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Hornets fi nish
16-0-0 during
regular season

By JOHN SHERMAN

john.sherman@ecm-inc.com

In a battle for men only 
Oct. 3 at Minnetonka’s 
Einer Anderson Stadi-
um, the Edina High boys 
soccer team assured itself  
the No. 1 seed for the Sec-
tion 2AA Tournament by 
edging Minnetonka 3-2.

Two players fueled the 
competitive fi re of their 
respective teams. Senior 
captain Will Swanda 
scored two goals for 
Edina, including the 
game-winner late in the 
second half. Junior for-
ward Dylan Olson of 
Minnetonka scored back 
to back goals in the 54th 
and 56th minutes to keep 
the Skippers in the game.

“We played with heart 
and passion today,” 
Swanda said after the 
match. Edina’s 16-0-0 re-
cord has given the Hor-
nets not only the Lake 
Conference title, but also 
a clear No. 1 seed for the 
playoffs.

“You have to play all 
80 minutes anytime you 
play against Minneton-
ka,” Swanda continued. 
“I’m not going to lie - I 
was nervous when they 
tied the score 2-2 in the 
second half. But then we 
calmed down and played 
our game. I can’t even de-
scribe how good it feels to 

be undefeated and share 
the experience with 25 
brothers [teammates].”

Eddy Rosenthal scored 
Edina’s other goal. Ryan 
Swanda, Jordan Carter, 
Matt Mason and Jack-
son Holley led Edina’s de-
fensive effort in front of 
goalie Hank Stechmann.

Olson and captains 
Niko Scheibal and An-
dres Rivas led Minneton-
ka’s effort with strong 
support from Pedro Ce’, 
Jake Herbert, George 
Lindberg, Alec Rodri-
guez, Jackson Schroeder, 
Hunter Kemnitz and 
goalie Kai Haroldson.

From Minnetonka’s 
perspective, a playoff re-
match against Edina is a 
distinct possibility.

“It is always such a 
hard-fought battle with 
Edina,” Olson said. “We 
won’t change anything 
when we play them 
again.”

“Everybody knows 
what these games are 
like,” Minnetonka cap-
tain Scheibal said.

Scheibal has a broken 
nose, but there is no way 
he would ever miss a game 
against Edina. He put on 
a mask and went after 
headers with his usual 

intensity. It was Scheibal 
who had the assist on Ol-
son’s second goal of the 
match. On the fi rst goal, 
captain Andres Rivas as-
sisted with a chip over the 
top to Olson, who took 
the ball at full speed and 
put the ball in the net.

While wearing a mask 
is not something Scheibal 
anticipated doing any-
time this season, he said 
he is getting used to it.

“It affects my periph-
eral vision some,” he 
said. “And that limits my 
options.”

Head coaches Dave 
Jenson of Edina and 
Mike Rogers of Min-
netonka get as keyed up 
for the rivalry as their 
players.

“It has always been 
hard for us to win over 
here,” Jenson said after 
the match. “It has been 
a while since we’ve had a 
player take over a game 
like Will Swanda did to-
night.”

“There is always ner-
vous anticipation for 
an Edina-Tonka game,” 
Edina assistant coach 
Billy Garner said. “We al-
ways expect Minnetonka 
to come ready. Dylan Ol-
son is a great player. On 
one of his goals, we an-
ticipated an offside call, 
but didn’t get it. Lesson 
learned. We have to play 
to the whistle.”

Follow the Sun sports writers on 

Twitter @MNSunSports and on 

Facebook at facebook.com/Sun-

SportsStaff.

Edina edges Minnetonka 3-2 in Lake soccer clash
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Will Swanda (13) and Casey Ott (11) of the Edina High boys soccer team have Minnetonka’s Dylan Olson under control on this rush during 
a Lake match Oct. 3. Later, Olson would break loose to score two goals, but Swanda countered with two of his own in a 3-2 Edina victory.

By JASON OLSON

jason.olson@ecm-inc.com

Benilde-St. Margaret’s 
came prepared for Rob-
binsdale Cooper Friday in 
a 35-0 win on the road to 
improve to 6-0.

Red Knights coach John 
Hanks said his team played 
well and were extremely di-
aled in to the game plan, 
which they ultimately ex-
ecuted. On defense, that 
meant making sure the 
Hawks didn’t fi nd success 
running the football early. 

“We wanted to take 
away their zone read and 
then depending on the read 
we were able to get into a 
coverage we liked,” Hanks 
said, noting the prepara-

tion during the week was 
also a key. “We went out 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
in the monsoon and most 
teams didn’t know if  they 
could go outside. We were 
out there for two-and-a-
half  hours on Tuesday and 
the same thing on Wednes-
day.”

Thursday’s practice 
wasn’t as productive. “We 
didn’t get much done, the 
ball was completely water-
logged and the grass fi eld 
was soaked, plus every-
one was covered in fi lth. 
But we were focused and I 
think the weather actually 
helped us to button down 
and pay attention to the 
little details, which is where 
I think the game turned.”

BSM keeps perfect 
record in football
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There are only a few 
nice days remaining 
to enjoy softball in the 
sunshine at Edina’s 
Van Valkenburg Park. 
Above, 1-year-old Mad-
die Presthus of Edina, 
held by her dad Rob, 
seems confi dent that 
she’s ready to catch 
one of those big yellow 
softballs.

Throw it, 
I’ll catch it


