Vikings bring back Griffen in latest reunion, 2B

Classifieds, 9B-14B
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ANYONE'S RACE

The trio of Owen Beardsley (2830), Alex Tuma (2841) and James Hoisington (2835) are all part
of a relatively experienced group returning this fall for the Faribault cross country team. (File
Photo/southernminn.com)

Summer mileage creating
big goals for Faribault boys

By MICHAEL HUGHES

michael.hughes@apgsomn.com

The changes for the Faribault
boys cross country team started
this summer.

Last season, understandably,
the Falcons didn’t collectively
put in a full summer training
regimen. With the outlook of the
2020 season in flux for much of
the summer, the inspiration to
rack up the miles in 90-degree
heat with humidity wasn’t there,
so when the fall season eventu-
ally did start, the base of training
wasn't fully present.

Entering 2021, that’s no longer
a Worry.

“They have made some fan-
tastic improvements,” Faribault
coach Mark Bongers said. As we
go into the season, I think we'll
really see them start to shine. I
think one of the things last year
is they were younger and didn’t
have a lot of summer miles. This
year, they got more summer miles
on and they look a lot better com-
ing into the season, which is ex-
citing”

With the graduation of Tan-
ner Longshore from last year,
and rising senior Tanner Male-
cha choosing to sit out this fall’s
season due to injuries, last year’s
wave of varsity newcomers is set
to shift into even bigger roles.

So far in the preseason, it’s
been junior Alex Tuma leading
the way.

“His two older brothers over
the years have ran for the team,
and he’s made some drastic im-
provements this year to try and
elevate his running abilities,”
Bongers said. “To me, he’s prob-
ably the one who stands out the
most, but I think there’s a number
of kids that are really beginning
to stand out, but he’s the one who
stood out the most for me so far.
It seems like he got a lot of good
summer miles on and good qual-
ity summer miles”

See BOYS XCon 4B
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Returning depth,

By MICHAEL HUGHES

michael.hughes@apgsomn.com

Replacing a pair of six-year varsity veterans
is never an easy task.

Doing so with a healthy base of young run-
ners that broke through on the varsity stage
last year makes that a much easier hurdle to
clear, however, which is why Faribault girls
cross country coach Willie Clapp enters the
2021 season with plenty of optimism about

Brynn Beardsley (497) and Felicity Foxhoven (499) were the second and third fastest runners
for the Falcons at last year’s Section 1AA Championships at Brooktree Golf Course in Owa-

new-look Section

I AA has Falcon girls thinking big

his team even after the graduation of Ruby
Gernandt and Gabrielle Yetzer.

“That leaves a huge hole on the team, but
we really had seven runners running pretty
close together by the end of the year,” Clapp
said. “With five scoring, we should be just as
strong as we finished last year with everyone
coming back. It’s pretty exciting to have depth
like that”

See GIRLS XCon 4B

Experienced Falcons eyeing
jump up the Big 9 standings

BOYS SOCCER

GIRLS SOCCER

By MICHAEL HUGHES

michael.hughes@apgsomn.com

On one hand, the 2021 version of the Farib-
ault boys soccer team looks a lot like the 2020
version, since the Falcons are returning a bulk
of their starters from a season ago.

On the other hand, however, Faribault coach
Brendan Cox has been preaching throughout the
preseason the importance of this year’s group
building its own identity and writing its own
story independent of what they experienced
last fall.

“We always talk about building and moving
forward,” Cox said. “The guys that return know
what they did last year and are able to build on
that, but at the same time our philosophy is

always forward and hammering into these guys
that they’re writing this chapter. They need to
put their stamp on it and we don’t expect them to
be last year’s team, even though a lot of the guys
are there and they’ve gotten older and they’ve
learned new things””

After finishing a combined 22-9-1 in 2018
and 2019, Faribault relatively struggled to a 4-8
overall record last year and a defeat in the Sec-
tion 2A quarterfinals.

A setback was partially expected, considering
how young the Falcons projected to be after the
graduations of a number of major contributors,
but Cox is excited about the prospect of resetting
the standard this season.

Faribault sophomore Cristian Escobar, left, and senior Eddie Solis, right, are just two of a
handful of returning starters for the Falcons this season. (File Photo/southernminn.com)

See BOYS SOCCER on 5B

Faribault forward Paige Ross is one of six seniors on this fall’s girls soccer team, and is looking
to help lead the offensive attack for the Falcons. (File Photo/southernminn.com)

Faribault gitls soccer leaning
on experience young and old

By MICHAEL HUGHES

michael.hughes@apgsomn.com

senior class.

In addition to Howells, those seniors in-
clude Mercedes Huerta, Paige Ross, Emma
Thibodeau, Adria Wellinghoff and Hannah
Wetzel. Huerta and Ross formed a formidable
one-two punch at the top of Faribault’s forma-
tion last year, and that’s not expected to change
in 2021.

“Mercedes Huerta and Paige Ross will make
some waves in our attacking third,” Justin said.

Working backwards, Justin said junior Sydne
Bauer will anchor Faribault’s midfield and serve
as a capable conduit between the team’s backline
and scoring options up front.

When you’re replacing six seniors, it helps
to bring back plenty of offensive firepower and
add a pair of varsity veterans back to the ranks.

That’s the case this fall for the Faribault girls
soccer team, which after losing those six seniors
is charging into 2021 with plenty of experience.

That starts with this year’s six-player senior
class, including Ainsley Howells, who is making
her return to the Falcons, in addition to junior
Izabel Klaras.

“(They) have already shown great leader-
ship and have given so much to our program,”

Faribault coach Maddie Justin said of this year’s See GIRLS SOCCER on 5B



By DAVE CAMPBELL
AP Pro Football Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The
Minnesota Vikings are bring-
ing back defensive end Everson
Griffen, yet another reunion
with an established veteran in
their attempt to revive the de-
fense from a dismal 2020 season.

The Vikings signed Griffen
on Monday, after the 33-year-
old was at the team facility for a
tryout last week. The four-time
Pro Bowl pick, who has 80 1/2
sacks in 11 seasons in the NFL,
played last year for Dallas and
Detroit. Contract terms weren’t
immediately available.

Salary cap constraints last
spring for the Vikings prevent-
ed the two sides from agreeing
on a new contract, though there
was mutual interest. Griffen lob-
bied particularly hard to return
then, and he did so again this
summer after becoming a free
agent again.

With the gaping hole caused
by the season-long absence of
star Danielle Hunter with a neck
injury, the departure of Griffen
was clearly felt last year by a Vi-
kings team that slipped badly to
27th in the league in yards al-
lowed and 29th in points against.

Vikings coach Mike Zimmer
said Griffen will be a situational
pass rusher and not a starter,
as Stephen Weatherly and D.].
Wonnum remain in audition
at right end opposite Hunter.
Griffen, a fourth-round pick by
the Vikings in 2010, amassed 43
1/2 sacks in 62 games over his
first four seasons as a starter
from 2014-17.

“We talked to him for quite a
while the other day, and it seems
like he’s in a good place,” Zim-
mer said. “Hopefully he can con-
tinue to do that, and if he does
he can help us”

Griffen, Weatherly, corner-
back Mackensie Alexander and
defensive tackle Sheldon Rich-
ardson have all re-signed with
the Vikings this year after a brief
time with other teams. Richard-
son was gone for two seasons,
the others for just one.

Griffen came to the NFL as
a work in progress out of USC
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Vikings bring back 4-time Pro Bowl pick Griffen as backup DE
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The Minnesota Vikings are bringing back defensive end Everson Griffen, now the fourth player on defense to rejoin the team this year after time away with an-
other team. (AP Photo/Bruce Kluckhohn, File)

and got into some off-the-field
trouble after his rookie year. He
grew up quickly when his moth-
er died unexpectedly on a visit
in 2012. Griffen made a strong
enough impression on Zimmer
once he took over in 2014 that
he was selected as a full-season
captain for 2015.

There came a major setback
in 2018, when Griffen was taken
by ambulance to a hospital after a
scary series of incidents around the
Twin Cities during which he threat-
ened violence in a hotel lobby and
made repeated comments about
people trying to kill him. After time
away for mental health treatment
kept him out of four games, Griffen
returned to the field.

Still gregarious and an energy

source for the team, but sporting
a bit less of the goofball style he
did in his earlier days, Griffen is
15th in career sacks among the
league’s active players, according
to Pro Football Reference.

“I think the way we rush
would be more beneficial to him
than the way he tried to do it last
year, Zimmer said. “I think he
probably recognizes that as well”

The Vikings also signed for-
mer Atlanta running back Ito
Smith among several other moves
to reduce their active roster to 80
players ahead of the next dead-
line.

Linebacker Cameron Smith
was put on the reserve/retired
list after ending his comeback
from open heart surgery. De-

** 47th ANNUAL **
Rice County Steam & Gas Engines, Inc.

Preserving a Bit of Yesterday for Tomorrow

Admission

$10.00
for the
weekend.
Includes
all events
12 and
under FREE

Sept. 3, 4 & §, 2021

Showgrounds open for setup Thursday, prior to show
Rice County Steam & Gas Welcomes You!
3 miles South of Northfield, MN on Minnesota Highway #3

PARADE OF TRACTORS - 12:00 NOON DAILY

Hands On Demonstrations
for Kids in the Farm Area!

ACTIVITIES:

e Steam and Gas Engine displays

® 1920’s Drentlaw Farm House

e Antique Tractors and Displays

e Classic Cars and Trucks on display
e Draft Horses & Horse Machinery

e Horse Drawn Wagon Rides

e Farm Machinery
e Sawmill

Listen to
KDHL 920 AM
or KCHK 95.5

FM Radio

for

Updates

e Summer Kitchen
e Grain Threshing
¢ Blacksmithing
e Sorghum Harvesting & Processing
e Plowing Demonstrations & More
e Corn Shelling
e Kid’s Pedal Tractor Pull -

Sat. @ 2 pm

o o
Live Music
Saturday:

10 am - Noon: Czech Area Concertina Club
1:30 - 5:30 pm: Darlene & the Boys
Sunday:

10 am - Noon: Mother Banjo
1:30 - 5:30 pm: Darlene & the Boys

Sunday: Non-denominational Church
Service - 8:00 a.m.
Church services held in the music building

¢ Breakfast Served all three days

General Information:

Roger Janak, President (612) 816-3131
Larry Condon, Vice President (507) 330-3363
Carmen Sevcik, Secretary (507) 663-0882
www.ricecountysteamandgas.com

Leashed Pets Only e Primitive Camping
Registration of ALL Golf Carts & ATV’s will be
required at Registration Gate ® Proof of Insurance
No Cycles
No Alcoholic Beverages on the Show Grounds

RAFFLE!
1st PRIZE -

Oliver Tractor or
$2,000 Cash

2nd Prize: Oliver Pedal Tractor
3rd Prize: Oliver 1/6 Model Scale Tractor

TRACTOR PULL

Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Registration at 7:00 a.m.

Everyone welcome at the Tractor Pull!
$20 per hook to pull tractor

TRLIBA\ WIARIXIEIT
BV = SIBILIL = TIIRAIDIE

330 CHARGE FOR OUTDOOR SPACE
(Size 30’ x 30°)
$40 CHARGE FOR INDOOR SPACE
(Limited)

Flea Market includes: Antique Tractors, Antique Car Parts,
Gas Engines, Tools, Machinery, Horse-Drawn Equipment
and Accessories, Cast Iron Seats, Toys, Pedal Tractors,
Literature, License Plates, Antique Furniture, Glassware,
Collectibles, and Crafts.

Sale of firearms is prohibited. Held Rain or Shine
INFORMATION: Call Sandy Bouillez: 507 581-6223

The Rice County Steam and Gas Engines, Inc.
is a non-profit organization.

The farmers, exhibitors, and workers time is all

donated. All income used to improve the show!

fensive tackle Jordon Scott,
who had an interception in the
preseason game on Saturday,
was waived with an injury des-
ignation. Rookie defensive end
Janarius Robinson, one of the
team’s fourth-round draft picks,
was placed on injured reserve. An
unlimited amount of players can
now return from injured reserve
after missing a minimum of three
games.
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There was another notable
development in camp on Mon-
day with a visit from Dr. Michael
Osterholm, the director of the
University of Minnesota’s Center
for Infectious Disease Research
and Policy.

One of the most-consulted
epidemiologists in the country
made the latest presentation to
the team that, as of three weeks
ago, had the NFLs lowest rate of

COME SEE US AT THE STEELE CO

players vaccinated for COVID-19.

“I'thought he did a terrific job,
and hopefully it helps. I just care
about these players, and I care
about their families. So that’s
my main reason,” Zimmer said.
“If they miss a game because of
COVID, so be it. But I don’t want
them to get sick, and I don’t want
their families to get sick or their
kids to get sick or my grandkids
to get sick”

FREE FAIR AUGUST 17-22 AND
GET A PIECE OF OWATONNA
HISTORY FOR JUST $5!

CASH OR CHECK ONLY

Owatonna-opoly is a fun family game featuring Owatonna Businesses
and Landmarks. This game is sure to please everyone in the family!

Think you know Steele County?
Steele County Trivia Quest is just for you! Challenge your friends and
family. Find out who knows the most about where we live.

Can’t make it to the Steele County Free Fair?
Stop in to the Owatonna People’s Press office anytime in August and get your
games. Open Monday-Friday, 9am-3pm. 135 W. Pearl St, Owatonna, MN.

Reoples Hess

* Special Fair offer on all games
valid with in person purchase at the
Owatonna People’s Press office or at
the Steele Co Free Fair through
August 31st, 2021 only.

——
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GIRLS TENNIS
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Faribault sophomore Stacie Petricka is one of a number of younger returners this season for the Falcons. (File Photo/southern-

minn.com)

2021 SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Aug. 24 — vs. Rochester Century, 2 p.m., at

Northfield

Tuesday, Aug. 24 — at Northfield, 4 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 26 — vs. Owatonna, 1 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 26 — vs. Austin, 5 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 27 — vs. Stewartville, 3 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 30 — at Farmington, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 31 — at Mankato East, 4:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 1 — at Waseca, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 7 — vs. Rochester John Marshall,

4:45 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 9 — vs. Rochester Mayo, 4:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 14 — vs. St. Peter, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 16 — at Albert Lea, 4:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 21 — at Red Wing, 4:45 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 23 — at Mankato West, 4:45 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 27 — at New Prague, 4:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 28 — vs. Winona, 4:45 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 2 — Big 9 Conference tournament,
9 a.m., Rochester Tennis Center

Youthtul Faribault girls tennis squad excited about growing level ot depth

By MICHAEL HUGHES

michael.hughes@apgsomn.com

One match day in, and it’s
clear the Faribault girls tennis
team features plenty of inter-
changeable parts.

At Saturday’s season-open-
ing quadrangular at Faribault
High School, the Falcons took
on Lake City, Bloomington
Kennedy and Tri-City United.
Faribault lost all three matches,
but showed a level of depth that
has the capability to grow and
improve not just this year, but
in future seasons.

“Our top three players are all
10th graders and are very equal
in ability providing us some

flexibility on how we set up our
lineups for matches,” Farib-
ault coach Jeff Anderson said.
“Looking at the youth of our
team is encouraging for overall
development for the next sev-
eral years. It is also encouraging
to see several of our new play-
ers already stepping into varsity
positions and helping the team”

Sophomore Stacie Petricka
returns after a freshman season
spent primarily at the No. 2
singles position. Saturday, she
played at No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3
singles across the three matches.
Sophomore Lindsay Rauenhorst
spent a pair of matches at No. 1
singles, where she twice lost in
a third-set tiebreaker, and one

Faribault sophomore Hailey Reuvers prepares to serve during
Saturday’s quadrangular at Faribault High School. Reuvers won
all three of her matches to start her season. (Photo courtesy of

Faribault girls tennis)
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match at at No. 1 doubles along-
side sophomore Hailey Reuvers.

Reuvers, that third sopho-
more Anderson projects in
his top three, won alongside
Rauenhorst at No. 1 doubles in
straight sets against Blooming-
ton Kennedy, won another No.
1 doubles match with freshman
Grace Brazil against Tri-City
United in a third-set tiebreak
and then claimed a three-set
victory at No. 2 singles against
Lake City. Reuvers played a part
in three of the five matches won
by the Falcons.

“After a long day of tennis,
Hailey did well to dig deep
and find some energy to take
control of the second set,” An-
derson said of Reuvers’ win at
No. 2 singles. “She controlled
much of the play in the second
set and won 6-1 forcing a super
tie breaker to decide the match.
Maintaining her momentum
from the second set, Hailey
went on to win the super tie
breaker 10-4 and also won the
overall match”

One of Faribault’s other wins
Saturday came from the No. 3
doubles duo of freshman Gabbie
Temple and sophomore Allison
Norton against Tri-City United.

In both of Temple’s and Nor-
ton’s varsity debuts, the pair
claimed a 4-6, 6-4, 10-8 victory.

“Both played well and had a
good first set,” Anderson said.”
Gabbie was playing aggressive
at the net while both her and
Allison covered their court well.
They came up a bit short in the
first set losing 4-6, but were able
to continue playing well into the
second set and held on to win
6-4. This forced them to play a
super tie breaker to decide the
match. Both Faribault and TCU
continued to play well trading
points until Faribault held on
and won the last two points
winning the super tiebreaker.”

Then against Lake City,
freshman Nell Gibbs raced her
way to a 6-0, 6-1 victory. Gibbs
played large parts of last season
in the varsity lineup as an eighth
grader, but Saturday marked her

L

and labor

work or home

1125 S Oak Ave ® Owatonna

Home of Honest Mehnic
& ECO-Friendly Auto Care®

v/ Best Warranty! 3 year/36,000 mile
nationwide warranty on all parts

v Free shuttle service to and from

v/ Free loaner cars available

HONEST-1°

507-431-4353

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

s®

Mon-Fri
7am-6pm

"Proud|to/supportalll-
our local athletes .,

e

 Good Luck Knights!

232 Main Street,

Member

FDIC

P.O. Box 188
Phone 507-824-2265

www.ssbwanamingo.com

first varsity win.

“After a couple of challeng-
ing matches earlier in the day,
Nell quickly found herself in
control of this match,” Ander-
son said. “Nell was serving well
and also moving on the court
well. Even though it was late in
the day, Nell maintained some
really good footwork and rac-
quet prep to provide her the op-
portunity to control the match”

Other players that saw var-
sity action Saturday include
eighth grader Leah Nowacze-
wski, senior Amairani Rosas,
senior Olivia Bolster, seventh
grader Whitney Huberty and
seventh grader Beata Chris-
tianson.

After the graduation of 19
players over the last two sea-
sons, Saturday was the varsity
debut for a number of those
players.

On a day that might rank as
the busiest of the season for the
Falcons, Anderson was happy
with how his team performed.

“Even though this was a

long day of tennis it was filled
with a lot of great matches,
many of which were decided in
a super tie breaker,” Anderson
said. “All of the Faribault play-
ers played well and provided
the coaches a lot of insight to
best set up our lineup for up-
coming matches.

ROSTER

Olivia Bolster, senior
Amairani Rosas, senior

Delia Denis, junior

Kim Nguyen, junior

Allison Norton, sophomore
Stacie Petricka, sophomore
Lindsay Rauenhorst, sopho-
more

Hailey Reuvers, sophomore
Grace Brazil, freshman

Nell Gibbs, freshman

Gabbie Temple, freshman
Bella Anderson, 8th grade
Leah Nowaczewski, 8th grade
[sabella Pankonin, 8th grade
Brianna Velazquez Sanchez, 8th
grade

Beata Christianson, 7th grade
Whitney Huberty, 7th grade
Anika Sterling, 7th grade

Always Fresh,
Always Affordable,

Always Fareway

SHOP ONLINE FOR
CURBSIDE PICK UP

FAREWAY

E MEAT & GROCERY I

Mon-Sat: 8am-9pm
(Closed Sunday)

831 OAK AVE S, OWATONNA MN
¥ Store. 507-451-1550 @ Market. 507-451-0071

Good Luck
Huskies!

O

SHOP. PICK UP.

THIS SEASON!

PLYMOLD
(PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS FOLDCRAFT)
IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
KENYON-WANAMINGO KNIGHTS

GO.
SHOP.FAREWAY.COM

LUCK

Originating in 1948 but making
Kenyon “home"” since 1967,
Plymold serves the dynamic restaurant &
hospitality industries.

Proud to be 100% employee owned!

¢? Plymold

615 Centennial Drive | Kenyon, MN 55946
Phone: 507.789.5111




K-W quintet of runners set to help Cougars this fall

By MICHAEL HUGHES
michael hughes@apgsomn.com

It’s a new world this season for the
Kenyon-Wanamingo/Zumbrota-Mazeppa
boys and girls cross country teams. With
the sport of cross country expanding
from two to three classes, the Cougars
are moving up from Class A to Class AA.

That means K-W/Z-M now joins Sec-

www.SouthernMinn.com | Tuesday, August 24, 2021 | PAGE 4B

2021 SCHEDULE

Monday, Aug. 30 — at Wabasha-Kellogg Invite, 4 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 2 — at St. Olaf Invite, 10 a.m.

Thursday, Sept. 16 — at Rochester Invite, 4 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 25 — at Milaca Invite, 10 a.m.

Thursday, Sept. 30 — Z-M/K-W Invite, 4 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 7 — at Owatonna Invite, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 19 — Hiawatha Valley League meet, TBD, Rochester

tion 1AA alongside larger schools like

Faribault, Austin, Albert Lea and Wi-
nona, but also still competes against its
Hiawatha Valley League brethren Kasson-
Mantorville, Cannon Falls and Stewart-

ville.

With a combined 29 runners between
the boys and girls teams, the Cougars feel

ready for the challenge.

“So far in practice we have a very
hard-working team, and our roster will
probably fluctuate throughout the season
as far as who is on what squad,” coach

Nathan Warneke said.

Last season, the K-W/Z-M boys fin-
ished fifth at the Hiawatha Valley League
championships, while the girls snagged
sixth with the help of Natasha Sortland’s

first-place individual finish.

Of those 29 runners, five of them at-
tend Kenyon-Wanamingo High School
in Nathan Carroll, Grace Vierling, Tate
Miller, Bryan Jacobson and Holly Cal-

said.

ROSTER
Courtney Andring
Miles Berg

Holly Carlstrom
Nathan Carroll
Carly Hauser
Siddha Hunt
Bryan Jacobson

strom. Carroll was part of the varsity
lineup at last year’s HVL championships.
While Warneke said he’s still figur-
ing out his lineup, and that it likely will
change multiple times throughout the fall,
he said he expects the quintet to contrib-
ute to K-W/Z-M’s success whether that
comes on race day or during practices.
“Nathan, Tate, Grace, Bryan and Holly
all show a varsity-caliber work ethic and
when given the opportunity they all push
their teammates to be their best and nev-
er settle for the easy way out,” Warneke

Ambriel Johnson
Caleb Kevan
Noah Kevan
Collin Klassen
Tyson Liffrig
Blake Lockner
Malcom Meyers
Aaron Miller
Ethan Miller
Tate Miller
Douglas Noetzl
Hudson Ohm
Preston Ohm
William Ottem
Zaynah Paider
Brayden Paulson
Brayden Rasmussen
Kayden Roderick
Natasha Sortland
Grave Vierling
Jacob Williamson
Like Williamson

BOYS XC

From Page 1B

Tuma is part of a Faribault
core that won't only be here this
year, but in 2022 as well. That
includes Owen Beardsley, James
Hoisington, Ricky Cordova and
Trent Ta, who all ran at last year’s
Section 1AA race.

“The majority of them, if
not all seven of them will be my
seven runners this year and if
they run well will be my seven
runners next year, Bongers said.

That group will try to build
off last year’s eighth-place finish
at the Big 9 Conference meet and
11th-place showing at the Sec-
tion 1AA meet. Of course, due
to returning experience and cross
country’s shift from two classes
to three classes, that finish in Sec-
tion 1AA is due for some natural
inflation.

The top seven teams from
last fall’s Section 1AA meet are
all part of the newly-formed Sec-
tion IAAA.

“For us, we were competing
against schools that had a popu-
lation that was so much larger
than ours,” Bongers said. “It was
just hard to compete. There’s no
excuse for competition, but if you

have a class size triple the size
of what I have at Faribault, they
have a lot better chance percent-
age-wise to find the right group
of kids. We have talent, we just
struggled with the total num-
bers”

That changes this season,
where Bongers said he antici-
pates a number of teams start-
ing from the same area in terms
of speed. The difference — and
what might decide which two
teams advance to state — will
be the gains attained during the
preseason and how healthy each
squad is entering the postseason.

“I think there’s a lot of teams
in the same boat we are,” Bongers
said. “There’s good teams with a
lot of talent, but they need that
fine-tuning”

ROSTER

Ahmed Bouabid, senior
Ricky Cordova, junior
Emanuel Panser, junior

Trent Ta, junior

Alex Tuma, junior

Ethan Amundson, sophomore
Owen Beardsley, sophomore
Andrew Flicek, sophomore
Gabriel Hoisington, sophomore
James Hoisington, sophomore
Dustin Boyd, freshman
Darby LaCanne, freshman
Finn Larson, freshman
Brandon Boyd, 7th grade

GIRLS XC

From Page 1B

In summer workouts and
the early part of the preseason,
the trio of Mariana Foxhoven,
Felicity Foxhoven and Brynn
Beardsley have created a front-
running pack for the Falcons.
Add in Cecelia Hoisington and
Claire Linnemann, who last fall
both consistently ran as part
of the seven-member varsity
lineup, and Faribault enters the
season with five experienced
options for the five scoring po-
sitions in varsity races.

That could be key in a year
in which there’s more at stake
than in almost any previous
season. Due to section realign-
ment and cross country expand-
ing to three classes, Faribault
has suddenly turned from a
small school punching above
its weight into one of the larg-
est teams in the field.

At last year’s Section 1AA
race, the Falcons finished sixth.
Farmington, Lakeville South,
Rochester Century, Owatonna
and Northfield finished in the
first five positions. All five
of those schools were moved
into the newly-created Section
1AAA, leaving Faribault as the
top returning finisher in Sec-
tion 1AA.

“We basically split our sec-
tion in half and now we’re one

2021 SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Aug. 31 — at Austin Invite, 4 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 10 — Faribault Invite, 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 — at Northfield, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 21 — at Albert Lea Invite, 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 25 — at Winona Invite, 10 a.m.

Friday, Oct. 1 — at Red Wing Invite, 4 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 7 — at Waseca Invite, 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 12 — at Mankato Invite, 3:45 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 19 — Big 9 Conference meet, 3:25 p.m., Owatonna
Tuesday, Oct. 28 — Section 1AA meet, TBD, Faribault

of the bigger schools,” Clapp
said. “That’s something we’ve
never experienced with Big 9
and Section 1. Were seeing that
as a huge advantage. Before, we
looked at Big 9s or sections as
where we want to peak, and
now it’s definitely at the section
meet because we can compete
for that”

In past years, the idea of
finishing first or second at the
section race to advance to state
was an unattainable goal. Even
in 2018, when Faribault fielded
what Clapp says might be the
best team in program history,
they settled for fourth place in
the section.

That’s life when dealing with
powerhouses like Farmington
and Lakeville South, which con-
sistently maintained a strangle-
hold on those two state-advanc-
ing positions.

“If we have that team again
we're going to state,” Clapp said.
“That’s the cool part about it,

GOOD LUCK

to all area sports teams this season!

ACADEMY

INSPIRING TRUTH SINCE 1863

Authentically Catholic Grade 6-12 Dominican prep school.
Find out more at www.bacards.org.

just that we can actually quali-
fy for it and we're not the little
school that has no chance”
That’s not to say Faribault
has a walk in the park to qualify
as a team. Waseca consistent-
ly challenged Faribault in the
middle of the section pecking
order, while Red Wing, Winona

and Austin have all churned out
teams that slot in right around
the Falcons.

Add in newcomer Kenyon-
Wanamingo/Zumbrota-Mazep-
pa and its lightning-quick ju-
nior Natasha Sortland from
Section 1A, and there’s still
plenty of speed in the new-look

Pain or Injury Keeping

You Out of the Game?

PT
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- Don't let pain or injury keep you on the
bench. Our physical therapy team can help
improve your mobility, relieve pain and restore
function. Call today and let’s get started on a
treatment strategy that works for you.
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- Scotf Nelson, PT @ Greg Lenz, PT, ATC
~ Marc Grommesch, PTA-®-Jean Einhaus, PTA

507.451.8254 ® www.0SPTinc.com
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Section 1AA.

Of course, with Owatonna
also moving up to Section
1AAA, that means the Sec-
tion 1AA race is now hosted
by Faribault at Alexander Park,
providing the Falcons with a
home-course advantage.

“The biggest thing with this
realignment was before it was
always the best program that
went through,” Clapp said.
“Now I think it’s whoever’s hav-
ing the best year is going to go
through. There’s a handful of
teams that we’ve been histori-
cally very competitive with, so
it’s about whoever’s having the
best year is going to go. Run-
ning on our home course at the
end of October, that’s one of our
goals”
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Stay Happy.

I:III.(I.I'SIIIN CENTER
907-451-8989

We work with all
insurance companies
and all makes
and models!

3205 S. County Rd. 45
507-451-8989

www.kappysauto.com
kappysauto@gmail.com

ROSTER

Kendra Albers, senior

Ella Beardsley, senior

Felicity Foxhoven, senior
JoHannah Gehrke, senior
Skye Jeffries, senior

Abby Kugler, senior

Kadance Rice, senior
Gabriella Banks, junior
Mariah Tatge, junior

Marke Volkmuth, junior
Mariana Foxhoven, sophomore
Gabbie Boevers, freshman
Brynn Beardsley, 8th grade
Kendallynne Boevers, 8th grade
Cecelia Hoisington, 8th grade
Claire Linnemann, 8th grade
Aubrie Newport, 8th grade
Sivanna Schwartz, 8th grade
Aubrey Brown, 7th grade
Sigrid Holmgren, 7th grade
Annika Voit, 7th grade
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See Kappy!

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
K-W SPORTS THIS SEASON!
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As the fall season begins we'd like to take this opportunity
to wish our dedicated school athletes a great season.

We know it isn’t always easy to balance your team and
academic responsibilities, and we recognize your hard work.

=T UnitecBank

430 4th St. NW, Faribault « 507-334-2201 » 1stunited.com Fpjc

We Salute Our Student Athletes




BOYS SOCCER

From Page 1B

Those high hopes are fu-
eled by a strong opening week
of practice and the return of
young standouts like sopho-
more forward Cristian Escobar,
last season’s leading scorer, and
sophomore goalkeeper Chris-
tian Trujillo, who's entering his
third year as a varsity starter.

Seniors Eddie Solis and
Henry Schonebaum anchor
the midfield, which is also set
to feature Alex Turcios, while
senior Faustino Pimentel head-
lines the back four on defense,
the one area where the Falcons
enter inexperienced. With the
loss of three defensive starters,
Cox said he expects junior Reyes
Turcios and sophomore Lucas
Nelson to step into bigger roles
this fall.

“We were young last year,
which allowed us to gain a lot
of experience, so this year it’ll
be a lot of fun just to see the
next step in progress these guys
take coming in,” Cox said.

That places Faribault in a
unique position in regards
to the Big 9 Conference. Last
year’s champion, Austin, has
won the last four Big 9 titles,
but now has to replace star
Henry Tolbert, who was a ma-
jor part of all four of those con-
ference titles and last year was
named Minnesota Mr. Soccer.

Second-place Northfield,
meanwhile, must replace a
staggering 12 seniors that all
played a major role.

“I think we’re coming to
a point now where it’s more
even, and you don’t have the
frontrunners as far ahead as
they have been in years past,”
Cox said. “This is really one
of those seasons where we can
make some noise, but it’s go-
ing to be a lot of hard work.
If the guys want to buy in and
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2021 SCHEDULE

Thursday, Aug. 26 — at Byron, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 28 — vs. Kasson-Mantorville, noon
Tuesday, Aug. 31 — vs. Waseca, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 2 — at Rochester Mayo, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 9 — vs. Rochester John Marshall,

7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 11 — vs. Albert Lea, noon
Tuesday, Sept. 14 — at Mankato West, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 16 — vs. Mankato East, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 21 — at Red Wing, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 23 — vs. Owatonna, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 25 — at New Prague, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 28 — at Rochester Century, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 30 — vs. Austin, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 2 — vs. Worthington, 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 5 — at Northfield, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 7 — vs. Winona, 7 p.m.

put the work in, I think they
have a really good shot of being
competitive and working for
that first Big 9 title that’s always
been the goal for this team ev-
ery year. It’s a long season and
a lot can happen between now
and the end”

That landscape extends to
Faribault in the postseason,
where with soccer expanding
from two classes to three, the
Falcons are shifting from Sec-
tion 2A to Section 1AA.

That moves Faribault away
from Section 2A nemesis
Mankato West and into a sec-
tion with other Big 9 foes Aus-
tin, Albert Lea, Red Wing and
Winona. In addition to those
known quantities, however, the
section field now includes By-
ron and Kasson-Mantorville,
who the Falcons play in their
first two games of the regular
season.

“Other than the teams in the
Big 9, it’s been a few years since
we've played Byron and Kasson
and been in a section with those
teams,” Cox said. “It’s a little bit
of an unknown. I still think that
Austin is definitely going to be
a main rival in the section that
we're competing against, but
you always have to respect the

other teams, too, because they
can beat you. It'll be nice to
have a little bit more similar-
sized schools in the section and
a little bit closer regionally as
well”

ROSTER

Thomas Malecha, senior, de-
fense

Faustino Pimentel, senior, de-
fense

Abdulajid Said, senior, defense
Henry Schonebaum, senior,
midfield

Eddie Solis, senior, midfield
Pablo Arriaza, junior, forward/
midfield

Muse Muhamed, junior, defense
Marcos Ramirez, junior, for-
ward

Jackson Reb, junior, defense/
midfield

Alex Turcios, junior, midfield
Reyes Turcios, junior, midfield
Josh Arroyo, sophomore, mid-
field/forward

Cristian Escobar, sophomore,
forward

Aaron Huerta, sophomore, for-
ward

Carter Johnson, sophomore,
midfield

Lucas Nelson, sophomore, de-
fense

Christian Trujillo, sophomore,
goalie

Faribault senior midfielder Henry Schonebaum returns in the midfield this fall for the Falcons.

(File Photo/southernminn.com)

Proud supporter of
Faribault Athletics

507-332-9948
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1746 GRANT ST. N.W. FARIBAULT, MN
ultimatetanfaribault.com
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Faribault sophomore Skylar Bertram is one of a few young player coach Maddie Justin said to
keep an eye on this fall. (File Photo/southernminn.com)

GIRLS SOCCER

From Page 1B

2021 SCHEDULE

Thursday, Oct. 26 — vs. Byron, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 28 — at Kasson-Mantorville, noon

Tuesday, Oct. 31 — vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 2 — vs. Rochester Mayo, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 7 — vs. Cannon Falls, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 9 — at Rochester John Marshall,
7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 11 — at Albert Lea, noon

Tuesday, Sept. 14 — vs. Mankato West, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 16 — at Mankato East, 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 21 — vs. Red Wing, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 23 — at Owatonna, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 25 — at New Ulm, noon

Tuesday, Sept. 28 — vs. Rochester Century, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 30 — at Austin, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 5 — vs. Northfield, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 7 — at Winona, 7 p.m.

On the backline, junior Ber-
gen Williamson is back for her
third season as a major varsity
contributor on defense. While
Justin is still working out the
specifics, she expects young-
sters sophomore Skylar Ber-
tram, freshman Ariana Garcia
and sophomore Ismerai Arri-
aza Lopez to all step into key
varsity roles this fall.

Collectively, that group will
aim to build off last season’s
0-11 campaign.

“Losing six seniors is a sig-
nificant change for our pro-
gram this year, however, we are
looking very strong at the start
of this season,” Justin said. “A
few veteran varsity players
have returned and are looking
very on top of their game.
ROSTER
Ainsley Howells, senior
Mercedes Huerta, senior

Ismerai Arriaza Lopez, sopho-
more

Skylar Bertram, sophomore
Meredith Umbreit, sophomore
Hannah Wheeler, sophomore
Estefany Galindo, freshman
Ariana Garcia, freshman
Jocelyn Lozano, freshman
Addison Thibodeau, freshman

Paige Ross, senior

Emma Thibodeau, senior
Adria Wellinghoff, senior
Hannah Wetzel, senior
Sydne Bauer, junior

Alexis Garcia, junior
[zabel Klaras, junior
Regan Vogelsberg, junior
Bergen Williamson, junior

Our goal is to provide our
customers with the best
mortgage experience
possible. Elysian Bank
Mortgage experts will
discuss your needs, review
loan options and guide you
through every step of the
loan process.
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Offering competitive rates in a wide range
of mortgage options including:

e Conventional Fixed Rate Mortgages
* Low Down Payment Options

¢ Construction Loans

® Rate/Term and Cash Out Refinances

Josh LaFrance
Mortage Lender
612-978-7961
josh@elysianbank.net
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121 E Main Street, PO Box 179, Elysian, MN 56028

www.elysianbank.net ® 507-267-4326

DESIGN YOUR OWN
PATH TO SUCCESS!

SCC offers a wide range of 2-year or less
programs that get you ready to begin your
career as soon as you graduate.

Complete the first 2 years of a bachelor’s
degree then transfer to a 4-year university.

www.southcentral.edu
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An affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator. This material can be made available in
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