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diamond Thursday for
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they would support us ...

and

Austin and the Jay C. Hormel
Nature Center.

N Handshake and a smile

John Beckel remembered for conservation work, personality

Throughout the years of conservation work and land acqui-
sitions, John Beckel found the most important part was sim-
ply talking. Photo provided

munity.

From those who knew him
best, John Beckel’s work in
land conservation started and
ended in a belief of people do-
ing what was best for the com-

“He was so confident that if
we went out and asked people
.. be very transparent and

the community did,” said long
time friend Dave Cole.

Beckel passed away on April
4 at the age of 96, but he leaves
behind a legacy of conserva-
tion that stretchesfarand wide
having worked on several large
land acquisition projects for
the Ramsey Mill Pond Wildlife
Management Area north of

He achieved much of this
success in a quiet manner that
came from a simple and per-
sonal approach that consisted
of talking with landowners
and getting them invested in
conservation of theland.

See BECKEL, Page 10A

Beckel

Ellis Middle School student Alex Arizpe is photographed outside of the school Thursday morning as students wait to get in.Ona few days thls

year, Alex has entertained students by playing his accordion. Photos by Eric Johnson/photodesk@austindailyherald.com

Morning Music

Alex Arizpe shares his love of the accordion
with his fellows students, the community

By Eric Johnson

eric.johnson@austindailyherald.com

Thursday morning, students lined up
outside and waited to get into Ellis Middle
School for a day of MCA testing.

Butitwasn’t all bad asfellow student Al-
ex Arizpe provided entertainment in the
form of hisaccordion. He performed a pair
of traditional songs and for the first time
sang along with one of the songs.

It was just his fourth public perfor-
mance, but Arizpe enjoyed every moment

of it.

“I like the music,” Arizpe said. “T’'ve al-

Arizpe comes from a family with plenty
of music and he got his first taste of the
accordion with help from his uncle.

“He showed me a song and I started prac-
ticing twice a day and for family,” Arizpe

said.

waysliked the musicfrom whenIwas young-

er. Ilove playing with [the accordion].”

However, Arizpe didn’t just show up one
day and start playing for students. It all
started from a conversation with eighth
grade algebra teacher Brandon Drescher.

“We were in advisory and he had an ac-
cordion box,” Dreschersaid. “He started ex-
plaining how they play, airflow ... we spent
20 minutes talking about the accordion.”

See MUSIC, Page 11A

“Ilike the music. I've always liked the
music from when I was younger.”

Alex Arizpe

MN schools to stay open despite growing COVID-19 spread among students

Data showing spread
particularly noticeable
in middle and high
school students

By Elizabeth Shockman
MPR News/90.1 FM

Data released on Thursday
shows that COVID-19 caserates
are going up statewide — and
they’re affecting younger Min-
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nesotans, especially middle and
high school students. In fact,
the number of school-related
COVID-19 cases reported this
week in Minnesota students
hasnow exceeded a peak during
asurge of cases in November.
“Thelastmonth-plus hasbeen
very worrisome — especially
among younger Minnesotans,”
said state Health Commissioner
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Jan Malcolm in anews release.
Still, Minnesota officials are
not planning to issue sweeping
recommendations or orders for
schools to switch students to
distancelearning. Instead, they
arerampingup testing opportu-
nities in an attempt to make it
easierforstudentsto get weekly
or biweekly COVID-19 tests.
“Increasing vaccination and

increasing testing can help us
protect the ability of schools to
stay in person, protect the abil-
ity of sports to continue and
make possible those very im-
portant ceremonies and mark-
ers of the end of a school year,”
Malcolm said during a news
conference Thursday.

See SPREAD, Page 11A

summerset

THEATRE

Summerset
Theatre

changes shows
for Season 53

Shows to be performed
at HHH, Riverland, and
ArtWorks Festival

Austin Daily Herald
newsroom@austindailyherald.com

Due to ongoing concerns sur-
rounding the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Summerset Theatre has post-
poned its planned performance
of “Mary Poppins” and “We Will
Rock You” until the summer of
2022 or beyond, according to a
press release from Summerset
Theatre Co-Director Randal For-
ster. Both shows were scheduled to
be performed last year; however,
were postponed as the pandemic
spread.

However, Forster said Sum-
merset will produce four small-
er shows during its 53rd Season
this summer “in order to pro-
vide its staff, cast members, and
audiences amuch safer environ-
ment.”

Two shows, “Motherhood the
Musical” and “Rated P for Parent-
hood,” will be performed on alter-
nating dates from June 20-27 at
the Hormel Historic Home Peace
Garden.

“Motherhood the Musical,”
directed by Carrie Braaten
Moore, tells the story of four
women - Amy, a soon-to-be first-
time mom, Brooke, a hard-work-
ing lawyer, Barb, a stressed-out
mother of five, and Tina, a single
mom seeking to balance work,
her family and her divorce - who
share their insights, challenges
and pleasures at a baby shower.
Show times are 2 p.m. on June 20
and 7 p.m. on June 21, 23, 25 and
27.

“Rated P for Parenthood,” direct-
ed by John Deyo, chronicles every
stage of modern-day parenting,
from conception to college, with
giant doses of heart and humor.
Showtimes are 7 p.m. on June 20,
22,24 and 26 and 2 p.m. on JUne 27.

Tickets for both shows are $10.
Dueto COVID-19restrictions, seat-
ing will be limited to 100 guests
and ticket holders will be required
to bring their own chairs.

See SUMMERSET,
Page 10A
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You, O LORD, keep my lamp
burning; my God turns my dark-

ness into light.

~ Psalm 18:28 ~
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