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ELECT CHRIS SWANSON  
Ward 3 City Councilor on February 11.
Vote for Credibility - Integrity - Commitment.
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Paid for by the Friends of Chris Swanson Committee, 402 3rd St. Cloquet, MN 55720  

Celebrate Valentine’s Day Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with dinner at Carmen’s!with dinner at Carmen’s!

Our Prime Rib Dinner 
is always an excellent choice!
Check our Facebook page 

for more Valentine’s Day Specials
Reservations are recommended.

1410 Prospect Ave. W., Cloquet 
(218) 879-1889

LOVE AT FIRST 
SIGHT

*Some exclusions apply. Cannot be combined with any other discount, offer or program. 

Aurora | Cloquet | Duluth Kenwood | Grand Rapids 
Moose Lake | North Branch | Superior | Two Harbors | West Duluth

Be — and be seen

30% OFF ALL FRAMES*

In Moose Lake, 218-485-8888 | In Cloquet, 218-879-5022 

Local delivery available to the Cloquet, 
Scanlon, Esko, Carlton and Wrenshall areas.

Across the street from “the train”
 in Cloquet at 305 Broadway Street

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. - Noon
218-879-6177218-879-6177
www.Skuteviks.com

Across the street from “the train”
 in Cloquet at 305 Broadway Street

Jody Acers
For the Pine Knot News

Some might say that 
communities are more 
divided than ever. But if 
you joined us last Saturday 
night at the Otter Creek 
Ballroom at Black Bear 
Casino & Resort, you 
would agree that we are 
completely united in one 
area: quality education for 
kids in Cloquet.

To look around the 
room at the 19th annu-
al Cloquet Educational 
Foundation’s Blue Jean Ball, 
you would see a very casual 
vibe — friends talking to 
friends, family members 
sitting together, people 
making new friends. It was 
really hard for me as CEF 
director to think of this 
gathering as a “money-rais-
ing” event. It felt more than 
that. � ere was a warmth 
and  a togetherness of 
shared goodwill, the feel of 
a real occasion rather than 
an event to support a cause. 

As  one of my prede-
cessors once commented, 
organizing the Blue Jean 
Ball is like “planning a 
wedding every year.” � e 
board of directors strives 
to create an evening that 
treats each ticket holder as 
a guest, welcoming them 
with hospitality for an 
evening of fun.

How many times in the 
year can you get nearly 400 
people to stand and declare 
“heads” (hands on head) or 

“tails” (hands on hips) and 
wait with bated breath for 
Del Prevost to � ip a coin. 
Or a play-by-play of the 
“Treasure Chest Game,” 
where one key opens up a 
chest of goodies, this year 
$300 worth.

Our DJ, Eric of Euphoric 
Entertainment, joined in 
the fun and played scaven-
ger hunt games for those 
who wanted a little more 
action, and for those who 
didn’t, we had a slideshow 
to enjoy before or a� er din-
ner. Really, the Blue Jean 
Ball has more of the feel of 
a birthday party.

My personal feeling 
about having a big event in 
the cold of winter is this: 
Our community craves a 
place where we can gather 
and just talk, laugh, enjoy 
a few fun games, share a 
meal, and do some good. 
We want to be joined to-
gether, and we are by some-
thing as simple as wanting 
great education in Cloquet. 

I am so proud of the 
board of directors of the 
CEF, the programs and 
initiatives that it funds, and 
the Blue Jean Ball. � ere 
are few times in the year 
where the community can 
get together for such a 
good cause, and this year 
the CEF raised more than 
$46,000 to support edu-
cation in Cloquet. It goes 
without saying that we 
are overwhelmed by the 
support of our community, 
the sponsors of the event 

— big and small — and the 
businesses and volunteers 
who simply said “yes.”

As I have said before, 
during, and now a� er the 
ball, I have no good words 
to express my gratitude and 
love of this community, es-
pecially our major sponsor 
— the Fond du Lac Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa 
and Black Bear Casino & 
Resort — other than “thank 
you.” What a night. Please 
join us next year.

Jody Acers is the director 
of the Cloquet Educational 
Foundation and a longtime 
volunteer with the organiza-
tion. Contact her at jacers@
isd94.org.

Annual Blue Jean Ball 
is a denim good time

Gina Painter, center, is congratulated by Heather Johnson, left, and Sheri Englund 
after Painter’s key turned the lock for the Treasure Chest Game. She won more than 
$300 worth of cash and prizes. Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News

The many volunteers for the Blue Jean Ball pose for a 
photo before the gala fundraising event began Satur-
day at the Black Bear Casino & Resort. 
Contributed photo

Tables at the ball are 
sponsored by and deco-
rated with goodies from 
businesses, many with 
elaborate or costly cen-
terpieces that one lucky 
person at the table can 
take home. Pictured wear-
ing Pine Knot newsprint 
hats are (clockwise from 
top left) Vicki Jarvi, Willa 
Hanson, Dawn Johnson, 
Wendy Meisner and Susie 
Meisner. Jana Peterson / 
Pine Knot News




