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Corner of 6th & McKay, 
Alexandria 

320.763.5115
andersonfloristandgreenhouse.com

Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Saturday 8-5
Mother’s Day open 8-5

ROSE &&
HYDRANGEA
BushesBushes $$550000

OOFFFF

BEAUTIFUL 
FRESH CUT
Floral Floral 
ArrangementsArrangements

LLAARRGGEE 
VVAARRIIEETTYY

GREAT SELECTION OF
Mother’s Gardens 
to choice from!

GIFTS GALORE!
• Bird Baths
• Corsages

• Gift Certificates
• Music Of The Spheres

Gift 
Certificates!

SHOWER MOM
with lovely and unique gifts 

for the garden!
MOTHER’S DAY MAY 9

PRICES GOOD MAY 3-9

HANGING
BasketsBaskets

LLAARRGGEE 
SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN

& Much More! WWEE DDEELLIIVVEERR!!

Hwy 29 N 
Alexandria

320-762-1324

B U F F E T
Sunday, May 9   10am - 2pm

$1895 Adult  - $995 under 10  - FREE under 10

Chicken, BBQ Ribs, Roast Beef, Swedish 
Meatballs, Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce & Chicken 

Alfredo, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, 
Honey Glazed Carrots, Breadsticks, Salad Bar 

and Assorted Desserts
104 BROADWAY, 
ALEXANDRIA 

BUFFET
Mother’s Day

SUNDAY, MAY 9TH
PRIME RIB, SWEDISH MEATBALLS, BAKED 

WILD RICE, CARVED BAKED HAM, KEILBASA 
SAUSAGE, GOURMET RED POTATOES, STEAMED 
VEGETABLES, SALAD BAR, RELISH TRAY, FRESH 

FRUIT, DINNER ROLL AND DESSERT.

11AM
-2PM

RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED

320-763-7712
ADULTS $18.95 / CHILDREN 10 & UNDER $8.50

Read this special series  
& know the freedoms protected 

by the First Amendment.

ECHOPRESS.NEWS/FREEDOM

By Dana Ferguson
Forum News Service

ST. PAUL — The Minneso-
ta Senate on Monday, May 3, 
advanced a proposal to require 
photo identification to cast a 
ballot in the state on a 34-32 
vote.

Republicans, all of whom 
supported the measure, said the 
plan was key to ensuring elec-
tion integrity and preventing 
voter fraud, while Democrats 
and an Iron Range Independent 
lawmaker opposed the proposal 
and said it would bar some from 
having their votes counted.

The bill is unlikely to gain 
traction in the House of Rep-
resentatives where Democrats 
hold the majority. Lawmakers 
in that chamber have approved 
bills creating an automatic voter 
registration system and restor-
ing the right to vote to people 
convicted of a felony who’ve 
served their prison sentence.

The plan would also make 
available free voter identifica-
tion cards to those who don’t 
have another form of photo 
identification and can’t afford 
it. Under the Senate proposal, 
if someone went to vote with-
out photo identification, they 

would cast a provisional ballot 
that would be held separately 
until the person can prove their 
identity or sign an affidavit.

Minnesota voters in 2012 
defeated the proposal at the 
ballot. Currently, the state 
allows those who are legally 
eligible to vote the ability to 
cast a ballot on Election Day 
with photo identification, ver-
ification of their address, affir-
mation from a registered voter 
or housing facility employee or 
other documentation.

The bill’s supporters said 
passing the legislation could 
help prevent instances of fraud-

ulent voting and boost public 
confidence in the state’s elec-
tions. There’s been no evidence 
of widespread voter fraud in 
Minnesota or elsewhere in the 
United States.

“We must try to convince 
those who have lost faith in the 
integrity of our election system 
that it is free, it is fair and that 
their vote counts,” the bill’s 
author Sen. Scott Newman, 
R-Hutchinson, said.

Opponents, meanwhile, 
said the proposal could make 
it harder for certain groups to 
vote and would bring down the 
state’s highest-in-the-nation 

voter participation rate.
“These bills all across the 

country have the effect of dis-
enfranchising voters like Jim 
Crow laws of the past. Bills 
like this one primarily disen-
franchise Black, brown, Indige-
nous, new American voters and 
the elderly, seniors, students, 
the disabled and LGBTQ com-
munities,” Sen. Lindsay Port, 
D-Burnsville, said. “They’re 
powerful tools that work to 
keep communities from exer-
cising the right to vote.”

Follow Dana Ferguson on Twitter @
bydanaferguson, call 651-290-0707 or email 

dferguson@forumcomm.com

Voter ID requirement passes Minnesota Senate, faces hurdle in the House


