


chose to attend 
in-person school every 
other day in a hybrid 
model, said Catherine 
Gillach, assistant 
superintendent of 
secondary education 
for Grand Forks Public 
Schools. This semester, 
that figure has dropped 
to 300, or about 14%.

A December report by 
the Herald noted that 
even with the return to 
the hybrid model, some 
educators in the district 
were concerned that 
some students were at 
risk of falling behind.

Now, it appears those 
concerns may be coming 
to fruition.

According to Grand 
Forks Public Schools data 
obtained by the Herald, 
the number of “A” 
grades students received 
has remained steady, 
decreasing from 43% of 
the total letter grades 
given to students in fall 
2019 to 42% in fall 2020. 
However, the number 
of “B” and “C” grades 
dropped slightly. The 
number of “D” grades 
generally stayed steady, 
but the number of “F” 
grades given in the 
district increased.

For instance, in grades 
6-12:
• In fall 2020, the 

percentage of “B” grades 
was 21%; in 2019, it was 
26%.
• In fall 2020, the 

percentage of “C” grades 
was 15%; in 2019, it was 
17%.
• In fall 2020, the 

percentage of “D” grades 
was 9%; in 2019, it was 
8%.
• In fall 2020, the 

percentage of “F” grades 
was 12%; in 2019, it was 
5%.

The increase in the 
number of failing grades 
during the pandemic was 
more stark in the higher 
grade levels.

In fall 2020, 12.9% of 
freshmen grades were 
“Fs,” compared to 7.7% 
in fall 2019. Among 
sophomores, 13.1% of 
grades were “Fs,” up 
from 7.8% in fall 2019. 
In the junior class, 11.2% 
of grades were “Fs,” up 
from 4% last fall.

And in the senior class, 
5.1% of grades given 
were an “F,” up from 
1.8% from last fall.

Roughly 26% of 
the failing grades in 
grades 9-12 were given 
to students who had 
opted into the full-
time distance learning 
model. Nearly 40% 
of “Fs” given in the 
freshmen class last 
semester were given 
to students doing full-
time distance learning. 
For sophomores, that 
number was 28%, for 
juniors 25% and for 
seniors 13%.

At a recent Grand 
Forks School Board 
meeting, Superintendent 
Terry Brenner reiterated 
to board members what 
the numbers show: 
students are struggling, 
and learning gaps are 
increasing.

“We anticipated and 
we have seen that there 
are more students 
struggling this year 
than a typical year,” 
Gillach said. “We’re not 
necessarily surprised 
by that. We know that 
students connected to 
teachers every day gives 
them the most enriched 
and supportive learning 
environment on a daily 
basis.”

Return to full-time 
in-person learning

As COVID-19 numbers 
have dropped in recent 
weeks, the Grand Forks 
School Board decided 
this week to bring high 
school students back 
to full-time in-person 
learning, with some 
safety precautions, 
starting March 8. 
Brenner told the board 
he’s confident that can 
be accomplished safely, 
and all but two of the 

School Board members 
voted to move the plan 
forward.

Chris Douthit, who 
voted in favor of 
returning high school 
students to full-time 
in-person learning, 
is worried that some 
damage has already 
been done. Douthit, a 
longtime teacher and 
school administrator, 
has repeatedly expressed 
concern about the 
number of students 
who are losing ground 
academically, as well as 
emotionally and socially, 
during the pandemic.

He also is concerned 
about the consequences.

“If a student fails 
two courses in their 
freshman year, it really 
sets them on a horrible 
track,” he said. “Success 
becomes more and more 
limited.”

There are a lot of 
resources available to 
students and many 
teachers, counselors and 
others who “are doing 
the heavy lifting,” he 
emphasized, but his 
concerns are based on 
conversations with or 
emails from parents 
whose high schoolers are 
“absolutely struggling” 
in the hybrid learning 
model.

“There are students 
who want to just give 
up,” he said. “They’re 
exhausted. On the off 
days, they’re probably 
sleeping. ... How many 
students maybe have 
said, ‘That’s it, I just 
can’t do this’?”

North Dakota high 
school students need 
24 credits to graduate 
– or six hours in each 
of four years, he said. 
If a student earns four 
credits instead of six in 
freshman year, “well, 
now you’ve got to earn 
20 more over the next 
three years – so you’re 
going to have one year 
of six (credits) and two 
years of seven (credits). 
And, I’ll tell you, no 
senior wants to be taking 
seven hours in a school 
day.”

Students in grades 
9-12 who have failed 
certain classes have 
been given the option 
of delaying the start of 
second semester and 
continuing to work to 
earn those credits. Or, 
they may choose to start 
the second semester and 
resume work to earn 
those credits later this 
year.

Students also have 
the option of pursuing 
“various summer school 
paths to recover credits,” 
Gillach said.

Teachers and 
counselors have worked 
on individualized 
learning plans and 
have been flexible with 
students this year. This 
week, 75 failing grades 
were changed to passing, 
allowing those students 
to receive credit.

Path forward
Gillach and other 

educators expected the 
academic losses they’re 
seeing this school year, 
based on experience 
gained from the swift 
shift to distance learning 
last March. That was 
“the big impetus” for 
opening the Mentor 
Center, a place for Grand 
Forks Public Schools 
students to receive 
tutoring help, counseling 
and socialization, last 
month on the UND 
campus, she said.

“Hopefully, kids who 
struggled in semester 
one will take advantage 
of services at the 
Mentor Center and not 
compound the learning 
gaps,” Gillach said.

“We’ve been planning 
for that, and how to help 
counteract that sort of 
lapse, since summer,” 
she said. “We know 
we’re going to have to 
offer extended school 
year opportunities – i.e., 
summer school – at 
greater levels than before 
… and we’re talking 
about a mashup, if you 
will, enhancing our 
credit recovery programs 
using both some of 

our online technology, 
combined with additional 
face-to-face courses.”

Alicia Dela Cruz, a 
junior at Red River 
High and also a student 
representative on the 
Grand Forks School 
Board, said that mostly, 
students just want 
to get back into their 
classrooms. From what 
she’s heard from her 
classmates, they’re 
struggling to retain 
information on their 
“off” days. She said 
many students have 
found that under the 
hybrid model, it often 
takes more work to 
stay engaged in their 
classwork.

And, Dela Cruz said, 
they miss their bonds 
with their teachers.

“They’re seeing a lot 
of emotion, stress going 
on,” she said. “The 
upperclassmen want to 
enjoy their ‘lasts,’ and 
the underclassmen their 
‘firsts.’”
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We encourage everyone who plans to attend an Open House to follow guidelines established by the Center for Disease Control (CDC). 
Practice social distancing, remove your shoes or wear protective coverings, wash your hands or use an alcohol-based sanitizer. 
We recommend that you bring a mask and/or gloves as they will not be provided. 10 people will be allowed in a home at a time. 

We thank you for your help in preventing the spread of Covid-19 during this time.
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OPEN HOUSESOPEN HOUSES

426 5TH AVE SE, EGF - 1:00-2:30 - HOSTED BY KYM
2934 COLUMBINE CT, GF - 1:00-2:30 - HOSTED BY LAURIE

1402 57TH AVE S, GF - 1:00-2:30 - HOSTED BY CAM
1120 17TH AVE SE, EGF - 1:00-2:30 - HOSTED BY J. VORACHEK 

1402 57TH AVE S, GF - 3:00-4:30 - HOSTED BY CHARLENE

SUNDAY

1211 RHINEHART DR SE, EGF
$799,900  

Laurie 701-739-1014

5 3 2

2121 8TH ST SE, EGF
$499,900 

Laurie 701-739-1014

4 4 3

622 6TH AVE S, GF
$189,000

Sarita 701-330-2024

3 2 1

504 5TH ST S, GF
$240,000

Sarita 701-330-2024

4 3 1

408 DOHENY ST S, NRTHWD
$74,900

Jodi 701-330-0423

3 1 1

1428 CRYSTAL CIR SE, EGF
$435,000 

Peggy 701-740-5833

4 3 3

503 STATE ST, OSLO
$100,000

Paula 701-739-2770

1 1 2

630 N 6TH ST, GF
$135,000

Geri 701-610-6218

2 UNITS

513 13TH AVE S, GF
$129,900

Sarita 701-330-2024

3 2

1110 WALNUT ST, GF  
$139,900 

J Vorachek 701-739-5580

2 1

4732 RIVER OAKS CIR, GF
$997,000

Sarita 701-330-2024

5 7 3

516 OAK ST, GF
$111,900

Sarita 701-330-2024

2  1  1

220 N RAYMOND ST, NRTWD
$149,900

Jodi 701-330-0423

3 2 2

1024 A ST, CRKSTN 
$109,900

Kym 701-330-6416

3 2 0

102 6TH AVE W, OSLO
$124,000

Kerry 701-317-3999

3 1 1

323 W 3RD ST, LRMR
$59,900

Paula 701-739-2770

4 2 1

512 STATE ST, OSLO
$180,000

Jenny 218-791-1942

3 2 2

709 N MAIN ST, CROOKSTON
$49,000

Eric L 1-218-289-0256

3 2 3

10 4TH ST NE, EGF
$174,900

Jon 218-779-6100

3 1.25 2

2820 19TH AVE S, GF
$3,800/mo

Kerry 701-317-3999

2,876 SQ.FT. OFFICE

3015 44TH AVE S, GF 
$409,900

Laurie 701-739-1014

5 3 3

834 13TH ST SE, EGF
$374,900

Christin 701-739-2026

5 2 3

1204 9TH AVE S, GF
$214,900

Eric M 218-230-0158

4 PLX 2         1 EA. UNIT

646/648 2ND AVE S, GF
$169,500

Laurie 701-739-1014

1704 WILLOW DR, GF
$204,900

Christin 701-739-2026

3 2 1

815 DUKE DR #313, GF
$92,500

Julie K 701-740-5045

2 2 1

3683 S 34TH ST, GF
$255,000

Laurie 701-739-1014

3 2 2

3036 43RD AVE S, GF
$449,900

Laurie 701-739-1014

5 3.5 3

1604 PARK DR SE, GF
$179,900

Paula 701-739-2770

2 2 2

5501 EDWARD CIR, GF
$649,900

J Vorachek 701-739-5580

5 4 3

2934 COLUMBINE CT, GF
$259,000

Laurie 701-739-1014

3 3 2

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:00-2:30

1315 UNIVERSITY AVE, GF
$140,000 

Tamara 701-740-3559

3 2 2

NEW

LISTING!

PRICE

REDUCED

2-PLEX 3 1 EACH UNIT

1202 17TH AVE SE, EGF
$309,900

Laurie 701-739-1014

4 3 2

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:00-2:30

426 5TH AVE SE, EGF
$164,900

Kym 701-330-6416

4 1 2

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:00-2:30

1402 57TH AVE S, GF
$499,900

Laurie 701-739-1014

3 2 2

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:00-2:30
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 3:00-4:30
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