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Texas, Minnesota animal shelters partner to rescue pets

By Theresa Bourke
Staff Writer

ens of thousands of
Tpeople lost power,

heat and water
when Winter Storm Uri
ravaged the southern
United States in mid-
February.

Dozens more died in
the weather conditions,
which caused mass
chaos in states like
Texas and Louisiana
that are unfamiliar with
harsh winters.

But the people of

those states weren’t
the only storm victims.
The cold temperatures
and abundance of ice
wreaked havoc on the
areas’ pets as well.
And in a large state
like Texas, where stray
animals are already a
massive issue, the crisis
grew exponentially
worse.

Two local sisters
are doing their best to
help, though, as are
Minnesota shelters.

Twins Tama Lundquist

and Tena Lundquist
Faust, originally

from Deerwood, are
co-presidents of
Houston PetSet, a
nonprofit aiming to end
animal homelessness
and provide stray
animals with better
lives.

Tena moved to
Houston in 1997 after
meeting her husband,
and Tama followed in
2004 after living abroad
for a time. Both sisters
were involved with

INCE 1881

Submitted photos

Marge Lundquist (left) and her twin daughters Tama Lundquist
and Tena Lundquist Faust pose with puppies getting ready to
be transported from Houston to shelters elsewhere. Tama and
Tena, originally from Deerwood, are co-presidents of Houston
PetSet and work with shelters in Minnesota and other states to
rehome stray animals.

animal welfare work
for a while when they
joined the PetSet Board
of Directors in 2007.
When asked to take on
a co-president position
on the board in 2012,
they thought that was
something they’d do
for maybe a year. Fast
forward to 2021, and
sisters are still in their
post, doing their best
to help the stray animal
crisis in Houston.
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Tama Lundquist and Tena Lundquist Faust, twin
sisters originally from Deerwood, hold two puppies
that will be transported from Houston to shelters

elsewhere.

A welcoming
place for all

CLC initiative shines a
light on racial concerns

By Theresa Bourke
Staff Writer

Cash Robinson wants
everyone to feel wel-
come in the Brainerd
lakes community, espe-
cially college students.

Robinson works at
Central Lakes College
as an equity inclusion
retention coach, mean-
ing he works primarily
with student athletes to
help them get acclimat-

ed to the Brainerd lakes
community and make
sure they have all the
resources they need.
Many of the CLC ath-
letes he works with are
students of color.

The Raider Roost
initiative, where local
businesses and organi-
zations promote inclu-
sivity for all students,
was born out of con-
versations with those

Submitted graphic

About a dozen local businesses have identified
themselves as Raider Roost locations, noting their
dedication to making college students -- especially
athletes at Central Lakes College -- feel welcome in

the community.

athletes about how
they feel at times when
going out into the com-
munity.

“Like, for instance,

being in a store and
feeling like vyou’re
being followed around
the store, even though
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Minnesota to expand vaccinations

COVID-19 shots
for all might start
later next month

By Dana Ferguson
Forum News Service

ST. PAUL — Anoth-
er 1.8 million Minneso-
tans are set to become
eligible for a COVID-19
vaccination, the state
announced Tuesday,

March 9, with front-line
workers and those with
preexisting conditions
set to be next in line for
a shot.

Gov. Tim Walz on
Tuesday morning said
the state had reached a
goal of vaccinating 70%
of adults 65 and older
and that milestone kick-
started the next two
rounds of vaccinations.
With more doses expect-

ed to come into the state
in coming weeks, the
governor said Minnesota
would expand eligibility
to additional age groups
and people working in
certain professions, as
well as to those with
more significant health
risks.

The new groups join
health care workers,
seniors, school workers
and child care providers

in their eligibility for a
vaccine. Those popula-
tions will continue to be
vaccinated as the new
tiers come forward for
access, Walz said. And
those with the highest
risk of developing severe
complications if they
contract COVID-19 will
be prioritized for the
vaccinations.
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Broadband
at heart of
connectivity

BLAEDC hosts virtual annual
meeting, keynote address

By Renee Richardson
Managing Editor
Access to the internet
may never have been
more need-

ed, tested
or discussed
than this
past year.
It’s not a
new issue

for rural

Bloomfield  America, but

2020 moved it to a critical
mass.

And it’s all summed up
in one keyword — broad-
band.

The importance of con-
nectivity in all areas of
life was part of the annual
meeting for the Brain-
erd Lakes Area Economic
Development Corp. The
session typically brings
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2/3rds of Crow Wing’s
65+ residents get vax

By Chelsey Perkins
Community Editor

More than two-thirds
of Crow Wing County’s
65 and older population
is at least partly vacci-
nated against COVID-19
as of Tuesday, March 9,
while the state moves
to expand eligibility to

the next two priority
groups.

According to data col-
lected by the Minnesota
Department of Health,
67.6% of Crow Wing’s
residents age 65 and
older received at least
one dose of vaccine,

CROW WING: Page A16

brainerddispatch.news/

Get help at

epaperhelp

INSIDE TODAY VOL 141-055 DEATHSA5 OPINIONA6 CLASSIFIED A12 COMICS A8 SPORTS B1 DEAR ABBY A7

Unlock digital at brainerddispatch.com /activate

AUTENTITION] [RIORMEEBUNTERS

For 24 Hour Recorded Information & Addresses Simply Dial 1-800-374-9212 & Enter the 4 digit code.

STAPLES AITKIN MILLE LACS LAKE STAPLES
$209,900 $164,900 $299,900 $284,900

" Exr.3046 | exissee B exr.eazs §exr2226

7153 Forthun Rd | Suite 120
Baxter, MN 56425

Voted Brainerd Lakes Area #1 Realtor

Chad Schwendeman
Broker/Owner
218-831-HOME (4663)
www.Homes1234.com



"A16 \ REGION+LOCAL \ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10,2021 | BRAINERD DISPATCH

»»» BRAINERDDISPATCH.COM

COVID-19 DATA
AS OF MARCH 9

» Aitkin — 1,193, with 33
deaths; as of Wednesday,
Feb. 17, 4,276 residents have
received at least one vaccine
dose, representing 27% of the
county’s population.

» Cass — 2,233, with 24 deaths;
6,536 residents with at least one
dose, 22.3%.

» Crow Wing — 5,242, with 82
deaths; 14,102 residents with at
least one dose, 22%.

» Mille Lacs — 2,311, with 47
deaths; 5,097 residents with at
least one dose, 19.7%.

» Morrison — 3,315, with 51
deaths; 6,412 residents with at
least one dose, 19.4%.

» Todd — 2,504, with 30
deaths; 4,007 residents with at
least one dose, 16.4%.

» Wadena — 1,322, with 20
deaths; 2,820 residents with at
least one dose, 20.7%.

NOTE: These numbers are cumulative

since March 21, 2020, and many are out
of isolation.

CROW WING

From Page A1

also representing two-thirds
of the 14,102 vaccine recip-
ients thus far in the coun-
ty. The number of vaccinated
seniors in Crow Wing County
exceeds the statewide fig-
ure of 67.1% — just short of
Gov. Tim Walz’s 70% goal,
although reported data is
typically two days behind.
Among surrounding coun-
ties, Aitkin, Mille Lacs, Mor-
rison and Wadena counties
each reported more than 60%
of their senior populations
are partly or fully vaccinated.
Cass sits at 59%, while Todd
County lags behind at 53%.
In terms of population as a
whole, Aitkin County contin-
ues to lead the way regionally
at 27% with at least one dose,
while Todd again falls to the
back of the pack at 16.4%.
Crow Wing County sat at 22%
of its population Tuesday.
During Tuesday’s Crow
Wing County Board meet-
ing, County Administrator
Tim Houle noted this fig-

ure is somewhat mislead-
ing because it will not be
possible to obtain 100% for
some time, if ever. This is
because a significant portion
of the county’s population is
younger than 16 years old —
about 15%. None of the vac-
cines available are approved
for this age group, and just
one of the three in distribu-
tion in the United States is
approved for those under 18
years old.

Houle said “snowbirds” —
or those who relocate to usu-
ally warmer locales during
the winter months — return-
ing to the community might
have been vaccinated in other
states, which he said might
also throw off the county’s
numbers.

“Vaccine supply seems to
be rising, and that’s a good
thing for our community,”
Houle said. “This past week
for the first time, we held a
clinic for those over 65 and
we had open slots that were
not filled. And so I think it’s
a good indication of where
we’re at in that vaccination
process.”

Houle said with vaccine

supplies increasing, coun-
ty public health and other
vaccinators are considering
what may need to be in place
to take a mass vaccination
approach.

“I'wanted to assure you that
everybody’s thinking about
that as vaccine supply gets
to be more plentiful,” Houle
said. “We’re doing our best
to move through the popula-
tion, given the guidance that
we’ve received and the order
in which we’re receiving it
with whatever supply of the
vaccine we’re being given.”

Peggy Stebbins, spokes-
woman for Cuyuna Regional
Medical Center in Crosby, said
they were thrilled to hear the
governor’s announcement
expanding vaccine access to
the next two population tiers,
including those with under-
lying medical conditions and
essential frontline workers in
a number of specified cate-
gories.

“We are hopeful that next
week brings large shipments
of vaccine,” Stebbins wrote
in an email Tuesday. “ ... Our
plan is to start vaccinating
the next groups, as well as

vaccinating those in the first
groups that have not yet been
vaccinated.”

Behind the numbers

A data correction Tuesday
in the state health depart-
ment’s figures showed 140
newly reported deaths due to
COVID-19. This data, howev-
er, was almost entirely back-
dated, with four private labs
previously failing to report
positive test results to the
state, according to David H.
Montgomery of Minnesota
Public Radio News. This also
led to a misleading number of
new cases reported Tuesday.

Among the 138 deaths pre-
viously not recorded were
four in Morrison County: a
75- to 79-year-old; 80- to
84-year-old; 85- to 89-year
old and a 95- to 99-year-old.

New cases contin-
ue to emerge in the region,
although at a slowed pace
more akin to late summer
and early fall.

CHELSEY PERKINS may be reached at
218-855-5874 or chelsey.perkins@
brainerddispatch.com. Follow on Twitter at
twitter.com/DispatchChelsey.
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you’re going to pur-
chase something. And
me personally, I know
what that feels like,”
Robinson said during a
Zoom interview.

CLC football player
Ivory Jones is no strang-
er to scenarios like that.
A Black student origi-
nally from Minneapolis,
Jones came to Brainerd
about three years ago.

While he felt wel-
comed at CLC, Jones said
the off-campus atmo-
sphere in Brainerd was
much different. There
wasn’t necessarily ten-
sion when visiting plac-
es like grocery stores or
public areas in the city,
but it was strange.

“I’ve never been
looked at so much,”
Jones said during a
Zoom interview.

He recalled a time
when he stepped into
an establishment after
a football game, don-
ning a bandana and
the ripped shirt he had
worn under his uniform.
Everyone stared.

“I’'m not exaggerating
at all, I'm not adding
anything — everyone in
the store was staring at
me,” he said.

While working at
Perkins, Jones said
the crowds that came
in were pretty fun for

there were also rowdi-
er groups who came in
later at night and did
not want him as their
server.

But those were minor
incidents for Jones, who
said one of the bigger
shocks he had in com-
ing to Brainerd from the
Twin Cities was the first
time he saw a confed-
erate flag on display in
person at a party.

He was taken aback at
the sight but, as some-
one who has learned to
adapt to his surround-
ings, didn’t feel the
immediate need to leave
the party. Jones chalks
those sorts of displays
in this area up to a false
sense of history.

“They think the con-
federate flag is like her-
itage or something like
that,” Jones said of the
loose grasps he’s got-
ten on the subject from
talking to people in the
community.

The Raider Roost ini-
tiative aims to help stu-
dents like Jones — and
all students, for that

matter — feel more
comfortable in the com-
munity. Participating

businesses and organi-
zations display Raider
Roost stickers to show
students they are wel-
come there.
“Everybody’s expect-
ed to be a decent human
being anywhere,” Rob-
inson said, but the Raid-
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that business owners
understand there are
college students in the
community who should
be welcomed as com-
munity members and
not outsiders.

The Brainerd Family
YMCA is among those
participating in the ini-
tiative, which Laura
Marsolek aligns per-
fectly with the nonprof-
it’s mission.

“We especially want
to welcome these stu-
dents because a lot of
them come from out of
state,” said Marsolek,
assistant aquatics direc-
tor who also heads the
YMCA'’s diversity, equity
and inclusion commit-
tee. “We want to make
sure that they definitely
feel welcome here at the
Y because the Y is more
than a gym. It’s a place
to connect, it’s a place
to meet people. It’s a
place to really feel wel-
comed and at home, and
so if this is a way to do
that, then we are all on
board.”

One of the YMCA’s
biggest goals right now,
Marsolek said, is to
increase inclusiveness,
so the Raider Roost pro-
gram is a step in the
right direction.

Robinson hopes the
program will also bol-
ster businesses that take
part and encourage stu-

longer.

“Everything I’m doing
is trying to get the stu-
dents to feel comfort-
able while they’re here
and to be productive
and at least get their
AA (associate of arts
degree) and transfer
onto a four-year from
here instead of going
to another two-year,”
Robinson said.

Jones sees the initia-
tive as a big step for a
city like Brainerd and
hopes it will bring more
awareness to racial
issues in the commu-
nity.

“You can make some-
body welcome but if
you don’t show some-
body that you’re aware
of the issue, they don’t
feel like their problem
or whatever is being
addressed,” Jones said.
‘... You have to vocalize
that you are aware. This
is that vocalization.”

And that awareness
extends further than just
the African American
community in Brainerd,
Jones said, but also to
other minority groups
like Native Americans
and the realization that
racism is still going on
to do this day in the
area.

As more minority res-
idents move to Brain-
erd, Robinson said the
need for inclusivity
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ple of color tend to get
grouped together, Rob-
inson said, meaning
one negative interaction
with a person of color
brings out racial profil-
ing and discrimination,
whether it’s intentional
or not.

“We can’t control
what people do, but we
can educate others on
the difference between
people,” Robinson said
in an email after the
interview. “... The Raid-
er Roost initiative is just
one step in the process.
Once people start see-
ing students out in the
community more, they
may engage in conver-
sation and learn from
each other rather than
judge from afar.”

Robinson would also
like to see a community
center in Brainerd — a
place where people can
gather, can get along
and can communicate
openly.

For Jones, commu-
nication is the key to
addressing issues like
race.

“Honestly, people just
need to communicate

RAIDER ROOST
LOCATIONS

So far, the following
businesses have shown
support as a Raider Roost
location:

» College Square Gas
Station

» 317 Diner

» Tires Plus

» Firehouse Subs

» Burrito California

» Four Seas Super Buffet

» Great Clips in northeast
Brainerd

» Dairy Queen in
northeast Brainerd

» Shep’s on 6th
» Applebee’s

» YMCA

» Salvation Army
» Brekken’s

and talk to each other,”
he said. “That’s really
it because if there were
more people talking
actually commu-
nicating — with each
other, there would be
less misunderstanding,
less animosity between
people.”

THERESA BOURKE may be
reached at theresa.bourke@
brainerddispatch.com or
218-855-5860. Follow her on

Twitter at www.twitter.com/
DispatchTheresa.
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