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oddest ever to be held.

they compete.

tected.

all get along.

Our View
The odd Olympics

This week the Olympic Summer Games will
begin in Tokyo, already a year late and one of the

Thanks to COVID-19, the International Olym-
pics Committee and the Japanese government have
banned foreign spectators. The athletes marching in
for the opening ceremony will have no one to wave
to. No chants or cheers from home nation fans as

The streets of Tokyo will be empty, without the
tourists that are usually expected to boost the local
economy and provide a return for the massive invest-
ment in facilities that Japan has made.

A vast percentage of a reluctant Japanese popu-
lation is preparing to battle through the next couple
of weeks, hoping that the influx of thousands of ath-
letes and officials that do arrive won’t bring more
COVID-19 cases to a country that is largely unpro-

One thing that won’t change is that television will
bring it to the rest of the world, and will profit greatly,
along with the IOC. Television will bring us the com-
petition, the triumphs, the joys and disappointments
that seem to matter so much more on the world stage.

One of the joys of the Olympic Games is the way
it brings people from around the world together to
celebrate athletic competition, to learn a little more
about other countries and other people and, for a
short while, to dream about a world where we can

A lot of that will be missing with this year’s
Olympic games. Athletes will be competing against
COVID-19 as well as each other. We hope that
COVID-19 won’t be able to claim victory at the end.

Letters

Critical Race Theory

To the editor:

Critical Race Theory
(CRT) is an optional class
for college students to
take. It should be left there
where college students are
supposed to be adults and
can decide if CRT (theory)

know the difference. Let’s
leave it to the adults to de-
cide on it. Do not corrupt
the innocent minds with a
“THEORY.” The USA is
not racist like some people
think. If it were, why are
millions coming here? SAVE

is proper. Yes, theory not THE CHILDREN!
fact. Bringing CRT to young Roger Bauer
minds is theory not a fact New Ulm

and they are too gullible to

0ld enough to remember

To the editor:

All the reporting on the
COVID vaccine has had me
thinking about how much
our country has changed. As
a registered nurse back in
the 1950’s, I still have very
vivid memories of the polio
epidemic. I can still see the
rows of people living in-
side iron lungs at the Sister
Kenny Institute in Minneap-
olis and I remember seeing
the crippling effects of polio.

I remember how our
whole nation REJOICED
when Dr. Salk developed a
vaccine. It was an answer to
all of our prayers. Vaccines
for measles, diphtheria,

mumps,and whooping cough
followed. Over the years stu-
dents received their vaccina-
tions at school.

Politics, controversy, and
misinformation NEVER
played a role in vaccination
and polio was eradicated.
Medical doctors and scien-
tists gave us information to
make health decisions, NOT
POLITICIANS.

It is my hope that cases
of COVID caused by new
variants don’t continue to in-
crease. We’ve had too many
deaths and too many people
with long haul symptoms.
Jan Schrupp
Winthrop

Other Editors

Continuing challenges to presidential election

Nine months after the election and six months after the
U.S. Capitol riot their rhetoric inspired, many Republicans
are still clinging to the Big Lie, including in Pennsylvania.

State Sen. Doug Mastriano last week announced yet an-
other attempt to relitigate the 2020 presidential election,
arguing that somehow, through an additional audit, he will
uncover evidence that election boards, the Pennsylvania De-
partment of State, the FBI, the Attorney General’s Office, and
former U.S. Attorney William M. McSwain have tried and

failed to discover.

The proposed election audit, inspired by the chaotic un-
dertakings in Arizona, asks for all election materials to be
sent to State Sen. Mastriano for a “forensic audit” of the
results. Not just ballots, but ballot applications, voter regis-
tration system terminals, voting machines, and poll books.
It even goes as far as to request logins for the state’s voter
registration database from employees. It would be expensive
and time-consuming. Mastriano’s office currently doesn’t
even have a plan for where to put all this paperwork and
equipment if the counties comply.

This audit isn’t actually aimed at uncovering the truth
about the 2020 election, nor is it capable of finding nonex-
istent fraud or proving that Donald Trump is the real winner

of the election.

The point seems to be jockeying for position in next year’s
crowded Republican gubernatorial primary. Even the sup-
posed goal of delivering the audit, an unlikely prospect, takes
a back seat to fighting for the audit, something that most of
Mastriano’s competitors, who don’t have access to subpoena

powers, can’t do.

This points to one of the most pernicious aspects of the
Big Lie: the way that it traps our political debate in Novem-
ber forever. Constantly fighting for one more audit and one
more batch of secret revelations means people never have to
accept the truth — that President Joe Biden fairly won the
election — because there’s always new revelations coming if
you wait. The constant drumbeat also helps justify new and
unnecessary restrictions on voting.

That’s why it is so important that this effort is rejected
quickly and firmly. Not just by Democrats and the few Re-
publicans who have consistently opposed this rhetoric from
the start, but by senior Republicans in Harrisburg, and Mas-
triano’s colleagues on the Senate Intergovernmental Opera-

tions Commiittee. ...

— The Philadelphia Inquirer
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Truth and COVID-19

By Cal Thomas

In the 1950s there was a quiz show
called “To Tell the Truth.” It has been
reborn several times but retained its
original format. A celebrity panel
would try to discover which one of
three contestants was telling the truth,
as all claimed to be the same person
with identical backgrounds.

I thought of that show in relation to
the conflicting stories and claims that
have come from “experts” during the
last 16 months of the pandemic. Peo-
ple, including two U.S. presidents, Dr.
Anthony Fauci, chief medical adviser
to the president, Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, the director general of
the World Health Organization, and Dr.
Rochelle Walensky, head of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, have all made statements which,
at the time, they claimed were accurate
and based on science, but turned out to
be inaccurate.

Dr. Ghebreyesus, initially dis-
missed allegations the virus originated
in a Wuhan, China laboratory, as “ex-
tremely unlikely.” Now, he says, he
was “premature” to rule out a lab leak.

Dr. Fauci at first called mask wearing
ineffective. In an email to Sylvia Bur-
well, the HHS Secretary in the Obama
administration, Fauci wrote: “Masks
are really for infected people to pre-
vent them from spreading infection to
people who are not infected rather than

Are guns

By Diane Dimond

The White House is launching a
new assault to bring down the crime
rate. As you’ve likely heard, crime,
especially homicide, has exploded in
many major hotspot cities over the last
year or so. President Joe Biden says
he knows what to do, he’s been at this
for years and he’s got a plan ready to
launch that includes several definitive
steps.

“The first of those that work is
stemming the flow of firearms used
to commit violent crimes,” Biden told
a group of reporters as he was about
to go into a closed-door meeting with
visiting police chiefs and city officials.
“It includes cracking down and holding
rogue gun dealers accountable for vio-
lating federal law.”

The new plan includes five new
federal strike forces, agents with the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATFE), which will
embed with local police departments in
Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, San
Francisco and Washington, D.C. Their
mission is to disrupt gun trafficking
coming into those major cities.

The president says he wants to “su-
percharge” the crime fighting effort, so
he’s also urging communities to invest
some of their portion of the $350 bil-
lion COVID-19 relief fund in policing
and to establish more support pro-
grams, such as summer jobs for young
people.

I wonder if during that closed-door
White House meeting anyone broached
the subject of the criminals holding
those illegal guns the president wants
rounded up.

The cold hard fact is this: There
are some 470 million guns in civilian
hands in the United States right now,
with new ones -- including untraceable,
homemade ghost guns -- being manu-
factured every day. Legal, registered
gun sales are at record highs. If by some
stretch of the imagination we could
magically do away with all the guns
belonging to criminals, what do you
think might happen? Do you believe
hardcore lawbreakers would simply
shrug, walk away from their criminal
life and go get a nine-to-five job? No.
They would find other weapons with
which to inflict their terror on innocent
citizens. Knives, Molotov cocktails,
scissors, an ax perhaps. Criminals ar-

protecting
uninfected
people from
acquiring
infection.”
Fauci said
the “typical
mask” is “not
really effec-
tive in keep-
ing out the
virus, which
Thomas | is small
enough to
pass through
material.” Now he says the opposite.

Some people questioned these and
other comments. For their skepticism
they were banned from social media
and called spreaders of disinformation,
even kooks.

The UK, which has one of the
world’s highest vaccination rates in
the world, is seeing a surge in COVID
cases because of the Delta variant.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett says the Pfizer vaccine is “weaker”
against the Delta variant. This, after we
were told — again by “experts”— the
drug is effective against this strain.
Which is it? No wonder the public is
confused.

White House Press Secretary Jen
Psaki says the administration is in “reg-
ular touch” with social media about
what they are allowing to be posted on
their platforms. President Biden has

Cal

called people who spread disinforma-
tion “murderers.” Is that true?

The government and the heads of
social media companies that contrib-
uted large amounts of money to the
political campaigns of Biden and other
Democrats now claim the ability to
distinguish between fact and fiction.
Given their track record it does not
instill confidence for the vast majority
who know little more than the so-called
experts. How do we know their future
statements can be trusted when previ-
ous ones have been problematic?

Granted, there have been people
who have irresponsibly spread disin-
formation, like vaccines cause infer-
tility. There have also been misleading
media reports that have added to public
fears.

Maybe “To Tell the Truth” could
serve as a kind of truth serum. The con-
testants would be Dr. Fauci, Dr. Ghe-
breyesus, Dr. Walensky and President
Biden. The panel might include Sen.
Rand Paul (R-KY), who has been crit-
ical of Fauci, Fox News White House
reporter Peter Doocy, who has been
nearly alone in confronting statements
by Biden administration officials, and
an average citizen who followed all the
guidelines but got COVID anyway and
barely survived.

That would be informative as well
as entertaining television. We might
even discover the truth.
©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

really the problem?

en’t just vio-
lent; they are
deviously
creative.

I read a
quote re-
cently from a
police officer
in the Bronx,
where gangs
are currently
involved in
Dimond | a spate of
revenge kill-
ings, which
said, “Everybody is walking around
with a gun because they are more afraid
of getting shot than getting arrested.”

Wow. What does that say about the
in-vogue idea that police should refrain
from ever stopping, questioning and
maybe frisking a suspected criminal?
Removing that tactic from officers is
obviously self-defeating if we really
want to stem the murder rate.

It’s the gang members who fuel
much of this nation’s violent crime
problem. It seems a smart endeavor for
the feds and local law enforcement to
supercharge an all-out assault on them,
instead of the nearly futile attempt to
stop the flow of millions and millions
and millions of guns.

Please don’t make me fall back on
that old saying, “Guns don’t kill peo-
ple; people kill people.” But it does

Diane

apply. It’s not the number of available
guns that matters; it’s who holds them.
Countless firearms are in the hands of
responsible, law abiding, constitution-
ally protected Americans. They remain
safely locked up, away from the crim-
inal element.

Back in April, in a forerunner to the
new White House plan, the city of Chi-
cago filed a lawsuit against a Gary, In-
diana, gun shop it believes responsible
for the flow of hundreds, maybe thou-
sands of guns into the Windy City. The
suit revealed that, for years, Westforth
Sports has been repeatedly cited by the
feds (the same Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives crew
now comprising the president’s five
strike forces) for illegally selling guns
to convicted felons and others. And the
feds couldn’t shut down that gun shop?
Let’s hope the new five-city strike
force effort will be more efficient.

I keep coming back to the idea
that concentrating on rounding up the
worst of the worst gangbangers would
be much more efficient. By anybody’s
count there are far fewer violent gang
members operating in this country than
there are guns. Would this get rid of all
gun crime? No, but it would make a
heck of a dent in it.

Take care of the demand problem
and the supply side will surely slow.
©2021 CREATORS.COM

Political Directory

MINNESOTA
LEGISLATURE
District 16

Sen. Gary H. Dahms, Redwood Falls,
(R-16), 2111 Minnesota Senate Bldg., St.
Paul MN 55155. (651)-296-8138, e-mail:
sen.gary.dahms(@senate. mn.

Rep. Chris Swedzinski, Ghent (R-
16A) 245 State Office Building, Saint
Paul, MN 55155. Tel. 651-296-5374 or
888-234-1242, email: rep.chris.swedz-
inski@house.mn

Rep. Paul Torkelson, Hanska, (R-
16B), 251 State Office Building, Saint
Paul, MN 55155, tel. 651-296-9303 or
888-727-3891 e-mail: rep.paul.torkel-
son@house.mn

District 19
Sen. Nick A. Frentz, Mankato, (DFL-

19), 2415 Minnesota Senate Bldg., Tel.
651-296-6153, E-mail: sen.nick.frentz@
senate.mn

Rep. Susan Akland, St. Peter (R-
19A), 203 State Office Building, Saint
Paul, MN 55155; 651-296-8634; E-mail:
rep.susan.akland@ house.mn

Rep. Luke Frederick, Mankato (19B,
DFL), 487 State Office Building, St.
Paul, MN 55155, Tel. 651-296-3248,
Email: rep.luke.frederick@house.mn

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR
Gov. Tim Walz, 130 State Capitol, 75
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St.
Paul, MN 55155. Telephone: (651) 201-
3400, Toll Free: (800) 657-3717, email:
tim.walz(@ state.mn.us



