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Pearl Harbor hero finally laid to rest

By Robin Fish
rfish@parkrapidsenterprise.com

f Neal Kenneth Todd had
I died last week, he would

have been 101 years old.

Instead, the remains laid
to rest Saturday at the Akeley
Cemetery were those of a U.S.
Navy fireman who gave his
life on Dec. 7, 1941 during
the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor.

Todd’s ship, the USS
Oklahoma, sank quickly in
the waters off Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. His was one of 429
lives lost on board.

Although the Oklahoma
sailors’ remains were
recovered later in the 1940s,
most of them remained
unidentified until they could
be identified through recent
genetic tests.

Todd’s remains were
identified on Feb. 11. As his
funeral program states,

“He is no longer considered
Missing in Action. He is
finally home.”

Todd’s burial Saturday
in the Akeley Cemetery,
between his half-brother
Alfred Staffenhagen, Jr.
and his mother Irena, was
accompanied by full military & i SuTy i ,
honors. These included a Photos by Robin Fish / Enterprlse

three-volley, three-gun Above: Six U.S. Navy sailors pull Neal Todd’s casket off the
salute; U.S. military service back of a horse-drawn funeral caisson for his burial with full
ﬂagsgrese?ted dt((l))t}}ree.l _ military honors Saturday at the Akeley Cemetery. Right: Lt.
?vlveomU gri\(i)r g(())rce?l E('E‘;rzi Derek E. Martin, USN, presents a folded U.S. flag to Todd’s
and a.w'hite— love tlyeatme’nt niece, Diane Harris, on behalf of the Neil K. Todd memorial at
by both activg and retired the Akeley Paul Bunyan Historical Museum. Seated to the right
service personnel. of Harris !s Todd’s adopted sister, Karyn St!fﬂer pf Akeley, who
“This is one of the highest also received a flag; her husband, Glen; sister-in-law Delores
Staffenhagen of Rogers and her husband, Orville, who is Todd’s

honors I'll ever have in my .
entire career.” said Kevin youngest and only surviving brother.
)

Cease with the Cease Family

Funeral Home. “This is such “It’s a long overdue the U.S. armed forces; Neal’s

a unique situation, in that we homecoming,” said Todd’s brother, Wesley, was actually

get to bring somebody home  pephew, Tony Staffenhagen.  on board the Oklahoma

after all these decades and all  «yye fee] that he’s our hero.  When it was attacked, but he

these years: somebody who and he’s a Minnesota hero »  survived.

gave the ultimate sacrifice Fireman 1st Class Neal Born in Bemidji, Neal

for our country, on Pearl K. Todd was one of nine graduated from Akeley High

Harbor Day! He gets to come b. th d th ist School in 1938. He enlisted

home. I’'m moved beyond FOLhErs and three SISters in the U.S.Navy in October
raised by Irena Todd

tears.” 1940 at age 20, and was 22
Staffenhagen and her two when he gave his life for his
Voyage home husbands, Robert Todd and country.
It was a long journey home Alfred Staffenhagen.
- nearly 80 years long. Eight of her sons served in REST: Page 2
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