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BEMIDJI — So what do we 
do?

In response to the corona-
virus pandemic, the Minne-
sota State High School League 
on Wednesday pushed back the 
start of the spring sports sea-
son to May 5. At least.

That means empty fields, 
quiet stands and unworn jer-
seys that stay tucked in the 
closet for at least another 
month and a half. Coaches at 
Bemidji High School are play-
ing the waiting game for now, 
and that’s about all that’s left 
to do as the fate of spring 
sports hangs in limbo.

“It’s really up in the air,” 
boys golf coach Seth Knudson 
said. “It’s hard because nobody 
really knows what’s going to 
happen. We don’t know if we’re 
going to start in May, or if 
we’re even going to have a 
season.”

“It’s such an unknown that 
nobody’s had to deal with 
before,” boys track and field 

coach Steve Sneide added. “I 
think that every coach right 
now is just hoping for the best 
and trying to figure out what’s 
best for their program.”

The BHS coaches are try-
ing to prepare athletes for the 
possibility of a season, but, 
like most every other challenge 
caused by COVID-19, there are 
obstacles to overcome.

Until at least May 5, coaches 
aren’t allowed to have in-per-
son contact with their ath-
letes, per MSHSL rules. They 
can’t require or even suggest 
group practices, and they can’t 
require individual workouts or 
training. The league’s guide-
lines allow for communica-
tion through technology and 
optional individual workouts, 
but that’s hardly a substitute 
for schedules full of red X’s 
rather than final scores.

“All of us coaches are just 
dying to see the kids,” girls 
track and field coach Chris 
Lehman said. “We definitely 
miss them. I can’t imagine this 
being my senior year, too, and 
how excited the kids were. It’s 

just so much unknown, that’s 
the hard part.”

‘Wait and see’
If teams do eventually get the 

green light, the coaches kicked 
out possible solutions — such 
as a shortened regular season. 
Any season would be better 
than no season, new girls golf 
coach Tina Offerdahl said.

“It’s the extracurricular part 
of it, it’s the socialization part 
of it that they’re going to miss 
right now,” she said. “I think 
the kids are missing out on that 
a lot because of all this. But 
you want them to stay healthy, 
so you can’t really push the 
limit.”

Without inside informa-
tion or anything other than a 
gut feeling, the mood among 
most coaches is that the spring 
sports season won’t happen. 
There’s still hope, but many 
admitted it’s impossible to 
predict a future that doesn’t 
have a blueprint from the past.

“We’re going to have to live 
with whatever decisions they 
make,” baseball coach Mike 
Fogelson said. “If they give us 

a chance to play this spring, 
we’re certainly going to be 
excited to get out there and 
play. We just have to wait and 
see what they decide.”

Ultimately, the final say will 
come from the MSHSL. So far, 
the league has operated in 
accordance with direction from 
Gov. Tim Walz and the Centers 
for Disease Control, and that’s 
not likely to change moving 
forward.
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Weekender
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By Austin Monteith

A decade has passed since what 
was arguably the greatest 
regular season of the Bemidji 

State men’s hockey program’s 
NCAA Division I era.

Riding high on the heels of a 
Frozen Four appearance, the 2009-
10 Beavers didn’t miss a beat.

They tied a D-I era program 
record for single-season wins with 
23, knocked off the nation’s top-
ranked team and secured the team’s 
first at-large bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. A squad that featured 
two future NHLers captured the 
College Hockey America title in 
the conference’s final season of 
existence while climbing as high as 
No. 4 in the national rankings, also 
a program record.

A grind of a schedule took its toll, 
however. BSU was upset in the CHA 
Tournament before a first-round 
defeat in the NCAA Tournament to 
one of the country’s hottest teams 

ended hopes of a return trip to the 
Frozen Four.

Nevertheless, the Beavers made 
their final season at the John S. Glas 
Fieldhouse one that holds a special 
place in program lore.

“They won big games. We were 
consistent in our play, by and large, 
and then we get an at-large bid,” 
head coach Tom Serratore said a 
decade later. “To me, it was a direct 
carryover from the year before, and 
that’s not easy to do.”

Beavers reload  
after Frozen Four

Bemidji State reached 
unparalleled heights by advancing 
to the 2009 Frozen Four. 

The Beavers lost six seniors 
from that team to graduation, 
as well sophomore goaltender 
Matt Dalton, who signed with 
the Boston Bruins after a stellar 
campaign.

sports@bemidjipioneer.com
BROOKLYN CENTER — The 

Minnesota State High School 
League announced Wednes-
day the continued suspen-
sion of all participation in 
spring activities at all mem-
ber schools until the current 
school closure declaration is 
lifted. 

The decision was made 
in alignment with Gov. Tim 
Walz’s extension of school 
closures through May 4, 
meaning the earliest date for 
spring sports has been pushed 
back to May 5. Walz issued a 
“stay at home” order effec-
tive 11:59 p.m. Friday, March 
27, through 5 p.m. Friday, 
April 10, to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus in Minnesota.

“Pending a reopening of 
schools by the Governor, 
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In response to Gov. Tim Walz’s “stay at home” order, the 
Bemidji Pioneer’s front office will be closed through April 
10 to walk-in traffic to help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. As always, memberships can be mailed, 
dropped off in our payment slot or paid by credit card 
by calling our office at (218) 333-9200. We appreciate 
all of our members and we ensure that our commitment 
to local journalism will not be compromised during a time 
when access to information is more important than ever.

OFFICE CLOSED 
TO PUBLIC

But back in the fold 
were a couple of key cogs 
who’d also one day ink 
NHL contracts.

Junior Matt Read led 
the charge offensively 
with 41 points off of 19 
goals and 22 assists, while 
sophomore Brad Hunt 
patrolled the blue line 
and totaled 33 points (7g-
26a) to lead the defensive 
corps.

“We had some very 
good top-end players,” 
said Serratore, then in his 
ninth season as coach. 
“And when you have very 
good top-end players and 
those top-end players 
are your hardest workers, 
like Read and Hunt, that 
really helps pave the way 
because everybody else 
follows in line.”

Upstart freshman 
forward Jordan George 
contributed immediately, 
tallying 34 points (13g-
21a) to finish second on 
the team while playing 
on the top line alongside 
Read and junior Ian Lowe, 
the team’s leader with 
21 goals. Shoring up the 
defense were seniors 
Kyle Hardwick and Chris 
Peluso.

“We had a good blend 
with that team,” Serratore 
said. “We had good size 
and we had good skill. We 
could play a physical game 
and we could play a skill 
game.”

A versatile third line of 
captain Chris McKelvie, 
Tyler Lehrke and Jamie 
MacQueen was also 
a useful weapon in 
Serratore’s arsenal.

“We put that line 
against everybody’s top 
line,” the coach said. 
“It was great because 
we could put Matt Read 
against (opponents’ third 
or second lines). And there 
weren’t many players that 
we were playing against 
that year that were better 
than Matt Read.”

In the crease, 
sophomore Dan Bakala 
took over the starting job 
and backstopped the team 
to 19 of its wins.

“Dan Bakala, just out of 
the chute with zero games 
experience, he had a 
great year for us as well,” 
Serratore said. “He was a 
big puzzle piece for that 
team.”

Everything was in 
place for BSU to make a 
run at its fourth NCAA 
Tournament appearance 
in the D-I era.

Rise through the 
rankings

Bemidji State shocked 
the nation when it 
made its 2009 NCAA 
Tournament run. There 
were no such surprises 
one year later.

Still, the Beavers didn’t 
get much respect from the 
USCHO.com poll voters 
when they started the 
season unranked, though 
a sweep of No. 19 Air 
Force to open the year 
launched BSU to No. 15. 
Soon, BSU was up to No. 
7 by the second week of 
November.

Minnesota handed 
Bemidji State its first loss 
Nov. 14 in the opening 
game of a series at 
Mariucci Arena, but the 
Beavers answered with a 
resounding 6-2 win the 
next night.

“That team early in 
the year, we were really 
dialed in,” Serratore said. 
“And that team was very 
confident. We started off 
like gangbusters. It just 
carried over from our 
2009 Frozen Four team.”

Following a sweep of 
Alabama Huntsville, the 
sixth-ranked Beavers 
were 10-1-1 entering a 
Thanksgiving weekend 
showdown with No. 1 
Miami at North Dakota’s 
holiday classic. BSU 
avenged a Frozen Four 
loss to the RedHawks by 
knocking off the top-
ranked team in Division 
I for the first time in 
program history. McKelvie 
broke a 2-2 tie with 
less than four minutes 
remaining to deliver a 3-2 
win.

“It was like a playoff 
game,” Serratore recalled. 
“There was just no easy 
ice. It was just a battle. It 
was both ways. … We were 
familiar with each other. 
They were ranked No. 1 
and we were flying high. 

There’s no question. A lot 
of our fans were there. 
It was in Grand Forks, 
an hour and a half away. 
There was a great crowd.”

A 2-1 overtime loss to 
Ohio State in the weekend 
finale couldn’t spoil the 
fun. The Miami victory 
lifted the Beavers to No. 4 
nationally while garnering 
first-place votes in the 
USCHO poll for the second 
of three successive weeks.

“I kind of said to myself 
that this team’s for real,” 
Serratore said. “Even 
though we lost that game 
to Ohio State, we played 
very good. And then right 
before Christmas we got 
swept by Mankato.”

Goodbye Glas
After starting the 

season 13-2-1, the first-
half ending sweep at the 
hands of Minnesota State 
dropped BSU to No. 10. 
The Beavers went 10-8-3 
the rest of the way.

“We were running out 
of gas,” Serratore said, 
“We were really fighting it 
and we were having a hard 
time putting 60 minutes 
together.”

A brutal second-half 
schedule saw the team 
play 11 of its final 16 
games away from the 
John S. Glas Fieldhouse, 
traveling all over the map 
to Michigan, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Nebraska 
and Alabama.

Bemidji State dropped 
to as low as No. 14 before 
a home-and-home sweep 
over fourth-ranked 
Minnesota Duluth in late 
January shot the team 
back into the top 10 at No. 
7.

The Beavers ran away 
with their third straight 
CHA regular-season title, 
clinching with a 3-2 win 
over Niagara on Feb. 19. 

With the new Sanford 
Center rising from the 
earth a couple miles away, 
the program bid farewell 
to the Glas one night later 
with a 6-1 victory.

“That last weekend 
against Niagara was an 
outstanding weekend. I’ll 
never forget,” Serratore 
said. “There was no way 
we were going to get 
denied that night, that 
last game in the John Glas 
Fieldhouse. We won 6-1 
and the electricity in the 
building was something 
I’d never witnessed before. 
What a great sendoff for 
our alumni, our fans and 
our players.”

The Beavers capped a 
23-8-3 regular season two 
weeks later at Alabama 
Huntsville, finishing 
14-3-1 in CHA play in 
the league’s final year 
of existence. BSU also 
finished 6-2-1 against 
teams in the top 25 of 
the Pairwise rankings 
with wins over Miami, 
Minnesota, Minnesota 
Duluth, Northern 
Michigan and Omaha.

Postseason struggles
Eighth-ranked Bemidji 

State entered its final 
CHA Tournament as the 
top seed going up against 
host Niagara. The Purple 
Eagles had gone 1-5 
against the Beavers in the 
regular season, but the 
home crowd gave them 
the edge in a 5-4 upset 
win. A 3-3 tie in the third-
place game against Robert 
Morris was a sour way for 
BSU to end its CHA days.

However, an at-large 
bid to the NCAA 
Tournament was all 
but assured before the 
conference tournament 
began, and Bemidji State 
made the field as the No. 
2 seed in the Midwest 
Regional in Fort Wayne, 
Ind.

“Our body of work 
throughout the year 
allowed us to get that 
at-large bid,” Serratore 
said. “And a lot of it was 
because of that first half 
when we played so well.”

The Beavers would go 
head-to-head with CCHA 
Tournament champion 
Michigan, while Miami 
and CHA Tournament 
winner Alabama 
Huntsville squared off 
in the other regional 
semifinal. The Wolverines 
entered as winners of 
eight of their last nine 
games and proved to be 
tough to handle.

Michigan scored in each 
of the first two periods to 
take a 2-0 lead into the 
final frame. Lowe scored 
on the power play off a 
feed from Read to make it 
a one-goal game with less 
than 10 minutes to go.

Just as it seemed 
BSU may have some 
momentum, future 
Stanley Cup winner Carl 
Hagelin bucketed a pair 
of goals before an empty 
netter finalized the score 
at 5-1 for the Wolverines.

“Michigan was one of 
the hottest teams in the 
country,” Serratore said. 
“Michigan had to win 
the CCHA to get into the 
NCAA Tournament and 
they did. And we were 
fighting it. We didn’t have 
the chemistry and we just 
didn’t have what we had 
the first half of the year.”

In 2008-09, the 
Beavers finished 7-2-1 
in their last 10 games 
and only qualified for the 
NCAAs by claiming the 
CHA Tournament title, 
whereas the 2009-10 
team completed one of the 
greatest regular seasons in 
program history. 

Bemidji State just wasn’t 
able to shift back into the 
gear it’d found earlier 
in the year. Serratore 
compares the ‘09 run to 
a sprint, while the ‘10 
season was a marathon.

The 2010-11 campaign 
saw BSU join the WCHA 
and the Sanford Center 
open its doors. The 
Beavers haven’t returned 
to the NCAA Tournament 
since 2009-10, though 
the 2019-20 squad might 
have done so if not for the 
coronavirus pandemic.

A decade later, the ‘10 

return to participation 
protocols will be deter-
mined and communicat-
ed by the MSHSL Board
and MSHSL staff,” the
MSHSL said in a release.
“No decisions regarding 
the cancellation of spring 
activities have been made
at this time.”

The affected teams at
Bemidji High School 
include baseball, boys and
girls golf, softball, boys
tennis, and boys and girls 
track and field.

“In alignment with state
leadership and the Gover-
nor, we support the actions 
to limit gatherings and to
stay home as directed,”
MSHSL executive direc-
tor Erich Martens said in
the release. “… The con-
tinued suspension of fine 
arts and athletic activi-
ties within our member
schools is an example of
our responsibility to the
health and safety of our
students, schools and 
communities.”

The league said addi-
tional information will be 
provided as it becomes
available and as decisions 
are made.

The MSHSL previously 
announced on March 13 
that spring sports com-
petition could begin April 
6. The remaining winter 
sports competitions were 
also canceled on March 13.

“Really, the best solu-
tion is following the 
advice of the governor
and the Minnesota State
High School League,” boys 
tennis coach Mark Fod-
ness said. “They’re well 
informed and, so far, 
making the right decisions 
for the safety and well-
being of our community. 
And that’s what has to 
come first.”

Fodness’ stance covers 
the overarching mindset
of his coaching counter-
parts: It’s not fair, and
it’s nobody’s fault, but it’s 
the reality the teams have
been dealt.

Seniors, no doubt, are 
hurting the most. Many 
will not pursue collegiate 
athletics, so this spring is 
their last hurrah to repre-
sent the Lumberjacks.

“It’s frustrating for
all the seniors, for sure, 
because this is their 
chance,” softball coach
Brad Takkunen said.
“They had aspirations of
trying to go to state. That
was a little extra blow for 
them. They’re still hold-
ing out (hope). … The kids 
are handling it remarkably 
well.”

Answers will come,
ready or not, and they’ll 
either provide athletes
with a platform to com-
pete or the disappoint-
ment that comes with not 
having that chance.

In the meantime, we 
wait.

Micah Friez is a sports reporter for 
the Pioneer. Readers can reach him at 

(218) 333-9789.
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Bemidji State’s Tyler Lehrke reacts after scoring in the second period of a 3-2 win over No. 1 Miami on Nov. 27, 
2009, at Ralph Engelstad Arena in Grand Forks, N.D. 

Bemidji State captain Chris McKelvie (23) and goalie Dan Bakala (33) eye the puck 
during a game against Minnesota Duluth on Jan. 22, 2010, at the John S. Glas 
Fieldhouse. 

Bemidji State’s Brad Hunt skates during a game against 
Minnesota Duluth on Jan. 22, 2010, at the John S. Glas 
Fieldhouse. 

MSHSL
From Page B1

Bemidji State’s Jordan George is seen wearing one of 
the throwback jerseys the team donned to mark the 

Feb. 20, 2010.

Beavers retain a special 
place in the hearts of all 
who went along for the 
ride.

“They validated that 
Frozen Four in 2009,” 
Serratore said. “And 
that isn’t easy to do. 

There was a little bit of 
a bullseye on our head at 
that particular time and 
those guys responded like 
champions.”
Austin Monteith is the sports editor 
for the Pioneer. Readers can reach 

him at (218) 333-9787.
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CHANHASSEN — Bem-

idji State junior goalten-
der Zach Driscoll has been 
selected as one of 10 semi-
finalists for 
the 2019-20 
Mike Rich-
ter Award 
by Let’s Play 
Hockey. The 
award, now 
in its sev-
enth season, 
is presented 
annually to the top goalie 
in NCAA Division I men’s 
hockey.

Driscoll recorded a 21-8-
4 record with a 1.63 goals 
against average and a 
.937 save percentage after 
appearing in 33 of the Bea-
vers’ 37 games this season. 
He finished among the 
top 10 nationally in sev-
eral statistical categories, 
including GAA (third), save 
percentage (fifth), wins 
(sixth) and tied for eighth 
with four shutouts. 

The Apple Valley native 
led the WCHA in games 

started (27) and minutes 
played (1626:31) during the 
regular season. He ranked 
second with a 1.48 GAA, 
.944 save percentage and 
19 wins in league play, 
while tying for second with 
three shutouts.

The on-ice accomplish-
ments earned Driscoll All-
WCHA Second Team hon-
ors last week. 

The junior’s 1.48 GAA 
is the fourth-lowest sin-
gle-season mark in league 
play in the 68-year history 
of the WCHA. His over-
all GAA of 1.63 is also the 
fourth-lowest mark in 
league history, behind only 
North Dakota goalie and 
longtime BSU coach Bob 
Peters (1.27 in 1957-58), 
fellow Richter semifinalist 
Dryden McKay of Minne-
sota State (1.31 in 2019-
20) and Wisconsin’s Brian 
Elliott (1.55 in 2005-06).

The other semifinal-
ists include McKay, Matt 
Galajda (Cornell), Spencer 
Knight (Boston College), 
John Lethemon (Michi-
gan State), Strauss Mann 

(Michigan), Frank Marotte 
(Clarkson), Hunter Shep-
ard (Minnesota Duluth), 
Jeremy Swayman (Maine) 
and Tyler Wall (UMa-
ss-Lowell).

The five finalists will 
be named March 30 by 
a committee of coaches, 
scouts and media mem-
bers. The winner will be 
revealed April 10.

Previously, BSU goalie 
Michael Bitzer was one of 
five finalists for the award 
in 2016-17.

Past Mike Richter Award 
winners include Connor 
Hellebuyck (UMass-Low-
ell), Zane McIntyre (North 
Dakota), Thatcher Demko 
(Boston College), Tan-
ner Jaillet (Denver), Cale 
Morris (Notre Dame) and 
Cayden Primeau (North-
eastern).

The Beavers finished 
the season at 22-10-
5 and ranked No. 11 in 
both national polls after 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic canceled the remainder 
of the season prior to the 
WCHA semifinals. 
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ASK THE EXPERT Who? What? Where? When? How? Why?

FULL SERVICE SALON

1038 Paul Bunyan Dr. So.
(In the Holiday Station South Bldg.) 

444-CUTS 
We feature Aveda products!

CLASSIC CUTS HAIR 
AND BODY SALON

Q:  My hair is limp and doesn’t 

want to do anything. I don’t have 

a lot of time to get ready in the 

morning.  What do you recommend 

I use?

A:   Aveda has a texture tonic made with sugar 

cane and sea salt. The salt makes your hair 

scrunch up and the sugar keeps the hair soft for 

a flexible texture with a citrus scent.  

If you would like more information on caring

for your hair, call us at 333-CUTS (2887) today.

Sheila

AUDIOLOGY

677 Anne Street NW, Suite G • Bemidji, MN 56601
218-333-8833 • www.hearwellmn.com

Q: Is your clinic still open during 
the COVID-19 outbreak?
A: At Hearing Wellness Center, we 
are taking the health and safety of 
our patients very seriously. We are 
temporarily suspending all in-clinic 
appointments and walk-ins. We are offering two 
alternatives to in-clinic appointments.
1. Curbside assistance: You must call our office 
before you arrive, Monday-Thursday, 10:00 am - 
2:00 pm. A staff member will come to you as you 
wait in your vehicle.
2. Remote assistance: Please call our office between 
10 am and 2 pm to schedule a remote appointment 
with your doctor.
We know how important your hearing is to your 
overall health. We are here for you.

Andrea Wilson
Au.D.

REAL ESTATE

For Questions Contact: 
Dick Phelps 

218-766-5263
rphelps@century21dickinson.com

   Important to any buyer will be how you maintained the home. 
Basic needed repairs such as a torn screen, cracked window or peeling 
paint will make the buyer wonder what else has been neglected. Minor 
repairs or replacements can enhance the image of your home.

Painting can be done inexpensively and ad value but avoid unique 
colors and stick to neutral colors. New flooring can be accomplished 
at reasonable cost but again, avoid unique color and design and stick 
to more neutral. Improve ceilings by removing popcorn ceiling. Get a 
solution from your hardware store to soften and allow easy removal.

If lighting, faucets, and doorknobs appear straight from the 80’s 
consider replacing them. Curb appeal is important for first impressions 
which often make or break a sale. Consider shrubs and colorful plants 
but only ones suitable to our climate and require little maintenance. 
Sealing a driveway will improve the exterior appearance. Eco-friendly 
improvements add value and save money over the years.

If you are considering buying a home, contact me to assist you 
throughout the process. If you are considering selling, contact me for a 
free Comparable Market Analysis to determine the value of your home 
on today’s market.

Dick Phelps
        What would be some basic updates I could 
do to my home to add value in the sale without 
breaking the bank to accomplish?

Q:

A:

PAINTING

2140 Bardwell Dr. NW, Bemidji • 751-4418
OPEN Mon.-Fri. 7AM-5:30PM • Sat. 8AM-2PM

Q: What is the colorful tape I see athletes 
wearing?

A: Kinesiology tape, or Kinesio tape. It is 
an elastic cotton adhesive strip that is used 
to treat a variety of ailments, including muscle strains, 

and myofascial symptoms. It is a kind of rehabilitation 
technique that assists with the body’s natural healing 
process while giving long lasting support to muscles and 

therapy that were provided within the clinical setting.

The tape is applied to the skin with various amounts of 
tension and direction. The direction and tension determines 
if the tissues will be inhibited (relaxed) or facilitated 
(activated). The tape may be worn for several days and can 
be worn during showering, exercise, and even swimming. 
Kinesio tape allows full range of motion during activity.

At Sanford Bemidji Medical Center, Physical and 

Taping Technique.

Catherine Shelton,
MAPT

Q
Would you like to see your 

business featured
HERE

where you have an 
opportunity to answer 

commonly asked questions 
from the community?

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE TODAY AT 

333-9200 OR AT 
ADVERTISING@BEMIDJIPIONEER.COM

Driscoll

File photo
Cass Lake-Bena guard Jarell Jacobs (1) scores in the 2019 Section 8A championship 
game against Ada-Borup at Ralph Engelstad Arena in Thief River Falls. 
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Jarell Jacobs of the Cass 

Lake-Bena boys basket-
ball team captured the 
Northland Conference 
Most Valuable Player 
award on Wednesday, 
while fellow Panther 
Leroy Fairbanks won the 
Rookie of the Year award 
and Blackduck’s Pete 
Ofstedal captured Coach 
of the Year honors.

Jacobs led the confer-
ence with 28.8 points per 
game, and he even aver-
aged a double-double by 
grabbing 10.6 rebounds a 
night. His totals respec-
tively ranked first and 
second in the conference, 
while Red Lake’s Delwyn 
Holthusen was second 
in points (27.0 ppg) and 
first in rebounds (17.5 
rpg).

Miguel Reyes and 
Timmy Smith joined 
Jacobs and Fairbanks 

on the All-Conference 
Team, while Brent Fowl-
er and Kaydin Lee were 
honorable mention picks 
for Cass Lake-Bena.

Red Lake’s represen-
tatives included Aaron 
Chaboyea, Riley Chabo-
yea and Holthusen on 
the all-conference team, 
while Daylen French 
and Gerald Kingbird Jr. 
received honorable men-
tion recognition.

Blackduck’s Dylan 
Moen (23.4 ppg, 9.5 
rpg) and Ethan Mer-
rill (12.4 ppg) were also 
all-Northland picks, and 

Shawn O’Brien, Quick 
McKeeman and Sawyer 
Nendick received honor-
able mention nods.

In all, 16 players were 
named to the all-con-
ference team, while 12
others were honorable 
mention selections.

Cass Lake-Bena and
Nevis shared the confer-
ence title, each posting 
an 11-3 record. Red Lake 
was third at 9-4 and
Blackduck placed fourth 
at 9-5. Northome/Kelli-
her (2-12) and Laporte
(0-13) were seventh and 
eighth, respectively.

MEN’S HOCKEY

Jacobs, Ofstedal headline Northland 
Conference award winners

Driscoll named Richter 
Award semifinalist

BRIEF

Report: U.S. Open 
golf tourney 
postponed

The U.S. Open golf tour-
nament will be postponed 
from its scheduled June 
dates, the New York Post 
reported Thursday night.

The event was due to 
be played June 18-21 at 
Winged Foot Golf Club 
in Mamaroneck, N.Y. 
According to the Post, 
the U.S. Golf Association 
hopes to hold the tour-
nament later in the sum-
mer, pending the region's 

recovery from the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Winged Foot was shut 
down last week when New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
issued an executive order, 
halting all non-essential 
businesses statewide in 
response to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

USGA senior director 
of championship com-
munications Beth Major 
told the Post on Thursday 
night in response to the 
report, "Nothing is offi-
cial at this point. Obvi-
ously, we're talking about 

it, knowing what's going 
on in New York (which 
has the most COVID-
19 cases in the country) 
right now."

Major followed up on 
a USGA statement issued 
earlier this week that said 
an announcement about 
the U.S. Open's status 
would be coming in mid-
April.

Westchester County, 
the site of Winged Foot, 
has been one of the areas 
hit hardest by the pan-
demic.

-Field Level Media




