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FARGO — Local pub-

lic health officials are 
sounding alarms about 
vaping among youth in 
the metro area, a prob-
lem that has only wors-
ened during the COVID-
19 pandemic, they said.

Melissa Markegard, 
tobacco prevention 
coordinator at Fargo 
Cass Public Health, 
said the behavior once 
seen primarily in high 
schools spread to mid-
dle schools. Now, it’s 
happening in elemen-
tary schools, too.

“It just has this trick-
le down effect,” she 
said.

New data from the 
latest Minnesota Youth 
Tobacco Survey found 
among high school stu-
dents in the state who 
vape, more than 33% do 
it every day.

Jason McCoy, tobacco 
prevention coordinator 
at Clay County Public 
Health, said that’s dou-
ble the 2017 number.

It’s even worse in Clay 
County, he said, where 
some school districts 
have daily use vaping 
rates among 11th grad-
ers as high as 43%.

“This is going to be 
an overwhelming wave 
that’s coming our way,” 
McCoy said.

Those in tobacco pre-
vention paint a picture 
of nicotine addiction 
happening earlier than 
ever; kids as young as 
third grade who use 
the innocuous looking, 
easy to conceal devices 
to inhale a concentrated 
form of nicotine mixed 
with enticing flavors.

Derek Johnson, 
school resource officer 
at Fargo Davies High 
School, said in one case, 
parents provided the 
vaping device to their 
child, not realizing it 
was a problem.

With students back in 
school full time rather 
than distance learning, 
he said, they’re “con-
stantly” being caught 
vaping, and more girls 
than boys.

“For every one boy, 
we’ll probably catch 
five females,” Johnson 
said.

Few kids are inter-
ested in the traditional 
way of smoking — it’s 
all about vaping.

In his four years as 
SRO at Davies, Johnson 
said he’s confiscated 
only one pack of ciga-
rettes.

New ‘disposables’ 
most popular

The Juul pod reusable 
system was the first 
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Josh and Audrey Caughey 
were engaged to be married 
when they learned he had a 

rare, cancerous brain tumor.
Still, they forged ahead with 

their wedding and spent their 
honeymoon 
at the Mayo 
Clinic instead of 
some vacation 
hotspot.

They forged 
ahead when 
Josh had two 
brain surgeries 
and multiple 
rounds of 
chemotherapy 
and radiation.

“We went 
through things that couples 
don’t necessarily go through 
until they’re ten, 15, 20 years 
into marriage … and we 
did that our first summer,” 
Audrey Caughey said.

They forged ahead to have 
a family and welcomed now 
two-year-old son Otto into the 
world. They also got a dog.

Josh, 39, and Audrey, 31, 
have managed to squeeze a 
lot of life into a short amount 
of time — because they don’t 
know how much time they 
have left together.

Josh’s tumor, held at bay 
for more than three years, is 

growing exponentially. He’s 
lost some memory and mental 
function due to the cancer and 
treatments.

He had to quit his job in 
January, and Audrey, a teacher 
in Perham and their only 
source of income, is trying to 
keep everything afloat.

It’s not the first health 
challenge for Josh, who lost 
a leg in a farm accident as a 
teenager.

A GoFundMe account has 
been set up to see that Audrey 
can be at home with him.

They want to make as many 
memories as possible.

“Even though it’s horrible,” 
she said, pausing to reflect on 
the cancer fight, “it’s made us 
really focus on each other and 
our marriage, and living well 
together.”

Special to The Forum
These are some of the most popular nicotine vape 
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after he went through an infusion treatment to treat his brain tumor.
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FARGO — Smash-and-
grab thefts from vehi-
cles recently reported in 
Fargo and West Fargo 
are similar to crimes 
that plagued the area in 
the past, as well as to 
cases reported elsewhere 
around the nation.

Law enforcement 
agencies sometimes 
refer to such crimes as 
the work of the “Fel-
ony Lane Gang,” but a 
spokeswoman for the 
Fargo Police Department 
says that phrase is often-

times more a description 
of a certain type of crime 
than it is a reference to a 
specific group.

“Please keep in mind, 
the word ‘gang’ refers to 
a group of people con-
ducting these crimes and 
isn’t synonymous to a 
gang like the Gangster 
Disciples,” said Jessica 
Schindeldecker, public 
information officer for 
the Fargo Police Depart-
ment.

The style of crime 
in question typically 

‘Felony Lane Gang’ 
tie unclear in Fargo 
smash-and-grab thefts

Making as many 
memories as possible

‘Overwhelming 
wave’ of vaping 
hits schools
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