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BEAVERS STUN BADGERS
By Austin Monteith

Bridgeport, Conn. 

Bemidji State is one win away 
from the Frozen Four.

The fourth-seeded Beavers 
stormed out to a 2-0 first-period 
lead and knocked off top-seeded 
Wisconsin in a 6-3 victory in the 
NCAA men’s hockey East Regional 

semifinals Friday afternoon at 
Bridgeport, Conn.

Ethan Somoza bucketed two goals 
and an assist in the first-round 
upset in a tenacious performance by 
BSU (16-9-3). 

“Our word all week was attack,” 
BSU head coach Tom Serratore 
said. “That’s how we play. We’re a 
puck-pressure team and we wanted 
to make sure that we played our 
game.”

The Badgers (20-10-1) fell behind 
early and trailed 2-0 at the first 
intermission. Bemidji State outshot 
UW 16-7 in the opening frame and 

were in control out of the gate, 
keeping Wisconsin’s high-powered 
scorers in check.

“I don’t know. Maybe they 
weren’t prepared for it, but we 
stuck to what we’ve been doing the 
whole year,” Somoza said. “Our 
focus is being really aggressive 
on the forecheck and causing 
turnovers, keeping things really 
simple in the defensive zone.”

BSU took the lead on a fortuitous 
bounce off a Badger defender.

The bouncing puck arrived at 
the stick of Ross Armour who 
backhanded it for the opening goal 

6:33 into the contest. 
A turnover gave the Beavers a 

boost heading into the intermission.
Elias Rosén scored an unassisted 

tally from the point with 15 seconds 
to go in the period.

“We kept the momentum going 
there,” Rosén said. “Taking a 2-0 
lead coming into the second period 
is always huge.”

A pair of penalties on the Sillinger 
brothers, Lukas and Owen, gave UW 
1:46 on a 5-on-3 opportunity early 
in the second.

BSU knocks off Wisconsin in 
6-3 win, advances to NCAA 
regional final
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Cass Lake-Bena rally denied, Gators  
go wild as 55-47 Section 8A champions

By Micah Friez

THIEF RIVER FALLS — 
The final buzzer signaled 
what Cass Lake-Be-
na boys basketball head 
coach John Wind already 
knew: “We ran out of 
time.”

The Panthers near-
ly overcame a 16-point 
deficit in the final 12 
minutes on Thursday, 
sneaking out of Ralph 
Engelstad Arena in Thief 
River Falls with the Sec-
tion 8A championship. 
Instead, the comeback 
ran out of steam and 
underdog Badger/Green-

bush-Middle River cele-
brated a dramatic 55-48 
win for its first title since 
2007.

“We had a game plan 
and we didn’t execute 
it. And then we ran out 
of time, basically,” Wind 
said. “We came out flat 
and played flat most of 
the game. It goes back 
to us not executing our 
game plan. We didn’t 
execute our offenses, and 
our defense just wasn’t 
there. They’re a decent 
team, a good team. They 
played harder.”

The Gators, seeded No. 
2 in the West subsec-
tion, came in and seized 

control over the East’s 
top seed in CLB. And so 
they dictated the start, 
the stretch and the final 
celebration. In turn, they 
denied Cass Lake-Bena 
its ninth section cham-
pionship and first since 
2018.

“We know what we 
have to do. Because 
we’ve done it,” Wind 
said. “We’ve played 
games where we’ve (fol-
lowed) the game plan, 
worked our offense and 
we play good defense. 
We’ve done it, tonight it 
just wasn’t there.”

BOYS BASKETBALL WRESTLING

Bemidji’s Barrick Nelson 
falls in state quarterfinals

com
ST. MICHAEL — Bar-

rick Nelson’s run at a 
state title came to an 
end Thursday.

The Bemidji High 
School sophomore was 
eliminated from the 
Class 3A Individual State 
Wrestling Tournament, 
falling in the quarterfi-
nals at St. Michael-Al-
bertville High School.

Competing at 182 
pounds, Nelson was 
the lone Lumberjack to 

advance out of last Sat-
urday’s state prelims 
and qualify for the final 
eight in his weight class. 
The sophomore earned 
All-State honors by vir-
tue of his top-eight fin-
ish.

In the state quarterfi-
nals, Nelson faced Little 
Falls senior Gabe Nagel, 
who entered the day at 
33-0 and ranked No. 2 
in the state. Nagel won 
by pin in 50 seconds. 

Shifting to the con-
solation bracket, Nelson 
attempted a comeback 

on Wayzata freshman 
Dominic Heim, ranked 
No. 10 in the state with 
a 33-6 record. Heim
held on for a narrow
9-8 decision that ended 
Nelson’s tournament.

Nagel went on to lose 
3-2 in the champion-
ship to Waconia’s top-
ranked sophomore Max
McEnelly for the state
title.

Finishing the year
with a 24-8 record, 
Nelson is set to return 
for his junior season in 
2021-22.
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