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The Ashby baseball team is one
loss away from seeing its season
come to an end after dropping an
extra-inning game to New York
Mills.

The Arrows (21-2) fell 5-4 in the
eighth inning on a New York Mills
(19-2) single. The Eagles tied the
game in the seventh inning before
winning it in the eighth. New York
Mills is the top-ranked team in
Class A through the QRF on Min-
nesota-scores.net, while Ashby is
sixth.

Torin Olson went 3-for-3 at the
plate for the Arrows. Jaden Norby
took the loss for the Arrows. He
threw seven innings and struck
out six batters.

Ashby got to the winner’s brack-
et game by beating Parkers Prairie
13-0 in five innings. Hunter Norby
allowed one hit in his pitching
performance. Norby struck out
five batters and walked one.

The Arrows blew the door open
with a 10-run second inning.
Miles Hoff, Carter Spangler,
Carson Spangler, Olson, Hunter
Norby and Brodie Ecker had RBIs
in the inning.

Parkers Prairie’s season ended
at the hands of Browerville-Eagle

Valley (7-14) in eight innings. The
Panthers finished with a record
of 9-12.

Ashby played in an elimination
game in Bluffton on June 8 against
Upsala-Swanville Area (19-3).
The Patriots ended Ashby’s run
at a perfect season with a 4-3 win
on May 24. The winner will play
either Browerville-Eagle Valley or
Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa (11-11).

Those games took place after
this issue of the Echo Press went

to print. Visit www.echopress.com
for immediate results or see the
June 11 print issue of the paper.

PARKERS PRAIRIE 000 00X X - 0
ASHBY 0 10 30X XX - 13
PARKERS PRAIRIE HITTING- Brendan Johnson 0-2;

Dylan Debilzen 1-2; Floridan Koep 0-1, BB; Wyatt Murray
0-2; Brock Peterson 0-2; Cole Gessell 0-1; Riley Thoennes
0-1; David Revering 0-2; Jake Wagner 0-2; Chase Thi-
eschaefer 0-1; ASHBY HITTING- Torin Olson 0-2, R, BB;
Robert Nelson 0-1; Carter Spangler 2-3, 2R, RBI; Jaden
Norby 0-1, 2R, BB; Hunter Norby 2-2, 3R,3RBI, BB; Evan
Paulson 1-3, H, 2RBI; Ashton Ecker 0-1, R; Mattson Hoff
1-3, R, 2RBI; Miles Hoff 1-3, R, RBI, BB; Carter Spangler
0-2, R

BROWERVILLE 000 320 01 - 6
PARKERS PRAIRIE 000 041 00 - 5
PARKERS PRAIRIE- Johnson 0-4, R, BB; Debilzen 1-3,

R, 2RBI, BB; Koep 2-4, RBI; Murray 0-3, BB; Peterson 1-4;
Thoennes R; Revering 2-4; Thieschaefer 1-3, R, RBI, BB;
Wegner 1-3, BB

By Jared Rubado
jrubado@echopress.com
Alexandria’s Jacob

Partington and Gannon
Lueck won the Section
8-2A doubles champi-
onship on June 3.

It marks the first time
the Alexandria pro-
gram has had a singles
or a doubles champion
since 2005. The Cardi-
nals won both the sin-
gles and doubles section
tournament that year.

The senior duo won
all three matches last
Thursday to clinch a
spot in the doubles state
tournament. The final
win came against Beck-
er’s Ryan Bengtson and
Eli Sheideman 6-3, 6-3.
Partington and Lueck
won all six sets they
played in on Thursday.

“They served well the
entire day and consis-
tently pressured the
opponents by crashing
the net,” Alexandria
head coach Dave Ron-
ning said. “They over-
whelmed their oppo-
nents with put away
and passing shots.
They steadily improved
throughout the sub-
section and section
tournament and were
rewarded with a trip to
the state tournament.”

Alexandria’s second
doubles team of Piet-
er Mulder and Andrew
Wegner put up a valiant
fight against the South’s
top seed. Bengtson and
Sheideman beat Mulder
and Wegner 6-4, 6-2 to
survive a scare.

“The first set was
very tight, and just a
couple of points made
the difference between
winning and losing,”
Ronning said. “They
fell behind early in the

second but made a run.
Both told me it was a
good way to end their
season with their heads
held high. We are so
proud of the way both of
our doubles teams com-
peted Thursday. To see
Jacob and Gannon win it
all was so sweet.”

The first round of the
Class AA doubles state
tournament is June 10
starting at 10 a.m. at
Prior Lake High School.

QUARTERFINAL- Ryan Bengtson-Eli
Sheideman (BECK) def. Pieter Mulder/
Andrew Wegner 6-4, 6-2; Jacob Par-
tington-Gannon Lueck (A) def. Henry
Sawatzke-Dylan Roiger (MONT) 6-1, 6-2;
SEMIFINAL- Partington-Lueck def. Beck
Barber-RJ Campbell (BRD) 6-1, 6-3;
FINALS- Partington-Lueck def. Bengt-
son-Sheideman 6-3, 6-3
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MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper
or MNA 800-279-2979

to find out how you can save
money by placing your
advertisement here!

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

GRADE 8 SCIENCE TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools. MN
licensure required. For more informa-
tion see www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

COMMERCIALAPPLICATORS
Competitive wage and benefits, meal
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling posi-
tion for railroad vegetation control, 60-80
hours/week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND)
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

WANTED 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not, no title okay! Get cash
and make some room! Always pay-
ing more! Call Mike at 320/420-7675

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power outages
and power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down financ-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

AT&TWIRELESS
Two great new offers! Ask how to get
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer.
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast in-
ternet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

TIMESHARE
CANCELLATION EXPERTS

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117

By Eric Morken
emorken@echopress.com
The Alexandria baseball

team has been playing as
well as any program in
Section 8-3A the last few
weeks, and that confi-
dence gained while win-
ning nine of their last 10
games was much needed
against Rocori on Thurs-
day.

The Spartans (13-9)
jumped out to a 3-0 lead
in the first inning in Cold
Spring. They knocked
Alexandria starting
pitcher Will Suchy from
the mound after one
frame, but the Cardinals
were there to pick him
up. Alexandria scored
four unearned runs in the
third inning that shifted
the momentum and car-
ried this team to a 6-3
win.

The Cardinals (14-8)
played top-seeded Sar-
tell-St. Stephen (19-3) at
Faber Field in St. Cloud
on June 8 with a trip to
the 8-3A championship
on the line.

“Giving up is not real-
ly something Alexandria
does,” Cardinals’ junior
Devin Cimbura said. “We
know we can battle back.
Once we put the ball on
the barrel, great things
happened after that.”

Cimbura got his bat on
the ball the loudest during
that four-run third
inning. Two Rocori errors
aided Alexandria’s effort
in that frame, but Brock
Lerfald, who reached base
three times in the game,
had a run-scoring ground
out and JD Hennen added
an RBI single.

The Spartans had a
chance to limit the dam-
age to two runs, but an
error at third extended the
inning. Cimbura came up

with runners on second
and third and hammered
a ball to right-center field
that went for a triple and
gave Alexandria the lead
for good at 4-3.

Cimbura added anoth-
er run-scoring hit in the
fifth inning. All three of
his RBIs came with two
outs. He slid into third
base head first ahead of
the throw on that two-
run triple. He let out a
scream upon getting to
his feet and flexed toward
his teammates going
crazy in the dugout.

“It’s playoffs. We all
want to make it to the
(state) tournament, so it
was just getting the boys
hyped up right away,”
Cimbura said of the emo-
tion. “We got down 3-0,
and I just had to pick us
up a little bit. It’s just

a great game and when
you get your team in that
position, it’s great.”

The Cardinals could not
have been in that posi-
tion if not for the perfor-
mance of Elijah Holthaus
on the mound. Suchy,
who has been steady all
season with a 2.84 ERA
and 34 strikeouts in 24
2/3 innings coming into
Thursday, struggled with
his control.

Rocori scored its three
first-inning runs on one
hit, three walks, a hit
batter and a Suchy error
on a play where the ball
got under his glove.

Holthaus came into
a situation where he
couldn’t allow the Spar-
tans to create any more
distance. The senior
delivered by throwing
six shutout innings. He

struck out four, and his
defense ended the game
on a Lerfald, to Shay
Endres, to Nate Ham-
merback 4-6-3 double
play.

“I wasn’t expecting
to come in that early,”
Holthaus said. “I was
expecting Suchy to go
deep. He’s a heck of a
pitcher, but in my mind I
was just thinking domi-
nate. We had some clutch
hits. I was just thinking
dominate because I knew
I had to step up as a lead-
er on the team.”

The Cardinals manu-
factured an insurance run
in the sixth inning. Tyler
Kludt came off the bench
to pinch run after a Roco-
ri error led off the frame.
Kludt stole second and
third base before Hagen
executed a squeeze bunt

perfectly to drive him in
for the 6-3 lead.

“Base running is some-
thing we take extreme-
ly seriously,” Alexandria
coach Jake Munsch said.
“We practice it all the
time. We know it impacts
the game day in and day
out, and you saw that.
That sixth run was mas-
sive for us.”

Alexandria had a
stretch of five straight
losses from April 29 to
May 6 that dipped its
record below .500. Since
then, the Cardinals’ only
loss entering this week
was to state-ranked
Willmar (20-2) in a 4-1
game. They had out-
scored opponents 58-12

in their nine wins since
May 11.

“We did have a little
slump in the middle of the
season, but we’ve been
playing out of our minds
recently,” Holthaus said.
“It’s so fun to watch and
be a part of. As my last
year in the high school
program, it’s just a heck
of a season and a great
way to finish it off so far.
We’re not done yet. We
still got a lot to go.”

The Cardinals’ game
against Sartell came after
this issue of the Echo
Press went to print. Visit
www.echopress.com for
immediate results of that
game or see the June 11
print issue.

BASEBALL

TENNIS BASEBALL

Cards show no fear after early deficit

Lueck, Partington
win Cardinals’ first
section doubles
title since 2005

New York Mills tops Ashby in extras

Photos by Eric Morken / Echo Press
Everybody on the Alexandria baseball team gets on their feet to welcome Elijah
Holthaus (20) back to the dugout when his sacrifice bunt was part of a 4-run third
inning for the Cardinals on June 3. Alexandria rallied from a 3-0 deficit after the
first inning to beat Rocori and move on in the winner’s bracket of the Section 8-3A
tournament.

Alexandria’s Devin Cimbura lets out a scream toward
his dugout after his two-run triple in the third inning
gave the Cardinals a 4-3 lead against Rocori in Cold
Spring on June 31. Cimbura drove in three runs, all
with two outs, to lead his team to the win.

Lueck Partington

Parkers Prairie
sees its season end

Jared Rubado / Echo Press
Hunter Norby (left) and Jaden Norby laugh at the mound in Ashby’s
13-0 win over Parkers Prairie in Bluffton to advance in the Section 6A
baseball tournament on June 3.


