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Video raises
concerns about
turtle welfare

By Elizabeth Vierkant
evierkant@perhamfocus.
com

The turtle races have
been part of Perham’s
summers for 40 years.
Every Wednesday, June

through August, people
from all over gather in
Turtle Race Park, next to
the Perham Area Cham-
ber at 185 E Main St.,
to race turtles. However,
the ethics and sustain-
ability of the races have
recently come into ques-
tion.

Snake Discovery, an
organization that pres-
ents educational rep-
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Turtle races: Famlly fun or harmful?

tile programs and has a
YouTube channel with
2.36 million subscribers,
recently called into ques-
tion the ethics and sus-
tainability of Perham’s
turtle races. The group
recently made a video
on this topic that has
had more than 350,000
views.

TURTLE: Page 7

=77 One of the
winning
turtles from
Perham’s first
turtle races of
2021 crawls
across the
finish line on
Wednesday,
June 2.
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Relay For Life

By Elizabeth Vierkant
evierkant@perhamfocus.
com

. oaring Higher,
Meeting
Challenges,

Bringing Hope,” the
theme of 2021’s East
Otter Tail Relay For
Life is a simple phrase
that describes the event
in its entirety. On the
evening of Friday, July
9, into the morning
of Saturday, July 10,
East Otter Tail County
residents gathered at
the Perham High School
track to support family
members and friends
who are fighting cancer
and to help raise money
for cancer prevention
and research.

Public events began
with activities at
5:30 p.m. At 7 p.m.,
opening ceremonies
began. Anthony Bass, a
former player with the
Minnesota Vikings and
the executive director of
the Minnesota American
Cancer Society,
addressed the crowd of
residents gathered on
the bleachers.

Bass said he was
incredibly excited to

Relay For Life’s honorary co-chairs, Lola Bachmann (left) and Courtney Frohling (right) lead the Survivor’s

Lap.

come to Perham for

this Relay For Life,

and, as he said in his
speech, it lived up to his
expectations. He believes

RELAY
FOR LIFE

American
Cancer

¥ Sociaty

for 2021

“Relay For Life

Survivors - Celebrating Life!

Perham has a really
generous community
and the East Otter
Tail Relay shows what
life is about, seeing a

community thriving and
willing to give back and
help people.

Following Bass’
speech came the

releasing of the

doves. To the tune of
inspirational music,
several kids opened up
baskets, allowing doves

to fly into the sky in
memory of those lost to
cancer.

Afterward, led by
honorary co-chairs
of the event, Lola
Bachmann and Courtney
Frohling, cancer
survivors walked around
the track as community
members clapped and
cheered for them.

At around 9:15 p.m.,
luminaries made
supporting those
struggling with cancer
and celebrating lives lost
to it displayed around
the relay’s track were
lit to the tune of piano
music by Leona Rogers.

Activities at the relay
were to carry on until
6 a.m. Saturday. Lisa
Peterson, the chair of
this event, encouraged
everyone to come at
some point throughout
the night if they’re able
to.

“I hope (Relay For
Life) has meaning for
(attendees) and it’s
something they want
to be part of,” Peterson
said. “Our (hope) is
people will take the time
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Perham rescinds COVID-19

local state of emergency

News Staff

gency,

it was stated that

OTTER TAIL COUNTY COMMISSION

Kirkbride, broadband,
Nelson Lake may get

In March 2020, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the city
of Perham declared a local
state of emergency. Over a
year later, Perham held a city
council meeting on the eve-
ning of Monday, July 13. At
this meeting, the local state
of emergency was rescinded.

The Minnesota Legisla-
ture passed a bill to end
the peacetime emergency
on July 1. Because of this,
executive orders, business
restrictions and “stay safe”
requirements have ended.

In the declaration to
rescind the state of emer-

Perham understands COVID-
19 is still a public health
crisis that should be taken
seriously and will make any
accommodations to contin-
ue with activities in a safe
manner.

As of Tuesday, July 13,
the CDC has reported that
38.1% of Otter Tail County
residents are fully vaccinat-
ed, and about 41.9% have
received at least one dose.
The level of community
transmission has been rated
as low.

By Karen Tolkkinen
ktolkkinen@echopress.
com

Several major Otter
Tail County projects are
facing the prospect of
getting federal funds,
including the Kirk-
bride building in Fer-
gus Falls, broadband
expansion and fixing
the flooding problem
from Nelson Lake near
Parkers Prairie.

federal funding

trator Nick Leonard
told Otter Tail County
Commissioners at their
Tuesday, July 13, meet-
ing that Sens. Amy
Klobuchar and Tina
Smith had chosen them
from among the many
projects submitted by
the county.

He warned commis-
sioners he didn’t want
them to get too excited
about the prospect.

“It’s still a long-

Echo Press file photo
Otter Tail County has added gravel to build up
County Road 6, but water from Nelson Lake still
washes across, as shown in this April 7 photo.

million for Nelson
that Lake, which has risen
51gn1flcant1y, flooding
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shot,” he said.
The projects

have advanced toward

funding include $2.7
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EOT County Fair
returns next

EVERY DAY.
Thursday, July 22
n Open yoEJr phone
Bl | e News Staff
QUOTE FOR THE WEEK f 5 | (iscodeany The East Otter Tail County Fair is

each day to access
that day's print
replica.

back for 2021. Starting on Thursday,
July 22, the fair will carry on through
Sunday, July 25.

Presale tickets, which can be pur-
chased until Thursday, July 22 at
noon, are $20 for 10 tickets. Arm-
bands are $18. In Perham, presale
tickets are available at Bremer Bank,
Cenex Oasis, Central Market, East
Otter Tail County Fair Office, Central
Minnesota Credit Union, Main Street

“The short-cut to popularity is to
lend everyone your ears, instead of
giving them your tongue.”

— Frank Bettger

Perham Focus File Photo
The East Otter Tail County Fair in
Perham.

Armbands will be $20.

Prior to the public events starting
Thursday, those participating in the
fair can attend the following:

Tuesday, July 20

Serving Perham and the
surrounding lakes area

Office: 300 West Main St.,
Suite C, Perham, MN 56573

Express, Perham Chamber Office, » 3-8 p.m. - Open class entry
Nzllfygz '!g!(l)::)s Service Food, Silver Moon and West- (Main exhibit building)
editor@perhamfocus.com Available even on days your Sl(]i)e S.erVICQS. : : . > .1_6 p-m. - 4_H Non-livestock
print paper is not delivered! urlng—the—falr prices are seven ]udglng
Year 138 Issue 28 tickets for $20, one ticket for $3 and
Copyright 2021 a family pack of 20 tickets for $50. FAIR: Page 6
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nearby roads and drive-
ways at times, and which
lacks a natural outlet. It
has been forwarded to
the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee. It also
includes $26 million to
extend broadband in the
county, which will be
considered by the Senate
Agriculture Committee,
and $39 million for the
Kirkbride, a former state
hospital for the mentally
ill, which could be includ-

ed in the U.S. Department
of the Interior budget.
The committees will
put together a report of
which projects will get
funded, and the county
will learn more in Sep-
tember, Leonard said.
Those who original-
ly advocated for drain-
ing Nelson Lake have
now withdrawn their
requests, but that
doesn’t mean that noth-
ing will be done. The
county highway depart-
ment appears to be tak-
ing the lead, said board
chairman Lee Rogness.

Perham to Pelican

Rapids trail
Commissioners
will use their emi-

nent domain powers to
acquire rights-of-way
for the construction of
the McDonald and West
Segments of the Perham
to Pelican Rapids trail.
The trail is designed
for foot and bicycle
traffic, and is intend-
ed to provide safe trav-
el between Perham and
Pelican Rapids, and
the county said it has
acquired all necessary
rights of way and ease-

ments except for 36

tracts.

In other action:

» Commissioners are
considering setting up a
Local Housing Trust Fund
that would help people
who make moderate, low
or very low incomes with
housing.

It could help with a
variety of needs, such as
helping with down pay-
ments, rent, homeown-
ership counseling, or
developing, rehabilitating
and financing housing.

Otter Tail County’s
Housing and Rede-

velopment  Authority
Board started the fund
with $165,000 and say
that anybody can con-
tribute, including local
governments, private
donors, grants, loans and
employers.

At its next meeting, the
commission will vote on
an ordinance that would
allow the trust fund to
operate in Otter Tail
County.

» Travelers who want
to avoid road construc-
tion on county roads can
now subscribe to a map
that shows which roads
are under construction.

The map is at ottertail-
countymn.us/project/
county-road-conditions.

» A private develop-
er looking to build 36
twin homes and 10 rental
units on 10 acres east of
Fergus Falls is seeking a
tax abatement. Current
taxes on the property
are $8,500, and once the
project is complete would
generate $170,000 for the
county, said Communi-
ty Development Director
Amy Baldwin. A hearing
on whether to grant the
abatement to the Prairie
View Development is set
for Tuesday, Aug. 10.

TURTLE
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Emily Roberts of Snake
Discovery made sever-
al points throughout her
video, leading her to the
conclusion that Perham’s
turtle races need to either
be changed or eliminat-
ed. She sat down for a
phone call with the Per-
ham Focus to discuss her
opinions and the facts
that helped build them.

The information Rob-
erts, who is from the
Twin Cities area, present-
ed in her video came from
when she visited Perham
in 2016, making some of
the information either
outdated or inaccurate.
The Perham Focus went
over the following with
Roberts:

Turtle diets

» The video’s claim:
The turtles are primarily
fed turtle pellets.

» How things look
in 2021: The turtles are
also fed minnows, leafy
greens and insects.

» Did this change
Roberts’ stance: No.
While she’s glad to hear
they have a more bal-
anced diet, vegetation
from their original habi-
tats is still quite different
from romaine lettuce.

Number of turtles

» The video’s claim:
The city collects hun-
dreds of turtles each year
from the wild.

» How things look
in 2021: The city starts
out with about 35 turtles
and, through donations,
ends up with about 50.
They’ll release some if
there are too many.

» Did this change
Roberts’ stance: No. An
article from the Society
for Conservation Biolo-
gy notes that only about
40% of relocated wild
turtles survive. Especial-
ly with stress as a fac-
tor, many turtles are still
dying.

How turtles are

released
» The video’s claim:

Classﬁ

The turtles are released
into a single body of water
once the races are over.

> How things look
in 2021: The turtles are
released in several differ-
ent locations at the end of
the summer.

» Did this change
Roberts’ stance: No. The
stress of relocation is still
something that causes
turtle death. In fact, tur-
tles are less likely to sur-
vive when released in a
smaller group, the Society
for Conservation Biology
says.

When Roberts was vis-
iting Perham in 2016, the
person who was looking
after the turtles told her
only about half of the tur-
tles survive through the
summer. “I don’t know
why someone would
overexaggerate how many
turtles die,” Roberts said.

The city of Perham
and the Chamber of
Commerce were advised
not to comment on the
matter. However, Sandy
Palubicki, the person who
currently looks after Per-
ham’s turtles, was inter-
viewed by the Focus ear-
lier in 2021. She said the
turtles live on her farm
during the summer in a
large cage that’s half in
the sun and half in the
shade. It has tall grass,
a pool and sprinklers to
keep them cool.

“(Taking care of them)
is pretty easy,” she said.
“They don’t talk back;
they just kind of hang
out.” Palubicki men-
tioned how happy every-
one, especially kids, were
to have the turtle races
back in Perham for 2021
after the COVID-19 pan-
demic. People also shop
in town after the races,
increasing business in the
city.

Minnesota Herpeto-
logical Society’s conser-
vation committee chair,
Christopher Smith, also
shared his thoughts on
the turtle races. He said
turtle populations face
many threats, and any
increase to mortality will
impact the population.

“Reptiles have well-es-
tablished home terri-
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tories,” he said. “When
people catch and move
turtles outside of their
home territories and
release them outside of
home territories, this
increases the level of tur-
tle mortality.”

Smith continued, say-
ing that turtles brought
together from differ-
ent environments might
infect one another
with diseases, increas-
ing the risk of mortal-
ity even more. Then, if
these infected turtles
are released back into
the wild, they’ll contin-
ue to spread that disease
among other wild turtles,
impacting the turtle pop-
ulation all throughout the
area.

Roberts compared this
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. She said that the
way we watched that
virus spread so quickly
across the population of
humans could also hap-
pen to turtles.

“Turtles are some of
the most imperative ver-
tebrates on the planet,
and while we’re fortu-
nate to have an abun-
dance of turtles in Min-
nesota, there would be
reason for concern if
(turtle races and deaths)
continue on this trajec-
tory,” Smith said. “We
might not have turtles
for future generations.”

As previously men-
tioned, it’s estimat-
ed that about 40% of
relocated turtles sur-
vive. Another factor for
turtle deaths is stress.
Roberts said that, with
relocation, the heat
from the races and the
way they’re scared with
buckets during the races
can cause the turtles a
significant amount of
stress.

Though turtle races are
a popular summer tradi-
tion in Perham, they can
be found all over Minne-
sota outside of the city.
Nisswa is another Min-
nesota town that holds
turtle races throughout
the summer, and Detroit
Lakes hosts them as a
part of the Northwest
Water Carnival.

‘ As good as
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Minnesota law

While the Minneso-
ta Department of Natu-
ral Resources didn’t have
any statistics on the envi-
ronmental impact of the
races, they referred to one
of Minnesota’s laws: “A
person can’t take, pos-
sess, buy, transport tur-
tles for sale, sell turtles or
take turtles for sale using
commercial equipment
without a turtle seller’s
license except if they
take, posses, rent or sell
up to 25 turtles greater
than four inches in length
for the purpose of provid-
ing turtles for nonprofit
turtle races if they are a
resident under 18 years
old.”

“We know a lot more
now about turtle con-
servation, and the rules
that allow turtle races are
grossly outdated and hav-
en’t kept up with what we
know about turtle welfare
now,” Smith said.

Roberts agrees that this
law is outdated. In 2016,
she noticed that adults
were selling turtles at a
garage sale in their kids’
names.

“It’s a loophole that’s
being taken advantage
of,” Roberts said. “It’s
just going to be abused.”

Local reaction

On Facebook, the Per-
ham Focus called Perham
residents to comment on
Roberts’ video. Sever-
al came forward to voice
their various stances.

“I do believe the Per-
ham area turtle races
are done very well. The
staff take great care of
the turtles, all summer
long,” Kris Nicole com-
mented, saying children
will also pick up and
drop wild turtles outside
of the races. “Sure, we
don’t want anyone or any
animal to get hurt, but
accidents can happen. I
am confident the staff at
the turtle race is able to
handle and monitor the
turtles’ well-being.”

Trudy Swanson believes
the races are a great way
to gather different gen-
erations for a memorable
experience. She said the

ds

video contains misinfor-
mation and thanked the
Chamber of Commerce,
community and children
who help make Perham a

nice place.
“The words, ‘It’s just
a turtle,” keep repeat-

ing in (my) head,” com-
mented Linda Mickelson.
“It is a living thing that
needs to be handled with
care . . . fed properly and
not dropped or tossed, as
seen in the video. If there
are ways to make the tur-
tle races more humane,
I think those changes
should be made.”

Gary Doll said the tur-
tle races are one of the
best tourist attractions
around. He would always
have a busy day with his
business during the races
before he retired. Paul
Haarstick, on the other
hand, thinks the races
could be done more sus-
tainably. He thinks wild
things should be left in
the wild.

Some suggestions

Roberts offered a few
changes Perham could
implement in order to
make the races more sus-
tainable:

» Instead of captur-
ing wild painted turtles,
use domestic red-eared
sliders. There is an abun-
dance of them that are
released to reptile res-
cues.

> Instead of collecting
wild turtles from many
different places, maybe
rent them from a sin-
gular domestic source,
such as a reptile rescue
or a herpetological soci-
ety, in order to prevent
the spread of disease and
relocation death.

» If the turtles are not
all being rented from a
single place, maybe keep
them in individual homes.

However, neither Rob-
erts nor Smith could
think of ways to continue
the turtle races in a way
that wasn’t cruel or scary
for the turtles. The turtles
are scared to move with
buckets banging, which
both Roberts and Smith
are against.

Roberts had people in

jobs ’,
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homes

her video’s comments
suggest waving a piece of
lettuce toward the turtles,
but she said this isn’t
something that would
entice a turtle to move.

Smith, in offering an
alternative, brought up
the tradition of coun-
try snake roundups that
were culturally signifi-
cant and popular in some
Southern states. Many of
these areas have started
using captive snakes and
changed the event into an
educational opportunity.

“Is racing turtles need-
ed, or would just a cool
educational event be just
as attractive?” Smith
asked.

Roberts enthusiastical-
ly agreed with Smith’s
proposed change. She said
that, if Perham wanted
to continue including a
racing aspect, they could
hold kid-friendly derby
car races where they
compete on a track.

She also suggested
allowing kids to deco-
rate their cars to keep
up with the turtle theme.
Then, there could be a
booth where people meet
domestic turtles and
learn about the species.

“As a society, we need
to think long and hard
about what our values

e,” Smith said. “I have
no doubt that (Perham)
folks appreciate turtles,
otherwise these (races)
wouldn’t have come to
be, but given what we
know today, there are
better ways to appreci-
ate and learn about turtle
populations.”

Roberts agreed that the
people of Perham obvi-
ously have an apprecia-
tion and love for the tur-
tles.

“The races are quite
contradictory to (Per-
ham’s) love for tur-
tles,” she said. “They’re
running away from the
buckets because they’re
scared. Whoever scares
their turtle most is the
winner. Is this behavior
really a good way to show
your love for turtles? It’s
a question to ponder.”
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HELP WANTED - GENERAL

CAREGIVERS
Beyond HomeCare

Perham
Full & Part Time Positions
Working in a family based atmos-
phere that provides care to those
with mental and physical ailments.
For more information
call 701-371-7151 or
email: dbush@arvig.net

—PRAIRIE
L.akes

Municipal Solid Waste Authority

The Perham Resource Recovery Facility, a waste-to-energy facility located in
Perham, MN currently has an opening for a full time MRF Sort Line Operator.
Essential duties include operating equipment on a sort line, including conveyors,
trommel, magnetic separators, eddy current separators, disc screens, air classifiers,
etc., manual sorting and spot checking of waste, filling and removal of product
containers, monitoring equip ment and communicating with facility operators.
Salary range for the position is $15.30/hr with advancement up to $22.93/hr
depending on qualifications. Includes a competitive benefit package.

This position has a schedule of Monday-Friday from 7:00 am to 3:30 pm.

A pre-employment physical, drug and alcohol screening, and a criminal background
check are required after preliminary job offer and prior to employment.

For a full job description and application visit
ottertailcountymn.us/prairielakes/

Applications should be submitted to the Perham Resource Recovery Facility located
at 201 6th Ave. NE, Perham, Minnesota 56573.

Applications must be received by Friday, July 23rd at 4:00 p.m.

Now accepting applications for a
Sort Line Operator

Applications due
Friday, July 23rd

jobsHGI\Y" www.jobshg.com

HELP WANTED - HELP WANTED -
PUBLIC NOTICE HELP WANTED - GENERAL HELP WANTED - GENERAL HELP WANTED - GENERAL I RE L s

CABINETS PLUS ~ D

Full-Time Kitchen & Bath Designer Neede

Primary responsibilities: Sales and design of cabinets, countertops &
custom closets; Use 2020 software to assist with designing kitchens,
baths, etc.; Meet with customers, scope projects & finalize jobs; Utilize
Microsoft Office and other software to assist with creating estimates,
contracts, invoices and other documents needed; Answer phones & assist
walk in customers; Order cabinets, countertops, closet systems & other
products as needed:; Verify shipments of products received for accuracy;
Provide excellent customer service; Seeking candidate who
has: Cabinet design experience; 2020 software experience; Excellent
sales and customer service skills; Passion and eye for design.

We offer Competitive wage - base plus commission/bonus.
Benefits include Paid Time Off & Holiday Pay. Mon. through Fri., 8-5.

Email resume & cover letter to: cherman@arvig.net or mail to:
Cabinets Plus, Attn: Catie, 1632 Dan Street, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

HELP WANTED -
SKILLED & TRADES

HELP WANTED -
SKILLED & TRADES

Full time position Monday through Friday with an occasional Saturday.
Experience is preferred but not necessary. Wages: $20-§25/hr. DOE.
Drivers license preferred. Benefits: health ins., paid time off & holiday pay.

Apply in person 1401 East 1st St. (Hwy. 34 E,) Park Rapids or
email: andrew@charlieshoats.com or call (218) 732-3451

Seeking Mechanic
to Join Our
Growing Team!




