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Sitting down on the
porch and having a cup of
coffee with his wife, Ashley,
while watching their four
children, Matthew, Anasta-
sia, Vincent and Michael,
joyfully jump around the
yard like little calves play-
ing in the pasture is one of
many joys of being a farmer
to Michael Jacobs of Bow-
lus. To simply know God is
with them, no matter what
comes their way, he said.

“When you are born to
be a farmer, God puts it in
you and you’ll do anything
in order to make it happen,”
Michael said.

On their 150-acre family
farm, he and Ashley raise
black and red Angus, in-
cluding some Hereford/An-
gus cross. They have a herd
of about 100 cows and as a
result, about 100 calves are
born each year in February
or March. With a heart for
keeping farming traditional
in the sense of how their an-
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The Jacobs family raises black and red Angus on their farm in Bowlus. Pictured are front,
(from left): Vincent, Anastasia and Matthew Jacobs. Back row: Michael holding their son,

Michael, and Ashley.

As the family eats their
own beef, Michael said there
is nothing like it. The meat
can also be turned into a
variety of products, such as
beef jerky, steaks, ground
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The healthiest meat you can
eat is grass fed,” Michael
said.

It’s important to Mi-
chael and Ashley that their
animals are not fed with any
feed, such as soy or corn,
that has been genetically
modified (GMO). The cattle
are only given minerals, vi-
tamins and garlic salt.

Michael said the garlic
works as a natural deworm-
er and helps keep the cattle
healthy. It’s also beneficial
to the soil as the manure the
cattle leaves behind keeps
the ground nutritious and
healthy.

The family raises the
cattle to finish and then
markets the meat directly to
the consumer. The custom-
ers then let the Jacobs know
whether they would like to
purchase a quarter, half or a
whole animal and then they
bring it to the local butcher
shop to be processed.

Gesse

the consumers know exactly
where their animal came
from as well as how it was

raised. By keeping it local,
they also help other busi-
nesses in the community.

“It’s good for them, it’s
good for us and it’s good
for small communities,” Mi-
chael said.

As being a good steward
of the land is important to
the family, the cattle are ro-
tationally grazed and moved
weekly to a new parcel.
The cattle are used to being
handled by Michael and are
easily moved. They simply
listen to his voice when he
calls them and follow where
he leads them.

Besides raising cattle, the
family also raises six pigs
for consumption. The pigs
are free ranged and besides

eating what’s on the ground,
such as grass and clover, the
Jacobs feed them some fer-
mented slop from time to
time, as well as minerals.

The Jacobs grow their
own garden and focus on
eating mostly vegetables,
meat and homemade dairy
products, such as cheese,
cream and butter. They also
avoid consuming sugar and
processed foods.

Michael said the love
for farming began when he
was a child. Growing up on
a farm, it was simply in his
blood as his dad, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather
had farmed.

The initial family farm

( Continued on Page 4F)
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The Jacobs family's cattle are strictly grass fed and only given minerals to ensure a healthy
meat product, free of genetically modified organisms.

| wins re-election

to MN Turkey Council

Minnesota turkey grow-
ers from across the state
voted to re-elect Lynette
Gessell of Little Falls to the
Minnesota Turkey Research
and Promotion Council
(MTRPC). Gessell will
serve a term of three years
representing Minnesota tur-
key growers.

“Lynette’s problem-
solving skills have been in-
strumental to the organiza-
tion as we have navigated
the pandemic this last year.
We are grateful to have her
talent and can-do attitude
helping to guide the Coun-
cil,” said Executive Director
Sarah Anderson.

Gessell and her husband,
John, have been involved
in the turkey industry for
39 years. They raise light
hens in Morrison County,
and she previously blogged
for the Minnesota Turkey
Growers Association.

To Gessell, it is important
that agriculture is viewed
favorably by the general
public and that established
farmers and the community
work to support and mentor
young, first-time farmers.
In addition, she’d like to see
that the workforce is trained
for the skills needed in the
farming community.

The Gessells have three
children
and  two
grandchil-
dren. She
enjoys the ||
great out- |}
doors, high
school F
sports and |ynette Gessell
activities,
gardening, music, cooking,
reading, entertaining, so-
cializing and spending time
with friends and family.

MTRPC is the oldest
check-off based commodity
organization in Minnesota,
celebrating 56 years. Grow-
ers voluntarily support the
programming of MTRPC
through dues paid via the
check-off. Since 1965, the
MTRPC has worked dili-
gently to encourage con-
sumers to eat more turkey
year-round, sponsor innova-
tive turkey research and ed-
ucate a variety of audiences
about the benefits of turkey.

To learn more about
MTRPC visit www.minne
sotaturkey.com.
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DNR stresses urgency

in addressi

ng chronic

wasting disease in

Minnesota

Courtesy of the Department
of Natural Resources

The Minnesota Board
of Animal Health (BAH)
recently announced that 12
additional white-tailed deer
tested positive for chronic
wasting disease (CWD) as
part of its ongoing investi-
gation of a farm in Beltrami
County. The DNR believes
the situation at the Beltrami
County deer farm signifi-
cantly changes the risk as-
sessment and concern about
CWD in Minnesota.

Following the discovery
of the initial positive case in
the Beltrami County herd,
deer remains from that farm
were discovered on adjacent
county-managed land, el-
evating the risk to wild deer.
The DNR and University
of Minnesota researchers
immediately surveyed the
land for additional remains
and confirmed the presence
of CWD-causing prions in
at least one bone.

Based on the findings in
Beltrami County, last week
BAH quarantined five ad-
ditional farmed deer herds
because of possible CWD
exposure. These additional
herds are located in the fol-
lowing Minnesota counties:
Hennepin, Kanabec, Mille
Lacs, Morrison and Mower.

The DNR is fully com-
mitted to limiting the spread
of CWD in wild deer and to
the health of Minnesota’s
wild deer herd.

The DNR believes this
situation is urgent and that
it requires a comprehensive
approach in order to pro-
tect the health of Minne-
sota’s wild deer. Minnesota
must take a strong, proac-
tive stance to achieve three
goals:

o Address the site of the
deer remains in Beltrami
County;

* Reduce additional
risk from Beltrami County
through herd quarantine
and thorough trace-outs to
other herds; and

* Move to a more pro-
active and preventative ap-
proach to addressing sys-
temic gaps in the farmed
deer system.

* Recognizing the signifi-
cance of this development,
DNR is coordinating with
partners at the federal, state
and local level to ensure
an assertive and nimble re-
sponse. This includes work-
ing with:

* Beltrami County to co-
ordinate containment of the
contaminated site on coun-
ty-managed land where the
deer remains were discov-
ered;

* Center for Prion Re-
search and Outreach at the
University of Minnesota to
test the deer remains at the
site and nearby soil samples
for presence of CWD pri-
ons;

* BAH on its manage-
ment of the nearby CWD
contaminated deer farm and
trace-outs to other farms;

* U. S. Department of
Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection
Service on prion-contami-
nated site remediation; and

e Leech Lake, Red Lake
and White Earth bands of
Ojibwe on information ex-
change and plans for sam-
pling hunter-harvested deer
and data collection this fall.

For more information
and updates on CWD man-
agement at the DNR, visit
www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/
index.html.
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If you ate today, Thank a Farmer.

If you got your food from the store,

Thank a Trucker.

If you ate in peace, Thank a Veteran.
God Bless Our HEROES!
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