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Full Service Gas  |  Tires
Repair  |  Wrecker Service

218.583.4114
After Hours: 218.640.6641

506 Inman Street, Henning, MN 56551 

24 HR PAY AT THE PUMP

Pete’s Amoco

218.385.3562
94 Miller St, New York Mills, MN

218.346.3562
155 2nd Ave SW, Perham, MN

Serving Otter Tail & Wadena Counties

www.centennial-realty.com
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Paulson Land Company

Realtor

Call your local realor in Henning at

Personalized treatment with a small town care backed 
with the support of a team of realtors with expertise in 
residential, commercial, land, agriculture.

www.paulsonlandco.com
218.639.1229  |  218.864.5203

CLAY HOUSELOG
KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL AREA, MEMBER OF 2 MLS LISTING SERVICES
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The Difference is in the Details

Todd Volden
Henning MN •(218) 583-2942

Lic. # BC492959

• NEW  
CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELINGTNT REPAIR

See us for your Heavy Truck & Equipment Repairs    

300 Industrial Drive
Henning, MN 56551

218-583-4545

IN-STORE 
TIRE SALES

INC.
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“Hey...that’s blurry...
Dr. Tonner is 

in town 
on Thursday,

I’d better call.”

218-583-4673
603 Douglas Ave, Henning, MN • Open: Thursdays 8am-4pm
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For local, professional, friendly service

call Brian Frederick, Owner/Operator
Service • Remodeling • New Construction

218-770-0768218-769-4564
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Country Living Adult
Foster Care Home
• 24 hr staff supervision
• Service provided based on needs

(218) 583-4453
(218) 640-2689 cell
Karlene and Mark Doll - owners
email: countryliving4you@hotmail.com
2 miles east of Henning • 51697 240th St., Henning

Openings
Available
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218.548.7501Where there is love, there is life.

Devoted to providing you or 
   your loved one a clean, safe, 
      friendly and caring home.

CARING HANDS
A D U L T  F O S T E R  C A R E  H O M E

6 0 4  D O U G L A S  A V E .
H E N N I N G ,  M N  5 6 5 5 1

 • 24 Hour Staff Supervision
  • Service Provided 
     Based on Needs

the school district received 
$5.1 million in revenues last 
year, or 9.6 percent more 
than it had in its budget, 
while spending nearly $4.9 
million, or 5.4 percent less 
than the district had in its 

budget. The end result was 
a general fund increase of  
just over $250,000 in 2020. 
 While the news was wel-
comed to the school dis-
trict, Evanson cautioned 
the school board about rum-

blings from the state of  Min-
nesota that could decrease 
the amount of  money each 
school district receives dur-
ing the school year. Current-
ly school districts receive 
about 90 percent of  its state 
aid during the school year, 
while 10 percent is paid the 
following year as a receiv-
able. 
 With the state facing a 
projected budget shortfall, 
Evanson said there is a con-
cern the state could hold 
more of  the money back 
from each school district 
to try and balance its own 
budget. If  that happens the 
school district could receive 
just 80 percent of  its funding 
during the current school 
year and would need to tap 
into short term loans or its 
reserve fund to pay for need-
ed expenses.
 “There are talks funding 
levels may not be decreased, 
but it could be a cash fl ow 
tool for the state to withhold 
some of  those payments 
they have typically gave you 
up front or during the fi s-
cal year,” he said of  the dis-
trict’s reserves. 
 Currently, the district 
has about 33.8 percent of  
expenses in its unassigned 
fund balance, which is 
slightly higher than the 
district’s overall goal 
of  having 25 percent of  
expenses in reserves. That 

money could come in handy 
if  the state withholds some 
of  its funding in the future. 
 Another reason for the 
increase in the general fund 
was due to money the dis-
trict saved when students 
were taught distantly last 
spring due to COVID-19, as 
well as federal money like 
CARES Act funds it received 
in the fi scal year 2020, but 
had not been spent yet. That 
CARES Act money has like-
ly been spent and will show 
up in next years audit. 
 The average daily 
attendance also grew 
slightly last year to 378 
students in grades K-12, 
but was down from just two 
years ago when the district 
had an average ADM of  385 
students in 2018. 
 Overall, Evanson com-
mended the district and the 
school board for the past 
year and said even if  the 
state withholds some state 
aid funding. The district’s 
careful budgeting over the 
past few years will put Hen-
ning in a better position 
than a number of  school dis-
tricts across the state. 
 In addition to the audit, 
the Henning School Board 
fi nalized a plan to hire a new 
school superintendent. The 
plan will seek applications 
beginning as soon as the 
fi rst of  the year, while 
applications will be received 

through the fi rst part of  
February. The goal was to 
select fi nalists on Feb. 8 and 
conduct interviews shortly 
thereafter. 
 “I think it is pretty 
aggressive, but I think it is 
easily done,” said Olson.
 Olson said the timeline 
will allow the district to hire 
a superintendent earlier in 
the year, while also giving 
it time to reject all of  the 
applicants and start over if  
a suitable candidate cannot 
be located the fi rst time 
around.

Back to school plans
 Henning students will be 
back in school as soon as 
Jan. 4, according to a plan 
laid out by Olson last week. 
The announcement was 
made earlier in December, 
which informed district 
families that beginning Jan. 
4 all students in grades prek-
9 will be in person every day 
and students in grades 10-12 
will be in a hybrid model.
 The goal was to bring 
all students back into the 
school building in January, 
but that is subject to change 
due to changes with COV-
ID-19.
 “Our plan is to go K-9 in 
person starting January 
4 and our hope is we try to 
get everyone back in on the 
19th. Now there is a lot of  
things going on, but that is 

our hope.”
 Olson said the COVID-19 
numbers continue to de-
crease for the Henning area 
and now the district is at-
tempting to build a return 
to school plan that follows 
an increasingly strict set of  
guidelines set forth by Gov-
ernor Tim Walz. The guide-
lines are taking away some 
of  the local control over 
what a school district can do 
throughout the day to safely 
educate students.
 The plans are changing 
everyday, but now include 
requiring students to wear 
facemasks during phy ed 
class and even restricts how 
a district can have students 
eat during lunch.

In other news
 • Approved the 2021 tax 
levy at Henning School. The 
tax levy will go down 8.64 
percent next year. 
 • Approved changing the 
dates for the January and 
February meetings due to 
federal holidays. The Janu-
ary meeting will be held fol-
lowing the reorganization 
meeting on Jan. 11 and the 
February meeting will be 
held on Feb. 8.
 • Approved the resignation 
of  assistant speech coach 
Aleicia Claassen. 

801 Inman Street  |  Henning, MN
218.548.2447 “We’re taking new patients!”

HENNING SCHOOL AUDIT REPORT continued from 1

hours. They were assisted 
by the Henning Ambulance, 
Ottertail Fire Department 
and the Deer Creek Fire De-
partment, many of  whom 
showed extra compassion 
and care for the tragic fi re 
that happened the day before 
Christmas. 
 No one was hurt and 
there’s still no word on the 
cause of  the fi re. Investiga-
tors say it doesn’t appear to 
be suspicious.
 “We are defi nitely thank-
ful for all of  (their support). 
It was great to see the fi re-
fi ghters weren’t just there to 
do their job they genuinely 
cared. They stopped by and 
said we are sorry (about the 
fi re),” said Brittany. “It’s a 
small community in a small 
area so everyone knows ev-
erybody so some of  the fi re-
fi ghters are friends.”
 While the family still 
struggles with the thought 
of  having to rebuild their 

livelihood on the farm, Brit-
tany said one of  the most dif-
fi cult parts of  the experience 
was having to tell their six 
employees they would be out 
of  work during the holidays.
 “That’s been one of  the 
hardest things is the friend-
ships you have with your 
employees and everyone,” 
said Brittany.
 She said the family is plan-
ning to rebuild the barn and 
farm, but how it may look 
has yet-to-be-determined.
 “We have to (rebuild), it’s 
our life. We built this farm 
from the ground up, it’s not 
something we took over. We 
built everything,” she said. 
 Several options for help-
ing the family during this 
tragic time are available. 
A donation can be made 
to their Venmo account at 
Cornerstone-Farm or by vis-
iting their website at www.
cornerstonefarmmn.com.

CHRISTMAS EVE FIRE IN 
HENNING continued from 1

Contributed photo
The barn that once housed Cornerstone Farm’s goat milk operation was destroyed by a Christmas Eve fi re. 

218.548.5480

NOW OFFERING ONLINE 
APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING

302 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, HENNING, MN

Owners, Jeff & Holly Weller, 

GENERAL TO MAJOR REPAIR

> Auto Start & Accessory Installations
> Diagnostics & Electrical
> Full Tire & Alignment Services
> In-House Locksmithing Services
> Service & Repair 
  All Makes & Models including Diesels

Make an appointment today!

FROM ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS AT AUTOFIX!

ASE CERTIFIED

COMPLETE AUTO 
REPAIR CENTER

HAPPY
NEW 
YEAR
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