
By SHEILA MCCOY
Staff Writer

sheila.mccoy@mcrecord.com

 This is the third and final 
article in a series on foster 
care and adoption. 

 Currently, there are 50 foster 
care providers in Morrison Coun-
ty and with the increase of chil-
dren in need of services, more are 
needed. But there is a lot to think 
about before making the commit-
ment to foster or adopt a child, 
said Morrison County Social Ser-
vices Supervisor Melanie Erick-
son. 
 “To go from just being in the 
community to adopting or just 
even going into foster care is a very 
big step and a lot of people are not 
prepared for how challenging that 
can be,” she said. 
 Erickson said sometimes peo-
ple go into providing foster care 
with the mindset that all the chil-
dren need is love and that love 
heals everything. 
 While love and acceptance are 
important, Erickson said it is es-
sential for people to understand 
that healing cannot be rushed and 

doesn’t happen overnight. Healing 
occurs over a long period of time 
as trust and a solid routine are es-
tablished. The kind of trauma and 
the impact it had on the child can 
also determine whether they heal 
at all. 
 In addition, a child may suffer 
from fetal alcohol syndrome or 
other exposure to drugs that affect 
their development and response. 
 New foster parents may be 
discouraged when they don’t see 
a positive change fairly early and 
take it personally. 
 “There is a lot to overcome, 
so sometimes our foster parents 
feel that when they are unable to 
change a certain behavior right 
away that it is a reflection on them 
and that they are not doing a good 
enough job,” she said. “We have 
had foster care parents ask kids to 
leave their home because they feel 
they are not able to make a deep 
enough impact on the behavior. 

 We appreciate each of you as 
readers and members of the com-
munity our journalists cover every 
week. We know you are busy and 
we work hard to make sure we are 
providing you with news and in-
formation that has substance and 
meaning. But more than ever we 
depend on you to help support 
our effort to provide quality news 
coverage every week.
 Today, we are offering readers 
an opportunity to ensure that the 
news and information we publish 
each week continues reaching the 
community.
 Healthy news organizations are 
those that have strong community 
engagement, and the Morrison 
County Record is a great example 
of that.
 Every week, this newspaper re-
ceives valuable news and informa-
tion from readers and we appreci-
ate that relationship.
 When combined with the sto-
ries our editors and reporters gath-
er every day, and the messages our 
advertisers convey, this newspaper 
helps the community stay connect-
ed in a way that benefits everyone.
 Your voluntary subscription 
will help ensure the newspaper 
remains a vital part of the com-
munity and keeps the flow of in-
formation running.
 Many of our readers tell us 
they read each newspaper cover to 
cover, holding on to each issue un-
til the next one arrives. We’re sure 
there are quite a few of you who 
have newspaper clippings celebrat-

ing the special moments in your 
life and the experiences that help 
identify the community and make 
it unique. We love that, which is 
why we work hard to bring readers 
local news and information every 
single week.
 You might be wondering, “Will 
I still get the newspaper even if  I 
don’t contribute?” Those who cur-
rently receive the print edition will 
continue to do so. A voluntary 
subscription is just one way that 
people can support the newspaper.
 Local journalism isn’t cheap. 
We commit resources every day 
to attending city council meet-
ings, researching issues that affect 
students, business owners, seniors 
and home owners. We capture 
photos and video at local events, 
and follow the local high school 
team into the state tournament. 
Our reporters and editors dig into 
important local news, follow up 
with tough questions when war-
ranted and share the stories many 
of you have suggested to us.
 We’ve made it very easy to do-
nate. Simply mail in the enclosed 
envelope with a voluntary sub-
scription or go online at www.
mcrecord.com.
 We appreciate your support 
and thanks for being one of our 
valued readers.

— Sincerely, Mark Weber,
 APG of East Central 
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MORRISON COUNTY

 Record

Auctions ................................. 6F
Business ..................................8A
Courts/Crime ........................16A

Crossword/Soduko  ............... 2B
Education ............................... 2B
Entertainment ....................... 6B

Events .....................................2A
Obituaries .............................. 8B
Public Notices ......................10B

Recipes ................................... 2F
Religion .................................. 7B
Society/Arts ............................ 5B

Sports ...................................12A
Viewpoint ..............................6A
West Words ...........................6A

 Index

Scan the barcode 
to visit www.
mcrecord.com

Morrison County Record
216 SE First Street

Little Falls, MN 56345

320-632-2345 • LITTLE FALLS, MN • February 9, 2020 

Serving Morrison County and 
Surrounding Communities

PEOPLE: Tom West honored with prestigious journalism award ............Page 8A

COMMUNITY: Swanville moves forward to build new water tower  .... Page 11A

FEATURE: Pierz students find themselves through Metier program  ......Page 1B

  Volume 51, No. 49 www.mcrecord.com $1.50

Issues to consider before 
fostering or adopting

(Continued on Page 3A) (Continued on Page 2A)

 Photo courtesy of Stanley Musielewicz

A nap makes every day a good day
Daytime is nap time for the northern saw-whet owl. Stanley Musielewicz of Little Falls sent in this photo taken 
within the last couple of weeks in northern Morrison County. He said saw-whet owls are also known for remain-
ing perfectly still to avoid detection. They are year-round residents of this part of Minnesota, and feed on mice, 
small birds and insects in summer. It is one of the smallest owl species. 

Your voluntary subscription 
helps support local journalism

By AMANDA RASINSKI
Staff Writer

amanda.rasinski@mcrecord.com 

 With a gaping wound on her 
leg and a broken arm, 5-year-old 
Avery Amstutz called 911 and 
even walked up a hill to flag down 
a first responder in order to save 
her dad’s life.
 “I was calm when I called,” Av-
ery said.
 For her acts of bravery, Avery 
not only received an award from 
Sheriff Shawn Larsen and her 
elementary school, but was also 
granted the Life Saving Award by 
the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion (MSA) in December 2019.
 On Sept. 22, 2019, Avery and 
her father, Andrew, were in an 
ATV accident in Cushing Town-
ship. Avery called 911, as her fa-
ther was unconscious. 
 “Morrison County Dispatcher 
Amanda DeZurik took the call 
and she remained calm as she 
spoke with Avery to try to deter-
mine exactly what happened, what 
the injuries were and more impor-
tantly, where they were at,” Sher-
iff Larsen wrote in nominating 
DeZurik and Avery for the MSA 
2019 Life Saving Award. 
 Larsen wrote that the dis-

Avery’s bravery saves her dad’s life

(020920AveryAmstutz) Staff photo by Amanda Rasinski

Avery Amstutz, a kindergartner at Dr. S.G. Knight Elementary School in 
Randall, was honored with three awards from the sheriff, her school and 
the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association for her bravery in calling 911 after an 
ATV accident with her father. 
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nd training course information see your dealer or call the SVIA at 1-800-852-5344. ATVs and UTVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective
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NEW

3310 10th St. NE • Hwy 23 E. (Across from Rollie’s)
Sauk Rapids MN • 320-252-3373

www.bessersbikebarninc.com

• Ergonomic passenger seat
• 441 hp single cylinder, liquid
ccoooooollleeeddd 44 vvaallvvee eennggiinnee
• Newstronger framewith
increased towing capacityty
1000 lbs
• New12” alloywheels
• 2500 lbwinch

NTER PRICE
$6,599

• 41 hp single cylinder,
liquid cooled 4 valve engine
• Newstrongger ffrraammeewwiitthh
increased towing capacityyt
10000 llbbss
• New12” alloywheels
• 2500 lbwinch
•New4disc hydraulic
braking systeem

20220
FF EE® 000 OOUURRIINNG

22 00
CFFOORRCCCC 66 00

WINTER PRICE
$6,099

INFORMATION
RECORD DEADLINES:

Submitted news: 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday
Display ads: 3:00 p.m. on Thursday
Classified ads: 5:00 p.m. on Thursday

Too late to classify ads: 11:00 a.m. on Friday
Insert/Outsert Scheduling: 10:00 a.m. on Monday

Classified Procedures
We invite you to place your personal classified
ads over the telephone for your convenience.

320-632-2345 • 888-637-2345
ALL ADS MUST BE PRE-PAID

You can e-mail your classified ad
to us by going to mcrecord.com,

click on classifieds
Mail your ad to us using the classified
order form in the Section C of The

Morrison County Record or stop in to
our office at 216 1st St SE, Little Falls.
• Visa, Mastercard, Discover & Debit card accepted

E-MAIL: mcr@mcrecord.com

ADVERTISING POLICIES
RECORD RESPONSIBILITY FOR ERRORS: In the event an
error occurs, that is the fault of the Record, the responsibility
of the Record is limited to the space occupied by the error on
unproofed ads. Such claims must be made within one week of
publication. The Record shall not be liable for typographical
errors that do not lessen the value of an advertisement.
ADREFUSAL: The Record reserves the right to refuse or cancel
any classified ad, display ad or insert for publication or delivery.
PROPRIETARY RIGHTS; Unless otherwise agreed in writing,
the Record shall own all proprietary rights in advertising
produced by the Record for advertisers.

216 SE 1st St., Little Falls, MN 56345
320-632-2345 F: 320-632-2348

www.mcrecord.com
email: mcr@mcrecord.com

Published every Sunday and delivered by APG
East Central Minnesota to nearly 20,000 homes in
Morrison, Crow Wing, Todd, Benton, Stearns and Mille
Lacs Counties.
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Carmen Meyer
................... General Manager

Tena Wensman
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..............Distribution Manager
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Reaching every household
in Morrison County and

many surrounding counties.
Audited yearly by Certified
Audit of Circulations

(CAC).

Call
320-632-2271

FOR DELIVERY
RATES ON
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“We Deliver the Morrison County Record”
216 SE First St. Little Falls, MN 56345
Kathleen Shamp, Distribution Manager
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Lost, part Siamese male
cat w/blue eyes in the Pierz
Fish Lake area. Goes by
the name Scrappy, reward.
218-368-0382

MERCHANDISE

Antiques &
Collectibles

TJ’s Coin Currency and
Collectibles. We buy and
sell coins, currency, Lake
Superior agates, jewel-
ry, military items, an-
tiques and collectibles.
109 S. Main St., Pierz, MN.
10am-5:30pm, Tues.-Fri. &
10am-2pm Sat. Monday by
appointment only. Call Jer-
emy at 218-831-8706.

Wanted Coins, Private col-
lector paying cash for old
coins & currency. Honest/
knowledgeable; 40 yrs exp.
Greg, 651-245-2334

Household/
Furnishings

Appliances
· Maytag · Whirlpool,
· Frigidaire · Amana
Evans Implement

Randall, MN
320-749-2736

BEST SATELLITE
TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/

mo with 190 channels
and 3months free
premiummovie

channels! Free next
day installation!
Call 866-805-5424

Great Northern UN
CLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools.
923 South Benton Drive,
Sauk Rapids, MN 320-251-
2818

Landscaping/
Trees For Sale

Ace Trees & Nursery
Majestic Blue Spruce
Potted 2’ to 3’, $25 each

20” ball & basket, 4’ to 6’,
$75 each
30” ball & basket, 6’ to 8’,

$125 each
44” ball & basket, 8’ to 16’,

$225 each
Red Pine

ball & basket, 4’ to 6’, $75
each
ball & basket, 6’ to 8’, $125

each
White Pine

ball & basket, 4’ to 6’, $75
each
ball & basket, 6‘ to 8’, $125

each
Custom spading

& planting available.
320-468-6230

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Power wheel chair, free
with purchase of new bat-
teries. 218-429-0028

Stairway lift, used $1295
(new was $4425) 218-429-
0028.

Miscellaneous
Wanted

Buying and selling US
gold, silver, jewelry, dia-
monds, collector coins,
currency. Free appraisals.
United Gold & Silver, 218-

Outdoor
Equipment

Simplicity Snow
Throwers

Stihl and Snapper
Sales and Service
Arnies Log & Lawn
Downtown Rice
320-393-4240

RENTALS /
REAL ESTATE

Apartments/
Condos For Rent

1 BR apt., SE Little Falls,
$545 mo., includes heat,
water, sewer, garbage.
Laundry on site. Month to
month lease. Nonsmoking,
no pets. Call 320-733-8323.
Or visit www.beatyrentals.
com

2 BR apartment with 1
car garage in NW Little
Falls $725 a month, in-
cludes heat, water, sewer
& garbage. Laundry on
site. Month tomonth lease,
nonsmoking, no pets. Call
320-733-8323 or visit www.
beatyrentals.com

2 BR apt., $595/mo. Royal-
ton Oak Drive Apartments.
No pets, rent includes ga-
rage, heat, sewer, water
and garbage. Available
now. Call 218-851-9164

For Rent; 1 BR $485 + de-
posit & 2 BR $535 + deposit.
AvonLea Apts, Little Falls,
MN. 320-632-1591

Large 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Lease, references,
background check, income
verification. Laundry & ga-
rage included. All utilities
included except electric.
$725 rent, $725 damage
deposit. Call, text for appli-
cation 320-630-5844.

Little Falls, small 1 BR
apt., $485/ mo. Referenc-
es and background check
required, 320-360-1614 or
320-632-8534

Park Place Apartments,
505 2nd Ave. SE, Lit-
tle Falls (adjacent to St.
Mary’s Church). Rent in-
cludes heat/water, indoor
parking, trash, washer/
dryer. Electricity, phone,
cable TV not included.
Secure entry, large com-
munity room, elevator,
non-smoking, no pets.
$500 security deposit, $35
rent application fee. All
apartments 2 BR. Rent is
non-subsidized. 320-630-
6108 or 320-632-5918.

Park Place Apartments,
505 2nd Ave. SE, Lit-
tle Falls (adjacent to St.
Mary’s Church). Rent in-
cludes heat/water, indoor
parking, trash, washer/
dryer. Electricity, phone,
cable TV not included.
Secure entry, large com-
munity room, elevator,
non-smoking, no pets.
$500 security deposit, $35
rent application fee. All
apartments 2 BR. Rent is
non-subsidized. 320-630-
6108 or 320-632-5918.

Studio apt. for rent. Call
Deb for details. 320-584-

Townhomes/Dbls/
Duplexes For Rent

Pierz, 2 BR townhome,
new carpet, open floor
plan, lots of closets, in-
cludes cable TV, heat, wa-
ter, sewer & garbage. $855.
218-851-4687 or 218-851-
4686

Houses For Rent

Large 3 BR house, main
street Pierz, fenced in back
yard, 1 stall garage, $995.
Utilities paid by tenant.
218-851-4687 or 218-851-
4686

Royalton Park, 3 BR, 2
bath mobile home, $660 +
Dep. (same). Included: lot
rent, sewer, water & gar-
bage, sm. shed. No dogs.
Avail. immediately. 320-
515-9341, Bill.

Looking to sell those
unwanted items? Place an
ad in the Morrison County
Record Classifieds. Call
320-632-2345 or e-mail
mcr@mcrecord.com

Senior Rentals

A PLACE FOR
MOM has helped over
a million families find
senior living. Our trust-
ed, local advisors help
find solutions to your
unique needs at no cost
to you.

Call 1-866-372-5478

Storage
For Rent

CTS Storage
Commercial Storage

avail. 48x60 w/ 4 10x14
doors. Also Mini storage
available. 5x10, 10x10,
10x16, 10x18, 10x22, and
10x24, great rates! Call
320-360-0868

For rent: Mini storage,
outside storage and ware-
house space, various sizes,
available immediately,
Little Falls area. 320-632-
9294, 9am-5pm

Highway 27 Storage has
storage units available:
5x10, 10x10, 10x15, 10x20,
10x25. Newer facility, safe
and secure, 1/4 mile west
of Pierz across from Rich
Prairie Livestock. Call
Marvin Hoheisel, 320-632-
4988

Little Falls Mini Storage
has expanded. New units
available, 5x10, 10x10,
10x15, 10x20, 10x25. Now
24-hour security cameras.
Call Marvin Hoheisel, 320-
632-4988.

Royalton Mini Storage:
8’x40 dry and mice proof
storage, 320-266-2789

Soo Line Storage, LLC:
Located on 83rd Street &
Hwy. 10, north of Royalton.
6x10, 10x11, 10x20, 10x24
sizes available. Call Dawn
320-630-8493

Houses For Sale

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it
illegal to advertise “any
preference limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or an
intention, to make any
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination.”
Familial status includes
children under the age
of 18 living with parents
or legal custodians; preg-
nant women and people
securing custody of chil-
dren under 18.
This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain
of discrimination call
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The Toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 800-
927-9275

www.mcrecord.com
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Section B

o weeks due to complica-
tions from giving birth.

Quinn said because
de was unable to care for
die, she was adopted by

Richard and Helen Lambert
yalton.

Addie loved her horses
and dogs. She never mar-

she said.
yde married his second
, Susan Thompson,

within a year after Emma
had died. She and Clyde had

ee children, but after a
ears, Susan died, too.

“She was sick and was in
an institution for a while un-
til they brought her home,”
Quinn said.

Shortly afterward, the
couple found themselves in
the path of a raging torna-

“He had her covered up
otect her, but the tor-

nado took half the house.
She died later. Partially
because of being sick and
then because of injuries she

ed from the tornado,”
Quinn said.

yde’s third wife was

Quinn’s great-grandma,
Phoebe “Nellie” Rasnick.
He was married to her for
more than 20 years and they
had seven children.

But tragedy struck the
family in 1899, when their
youngest son, Ernest, got a
hold of a loaded gun and
was accidentally shot in the
heart.

“When something like
that happens, it either brings
you closer or tears you
apart. It tore them apart,”
Quinn said.

Clyde later married his
fourth wife, Charlotte Fors-
man. They had no children
together.

Over the years, Quinn
learned that Clyde had re-
ceived two medals because
of his service during the
Civil War. For many years,
it seemed they were lost to
Emma’s side of the family
after Clyde died. However,
after waiting for decades,
the medals were given to
Quinn — something that
meant the world to her.

ch leads to Civil War hero

Submitted photo

Henry S. Clyde served during the Civil War and was later
known quite well for his hard and honest work as a surveyor
in Morrison County.

www.mcrecord.com

We are your
community
news source
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By SHEILA MCCOY
Staff Writer

sheila.mccoy@mcrecord.com

One of the greatest as-
pects of researching family
history is that the researcher
never knows what he or she
will find around the next
corner. It was the same for
Pat Quinn of Little Falls,
who discovered that Henry
S. Clyde, a well-known sur-
veyor in Morrison County,
was her great-grandfather.

“He surveyed Highway
10 going up to Motley, sur-
veyed Pierz, Randall and
other cities. It was a lot of
fun seeing old records at the
courthouse, documents he
had sketched by hand,” she
said.

Quinn’s research of
her great-grandfather also
brought her back to the
Civil War era. Clyde enlisted
in July 1861 in Company D,
8th Iowa Infantry, but was
sent home three months
later. Having not yet turned
16, it was determined he was
too young to fight.

After he enlisted in Com-
pany K, 9th Iowa Infantry,
he was rejected by doctors
who told him he had con-
sumption and would not live
until he turned 20. However,
he proved them wrong.

Clyde ended up serving
in Company H.

“My first Army break-
fast at the Jefferson Bar-
racks in Missouri was
hardtack and coffee. The
crackers were very hard and
the boxes were marked B.C.
We thought they were made
before Christ,” Clyde said in
a personal recollection of
the events.

In 1862, Clyde became ill
with typhoid and was hos-
pitalized in New Port, Ky.
Once he was well enough,
he followed his battalion to
Memphis, Tenn. and joined
them in November 1862, he
said.

As General Grant sent
General W.T. Sherman
down the Mississippi River
with instructions to attack
Vicksburg, Miss. from the
front while Sherman sur-
prised the enemy from the
rear, Clyde and the other
men traveled onboard the
headquarter’s boat “Queen

of the West.”
Their commander was

Major Chase, a Mexican
War chaser who certainly
knew how to drink and
could some times be over-
bearing.

“ T h e
boys cut the
tail and the
mane off
of his horse
and stole his
whiskey,” he
said.

At the
battle of
Chickasaw Bayou, Dec. 29,
1862, several of his fellow
countrymen were killed or
injured. One was shot in the
right shoulder and arm and
another was shot in the leg.
Clyde, on the other hand,

was grazed by a bullet that
was strong enough to draw
blood.

“Our Company H lost
11 and we were relieved by
the 8thMissouri at dark,”he

said.
B e s i d e s

nearly freez-
ing to death
by Fort
Hindman in
A r k a n s a s ,
Clyde also
later lost one
of his shoes
in a battle, he

found a new, but used shoe
off of the foot of a dead per-
son.

In January 1863, Clyde
became sick again — this
time with pneumonia, but
once he was well enough, he

returned to the battlefield.
“One day in June we got

a flag of truce to bury the
dead. The dead lay thick on
the hillside where we had
charged and were so decom-
posed we could only throw
a few shovels of dirty over
them,” Clyde said.

After Clyde was dis-
charged March 18, 1865, he
started working as a station-
ary engineer in Pennsylva-
nia, contracting and build-
ing oil wells, for $50 per
month and board.

After meeting Emma
Mapes, the two married in
1870 and moved to Mor-
rison County in 1871. They
had four children, the last
two being twins, Addie and
Anna. However, Anna died
and Clyde’s wife died within

two w
tions fr

Quinn said because
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Family history research leads to Civil W

(011220-PatQuinn) Submitted photo

Pat Quinn, great-granddaughter of Henry S. Clyde, recently received the medals her great-
grandfather received for his service during the Civil War.

“When something
like that happens, it
either brings you

together or tears you
apart. It tore them

apart.”
—Pat Quinn

Henry S. Clyde served during the Civil W
known quite well for his hard and honest work as a surveyor
in Morrison County

By AMANDA RASINSKI
Staff Writer

amanda.rasinski@mcrecord.com

More than 50 people
gathered in secret, Mon-
day, to surprise Sister Julien
Dirkes to celebrate her 20
years of service for the Red
Cross.

“There aren’t words to
express our gratitude for the
important work she does.
It’s also impossible to say
how many lives she touched
over the years, but it has to
be tens of thousands,” said
Carrilyn Wiste, Red Cross
account manager.

Sister Dirkes, the sister
services coordinator at the
St. Francis Center of Little
Falls, walked unknowingly
into a room full of people,
followed by the surprise of
a cake, flowers and a framed
recognition award.

The surprise kicked off
the first day of the first
blood drive of the year for
Sister Dirkes.

“I hope you’re ready for
a good blood drive ‘cause it

Sister Julien honored
for 20 years of service
with Red Cross

respond to that call. I’m
just coordinating it a little
bit here. So thank you, it’s a
joy,” Sister Dirkes said.

Sister Dirkes focuses on
recruitment for the blood
drives, which she holds five
to six times a year. She’s
involved in coordination,
sending reminder cards, and
calling donors as well as
spreading awareness via ads
about upcoming drive dates.

“And, of course, the do-
nors say they’ll come if they
can have homemade cook-
ies, so we say, ‘We’ll provide
the cookies. If you’re going
to come, we’ll provide the
cookies,’” she said.

Wiste said she did a bit of
calculating and figured that
Sister Dirkes’ recruitment
efforts have collected over
20,000 units of blood and
impacted possibly 63,000
people, as just one unit of
blood can save up to three
lives.

Blood donations can
be broken down by need,
whether it’s plasma, plate-
lets or red blood cells
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W
community 
ne

By AMANDA RASINSKI
Staff Writer

amanda.rasinski@mcrecord.com

Snow removal and road condi-
tions were mentioned as common
complaints yet again at the Little
Falls City Council work session,
Monday.

At the previous meeting, on the
Dec. 16, 2019 council members
said there were several complaints
about snow and ice buildup on
roads. Themain reasons seemed to
be tight staffing and blade equip-
ment settings.

But this week, solutions strayed
from plowing procedures and
landed on parking regulations.

Council Member Leif Hanson
was the first to bring up the issue
of cars parking long term on the
roads. He said that he’s seen cars

in town that haven’t moved in days
and wondered what could be done.

Plow drivers can’t do anything
directly about a car on the side of
the road, but they can report it to
the Police Department, said Police
Chief Greg Schirmers.

“When it’s brought to our at-
tention, we definitely go deal with
it right away,” he said.

Many Little Falls streets have
24-hour parking, unless otherwise
noted, so residents may not see a
need to move their car, which if
parked long enough, can disrupt
road cleanup.

“I’d like to see us look at im-
plementing some kind of snow
emergency (parking). Not on ev-
ery street, but getting the cars off
of First Street, getting cars off of
Fourth Street, Sixth Street,” Han-

By SHEILA MCCOY
Staff Writer

sheila.mccoy@mcrecord.com

A recent survey showed resi-
dents in the Upsala area are in fa-
vor of bringing health care closer
to home.

Robert Harris III, community
and business specialist with the
Community and Economic Devel-
opment Associates (CEDA), pre-
sented the findings of the health
care assessment that was com-
pleted in December 2019 to the
Upsala City Council, Monday.

Harris said that in 2018, a com-
munity survey had identified that
the development of an assisted liv-
ing facility in Upsala as a priority
for the community.

While several builders have
committed to building the facility,
including a medical clinic, Mayor

Rollie Johnson said none are will-
ing to move forward unless the city
secures a medical provider who is
willing to lease, operate and staff
the medical clinic.

Johnson said the results of the
health care assess-
ments may help
persuade medical
providers to pro-
vide a service in
the city.

Harris said
nearly 500 surveys
were mailed to
residents within
and outside city
limits to get a
good representative sample of
what people in the community
want. Addresses were obtained
through the Upsala School Dis-
trict’s mailing list and additional
surveys were distributed at com-

munity events and church services.
Residents also had the opportu-
nity to pick up the survey at City
Hall.

“Nearly 200 of those surveys
were returned, which is a fantastic

response rate.
National aver-
age is 13-15%,”
Harris said.

Whi le
91.8% of Up-
sala residents
said they were
interested in
bringing health
care services to
Upsala, 8.2%

said they were not.
Of those who responded,

53.3% were residents of Upsala
and 46.7% lived outside the city
limits. The majority, 40.6%, had
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(011220-Firstbaby) Staff photo by Terry Lehrke

First baby born at St. Gabriel’s is also first born for parents
Michelle Lashinski and Alex Krautkremer of Bowlus welcomed their first child — Cammilynn Dianne Krautkremer Friday, Jan. 3, 2020. Cammilynn,
who weighed 7 pounds, 2 1/2 ounces and was 20 inches long, was the first baby born at CHI St. Gabriel’s Hospital in 2020, although that wasn’t the
original plan. Michelle had problems with high blood pressure and the plan was to induce labor Dec. 23, 2019, but it didn’t work. So, then, another
try Dec. 26, 2019, also failed. Finally, Jan. 2, 2020, things got underway, but by Friday, Jan. 3, it was clear Cammilynn wasn’t coming into the world
without some more help, so a cesarean section was performed. Alex said he was happy that mom and baby were both healthy and happy. Cammi-
lynn’s grandparents are Duane and Dianne Lashinski and Charles “Chip” and Paulette Krautkremer

Survey says most residents in and
near Upsala want local health care

“I think it was very
helpful to know the
needs and where the

community stands when
it comes to bringing
health care to town.”

—Mayor Rollie Johnson

By AMANDA RASINSKI
Staff Writer

amanda.rasinski@mcrecord.com

Morrison County provides
snow removal services to approxi-
mately 720 miles of County Roads
and County State Aid Highways
with a large fleet of tandem trucks.

The county normally budgets
to replace one of those trucks each
year, however, this year the Board
has approved a request to pur-
chase three used trucks in place of
one new one.

Steve Backowski, public works
director, said that the three used
trucks would be extensively in-
spected and would come better
equipped for snow and ice control
than some of the county’s older
trucks.

“I really feel confident that the
units we’re getting will be good
units that we can keep in our fleet
for a number of years,” he said.

Purchasing one new truck
could cost around $250,000, while
a used truck may cost closer to
$80,000 a piece. Backowski said
the used trucks will likely be from
2010, an improvement, as the old-
est truck in the fleet is from 2000
and 10 of them are older than
2010.

This winter, constituent com-
plaints about road conditions were
topics discussed at both the Little
Falls City Council meeting and the
County Board meeting.

Backowski said the three used
plows can improve services for res-
idents in storm situations because

County to
replace
outdated
snow plows

Continued complaints spark
Council to discuss new parking
regulations in Little Falls
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By LIZ VERLEY
Correspondent

 Forty-six property own-
ers who will be affected 
by the proposed Cedar/
Driftwood streets project in 
Royalton signed a petition 
urging the Council to recon-
sider the curb, gutter, drain 
tile and additional portion 
of the project. 
 The petition states, “We 
feel it adds unwarranted ex-
pense to a project that is al-
ready a financial burden to 
the property owners affected 
and the price will far exceed 
the market value increase to 
the property.”
 The petition was present-
ed to the Council Tuesday, 
by resident Mary Gutzkow, 
who said, “We strongly en-
courage you as a Council 
to consider our concerns as 
you discuss this project in 

your planning meetings.”
 Gutzkow said she had 
been in contact with Attor-
ney Kevin Toskey from the 
League of Minnesota Cities 
who sent her information on 
special assessments and the 
legal requirements that must 
be met.
 Informa-
tion provid-
ed by Toskey, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Gutzkow, 
includes that 
the land re-
ceives a spe-
cial benefit 
from the im-
provement; 
the assess-
ment does not exceed the 
special benefit measured by 
the increase in market value 
due to the improvements; 
and the assessment is uni-
form as applied to the same 

class of property in the as-
sessed area. 
 As required by Minne-
sota statutes, a special as-
sessment that exceeds the 
special benefit is a taking of 
property without fair com-
pensation and violates the 

14th amend-
ment of the 
United States 
Constitution.
 “We ask 
that when 
considering 
this project 
to please keep 
these things 
in mind,” 
G u t z k o w 
said. 

 She also told the Coun-
cil that they had consulted 
with Attorney Sam Calvert 
and Assessor Julie Kalahar, 
“Who have advised us to 
bring this petition and our 

concerns to you and that 
they are willing to repre-
sent us and assess our prop-
erty to determine change in 
our property value, if  any, 
should it become necessary. 
Another concern expressed 
was since the sewer system 
isn’t being addressed in this 
project, will they be looking 
at a future special assess-
ment,” she said.
 Gutzkow ended her 
presentation by thanking 
council members who had 
returned her calls and taken 
time to listen to her con-
cerns.
 No response was given 
by the Council. The item 
was not on the agenda but 
was presented during the 
public comment time at the 
beginning of the meeting.

Issues to consider 
before fostering

(Continued from Page 1A)
That’s why having that edu-
cation and exposure ahead 
of being a foster parent is 
important.”
 Erickson said the major-
ity of foster parents who 
have been successful started 
out in small ways and were 
exposed to children with 
special needs. By getting 
involved on a smaller scale, 
they are also able to find out 
what is truly right for their 
own family dynamic. 
 One way those who are 
considering becoming fos-
ter parents or adopting a 
child can prepare is to first 
become a mentor with the 
Kinship of Morrison Coun-
ty. 
 Mentors are volunteers 
whose role is that of a friend 
and a role model to the 
youth. Individuals, 18 and 
older, married couples and 
families can apply to be-
come mentors. 
 Once they have attended 
an orientation meeting and 

have gone through the ap-
plication process success-
fully, which includes a back-
ground check, a reference 
check and an interview with 
Kinship staff, the search for 
a “match” be-
gins. Mentors 
are matched 
by gender 
and shared 
interests. 
 M e n t o r s 
commit to 
spending a 
minimum of 
four hours per month with 
their “Kinkid,” engaging in 
activities that cost nothing 
or very little. The commit-
ment lasts for a year at a 
time, but can be renewed an-
nually. 
 “Thinking about being 
a Kinship mentor prior to 
being a foster parent would 
be an excellent way to start 

with that exposure because 
if  you’re involved in Kin-
ship, many times you bring 
those kids into your fam-
ily situation, too,” Erickson 
said. “You do things togeth-

er and you 
can see how 
your own 
kids react to 
that because 
if  you’re 
t h i n k i n g 
about being a 
foster parent, 
it is also im-

portant to think about your 
own family, what your own 
kids experience and what 
that might be like.”
 Erickson also reminds 
people that there are other 
ways to support children 
who are in foster care with-
out becoming a foster par-
ent. 
 “There are still a lot of 

things you can do that are 
important. We have a num-
ber of foster kids and adopt-
ed kids living in the commu-
nity and kids who are with 
families that are seriously 
mentally ill. All of those 
families need support,” she 
said. 
 Sometimes families need 
a break, which is where 
respite care can come in 
handy. Erickson said there 
are two forms of respite 
care — formal and infor-
mal. While formal respite 
care requires a license and 
certain guidelines to be met, 
informal is not as strict — it 
can be anyone a parent or 
guardian simply feels com-
fortable with and whom can 
provide the family with ex-
tra support. 
 For more information, 
people can call (320) 632-
2951.

“We strongly 
encourage you as a 
Council to consider 
our concerns as you 
discuss this project 
in your planning 

meetings.”
— Mary Gutzkow

“... having that 
education and 

exposure ahead of 
being a foster parent 

is important.”
— Melanie Erickson

 

  

Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020
• Sunny Zwilling Memorial ICE Fest, Green Prairie Fish Lake, 
 12636 Forest Road, Little Falls, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
• Family afternoon of skiing and snowshoeing, Pierz Park and Golf
 Course, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
• Free gospel and bluegrass concert featuring Kingery Family,
 Pierz Healy High Performing Arts Center, 5:45 p.m. – 8 p.m.
• AA meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue Northwest, Little Falls, 
 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call (320) 632-1875 for information. 
• Hotline for AA meetings, 24-hour assistance, (320) 202-1895. 
 
Monday, Feb. 10, 2020
• Employment Enterprises Inc. Board meting, 307 Ninth Ave. NW, 
 Little Falls, 5:30 p.m.
• AA and Al-Anon meetings, Motley United Methodist Church, 
 8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
• AA and Al-Anon meetings and prayer service, 
 St. Michael’s Catholic Church, Motley, 7 p.m.
• AA meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue Northwest, Little Falls, 
 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call (320) 632-1875 for information.
• Separated/Divorced Support Group, Caritas Family Services, 
 St. Cloud, 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• Bone Builders class, Little Falls Senior Center, 9:30 a.m.
• RSVP Bone Builders class, Pierz Villa, 1 p.m.
• Courage to Change AA group, First United Church, Little Falls, 
 7:30 p.m. 
• Disordered Eating Support Group, St. Gabriel’s Hospital, Little Falls, 
 6 p.m.
• The Morrison County Salvation Army Board, historic courtroom, 
 second floor, Historic Courthouse, Little Falls, 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020
• Nitrogen Smart Workshop by U of M Extension, Cass Gilbert
 Depot, Little Falls, 9 a.m.
• Central Lakes College Music Department’s winter concert, Chalberg
 Theatre, CLC Brainerd campus, 7:30 p.m.
• Al-Anon meetings, Shepherd of the Pines Church, Rice, 6 p.m.
• Al-Anon meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue, NW, Little 
 Falls, noon to 1 p.m. 
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly, (TOPS #0307), Bethel Lutheran Church, 
 Little Falls, 5:30 p.m. 
• Communal Prayer for Vocations, Sacred Heart Chapel, St. Francis
  Convent, Little Falls, 12:15 p.m. - 1 p.m.
• Gamblers Anonymous meeting, Onamia, call (320) 532-5067 or 
 (320) 630-2416. 
• AA Big Book meeting, Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue, Little Falls, 8 p.m. 
• Absolute Narcotics Anonymous, The First Presbyterian Church, 
 373 Fourth Ave., St. Cloud, 7:30 p.m.
• Morrison County Food Shelf, 912 First Ave. SW, Little Falls, 
 open 10 a.m. - noon.
• Suicide Loss Support Group, Catholic Charities Center for Life 
 Transitions, Sauk Rapids, 7 p.m., (320) 529-0427.
 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020
• Secular Franciscans meet, St. Otto’s Center, Little Falls, 5 p.m.
• Food distribution, Bethany Lutheran Church, Ramey, 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
• Mass with “Anointing of the Sick,” Holy Trinity Church,
 Royalton, 3:15 p.m.
• 55-plus driver discount four-hour refresher program, Initiative 
 Foundation, 405 First St. SE, Little Falls, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Community coffee, Little Falls Care Center, 1200 First Ave. NE, 
 Little Falls, signs to room will be posted, 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
• Bone Builders class, Little Falls Senior Center, 9:30 a.m.
• AA meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue Northwest, Little Falls,
  10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call (320) 632-1875 for information. 
• Serenity Seekers, AA meeting, Motley Free Methodist Church, 
 behind Dave Doll’s, noon.  
• Adult Bible Study, Assembly of God Church, Little Falls, 7 p.m.
• National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) support group, Our Place, 
 606 Front St., Brainerd, 7:30 p.m. 
• Circle of Parents, Little Falls TCC Site, 501 LeMieur St., 
 4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
• Women in Recovery, United Free Methodist Church, Motley, noon. 
 Call (218) 575-2611 for more information. 
• Morrison County Food Shelf, 912 First Ave. SW, Little Falls, 
 open 10 a.m. - noon. 
• Emotions Anonymous Support Group, John Paul II Center, behind 
 Our Lady of Lourdes Church in west Little Falls, 9:30 a.m. 
 For information, call (320) 630-2697.
• Open AA meeting, Drop In Center, 120 Bdwy. E., Little Falls, 
 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. Call (320) 632-7817.
• “Between the Covers” book group meeting, Upsala Public Library, 
 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
• American Legion meeting #341, City Hall in Pierz, 8 p.m. 
• Support for a Better You, Drop In Center, 120 Bdwy. E., Little Falls, 
 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020
• Valentine’s Day Party, Little Falls Senior Center, music at 2:30 p.m.,
 meal at 5 p.m.
• AA meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue Northwest, Little Falls, 
 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call (320) 632-1875 for information. 
• Al-Anon meeting, St. Gabriel’s Hospital, Healy Room, 815 Second 
 St. SE, Little Falls, 7 p.m.
• Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS #1679) meeting, Rose Room, 
 St. Gabriel’s Hospital, Little Falls, 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
• Share-A-Meal, First Lutheran Church, Little Falls, 6 p.m.
• RSVP Bone Builders class, Pierz Villa, 1 p.m.
• A 12-step recovery group for criminals and gang members, Royal Cafe, 
 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
• Morrison County Food Shelf, 912 First Ave. SW, Little Falls, open 
 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
• Celebrate Recovery, Living Hope Church, 17389 Haven Road, Little 
 Falls. Fellowship begins at 6 p.m., meetings at 6:30 p.m. 
• National Alliance on Mental Illness of Minnesota (NAMI-MN), meets 
 at Our Place, 606 Front St., Brainerd, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 14, 2020 
• Happy Valentine’s Day!
• Tae Guk Kwan Do, from 4 p.m. - 
 5 p.m. at Independent Lifestyles Inc., 
 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids, 
 (320) 267-7717.
• AA meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth 
 Avenue Northwest, Little Falls, 
 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call for more information.

Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020
• AA meeting at Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue Northwest, Little Falls, 
 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call (320) 632-1875 for more information.

What’s happening
this week ...
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Royalton Council asked to reconsider 
scope of Cedar/Driftwood street projects
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