan Porter; Second, Chris Guccione; 
Third, Ramon De Jesus.
T—3:14. A—9,431 (45,971)

Tampa Bay 3, Washington 1
WAS ab r h bi TB ab r h bi
Schwrbr lf 3 0 0 0 Margot rf 5 1 2 1
Turner ss 3 0 1 1 Diaz 1b 4 0 2 0
Soto rf 3 0 1 0 Meadows dh 4 1 0 0
Zimmrmn 1b 4 0 0 0 Arozrn lf 3 1 1 0
Bell dh 4 0 1 0 Brossau 2b 4 0 1 1
Gomes c 4 0 1 0 Wendle 3b 2 0 0 0
Hrrison 2b 4 0 1 0 Zunino c 2 0 1 1
Castro 3b 4 1 1 0 Walls ss 3 0 0 0
Robles cf 2 0 0 0 Kirmair cf 3 0 0 0
Totals 31 1 6 1 Totals 30 3 7 3
Washington  001 000 000 — 1
Tampa Bay  100 020 00x — 3
E—T.Turner 1, Wendle 1. LOB—Tampa 
Bay 12, Washington 7. 2B—Bell (8), Bros-
seau (7). HR—Margot (6). CS—Wendle 
(4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Lester 3 2-3 4 1 1 4 2

Suero L, 0-1 1-3 1 2 2 2 0
Clay 2-3 1 0 0 1 2
R.Harper 1 1-3 0 0 0 1 1
Rainey 1 0 0 0 0 1
Espino 1 1 0 0 0 2
Tampa Bay
Glasnow W, 5-2 7 6 1 1 1 11
Feyereisen H, 1 1-3 0 0 0 3 0
R.Thompson H, 9 2-3 0 0 0 0 2
D.Castillo S, 10 1 0 0 0 0 1
Inherited runners-scored—Clay 2-1, 
R.Harper 3-0, Suero 3-0, R.Thompson 
3-0. HBP—Wendle (by Rainey). WP—
Glasnow (7). 
Umpires—Home, Lazaro Diaz; First, Ryan 
Wills; Second, Manny  Gonzalez; Third, 
Jeff Nelson.
T—3:21. A—7,173 (42,735)

LA Dodgers 5, Pittsburgh 3
LAD ab r h bi PIT ab r h bi
Betts rf 5 1 1 1 Frazier 2b 4 0 1 1
Muncy 1b 5 0 2 1 Hayes 3b 4 0 1 0
Turner 3b 3 0 0 0 Rynolds cf 4 1 1 1
Bllingr cf 4 0 1 0 Moran 1b 4 0 1 0
Smith c 4 1 1 0 Stllngs c 4 0 0 0
Taylor 2b 4 1 1 2 Polanco rf 3 0 0 0
Lux ss 4 1 1 0 UndrwdJr rp 0 0 0 0
Pollock lf 4 1 1 1 Perez ph 1 1 1 1
Buehler sp 3 0 2 0 Evans lf 4 1 1 0
Kelly rp 0 0 0 0 Newman ss 2 0 0 0
Beaty ph 0 0 0 0 Brubakr sp 1 0 0 0
Jones rp 0 0 0 0 Shreve rp 0 0 0 0
Jansen rp 0 0 0 0 Gamel ph 1 0 0 0
     Strtton rp 0 0 0 0
     Tom lf 1 0 0 0
Totals 36 5 10 5 Totals 33 3 6 3
LA Dodgers  000 032 000 — 5
Pittsburgh  000 000 012 — 3
E—Lux 1, G.Polanco 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 
4, Los Angeles 6. 2B—A.Frazier (21), 
Pollock (6). 3B—Betts (2). HR—Mi.Perez 
(4), Reynolds (9), C.Taylor (8). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
LA Dodgers
Buehler W, 5-0 7 2 0 0 1 2
J.Kelly 1 2 1 1 0 0
N.Jones 2-3 2 2 2 0 2
K.Jansen S, 13 1-3 0 0 0 0 1
Pittsburgh
Brubaker L, 4-5 4 2-3 5 3 3 0 6
Shreve 1-3 1 0 0 0 0
Stratton 2 4 2 2 1 0
Underwood Jr. 2 0 0 0 0 0
Inherited runners-scored—Shreve 1-1. 
HBP—Beaty (by Underwood Jr.). 
Umpires—Home, Jeremie Rehak; First, 
Adam Beck; Second, Dan Iassogna; Third, 
Doug Eddings.
T—2:55. A—9,047 (38,496)

Houston 7, Boston 1
HOU ab r h bi BOS ab r h bi
Altuve 2b 3 0 0 0 Arroyo 2b 3 0 0 0
Correa ss 5 2 3 2 Devers 3b 3 1 0 0
Bregman 3b 4 0 1 0 Bogarts ss 3 0 1 0
Alvarez dh 3 1 1 2 Martinz dh 4 0 1 0
Gurriel 1b 4 0 3 1 Renfroe rf 4 0 0 1
Brantly lf 4 1 1 0 Gonzalz lf 4 0 0 0
McCrmck lf 1 0 0 0 Plawcki c 1 0 1 0
Tucker rf 5 1 1 0 Vazquez c 3 0 1 0
Mldondo c 4 1 1 2 Hrnandz cf 4 0 2 0
Straw cf 2 1 0 0 Dalbec 1b 4 0 0 0
Totals 35 7 11 7 Totals 33 1 6 1
Houston  150 100 000 — 7
Boston  000 100 000 — 1
LOB—Boston 8, Houston 9. 2B—Brant-
ley (15), Correa (14), En.Hernandez (10), 
Tucker (12). HR—Y.Alvarez (8), Correa 
(11). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston
F.Valdez W, 2-0 7 1-3 5 1 1 0 8
E.Paredes 2-3 0 0 0 1 2
B.Taylor 1 1 0 0 0 2
Boston
Ma.Perez L, 4-3 2 6 6 6 3 2
Andriese 3 3 1 1 0 5
Workman 2 1 0 0 1 1
P.Valdez 2 1 0 0 3 2
Inherited runners-scored—E.Paredes 1-0. 
HBP—R.Devers, Arroyo (by F.Valdez), 
Y.Alvarez (by Ma.Perez). WP—E.Pare-
des (1). 

Umpires—Home, John Tumpane; First, 
Marvin Hudson; Second, Sean Barber; 
Third, Brian Gorman.
T—3:28. A—23,604 (37,402)

Milwaukee 5, Cincinnati 1
MIL ab r h bi CIN ab r h bi
Urias 2b 3 1 1 0 India 2b 2 0 0 0
Voglbch 1b 3 0 1 0 Goudeau rp 0 0 0 0
Boxbrgr rp 0 0 0 0 Payton ph 1 0 1 0
Willims rp 0 0 0 0 Winker lf 5 0 1 0
Taylor ph 0 1 0 0 Cstllns rf 4 0 1 0
Yelich lf 4 0 0 0 Votto 1b 2 0 0 0
Garcia rf 4 1 2 2 Suarez 3b 3 0 0 0
Milner rp 0 0 0 0 Brnhrt c 1 1 0 0
Narvaez c 4 1 1 0 Stphnsn ph 1 0 0 0
Shaw 3b 4 0 1 2 Farmer ss 4 0 1 0
Adames ss 4 0 0 0 Akiyama cf 2 0 1 1
BrdlyJr cf 3 0 1 0 Hendrix rp 0 0 0 0
Houser sp 2 0 0 0 Garrett rp 0 0 0 0
Suter rp 0 0 0 0 Brach rp 0 0 0 0
Reyes ph 0 0 0 0 Freeman ph 1 0 0 0
Ptrson ph 1 1 0 0 Hinman ph 1 0 0 0
     Gray sp 1 0 0 0
     Doolttl rp 0 0 0 0
     Naquin cf 3 0 1 0
Totals 32 5 7 4 Totals 31 1 6 1
Milwaukee  000 110 102 — 5
Cincinnati  010 000 000 — 1
E—Brach 1. LOB—Cincinnati 10, Milwau-
kee 11. 2B—N.Castellanos (19), Farm-
er (4), T.Shaw (8). HR—Av.Garcia (12). 
SB—J.Peterson (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee
Houser W, 4-5 5 1-3 5 1 1 3 4
Suter H, 5 2-3 0 0 0 0 1
Boxberger H, 8 1 0 0 0 1 1
D.Williams H, 10 1 0 0 0 2 3
Milner 1 1 0 0 0 2
Cincinnati
S.Gray 3 2 0 0 0 5
Doolittle 1 2 1 1 1 1
Hendrix L, 2-1 1 0 1 1 2 1
A.Garrett 1 1 1 1 0 2
Brach 1 1 0 0 2 0
Goudeau 2 1 2 2 4 1
Inherited runners-scored—Suter 1-0, 
Brach 1-1. HBP—Av.Garcia (by S.Gray). 
WP—Houser (5), Hendrix 2 (2). 
Umpires—Home, Will Little; First, Rob 
Drake; Second, Dan Merzel; Third, Greg 
Gibson.
T—3:39. A—11,897 (44,599)

Detroit 5, Seattle 3
SEA ab r h bi DET ab r h bi
Crwford ss 4 0 3 0 Grossmn rf 3 1 2 0
Haniger rf 5 0 0 0 Schoop 2b 4 0 1 1
France 1b 3 1 0 0 Cabrera 1b 3 1 1 1
Seager dh 2 1 0 0 Haase c 4 1 2 2
Murphy c 3 0 1 0 Castro dh 3 0 0 0
Fraley ph 1 0 1 0 Paredes 3b 4 0 0 0
Godoy c 0 0 0 0 Goodrum ss 4 1 1 0
Long 2b 4 1 1 0 Baddoo lf 4 0 0 0
Trammll cf 4 0 2 1 Hill cf 3 1 2 1
Mayfild 3b 4 0 0 0     
Walton lf 3 0 0 0     
Totals 33 3 8 1 Totals 32 5 9 5
Seattle  010 000 020 — 3
Detroit  310 010 00x — 5
E—Schoop 1, Walton 1. LOB—Detroit 6, 
Seattle 9. 2B—Grossman 2 (11), Long (1), 
Trammell (6). HR—Haase (8). SB—Good-
rum (11), D.Hill (3). CS—D.Hill (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle
Gonzales L, 1-4 4 5 4 4 1 2
Y.Rios 1 3 1 1 0 0
Vest 1 0 0 0 0 1
Santiago 2 1 0 0 1 3
Detroit
Boyd W, 3-6 6 6 1 0 1 3
Funkhouser 1 0 0 0 1 0
J.Jimenez 0 1 2 2 1 0
Norris H, 5 1 1 0 0 0 1
Cisnero S, 2 1 0 0 0 1 2
Inherited runners-scored—Norris 3-2. 
HBP—M.Cabrera (by Y.Rios), France (by 
Boyd), France (by J.Jimenez). WP—Cis-
nero (2). 
Umpires—Home, Todd Tichenor; First, 
John Libka; Second, Jim Reynolds; Third, 
Chad Whitson.

T—3:9. A—9,081 (45,010)

Atlanta 9, Philadelphia 5
ATL ab r h bi PHI ab r h bi
AcunaJr rf 4 2 3 3 Herrera cf 5 0 1 0
Freeman 1b 5 0 1 1 Segura 2b 2 0 1 1
Albies 2b 3 1 0 0 Hoskins 1b 5 0 0 0
Riley 3b 5 1 3 2 Harper rf 3 1 1 1
Swanson ss 4 1 0 0 Ralmuto c 4 1 1 1
Almonte lf 4 1 2 0 McCtchn lf 5 0 1 0
Inciart cf 0 0 0 0 Bohm 3b 4 2 2 0
Contrrs c 4 2 3 2 Torrys ss 4 0 2 0
Heredia cf 4 1 0 0 Nola sp 0 0 0 1
Smyly sp 2 0 0 0 Willims ph 1 1 1 0
Santana rp 0 0 0 0 Bradley rp 0 0 0 0
Greene rp 0 0 0 0 Miller ph 1 0 1 1
Matzek rp 0 0 0 0 Alvrdo rp 0 0 0 0
Adrinz ph 1 0 0 0 Brogdon rp 0 0 0 0
Newcomb rp 0 0 0 0 Coonrod rp 0 0 0 0
Sndovl ph 1 0 0 0 Joyce ph 1 0 0 0
Minter rp 0 0 0 0 Hale rp 0 0 0 0
Smith rp 0 0 0 0     
Totals 37 9 12 8 Totals 35 5 11 5
Atlanta  101 110 050 — 9
Philadelphia  001 112 000 — 5
E—Coonrod 1, Herrera 1, Smyly 1. LOB—
Philadelphia 10, Atlanta 5. 2B—Acuna Jr. 
(10), Riley (10), Segura (10). HR—Acuna 
Jr. (18), Wi.Contreras (6), B.Harper (8), 
Realmuto (6), Riley (11). CS—Acuna Jr. 
(4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
Smyly 4 1-3 5 3 2 3 0
Ed.Santana 2-3 0 0 0 0 1
Greene BS, 1 1-3 3 2 2 0 0
Matzek 2-3 1 0 0 1 0
Newcomb W, 2-0 1 1 0 0 1 0
Minter 1 1 0 0 0 2
W.Smith 1 0 0 0 1 1
Philadelphia
Aa.Nola 5 7 4 4 2 7
A.Bradley 1 1 0 0 0 0
Alvarado H, 8 1 0 0 0 1 0
Brogdon L, 4-2 BS, 3 1-3 2 3 2 1 
0
Coonrod 2-3 2 2 0 0 0
Hale 1 0 0 0 0 0
Inherited runners-scored—Matzek 2-1, 
Ed.Santana 1-0, Coonrod 2-2. 
Umpires—Home, Edwin Moscoso; First, 
Joe West; Second, Tony Randazzo; Third, 
Nic Lentz.
T—3:45. A—13,125 (46,528)

San Francisco 9, Texas 4
SF ab r h bi TEX ab r h bi
Wade Jr rf 5 0 3 0 Knr-Flf ss 4 1 3 0
Dckrson dh 1 0 0 0 Calhoun dh 3 1 0 0
Vosler ph 2 0 0 0 Garcia cf 4 1 1 1
Slater ph 2 0 0 0 Gallo rf 2 1 1 1
Posey c 5 1 2 0 Martin lf 1 0 0 0
Belt 1b 4 3 3 0 Solak 2b 4 0 1 2
Crwford ss 3 3 2 4 Lowe 1b 4 0 1 0
Flores 3b 4 0 0 0 Culbrsn 3b 2 0 0 0
Estrada 2b 0 0 0 0 Trevino c 4 0 0 0
Duggar cf 4 1 1 0 White lf 3 0 1 0
Solano 2b 3 0 0 0     
Dubon 2b 1 0 0 0     
Tuchmn lf 4 1 1 4     
Totals 38 9 12 8 Totals 31 4 8 4
San Francisco  010 001 043 — 9
Texas  010 003 000 — 4
E—Hearn 1, N.Lowe 1. LOB—Texas 5, 
San Francisco 8. 2B—Jo.Garcia (4), Solak 
(10), El.White (1). HR—B.Crawford 2 (14), 
Gallo (11), Tauchman (3). SB—Duggar 
(2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Francisco
A.Wood 5 1-3 5 4 4 3 2
Ja.Garcia 2-3 1 0 0 1 0
Wisler 1-3 2 0 0 0 1
J.Alvarez W, 2-1 2-3 0 0 0 0 0
McGee H, 6 1 0 0 0 0 0
Leone 1 0 0 0 0 2
Texas
Lyles 6 6 2 1 3 3
D.Evans H, 1 1-3 1 0 0 1 0
J.Rodriguez L, 1-3 H, 7 1 1 3 3 2 
3
Sborz BS, 2 2-3 1 1 1 0 0
Hearn 1 3 3 3 0 2

Inherited runners-scored—J.Alvarez 2-0, 
Ja.Garcia 2-2, J.Rodriguez 2-0, Sborz 3-3. 
HBP—Culberson (by A.Wood). 
Umpires—Home, Ted Barrett; First, Shane 
Livensparger; Second, Stu Scheurwater; 
Third, Lance Barksdale.
T—3:28. A—24,938 (40,000)

Cleveland 10, St. Louis 1
CLE ab r h bi STL ab r h bi
Hrnandz 2b 3 2 1 1 Edman rf 5 0 0 0
Rosario ss 5 3 3 1 Carlson cf 4 0 0 0
Ramirez 3b 5 2 3 4 Gldschmdt 1b 3 0 1 
0
Rosario lf 5 0 3 2 Arenado 3b 4 0 0 0
Bradley 1b 5 1 0 0 O’Neill lf 3 1 1 0
Naylor rf 5 1 2 0 Carpntr 2b 3 0 2 0
Hedges c 4 1 2 0 Sosa ss 4 0 2 1
Zimmer cf 4 0 1 2 Knizner c 3 0 0 0
Bieber sp 3 0 0 0 Martinz sp 1 0 0 0
Shaw rp 0 0 0 0 Nogowsk ph 1 0 0 0
Miller ph 0 0 0 0 Miller rp 0 0 0 0
Clase rp 0 0 0 0 Wdfrd rp 0 0 0 0
Chang ph 1 0 0 0 PncdLn rp 0 0 0 0
Sandlin rp 0 0 0 0 Rondon ph 1 0 0 0
     Elledge rp 0 0 0 0
     Frnandz rp 0 0 0 0
     Thomas ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 40 10 15 10 Totals 33 1 6 1
Cleveland  203 001 004 — 10
St. Louis  000 100 000 — 1
LOB—St. Louis 9, Cleveland 8. 2B—Nay-
lor (11), J.Ramirez (14). 3B—A.Rosario 
(4). HR—J.Ramirez (14). SB—E.Rosario 
(7). CS—J.Ramirez (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cleveland
Bieber W, 7-3 6 5 1 1 2 5
B.Shaw 1 0 0 0 0 1
Clase 1 1 0 0 1 3
Sandlin 1 0 0 0 0 2
St. Louis
C.Martinez L, 3-6 4 7 5 5 1 7
A.Miller 1 2 0 0 0 1
Woodford 1 0 1 1 1 0
Ponce de Leon 1 1 0 0 0 0
Elledge 1 0 0 0 1 2
Fernandez 1 5 4 4 0 2
HBP—Carpenter (by Bieber), B.Zimmer 
(by Woodford). WP—C.Martinez (3). 
Umpires—Home, Chris Segal; First, Mark 
Carlson; Second, Jeremy Riggs; Third, 
Jordan Baker.
T—3:10. A—16,178 (46,861)

Chi. White Sox 6, Toronto 1
TOR ab r h bi CHW ab r h bi
Semien 2b 5 0 1 0 Andrson ss 4 0 2 1
Bichtt ss 3 0 2 0 Mdrigl 2b 4 0 1 0
GurrrJr 1b 2 0 1 0 Moncada 3b 5 0 1 0
Hrnandz lf 4 0 0 0 Abreu 1b 4 1 1 0
Grichuk rf 4 0 0 0 Mrcds dh 4 1 1 0
GurrlJr dh 3 1 1 0 Grandal c 3 1 1 0
Espinal 3b 3 0 1 0 Vaughn lf 3 1 1 2
Panik ph 1 0 0 0 Engel cf 2 0 0 0
Davis cf 3 0 0 1 Eaton ph 1 1 1 1
Adams c 3 0 1 0 Garcia rf 4 1 2 2
Tellez ph 1 0 1 0     
Totals 32 1 8 1 Totals 34 6 11 6
Toronto  010 000 000 — 1
Chi. White Sox  000 000 15x — 6
E—Bichette 1. LOB—Chicago 9, Toronto 
9. 2B—R.Adams (1), Bichette (13), Gur-
riel Jr. (10), Tellez (4). 3B—Le.Garcia (2). 
HR—Vaughn (5). SB—Ti.Anderson (10), 
Espinal (2), Moncada (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Ray 6 1-3 5 1 1 0 13
Dolis 2-3 1 0 0 2 2
Thornton L, 1-2 1-3 2 3 3 1 0
Edwards Jr. 2-3 3 2 2 0 0
Chi. White Sox
Rodon 5 6 1 1 2 8
J.Ruiz 1 0 0 0 1 0
Marshall 1 1 0 0 1 2
Crochet W, 2-2 1 0 0 0 0 2
Hendriks 1 1 0 0 0 0
Inherited runners-scored—Edwards Jr. 
2-2. WP—Rodon (3). 
Umpires—Home, David Rackley; First, 
Erich Bacchus; Second, Daniel Bellino; 
Third, Larry Vanover.
T—3:34. A—12,761 (41,432)

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SCOREBOARD

Twins GM Levine not yet ready to declare team sellers

Yankees end 4-game skid with victory at Minnesota

Jesse Johnson / USA TODAY Sports

scores a run a wild pitch before Minnesota Twins 
relief pitcher Jorge Alcala (66) can make a tag in the 
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NCAA programs cutting Olympic sports; medal count could decline

Baffert demands Medina Spirit urine tested
Attorneys for Kentucky Derby-winning trainer have gone to court

By David Wharton
Los Angeles Times

The story goes back a ways, 
back to the mid-1980s, when 
Michael Johnson was still in 
high school.

The famous sprinter was 
years away from winning 
gold medals at three consec-
utive Summer Olympics. He 
wasn’t yet known for those 
glittering golden spikes.

A nerdy kid, Johnson was 
running track at a small 
magnet school in Dallas. The 
team’s coach, Joel Ezar, who 
taught health class during 
the day, knew only a little 
about technique but could 
spot raw talent.

“No one was paying atten-
tion to me,” Johnson recalls, 
“until he started writing let-
ters to all these colleges.”

Baylor University offered 
the unpolished athlete a 
chance to hone his skills 
with a coaching staff versed 
in speed and strength train-
ing.

“It was a critical moment 
for me,” says Johnson, 
who wonders whether he 
might otherwise have fall-
en through the cracks and 
never become an Olympian. 
“I made a huge leap when I 
got to college.”

This story might sound 
quaint but it shows how col-
lege sports have served as 
a vast feeder system, help-
ing the Americans dominate 
every Summer Games for the 
past 25 years and making 
them favorites to again win a 
lion’s share of medals at the 
Tokyo Olympics.

People need to know how 
it works, Johnson says. They 
need to understand because 
the U.S. winning streak could 
be history — no more piles 
of gold, silver and bronze 
— by the time the 2028 Los 
Angeles Games come around.

———
Countries such as China, 

Russia and Germany follow a 
different method, identifying 
a small number of prospects 
at an early age and funneling 
them into specialized train-
ing academies.

The U.S. relies instead on 
its broad network of colleges 

to serve as a kind of minor 
leagues.

As a result, the Ameri-
can team can choose from 
thousands of candidates to 
restock its roster every four 
years.

But that pipeline is now 
in danger of slowing to a 
trickle, in large part because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its financial impact, with 
scores of universities cutting 
costs by downsizing their 
athletic departments.

Football, a non-Olym-
pic sport, and basketball, a 
prominent Olympic sport, 
but one that yields few 
medals, have been spared 
because they generate tens 
of millions through ticket 

sales and broadcast rights. 
The ax has fallen instead 
on such sports as the Sum-
mer Games trinity of track, 
swimming and gymnastics, 
which operate at a deficit. So 
far, hundreds of teams have 
been eliminated nationwide.

Prominent NCAA schools 
such as Iowa, Minnesota and 
Connecticut have made cuts, 
as have many smaller Divi-
sion II and Division III cam-
puses.

A few universities, includ-
ing Brown and Clemson, 
have backed down in the face 
of public pressure. Stanford, 
which ranks with USC and 
UCLA in sending athletes to 
the Olympics, reinstated 11 
teams it planned to drop. 

Still, officials see a worri-
some trend.

“Eighty percent of our 
Summer Olympics teams 
come from college,” says 
Sarah Wilhelmi, a U.S. Olym-
pic & Paralympic Commit-
tee executive. “When college 
programs are cut, there are 
dominoes related to those 
cuts.”

A smaller talent pool 
means fewer athletes to 
choose from, fewer chances 
to strike gold. If the trend 
continues, Americans could 
soon be knocked off their 
perch atop the medals table, 
the unofficial scorecard that 
fans watch so closely at every 
Games.
©2021 Los Angeles Times. Distributed by 

Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Janet Patton
Lexington Herald-Leader

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Attor-
neys for Hall of Fame trainer 
Bob Baffert and the owner of 
Kentucky Derby winner Medi-
na Spirit have gone to court in 
Frankfort to force the state’s 
racing commission to allow 
more testing.

In a lawsuit filed Monday in 
Franklin Circuit Court, Baf-
fert and Zedan Racing Stables 
asked the court to make the 
Kentucky Horse Racing Com-
mission allow testing on the 
urine samples taken at Chur-
chill Downs on May 1.

A hearing on the request is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. Friday.

Medina Spirit won the Ken-
tucky Derby but tested positive 
for betamethasone, a steroid 
that cannot be used during 
racing. Baffert contends that 
the horse was treated for a 

skin condition with an oint-
ment that contains betameth-
asone.

A second test of the split 
sample of Medina Spirit’s 
blood confirmed the presence 
of betamethasone last week, 
according to Craig Robertson, 
Baffert’s attorney.

The finding prompted Chur-
chill Downs to announce that 
Baffert and his employees 
would be barred from rac-
ing or training any horses at 
tracks owned by the Louisville 
company for two years.

Clark Brewster, attorney for 
horse owner Amr Zedan, has 
said that veterinary records 
support Baffert’s conten-
tion that the horse must have 
acquired the drug through the 
application of the ointment 
because there is no indication 
Medina Spirit was given a joint 
injection of betamethasone.

According to the attorneys, 
the first test found a level 
of 21 picograms per milliliter 
of blood, a level they allege 
is consistent with using the 
ointment once a day for weeks.

However, the method of 
administration is not spelled 
out in racing regulations. The 
Kentucky Horse Racing Com-
mission has yet to act on the 
case.

At issue: Whether or not 
Medina Spirit will be stripped 
of the Kentucky Derby win, 
which was Baffert’s seventh, 
and the $1.68 million purse 
that goes with it.

The racing commission 
agreed to allow the remainder 
of the original blood sample to 
be tested for other ingredients 
found in the Otomax ointment 
but not in the injection.

©2021 Lexington Herald-Leader. 
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 

LLC.

Andy Lyons / Getty Images / TNS

James Lang / USA TODAY Sports

By Karolos Grohmann

LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(Reuters) — An expanded ref-
ugee team of 29 athletes com-
peting across 12 sports at next 
month’s Tokyo Games will 
provide hope and inspiration 
to the world, the International 
Olympic Committee said on 
Tuesday.

The team, which will com-
pete under the Olympic flag 
and include people from coun-
tries including Syria, South 
Sudan, Eritrea, Afghanistan 
and Iran, is almost three times 
as big as the inaugural team at 
the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olym-
pics.

Syrian swimmer Yusra Mar-
dini, who swam to safety when 
her boat capsized between 
Turkey and Greece in 2015, will 
be back for her second Games 
after taking Rio by storm.

Also on the team are Kimia 
Alizadeh, Iran’s first female 
Olympic medalist when she 
won bronze in taekwondo at 
the 2016 Olympics and fel-
low Iranian canoe racer Saeid 
Fazloula.

Alizadeh left in 2020 saying 
she was oppressed as a woman, 
while Fazloula reached Ger-
many in 2015 via the Balkans.

“I speak on behalf of the 
entire Olympic Movement 
when I say that we cannot 
wait to meet you in person and 
to see you compete in Tokyo,” 
IOC President Thomas Bach 
said at a virtual presentation 
of the team.

“It will send a powerful 
message of solidarity, resil-
ience and hope to the world 
... You are an integral part of 
our Olympic community, and 
we welcome you with open 
arms.”

The athletes, who will march 
into the stadium during the 
opening ceremony in second 
place behind ancient Games 
founders Greece, were selected 
from a pool of 56, supported 
by Olympic scholarships from 
13 different countries.

The IOC unveiled its first 
refugee team at the Rio Games 
to raise awareness of the issue 
as hundreds of thousands 
of people were pouring into 
Europe from the Middle East 
and elsewhere escaping con-
flict and poverty.

That 10-member team from 
Syria, Congo, Ethiopia and 
South Sudan competed in ath-
letics, swimming and judo.

Refugee 
team to 
compete 
at Tokyo 
games
Team includes people 
from Syria, South Sudan, 
Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iran

Jim Fassel, longtime NFL coach, dies at 71
By Sam Farmer

Los Angeles Times
Jim Fassel, a longtime NFL 

offensive coach who was the 
league’s coach of the year in 
1997, has died at age 71.

Fassel’s son, John, con-
firmed his father’s death to 
the Los Angeles Times on 
Monday night, saying he got 
the news during a phone call 
in the afternoon. John Fassel 
formerly was the Rams’ spe-
cial teams coach and briefly 
served as the team’s interim 
head coach.

Jim Fassel, who lived in Las 
Vegas, suffered chest pains 
Monday and was taken to a 

local hospital by a friend. He 
died of a heart attack while 
under sedation, his son said.

John Fassel provided The 
Los Angeles Times with a 
statement Tuesday morning 
on his father’s death:

“It is with a very heavy 
heart to announce that we 
lost our Dad yesterday. Thank 
you for all your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult 
time. While our Dad will be 
remembered as a longtime fan 
and face of the football world, 
his legacy will live forever in 
our hearts as the greatest Dad 
and Grandpa of all time. He 
leaves behind his wife Kitty, 

their 5 kids and spouses, as 
well as 16 happy and healthy 
grandkids. We love you Dad.”

Jim Fassel was coach of the 
New York Giants from 1997 
to 2003. He is one of three 
coaches to lead the Giants to 
the Super Bowl. His team lost 
to the Baltimore Ravens in 
Super Bowl XXXV at the end 
of the 2000 season.

He spent the bulk of his 
career as a quarterbacks and 
offensive coordinator in the 
college ranks (Utah — where 
he was later head coach — 
Weber State, Stanford) and 
NFL (Denver, Oakland, Arizo-
na, Baltimore). His last foot-

ball job was as head coach of 
the Las Vegas Locomotives of 
the United Football League 
from 2009 to 2012.

A graduate of Anaheim 
High, Fassel played quar-
terback at Fullerton College, 
USC and Long Beach State. 
He was the Chicago Bears’ 
seventh-round selection in 
1972. It led to stints that year 
with the San Diego Chargers 
and Houston Oilers before 
brief stops with the Canadi-
an Football League’s Toronto 
Argonauts and The Hawaiians 
of the World Football League.
©2021 Los Angeles Times. Distributed by 

Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Are our days of domination over?



By John Myers
Forum News Service

Did you know that tur-
tles have been around 
since before the time of 
dinosaurs? They man-
aged for millennia to 
avoid problems by sim-
ply hiding in their shells 
whenever trouble showed 
up.

But that well-honed 
defense mechanism 
doesn’t work well against 
fast-moving SUVs and 
trucks. And that’s why 
turtles need our help, 
especially in June when 
many of them will be 
crossing roads and high-
ways to get to mating and 
nesting areas and to move 
from wintering areas to 
summer waterways.

Soon, baby turtles will 
be out and about, too.

Roadway mortality is 
believed to be a major 
factor in turtle population 
declines in the Northland 
and across the U.S. (Hab-
itat loss and predation of 
turtle nests by raccoons, 
skunks and coyotes are 
other major problems.) 
And unlike most crea-
tures in nature which 
can do just fine without 
us, turtles are one spe-
cies that may now need a 
helping hand.

Some species — such 
as wood turtles and Blan-
ding’s turtles — take 
12 to 20 years to reach 
reproductive maturity, 
so the death of even one 
female turtle can take a 
big toll. That’s why both 
the Minnesota and Wis-
consin departments of 
natural resources are 
asking people to pick up 
most turtles they see on 
the road, move them in 
the direction they were 
headed, and place them 
safely off the road on the 
other side.

Since the Wiscon-
sin DNR began seeking 
information about tur-
tle sightings and turtle 
crossings in 2012, peo-
ple have provided more 
than 7,500 reports, with 
roughly half of those 
identifying turtle cross-
ings. Such reports have 
substantially increased 
awareness and education 
boosting turtle conser-
vation in the state. The 
information is entered 
into the Natural Heritage 
Inventory, a database of 
rare species locations and 
population information.

Highway depart-
ments often work with 
wildlife agencies to fig-
ure out safe ways to get 
turtles across (or under 
or around) highways. 
Last year Girl Scout Ella 

Kreuziger contacted the 
DNR about a highway in 
Waukesha County where 
many turtles were cross-
ing. She raised money to 
pay for stenciling a tur-
tle crossing sign to alert 
motorists. The Waukesha 
County highway depart-
ment did the work last 
fall and Ella received her 
Silver Award in scouting 
for helping turtles cross 
to safety.

Report Blanding’s 
and wood turtle 
sightings

Despite its threatened 
species status, Blanding’s 
turtles are still seen fairly 
often in some areas of 
Minnesota. But fewer and 
fewer young Blanding’s 
are hatching each year 
due to habitat loss, road 
mortality and, in some 
cases, illegal poaching 
to be sold as pets. Wood 
turtles are facing similar 
issues.

Both species remain 
legally protected 
throughout all of Minne-
sota and technically may 
not be handled or pos-
sessed without a special 
permit. However, in life-
or-death situations (for 
the turtle) it’s OK to help 
them cross a road. Do not 
bring the turtle into an 
automobile or place in a 
container, even tempo-
rarily, while helping the 
turtle out of harm’s way.

When possible, doc-
ument your encounter 
for Blanding’s and wood 
turtles with a couple of 
photographs, be sure to 
note the date and your 
location. Email or call 
your regional DNR non-
game wildlife specialist. 
In Northeastern Minne-
sota that’s Gaea Crozier 
at gaea.crozier@state.
mn.us or 218-328-8811. 
In Northwestern Minne-
sota it’s Amy Westmark 
at amy.westmark@state.
mn.us or 218-308-2641.

Snappers and 
softshells: Be 
careful!

Although many turtles 
may attempt to bite when 
restrained, snapping tur-
tles and spiny softshells, 
often referred to as leath-
erbacks, are particularly 
aggressive, surprisingly 
quick and will bite with 
little provocation. In 
addition, exceptionally 
long necks enable snap-
pers and softshells to 
reach around and deliver 
painful bites if picked up 

by the sides of the shell.
Only experienced han-

dlers should attempt to 
lift snapping turtles or 
softshells clear of the 
ground. Snapping turtles 
should never be picked 
up by the tail; this can 
damage their spinal cord. 
Grabbing an aggressive 
turtle by one rear leg 
while supporting the tur-
tle from below with your 
other hand is usually safe 
for both you and the tur-
tle. Or you can encourage 
movement off the road 
with a twig or branch, 
broom, shovel or simi-
lar object to gently prod 
the animals along from 
behind. (If the turtle bites 
your prodding device it 
may hang on long enough 
to be pulled to safety.)

How to help turtles 
cross the road:

Don’t put yourself 
or others in danger. Pull 
off the road and turn 
on your hazard lights to 
alert other drivers to slow 
down. Check your sur-
roundings and be careful 
of traffic.

Same direction! 
Always move turtles in 
the same direction they 
were traveling when 
encountered. Turtles 
should always be moved 
across roadways in as 
direct a line as possible. 
Do not take them to a 
nearby lake or pond, that 
may not be where they 
were going.

Avoid excessive han-
dling. Take a quick look, 
snap a photo and then 
release the turtle quickly 
in a safe spot.

Allow unassist-
ed crossings if possible. 
When turtles can safely 
cross roads unaided due 
to a lack of oncoming 
traffic, let them do so. 
Observe from a distance 
and avoid rapid move-
ments, as doing other-
wise will often cause tur-
tles to change direction, 
stop or hide within their 
shells.

Handle turtles gen-
tly. If it’s necessary to 
pick them up, all tur-
tles except snappers 
and softshells should be 
grasped gently along the 
shell edge near the mid-
point of the body. Warn-
ing: Many turtles empty 
their bladder when lift-
ed off the ground, so be 
careful not to drop them 
if they should suddenly 
start peeing.

Sources: Minnesota 
DNR, Wisconsin DNR
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Turtles 
need 
our help 
crossing 
the road
Some species 
declining, with 
roadway mortality  
a major cause 

GPS study helps shed light on 
waterfowl migration patterns

The lack of winter 
snowpack created 
a bit of mystery 

as to when the spring 
snow goose migration 
would begin, which 
route the birds would 
take and if the lack of 
snow would slide the 
geese through without 
delay.

Coming up with 
the answer was 
a combination of 
biology, gut feeling and 
observation.

Luckily for waterfowl 
biologists, advances 
in technology are 
generating more 
confident results in 
the movements of 
waterfowl no matter 
the time of year.

“From a waterfowl 
ecology perspective, 
it’s difficult to study 
ducks in late summer 
because birds are 
moving and shuffling 
around a lot,” said 
Mike Szymanski, North 
Dakota Game and Fish 
Department migratory 
game bird management 
supervisor.

With previous 
technology, Szymanski 
said biologists would 
have been driving 
around in vehicles 
or flying in airplanes 
with VHF transmitter 
receivers trying to 
find marked birds that 
could have moved 
hundreds of miles.

“With the 
advancements in 
technology, specifically 
batteries getting 
smaller, we had the 
ability to pursue a 
GPS transmitter study 
to look at some of 
the aspects of post-
breeding mallards 
after they start to 
fledge or attain flight 
in late summer,” 
Szymanski said. “The 

study design also lends 
itself to many other 
uses. With the data, 
we’ll be able to work 
the project from many 
angles and figure out 
a lot of movement and 
migration dynamics of 
mallards in fall.”

Cynthia Anchor, a 
South Dakota State 
University master’s 
student who spent 
considerable time in 
the field capturing 
ducks, is responsible 
for managing the GPS 
data and eventually 
analyzing and writing 
up the results of the 
two-year study in 
North Dakota and 
South Dakota. While 
there is a ton of data to 
further analyze, Anchor 
said she was surprised 
by some of the 
movements the marked 
mallards had made.

“We had one bird, 
for example, that 
was marked south of 
Bismarck that moved 
up to Canada and 
spent most of the 
pre-migration period 
in Canada,” she said. 
“We had another bird 
that left North Dakota, 
went to Arkansas and 
then moved to eastern 
Ohio. So, we’re seeing 
some movements that 
are going to be really 
tricky to explain.

“We have seen birds 
that were marked 
from all over, kind 
of converge into 
the same general 
areas, especially in 
northeastern South 
Dakota,” Anchor 

added. “I think the 
first year, we had two 
or three birds from 
North Dakota and 
two birds from South 
Dakota all using the 
same random wetland 
in South Dakota at the 
same time. And none 
of those birds were 
related, none were 
marked together. They 
just happened to end 
up in the same place.”

While it’s easy to 
understand ducks 
pointing their bills 
south and migrating 
to warmer climates 
during the leaner 
months, Szymanski 
said people don’t 
immediately think 
birds move north, east 
or west before their 
actual migration.

“Having the ability to 
collect data in between 
harvest and marking 
is very beneficial to 
painting the picture 
of their movements,” 
Szymanski said. “We’re 
still looking at the 
movements, trying to 
figure out if there is 
a connection to the 
directions that they 
go, the distances they 
go, and how it possibly 
relates to habitat, 
weather and other 
factors.

“I’m a waterfowl 
hunter and I knew 
coming in this was 
going to be part of the 
project, and it’s been 
kind of interesting 
to hear some of the 
stories from hunters,” 
Anchor said. “In North 
Dakota, our very first 
bird was harvested by 
a 10-year-old, a new 
hunter who had never 
shot a mallard before.”

Leier is an outreach biologist 
for the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department. Reach him at 

dleier@nd.gov.
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A snapping turtle moves across a highway near Ely, 
Minn., encouraged a bit by the photographer. Wildlife 
experts are encouraging Northlanders to slow down 
when driving near lakes and wetlands in June and 
to help turtles cross the road as they make seasonal 
migrations. But be careful with snappers. 


