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Mayoral primary
Winston and Jacobson win
Brooklyn Park’s mayoral
primary election, advancing
to the special election.
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Neu recognized

Champlin Park senior and
gymnastics state record
holder Chaney Neu wins
the Athena Award.
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Nightly
protests
follow

Wright

shooting

Tensions

flare between
protesters and
law enforcement,
city and sheriff

By KEVIN MILLER

kevin.miller@apgecm.com

The April 11 killing of
Daunte Wright set off
nightly protests in front of
the Brooklyn Center Police
Department, some ending
quietly, others culminating
in dozens of arrests and
the use of tear gas and rub-
ber bullets against demon-
strators.

Wright, unarmed, was
fatally shot by Brooklyn
Center Police Officer Kim
Potter during a traffic stop.

The tactics used by a
coalition of law enforce-
ment agencies during the
ensuing protests led to a
rift between the Hennepin
County Sheriff’s Office
and Mayor Mike Elliott,
who publicly questioned
the tactics.

As angry crowds gath-
ered on the street in front
of the police station, per-
sonnel on the scene in-
cluded Hennepin County
Sherift’s deputies, the Min-

See Protest, page 8

Protesters stand outside the Brooklyn Center Police Department the evening of April 15.

BC officer charged in death of Wright

Kim Potter was a 26-year veteran

By KEVIN MILLER

kevin.miller@apgecm.com

Former Brooklyn Cen-
ter police officer Kim Pot-
ter was charged with sec-
ond-degree manslaughter
by the Washington Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office and
was arrested April 14
for the fatal shooting of
Daunte Wright.

Potter’s arrest came
after she and former Po-
lice Chief Tim Gannon
resigned from the Brook-
lyn Center Police Depart-
ment April 13 after the
BCA identified Potter as
the officer who fatally
shot 20-year-old Daunte
Wright during an April
11 traffic stop in Brook-

lyn Center.
Gannon said he be-
lieved that Potter, a

26-year member of the
Brooklyn Center Police
Department, had acci-
dentally shot Wright af-
ter mistaking her service
pistol for a Taser.

“Certain  occupations
carry an immense respon-
sibility and none more
so than a sworn police
officer,” said Imran Ali,
Washington County as-
sistant criminal division
chief and director of the
major crimes unit.

“With that responsibil-
ity comes a great deal of
discretion and account-
ability. We will vigor-

ously prosecute this case
and intend to prove that
Officer Potter abrogated
her responsibility to pro-
tect the public when she
used her firearm rather
than her Taser. Her ac-
tion caused the unlawful
killing of Mr. Wright and
she must be held account-
able.”

Charges
describe events

Potter, a 48-year-old
Champlin resident, “cre-
ated an unreasonable risk
and consciously took a
chance of causing death
or great bodily harm
to Daunte Demetrious
Wright,” the criminal
complaint reads.

According to the com-
plaint, at approximately

1:53 p.m., Brooklyn Cen-
ter police officers Anthony
Luckey and Potter, Luck-
ey’s field training officer,
conducted a traffic stop on
Wright, who was driving a
white Buick, at the inter-
section of 63rd Avenue
North and Orchard Lane.

Both  officers  were
equipped with body cam-
eras. The charges were
based on available body
camera footage.

Luckey conducted a
records check on Wright,
which revealed he had a
warrant for his arrest for a
gross misdemeanor weap-
ons charge.

Luckey and Potter ap-
proached the driver’s side
of the vehicle and asked
Wright to exit and place
his hands behind his back.

(SUN POST STAFF PHOTO BY ANDREW WIG)

Kim Potter was booked in the
Hennepin County Jail April 14.

Wright complied, exit-
ing the car and following
commands. Luckey told
Wright that he was being
arrested for his outstand-
ing warrant. Both officers

See Charges, Page 13
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Charges

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were positioned outside
of the driver’s side door,
which remained open
during the incident. Pot-
ter was behind and to the
right side of Luckey.

Wright began to pull
way from the officers and
reentered the driver’s seat
of the vehicle while Luck-
ey attempted to main-
tain physical control of
Wright.

Potter said she would
use her Taser on Wright,
and unholstered her
Glock 9mm service pistol,
pointing it at Wright.

After yelling “Taser,
Taser, Taser,” Potter fired
one round into Wright’s
left side.

Wright yelled “Ah, he
shot me,” before driving a
short distance and crash-
ing into another vehicle.

After firing, Potter said
“Shit, I just shot him.”

The complaint notes
that Potter carried her

Brianna Turner

handgun on the right side
of her belt and her Taser
on the left side, requiring
that she use her left hand
to draw the Taser from her
holster.

Wright was pronounced
dead at the scene. The
Hennepin County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office
ruled Wright’s death a
homicide.

Second-degree  man-
slaughter is a felony of-
fense with a maximum
sentence of 10 years in
prison and a $20,000 fine.

Response

A legal team led by at-
torney Ben Crump is rep-
resenting Wright’s family.
Crump is also represent-
ing the family of George
Floyd, who was Kkilled
during a police encounter
in Minneapolis last May.

“While we appreciate
that the district attorney
is pursuing justice for
Daunte, no conviction
can give the Wright fam-
ily their loved one back,”
the legal team said in a
statement.

“This was no accident.
This was an intentional,
deliberate and unlaw-
ful use of force. Driving
while black continues to
result in a death sentence.
A 26-year veteran of the
force knows the difference
between a Taser and a fire-
arm. Kim Potter executed
Daunte for what amounts
to no more than a minor
traffic infraction and a
misdemeanor warrant.”

In a press conference,
Acting Brooklyn Center
City Manager Reggie Ed-
wards said that following
Potter’s resignation, she is
still entitled to the benefits
she accrued, but that the
city will not be paying for
her legal defense bills.

“Because former officer
Potter is no longer an em-
ployee of the city, the city
does not have an official
position on that issue,”
Edwards said.

Mayor Mike Elliott
concurred. “I have no fur-
ther comments on officer
Potter’s current employ-
ment status with the city,”
he said.

Before Potter and Gan-
non resigned, the Brook-
lyn Center City Council
fired City Manager Curt
Boganey, and the City
Council  recommended
that Gannon and Potter
to be fired.

Tony Gruenig, com-
mander of the depart-
ment’s patrol division,
was appointed acting
chief following Gannon’s
resignation.

Elliott, who holds ul-
timate control over the
Police Department on an
emergency basis, lobbied
for State Attorney Gen-
eral Keith Ellison’s Office
to consider the case rath-
er than the Washington
County Attorney’s office.

At a press conference
in front of the Brook-
lyn Center Police De-
partment, Nekima Levy
Armstrong, a civil rights
attorney, founder of the
Racial Justice Network
and former president of
the Minneapolis Chapter
of the NAACP, said Pot-
ter ought to face more
severe charges such as
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second-degree murder.

“As a civil rights at-
torney I have significant
concerns about the low-
level charges that are be-
ing brought against Kim-
berly Potter in this case,”
she said.

“Kimberly Potter was
a 26-year-veteran of the
Brooklyn Center Police
Department as well as a
field training officer, which
means that she should
have known the difference
between a Taser and her
firearm. She acted with
a reckless disregard for
the life of Daunte Wright
and she needs to held ac-
countable under the law. I
would argue that prosecu-
tors could even charge her
with third-degree murder
or second-degree mur-
der.”

Armstrong said the case
should be sent to Ellison’s
office or to a special pros-
ecutor.

Jaylani Hussein, execu-
tive director of the Min-
nesota Chapter of the
Council on American-
Islamic Relations, said

that these types of cases
should not be considered
by county prosecutors.

“This is a travesty, a
tragedy on top of another
tragedy. Killing Daunte
Wright, meeting protest-
ers with violence, and now
bringing charges that do
not meet what we believe
to be adequate,” he said.

“The charges should
be appropriate, and the
charges that are brought
forth against this officer is
absolutely, unfortunately
what we have been talk-
ing about. In this country,
there is a white system, a
system for white people
and a system for Black
people, and that should
not be the case.”

Hussein and Armstrong
questioned why former
Minneapolis Police Offi-
cer Mohamed Noor faced
murder charges in the
shooting death of Justine
Damond but Potter is not
facing murder charges in
this case.

“What she did was mur-
der. We demand murder
charges,” Hussein said.
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This is a special time of year for
you and your graduate. You
should be proud of your child’s
accomplishments and the hard
work you and they have invested
for the last 13 years.
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Under Classification, scroll to pick either
Graduation 1 Photo or Graduation
2 Photos. Enter your details, see a
preview and pay for your ad online.

Celebrate their achievement by
placing an ad on the special
graduation pages put out
yearly by the Sun Post. This is
a highly read keepsake edition.
Your message could be one of
love, humor or congratulations,
perhaps choosing a favorite
childhood or early vyears
school photo.

Make your submission by noon on
Thursday, May 27 for inclusion in the
June 3rd Brooklyn Center, Champlin
Park & Hopkins Grad Section or
by noon on Thursday, June 3 for
the June 10th Park Center, Osseo,
Cooper & Armstrong Grad Section.

Some ads may need to run in black
and white if color s not available.

Victoria Jones
Champlin Park High School

We are so proud of everything you have
accomplished already! We can’t wait to see how far
you’ll go. Follow your dreams. Follow your hearjt.
Keep bringing humor to each day. Anything 1s
possible if you believe.

Love you Vicki!

Dad and Mom, Phil and Ashley
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