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enforcement and 
asked the sheriff if 
the conversation could 
continue via phone.

“Is there a place or a 
number where individuals 
can reach you to ask some 
questions? I think there’s 
a good dialogue going on 
and I think it needs to 
continue,” Sumner said.

Beitel said that his 
number is on their 
Facebook page, and 
he also gave it out to 
those involved in the 
discussion. Anyone who 
wishes to contact Sheriff 
Beitel can reach him at 
(218) 333-4136.

Mastin answers 
community questions

Bemidji Police Chief 
Mike Mastin addressed 
local business owners 
during a Business Round 
Table meeting held via 
Zoom on Thursday.

Mastin answered 
questions about the 
dumpsters found in the 
downtown area, what 
can be done to protect 
property, how business 
owners should prepare 
and how the Bemidji 
Police Department 
handles threats.

He briefly recounted the 
events of last week.

“We react based on 
information, and last 
week it really evolved,” 
he said. “When I left here 
on Friday night, there 
were no concerns.”

“It rapidly grew 
Saturday morning, to the 
point that we did put out 
a mutual aid request and 
asked for extra officers,” 
Mastin said.

Mastin said the mutual 
aid response was smaller 

than it 
might 
have been 
in other 
situations, 
because all 
hands are 
on deck in 
Minneapolis.

“It was 
really spread thin,” 
he said. “There was 
a coordinated effort 
by people to cause 
chaos across northern 
Minnesota last week.”

Dumpster questions
Business owners 

pressed Mastin for more 
information regarding 
the dumpsters filled with 
flammable materials.

He said he could not 
answer the majority of 
their questions – where 
were they found, who 
found them, how many 
were there – but he did 
tell them the concern was 
legitimate.

“It is part of an 
investigation and I can’t 
talk about that,” he said.

Mastin said Waste 
Management was called 
in to clear out the 
dumpsters, and that 
he spoke directly with 
a Waste Management 
employee who told him 
they smelled gas in a 
dumpster.

Some business owners 
raised concerns about 
the legitimacy of the 
dumpster complaints, 
which Mastin did not 
entertain.

“Just the idea that this 
is a conspiracy that this 
didn’t happen – and I’ll 
be blunt – pisses me off,” 
he said. “If I can’t believe 
a Waste Management 
employee, we’re in a 
really bad place.”

He said he did not 
personally search the 
dumpster due to time 
constraints, but that he 

trusts the descriptions he 
was given. “Dumpsters 
are a target during 
demonstrations, they 
absolutely are,” he added.

Waste Management 
response

Waste Management 
manager of government 
affairs, Julie Ketchum, 
said the dumpsters were 
investigated due to a 
report from the City of 
Bemidji.

Ketchum said six 
dumpsters with 
accelerants were found, 
all around the downtown 
area.

The dumpsters were 
filled with flammable 
materials and seemed to 
include makeshift wicks 
made from socks soaked 
in gasoline.

They “likely would’ve 
caused significant 
damage,” if the materials 
were to catch fire, she 
said. “We were directed 
by (Beltrami) County 
to take the materials 
to a site that they had 
approved.”

She and Mastin both 
said as a precautionary 
measure, the dumpsters 
would be emptied ahead 
of this weekend.

“There is a plan to 
clean out the dumpsters 
Saturday morning, so that 
there’s no material there 
to burn,” she said. “Our 
focus will remain on the 
downtown area.”

Looking ahead
Mastin said he is in 

full support of protesters 
being able to exercise 
their First Amendment 
rights to peacefully 
assemble.

“I’m a staunch believer 
in the First Amendment,” 
he said. “You should be 
able to demonstrate, you 
should be able to air your 
grievances, that’s our 

Constitution.”
Mastin addressed 

questions regarding a 
preparedness plan for the 
upcoming weekend, as 
another demonstration is 
scheduled for Saturday.

“The host group for 
Saturday’s event, I 
personally don’t have 
any concerns for them,” 
he said. “I think they 
are going to have a good 
event, I think they are 
going to stay where they 
say they’re going to stay 
– in the park.”

“I’m just afraid a 
bit about instigators 
that want to interject 
themselves that aren’t 
really part of this group,” 
he added.

Mastin recommended 
that business owners 
take steps to protect their 
property regardless. He 
suggested boarding up 
windows and removing 
tools that could be used to 
destroy property, such as 
bricks or flower pots.

“I think we should be 
planning for something 
bigger,” he said. 
“Everyone should take 
steps to protect their 
property.”

Mastin said that this is 
why the Law Enforcement 
Center was boarded up, as 
a precautionary measure, 
because the city cannot 
afford to lose essential 
functions like the 911 
dispatch center.

He reminded business 
owners that Minnesota is 
not a ‘Stand Your Ground’ 
state, and therefore they 
cannot use deadly force to 
protect their property.

After addressing 
citizens’ concerns, both 
Beitel and Mastin said 
they hoped to continue 
an open dialogue with the 
public.

Hannah Olson is a multimedia 
reporter with the Pioneer. She can be 

reached at (218) 333-9790.
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unrestrained wilderness, 
then there’s bound to be a 
nearby hiking opportunity 
for you, too.

So, if you’re looking 
for a sign to get out on 
the trail, look no fur-
ther. Here’s a small taste 
of what Bemidji and its 
surrounding areas have to 
offer both the novice and 
experienced hiker.

Itasca State Park
Itasca is Minnesota’s 

oldest state park, having 
been established in 1891. 
It totals more than 32,500 
acres and has more than 
100 lakes, which makes it 
a premiere hiking desti-
nation for those looking to 
experience the preserved 
beauty of the Northwoods.

The park has a variety 
of trails to match individ-
ual needs and skill levels 
and has six miles of paved 
trails that hikers can share 
with cyclists.

Mississippi Headwaters 
Trail: The trail is 0.5 miles 
with multiple loops, and 
the first quarter-mile of 
trail is along the river and 
offers views across Lake 
Itasca. This is an excellent 
hike for those interested in 
birding.

Dr. Roberts Trail: The 
trail is a two-mile loop, and 
hikers can travel through 
a bog, visit Old Timer’s 
Cabin, and climb a ridge 
overlooking Lyendeck-
er Lake. This is a great 
hike for those interested 
in wildflower photography.

Ozawindib, Red Pine, 
and Deer Park Trails Loop: 
If you’re looking for more 
of a challenge, this trail is 
for you. Depending on the 
route you take, you can 
easily hike anywhere from 
five to 10 miles. Although 
you’ll be trudging up steep 
sections of trail along the 
way, the path takes you 
through a mix of pine, 
birch, maple and aspen, 
as well as various wild-
flowers.

Lake Bemidji State Park
The result of the last 

stage of glaciation in 
Minnesota, Lake Bemi-
dji State Park offers two 
miles of wheelchair acces-
sible trails, one mile of 
self-guided trail and 11 
miles of easy to moderate 
trails that take you through 
areas of maturing pine, 
aspen and hardwoods.

Bog Walk Trail: This trail 
is 1.25 miles one-way and 
takes hikers along a wind-

ing boardwalk through 
a spruce/tamarack bog. 
While on the boardwalk, 
hikers can view some of 
the bog’s more unusual 
plants, such as the carniv-
orous insect-eating pitch-
er plants.

Rocky Point Trail: This 
trail is a 1-mile loop, and it 
takes hikers to an overlook 
that is the highest point on 
Lake Bemidji. When mak-
ing your way back, hik-
ers can take a self-guided 
interpretive trail through a 
maple/basswood forest.

Paul Bunyan State Trail: 
Although the park only has 
1.3 miles of paved trails, 
it doesn’t mean your hike 
has to be short. These 
trails connect with the Paul 
Bunyan State Trail, which 
is the longest of Minneso-
ta’s state trails.

Old Logging Trail: This 
2.75-mile loop is consid-
ered the challenging trail 
of the bunch. Longer than 
the rest, the trail carries 
hikers to the far reaches 
of the park, taking them 
up and down various hills 
along the way.

Other trails  
around Bemidji

Movil Maze Loop: 
Located approximately 5 

miles north of Bemidji, 
the Movil Maze Recre-
ation Area has a 1.6 mile 
loop trail that is great for 
most skill levels. The trail 
offers a number of activity 
options, from horseback 
riding, hiking, sightseeing 
and mountain biking.

Three Island Park North 
Trail: Located approxi-

mately 12 miles north of 
Bemidji on Three Island 
Lake, Three Island Park 
features a 3-mile low traf-
fic trail that offers lake 
views and appeals to near-
ly all skill levels.

Bria Barton is a Travel and Tourism 
reporter for Forum Communications 
Co. She can be reached at (218) 333-

9798.
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