


consumers to use every 
drop of product from 
their pump bottles, 
such as large shampoo 
containers or hand soap. 
The Vossens sell their 
new invention in a three-
pack, a cap to fit small, 
medium and large bottles.

“We haven’t found a 
bottle they won’t work 
with,” Vossen-Henslin 
said.

Verso-Cap isn’t the first 
time they have created 
something and marketed 
it. They own Ductcap 
and KZ Sales, both of 
which manufacture duct 
work coverings, another 
invention of Vossen and 
Vossen-Henslin.

“We’ve been doing it 
for 15 years now,” Vossen 
said.

It was because of their 
experience and success 
with Ductcap that they 
knew they could do it 
again with Verso-Cap. 
The couple have been 
through all the steps 
before.

“We’re not intimidated 
by it,” Vossen said.

When they first started 
brainstorming about what 
would become Verso-Cap, 
the couple looked at ways 
to change the bottle itself, 
but quickly came to the 
realization that was too 
big of a project.

“It would have been far 
too expensive to redesign 
all the bottles,” Vossen-
Henslin said.

Instead they focused 
on creating a new cap 
that would allow people 
to squeeze the remaining 
product out of the bottle 
without the use of the 
pump.

Even that was a big 
challenge, since bottles 
can have different neck 
sizes and thread patterns. 
Instead of being able to 
invent a one-size-fits-all 
top, the Vossens created 
three different sizes. They 
also needed to find the 
right design and material 
to use.

“I think we had about 

five failures,” Vossen 
said.

The first step in 
bringing Verso-Cap 
to life was creating 
the prototype. They 
turned to John Wells 
of Wellstronics3D, a 
3D-printing operation in 
Inver Grove Heights.

“A terrific guy to work 
with,” Vossen said.

“He never rolled his 
eyes at us once,” Vossen-
Henslin added.

Once they finally landed 
on a design that worked, 
which allowed the 
product to be squeezed 
out but not leak out 
when not in use, it was 
on to the next step. They 
brought the schematics 
to H&S Specialties Inc., 
a Glenwood company 
that creates products 
using custom, precision 
injection molds.

Funding the injection 
mold step of the 
process was a learning 
experience. It costs more 
than $15,000 to create 
the mold for the product. 
At first they attempted 
a Kickstarter campaign, 
but ultimately financed it 
themselves.

They had complete 
control over the product 
and self-funding also 
allowed them to go at 
their own speed, to make 
sure it was all done the 
way they wanted.

“We’ve had fun doing it 
so far,” Vossen said.

The first 1,000 Verso-
Cap sets came off the 
manufacturing line this 
past August.

So far the Vossens have 
sold the Verso-Cap at a 
few arts and crafts fairs, 
as well as online at www.
verso-cap.com. Word 
has started to spread and 
they are getting return 
customers. In 2020 
they’re already lined up to 
participate in shows up in 
Duluth and in Shakopee. 
Vossen-Henslin also 
plans to increase their 
marketing in the coming 
months.

“Next year, by 
Christmas, we’ll be able 
to hit that hard,” Vossen-
Henslin said,

The goal is to expand 

the product’s reach 
nationwide. They would 
also like to see the 
product in salons and 
other beauty companies.

“I think we could see 
some decent growth,” 
Vossen said.

Everything having to 
do with the Verso-Cap 
from its invention to its 
packaging is done right in 
Minnesota. The couple’s 
patent attorney is in the 
Twin Cities and students 
at Willmar Public Schools 

complete the packaging 
process. And like any 
good Minnesotan, they 
have a certain 12-day 
get-together in their 
sights.

“Eventually we would 
like to get into the State 
Fair,” Vossen-Henslin 
said.
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National Summary: A puddle of cold air will pivot 
southeastward from the Great Lakes to the Northeastern states 
today. Snow will fall from the eastern Great Lakes region to 
northern New England, while locally blinding snow squalls are 
forecast from the central Great Lakes to the central Appalachians. 
Dry air will take over across the northern Plains and extend to the 
mid-Atlantic and southern New England. Aside from rain showers 
in South Florida, much of the rest of the Eastern and Central 
states can expect some sunshine. Rain will fall on the coastal 
Northwest.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019
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What’s happening? 
Do you know of something 

that might make a good story 
or photograph for the news-
paper? Just give us a call at 
320-235-1150. 

Corrections
If you have a question about 

accuracy of information in a 
news story, please call the 
news department at 320-235-
1150. 

If any corrections are nec-

essary, they will be published 
here. 

Lottery results
Winning numbers drawn 

Monday night are:
Daily 3: 7-2-8
Gopher 5: 4-18-25-28-39
Northstar Cash: 1-6-13-15-25
Lucky for Life: 4-15-34-40-47
Lucky ball: 16

For more information, go to 
mnlottery. com.

TODAY’S INFO
Quality 55+ Rentals

•  Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom 
Rental Apartments

• Exercise, Library & 
   Guest Room
• On-site 
   Maintenance

• Attached Garages
• Elevator
• Smoke Free
• Secure Access
• Community Room
• Laundry Hook-ups

STERLING MANOR 
APARTMENTS

320-235-2685
501 28th Ave., Willmar

•   One-Level 1 & 2 
Bedroom Apartments 
with Individual Patios

• Private Gardens
• Attached Garages
• Free Laundry

• Library, Pool Table &  
   Guest Room
• Secure Access
• Smoke Free
• Community Room
• Free Basic Cable

WESTVIEW VILLAGE 
PATIO HOMES

320-235-2600
1425 19th Ave. SW, Willmar

Largeselection of like new phones!

Inside CashWise by Self Checkouts!

320-444-6421

is now

Your 
confidence 

helps us  
rise to new 

heights

145 Lake Ave. N, Spicer  
1425 1st Street S, Willmar

Find furniture, decor, 
accessories, & gifts.

DECOR AND MORE

3272 South Hwy 71, Willmar, MN 56201 • 320-235-2318
FurniturePlusDecorandMore.com   

 Visit us on Facebook  
Store Hours: Monday - Friday 10am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am - 5pm Sunday Closed

$399  
starting Queen Mat  

10 Year warranty
REG PRICE $799

Ranked #1 on  
GoodBed.com

Jaclyn Carlson Van Lith, DVM
Kathleen Jost, DVM 
Paul Syverson, DVM

170 Hwy. 9 NW | Benson, MN 56215 
820 W 5th St | Morris, MN 56267 | (320)368-2689
hhvetservice@fedtel.net | www.hhvetservice.com

DOCTORS:

 H & H 
Veterinary

 Service

For All Your 
Veterinarian Needs

(320) 842-5960

Melissa Nelson, DVM
Isabelle Eid, DVM

 H & H 
Veterinary

 Service
New

BUY 2 GET 1 BUY 2 GET 1 
HALF OFFHALF OFF

all skin care & make-up productsall skin care & make-up products

Glowing Together

320-905-6421•www.glowbyj.shop

INVENTIVE
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Photos by Erica Dischino / West Central Tribune
Steve Vossen speaks about the Verso-Cap product created by him and his wife, Julia Vossen-Henslin.

The Verso-Cap was created to retrieve the last of the 
liquid product from the bottom bottles at the end of their 
use. The cap package comes with three bottle sizes: 
small, medium and large.


