
adequate basic needs – 
food, clothing, shelter.

Olson, a child 
protection supervisor, 
said the majority of 
child protection services 
cases involve neglect. 
She also mentioned 
other circumstances that 
could be considered child 
abuse, such as drinking 
and driving with a child 
in the vehicle, or a child 
living in circumstances 
deemed unfit, such as a 
filthy living enviroment 
that could cause illness, 
or even living in a house 
where the adults are 
hoarders.

In 2015, the state of 
Minnesota implemented 
guidelines all child 
protection workers 
are required to use to 
determine whether child 
abuse has occurred. The 
nearly two-inch-thick 
booklet is used by the 

Child Protection Screening 
Team in Douglas County 
to screen in or screen out 
the reports they receive, 
said Laurie Bonds, the 
county’s social services 
director.

When an advocate at 
Someplace Safe learns 
of possible child abuse, 
they report it to child 
protection services. All 
advocates are considered 
mandated reporters, said 
Someplace Safe Director 
Susan Keehn.

“If someone discloses 
something about child 
abuse, our role is to take 
the information and either 
report it to social services, 
or law enforcement if 
it’s after hours,” said 
Keehn. “It is not our job 
to investigate it. That’s 
for social services and law 
enforcement officers.”

People who come 
in regular contact 
with children, such 
as educators, medical 
professionals and many 
others, are mandated by 
the state to report any 

suspicion of child abuse. 
Mandated reporters can 
face consequences if 
child abuse was highly 
suspected and not 
reported, said Olson.

Keehn said she and the 
advocates at Someplace 
Safe will report any 
concerns they have and 
not second-guess their 
suspicions.

Some areas of child 
abuse are not always 
clear cut, however. When 
it comes to emotional 
harm, Keehn said it can 
sometimes get a little 
gray.

“If a parent calls a child 
lazy, it may not be child 
abuse,” she said. “But 

if that parent constantly 
says it and puts the child 
down, then yes, it can be. 
I will report it if I have 
any concerns. That is the 
whole reason we exist, to 
keep our children safe.”

Keehn said of the 138 
children served through 
Someplace Safe in its last 
fiscal year, almost half 
– 48% – were age 12 or 
younger, with 52 percent 
between the ages of 13-17. 
About two-thirds were 
girls and one-third boys. 
About 20 percent were 
cases of child sexual abuse 
or assault by both family 
and non-family members, 
said Keehn.

Non-family members 

are those who have power 
differential, meaning they 
are people with authority 
whom kids trust, she said.

After a report is made
Every weekday 

morning, members of the 
Child Protection Screening 
Team meet and discuss 
all reported cases of 
possible child abuse. The 
information is logged into 
the computer and then 
the team, which is made 
up of supervisors, law 
enforcement investigators 
from the Alexandria 
Police Department and 
Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office, and personnel 
from the Douglas County 
Attorney’s Office, sit 
down and discuss each 
report.

Using the state 
guidelines, they determine 
whether the case needs to 
be investigated.

If it does, then the 
case can take one of two 
tracks, said Olson. The 
first track means there 
are high level concerns, 
at which point child 
protection workers work 
with law enforcement 
investigators to interview 
the child and determine 
the next course of action. 
This could be to remove 
the child from the home. 

Olson said this is a last 
resort and used when 
conditions in the home 
are unsafe.

Only law enforcement 
can make the decision to 
remove the child and only 
a law enforcement officer 
can physically remove the 
child from the home, said 
Olson.

When children are 
removed, the goal of 
child protection services 
is to place them with 
other, more suitable 
family members. If no 
other family member is 
available, then the child 
would be placed in a 
foster home, she said.

“Our emphasis is on 
family first, because we 
believe kids do much 
better in the long run and 
it is less traumatic,” said 
Olson.

Bonds said the focus is 
always on reunification 
when a child is taken 
from a home, but in some 
cases it doesn’t work. 
More than 50 percent of 
children removed from a 
home are reunited with 
their parent or guardian, 
she said.

For the second track, 
which more than likely 
means an urgent response 
is not needed, a family 
assessment is conducted 
and courses of action are 
determined.

If there is not enough 
information to determine 
child abuse took place, 
there are still options for 
helping children and their 
families.

For families with 
children younger than 
10, a parent and/or 
guardian can enroll in the 
Parent Support Outreach 
Program offered by 
Douglas County Social 
Services. The program 
offers assistance to 
families by providing 
positive support and 
preventative services.

“In all cases, the child’s 
immediate safety is taken 
into consideration,” said 
Bonds. “Child protection 
services is about the 
safety of children, not bad 
parenting.”

Olson added that the 
philosophy of child 
protection services is 
“Shift not Shatter.” She 
said they want to help 
parents make that shift 
where their children are 
living in a safe and loving 
environment versus 
shattering the lives of 
the families involved by 
removing the children.
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Physician assistants at Heartland Orthopedic Specialists are integral to our
team, ensuring our patients receive effective, timely orthopedic care.

As healthcare professionals who provide essential diagnostics and treatments,
our physician assistants help us return our patients to active lifestyles as quickly
and safely as possible.

We Are Physician Assistants
National Physician Assistant Week is October 6 – 12

Terry Kay

Mike Kunstle

Lance Beebout

Jim Spaeth

Amanda Anderson

Jessica Radermacher

Back, Neck & Spine | Shoulder & Elbow | Hand & Wrist
Foot & Ankle | Sports Medicine | Joint Replacement

800.762.1177
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

Fresh roasted turkey, real mashed potatoes,  
made-from-scratch dressing, rolls, vegetables, 

coleslaw, cranberries and pumpkin pie

MEALS ALSO AVAILABLE  
FOR CARRYOUT! 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 
Serving 11 am - 1:30 pm 

Pollard Community 
Center in Osakis 

$10 adults  
$8 senior citizens  

$6 children ages 5-12  
Free for children 4 years and under

so much for all the meaningful cards and 
gifts I received during my two year journey through some serious 
health issues.  I really appreciated the helpful phone calls and the 
wonderful meals you took the time to prepare and bring to our 
home.  Also, all the beautiful floral arrangements were such day 
brighteners for me.  I was genuinely moved by these kind efforts and 
all of the thoughtful gestures really helped me cope with my daily 
struffles.  It was such a comfort to read your words of encouragement 
and to know you were remembering Bill and I in your prayers.  I am 
beginning to come out of these very tough months with the reassuring 
feeling of being forever loved because of all your thoughtfulness 
and support.  All of your efforts are helping me get stronger each 
day.  You dearest people deserve my humble thanks for making me 
feel so very blessed.  Thanks never seem enough at times like this, 
however, with a grateful heart I say "Thank You".

Arlyn & Bill Davis

Thank You
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NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

The Area’s Best Movers!!
Call for rates • Residential or Commercial

P.O. Box 24 • Nelson, MN 56355
Sean Gay

Lic. #374895 320-763-3600

ALEX MOVERS

St. Nicholas Waffle Feed
All You Can Eat Belgian Waffles and Sausages
with Fruit Toppings/Syrups • Milk, Juice, Coffee
Sunday, Oct 20 • 9A–1P
$8.00
Quilt Raffle Tickets
Available!  
St. Nicholas Church - Belle River Township
9473 County Rd 3 NE, Carlos

Handicap Accessible and All are Welcome!

Hosted by: St. Ann’s and 
the Alexandria Evening 
Lions Club of AlexandriaDRAWING 

AT 1P

  Salute   
Veteran a

Name of veteran
City

Years of Service (optional)
Rank/Branch (optional)

Honor a military veteran this year  
in the Friday, November 8, 2019  

Echo Press.
All proceeds for Salute a Veteran are  

donated to Veterans Memorial Park in 
Alexandria.

Submission deadline: Friday, October 25, 2019
Cost: $25

Name of veteran ________________________________________
City ____________________________ Years of Service __________
Rank/branch ___________________________________________

Your name ________________________ Phone _______________
Address ______________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________
Send photo, completed form and $25 payment to:
Echo Press, 225 7th Ave. E., P.O. Box 549, Alexandria, MN 56308
OR stop at the Echo Press office, or email kjennissen@echopress.com. Full color photos accepted.

Shutterstock

By Celeste Edenloff
cedenloff@echopress.com

For the last couple of years, 
Lions International has been 
involved in several different 
service projects. Typically, a 
project is chosen and then 
the state chapter takes on the 
project, asking all local clubs 
to participate.

This year, their project was 
to help kids with cancer. So 
the Alexandria Evening Lions 
Club has chosen to make tie 
quilts for pediatric cancer 
patients at the University of 
Minnesota Children’s Hospi-
tal, said long-time member 
Patti Dahlheimer. She said 
the organization has asked all 
Lions clubs within its district 
to donate funds to the cause 
and then the Evening Lions 
will purchase all the mate-
rials.

Dahlheimer said the mate-
rials will be brought to the 
mid-winter convention and 
then the Lions members will 
make the quilts. Afterward, 
they bring them to the Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Minneap-
olis.

“These quilts are warm 
and soothing for those going 
through chemo,” said Dahl-
heimer. “The quilts come in 
all sizes for children – from 
infants on up to about 9 years 
old.”

There are 55 clubs in the 
district, which Dahlheimer 
said is the 5M4 District.

Dahlheimer is challenging 
all clubs within the district 
to participate by making a 
donation for the purchase of 
tie quilt materials. Donations 
will be taken through the end 
of January. Lions clubs can 
donate to the 5M4 District, 

directing the funds to be used 
specifically for this project.

For more information, con-
tact Dahlheimer at 320-763-
3538.

To learn more about the 
Alexandria Evening Lions 
Club and all the other ser-
vice projects the organization 
is involved in, Dahlheimer 
invites people to check out a 
meeting. The meetings take 
place the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month at 6 
p.m. at Broadway Ballroom in 
Alexandria.

Lions to make tie quilts for pediatric cancer patients

Alexandria Evening Lions Club 
member Patti Dahlheimer 

stands by one of the tie 
quilts that will be donated to 
the pediatric cancer ward at 
the University of Minnesota 

Children’s Hospital.
Celeste Edenloff / Echo Press


