
Ogema farm fire 
could have been 
much worse

Technology can be a 
wonderful thing.

Thanks to an alarm app 
that warned him when 
his corn dryer was over-
heating, an Ogema farmer 
was able to put out a corn 
fire Christmas Eve and 
prevent much more seri-
ous problems, said Ogema 
Fire Chief Joe McArthur.

Ogema firefighters 
spent about an hour at 
the site of the fire, which 
was reported at 12:40 
p.m. Dec. 24 on the 18000 
block of 360th Street, 
Ogema.

“A grain dryer start-
ed overheating the corn,” 
McArthur said. “The 
farmer got an app noti-
fication and got a fire 
extinguisher on it right 
away.”

The damage was con-
fined to the grain dry-
ing equipment and some 
burnt corn, but it could 
have been much worse, 
had that burning corn 
been augered from the 
drier into the grain bin, 
he said. The whole bin 
could have gone up in 
flames: Dried corn burns 
well and is used as fuel 
in corn-burning stoves, 
furnaces and fireplaces.

“Lucky he had that 
technology,” McArthur 
said.
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Editor’s note: In the Ojibwe 
culture, storytelling is an ancient 
and important art. It’s how tales 
and teachings about the world are 
passed from generation to gen-
eration, from elder storytellers to 
eager children. Winter, especially, 
is a season of storytelling.

Following are two Ojibwe winter 
stories that have been shared with 
us, and are being published in the 
Tribune. To read more of these sto-
ries, or to learn more, visit www.
dl-online.com/lifestyle/family.

‘Wenebojo and 
the Cranberries’

Wenebojo was walking along 
one day by the edge of a lake 
and saw some highbush cran-
berries lying in the shallow 
water. He stuck his hand in the 
water and tried to get them, but 
he couldn’t. He tried over and 

over again to get those cran-
berries.

Finally, he gave up trying to 
stick his hand in the water and 
instead, he tried to grab them 
with his mouth by sticking his 
head in the water.

That didn’t work either, so he 
dove down into the water. The 
water was so shallow that the 
little rocks on the bottom hurt 
his face. He jumped out of the 
water and lay down on his back 
on the shore, holding his face.

He opened his eyes, and there 
were the berries hanging above 
him! He had only seen their 
reflection in the water.

But he was so angry that he 
tore the berries off the tree and 
didn’t eat any, and he walked 
away.

— As told by Mike Swan, spir-
itual leader for the Pine Point 

community and Native American 
Cultural Liaison for Detroit Lakes 
Public Schools

‘Wenebojo Made a 
House for the Tortoise’

Long ago, when the world 
was young, there were only two 
tortoises. They didn’t have any 
shells or houses on their backs 
as we know them today. They 
were all soft.

In the woods, the strong ani-
mals hunt the weaker animals, 
and Otter planned on eating 
Tortoise.

One day, Tortoise wanted 
to go on land to take a walk, 
but he couldn’t run very fast 
so he looked around to see if 
any of the other animals were 
there. As he looked around, he 
saw Otter coming, so Tortoise 
turned around and crawled 

under a piece of bark and drew 
his head, legs, and tail in, and 
Otter didn’t see him.

When Otter was gone, Tortoise 
went back to the pond where he 
lived. But he didn’t know that 
Wenebojo was watching him 
and saw how had he saved him-
self from Otter.

One morning Wenebojo was 
out fishing, and he asked Tor-
toise where there were lots of 
fish. He said, “If you tell me, I’ll 
give you a sturdy house that you 
can carry on your back.”

As soon as the tortoise heard 
this, he dived down and looked 
for fish and found a lot, and 
then he came back and told 
Wenebojo where they were. 
Wenebojo thanked him and got 
out of his canoe and asked Tor-
toise to come up on land with 
him.

There, Wenebojo found a 
piece of bark and put it on Tor-
toise’s back, and got another 
piece and put it on his stomach. 
Then they watched for Otter 
to come. When they saw him 
coming, Tortoise went out on 
the path and pretended that he 
didn’t see Otter coming. When 
Otter saw Tortoise, he jumped 
on him so he could eat him, but 
Tortoise drew his head, legs, 
and tail into the new shell and 
was safe.

After Otter went away, Wen-
ebojo told Tortoise that, “From 
this day forth, every Tortoise 
shall carry his shell, or house, 
along wherever he goes.”

— As told by Mike Swan, spir-
itual leader for the Pine Point 
community and Native American 
Cultural Liaison for Detroit Lakes 
Public Schools

‘Wenebojo and the Cranberries’
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More obituaries can be 
found on page A9.
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