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Death of George 
Floyd sparked four 
recent high school 

graduates to march 
against racism

Hannah Davis
News Editor

On the evening of Monday, 
June 1, Mika Peterson, Me-
gan Palmer, Tommy Maurer 
and Txuqi Lee all hopped on 
a Zoom call together. The four 
Forest Lake residents, all re-
cent high school graduates, 
decided they wanted to march 
in protest of the death of 
George Floyd, who was killed 
by a Minneapolis police officer 
who knelt on his neck, and to 
speak out against racism. 

They made a decision to 
hold a march in Forest Lake to 
create a safe space for people 
to peacefully protest and bring 
awareness to the people in the 
area. 

“Forest Lake is very much a 
bubble, and it is easy for us to 
ignore what’s happening in the 
cities. But it’s also important to 
acknowledge in the commu-
nity there is racism and racial 
injustice that happens here,” 
Peterson said.

“I think it’s important to call 
attention to the systemic rac-
ism in the U.S. right now, and 
if we can help from the small 
town of Forest Lake and show 
support by doing our part, it’s 
our duty to do it,” Maurer said.

By midnight that night, 
they started posting about the 
event on social media, but they 
didn’t expect to gather so many 
people. 

“We expected it to just be us 
and a couple of our friends,” 
Peterson said. 

Instead, by the next morn-
ing, they had dozens of mes-
sages pouring in from mem-
bers of the community asking 
if they could join. Forest Lake 
Superintendent Steve Massey 
and Forest Lake Area High 

School Principal Jim Caldwell 
saw the posts on social media 
about the march and reached 
out to the organizers. Short-
ly after that, a meeting was 
arranged between the Forest 
Lake Police Department, Cald-
well, and the organizers about 
developing a route and plans. 

At 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
June 4, roughly 300 people, 
mostly young adults and teen-
agers, but some older adults 
and young families, gathered 
for the march, walking from 
the high school to Lakeside 
Memorial Park via the Hard-
wood Creek Trail, holding 
signs and chanting sayings like 
“black lives matter” and “no 
justice, no peace.” 

John and Karla McCarey, of 
Scandia, came out and partic-
ipated in the event. John said: 
“It’s a terrible thing that hap-
pened [to George Floyd], and 
we really believe that silence is 
complicity and it’s time to take 
a stand. We’ve got to make a 
change.” 

Grant Maxfield, of Forest 
Lake, said, “I’m here to help 
spread awareness [of] the 
amount of injustice blacks go 
through every day.”

Tensions were raised a cou-
ple of times on the march as 
young men sat in trucks dis-
playing the American flag and 
a flag for President Trump. At 
one point along the march, Po-
lice Capt. Greg Weiss made the 
decision to park a fire engine, 
which was being used as traf-
fic guidance during the march, 
to block the two groups from 
each other to calm tensions, 
noting each group’s right to use 
their First Amendment rights. 
At one point, some of the pro-
testers walked around the fire 
engine to protest at those in 

the trucks, with at least one 
water bottle being thrown at a 
truck by a protester.

“They were following us the 
entire time, which I didn’t ap-
preciate, but they can also have 
their opinions and make their 
voice heard. It charged us up 
as we were marching. It proved 
why we need to have marches 
like this in Forest Lake to show 
our black community and 
non-white community that we 
support them,” Peterson said. 

Those who marched gath-
ered at Lakeside Memorial 
Park for a moment of silence 

in respect to Floyd, followed 
by an open mic, during which 
people discussed racism both 
across the country and as it 
pertains to the Forest Lake 
area.

A moment that stood out 
for Peterson was when Nico-
lette Wooden Shegstad shared 
how she was unaware of the 
march, but saw the march and 
went to the park to see what 
was going on. She started to 
cry when she realized it was 
a march against racism, and 
she spoke about how she was 
grateful to see so many people 
in Forest Lake attend.

Many participants decided 
to divert from the organiz-
ers’ plan and take Highway 
61 back to the high school for 
more visibility. Peterson said 
while that wasn’t the organiz-
ers’ intent, nor did she go that 
route herself, she said it was 
“exciting” and “more power 
to them,” also adding a thanks 
to the police department for 
helping.

Weiss said that while the 
use of Highway 61 wasn’t in 
the organizers’ plans, he did 
have backup plans in place, 
so he utilized the patrol units 
to block key intersections 
so the protesters could walk 
back. Weiss and Peterson both 
stressed that the safety of the 
protestors was their focus.

More tensions were raised 
as roughly 40 of those protest-
ers stopped at the Forest Lake 
City Center.

“Unfortunately ... a select 
few individuals who became 
unruly, and that made it diffi-
cult to manage at the end of the 
walk,” Forest Lake Police Chief 
Rick Peterson said. That behav-
ior included throwing water 
toward police officers, shout-
ing profanities and chanting 
for police officers to “take a 
knee.” After roughly a couple 
minutes, when protesters re-
alized the officers wouldn’t do 
so, the group continued back 

March held in Forest Lake against racism

Photo by Hannah Davis
At 4:40 p.m. on Sunday, June 7, a 63-year-old man was reported as missing in the water of Forest 
Lake’s first lake. The man went into the water with no life jacket on and was not seen thereafter. 
Dive teams from Forest Lake Fire & Rescue and Washington County were dispatched, and have 
also included teams from the Minnesota State Patrol. A search operation is still under way as of 
press time on Tuesday.

63-year-old man missing in First Lake

Phase three 
began 

Wednesday
Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. 
(AP) — Minnesota 
Gov. Tim Walz an-
nounced Friday a 
gradual reopening of 
indoor dining, gyms 
and entertainment 
venues during the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

Walz said the re-
strictions will loosen 
Wednesday, June 10 
but customers and 
employees still will 
be either strongly 
recommended or re-
quired to wear masks 
to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

In a statement, 

Walz said the state is 
“now in a position to 
carefully turn the dial 
toward reopening so-
ciety.” 

Restaurants can 
offer indoor dining 
while maintaining 
social distancing, re-
quiring reservations 
and seating no more 
than 50% occupancy. 
Gyms, yoga studios, 
theaters, concert 
halls, bowling alleys 
and museums may 
open at 25% occu-
pancy. 

Places of worship 
can increase their oc-
cupancy to 50%.

Minnesota Cham-
ber President Doug 
Loon said businesses 
across the state wel-
come the progress. 
But Loon urged the 
Democratic governor 

to accelerate the pro-
cess and reopen all 
Minnesota business-
es by June 19.

As of Friday, Min-
nesota has confirmed 
26,980 cases of the 
coronavirus, up 712 
from the previous 
day. The state record-
ed 33 new deaths Fri-
day, bringing Min-
nesota’s death roll to 
1,148.

For most people, 
the coronavirus caus-
es mild or moder-
ate symptoms, such 
as fever and cough 
that clear up in two 
to three weeks. For 
some, especially old-
er adults and people 
with existing health 
problems, it can 
cause more severe ill-
ness, including pneu-
monia.

Walz announces gradual 
reopening of indoor dining, gyms

Photos by Hannah Davis
A protestor pleads for help from the community to fight against racism at Lakeside Memorial Park in Forest Lake 
on Thursday, June 4. Protestors shared their experiences of racism. 

Community members march along U.S. Highway 61 on Thurday, June 4 
protesting the death of George Floyd. According to the event organizers, 
some people came from White Bear Lake. March see page 3
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (63281). Standard S&H added
per address. Not valid with other offers. Expires 10/31/20. All purchases subject
to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-
of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872.
Photos exemplary of product advertised.

Order Now1.8 77.5 70 .9723 | OmahaSteaks.com/family467

Ask for the Griller’s Bundle 6 3 28 1PAJ

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

$7999GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

TENDER
PERFECTLY

GUARANTEED DELICIOUS
&

20 MAIN COURSES
+ SIDES & DESSERT

FREE
+4 MORE
BURGERS

June is referral
month at
Express

Employment
Professionals!

Enter Our $500

Cash Drawing

HERE ISHOWYOUWIN$500
Step 1: refer a friend who could use a NEW JOB

Step 2: ask them tomention your namewhen they
complete their application

Step 3: refer more friends— earn more entries for
each referral

Step 4: cross your fingers!

Step 5: tune inWed., July 1st, to hear the winner
announced LIVE on Facebook

Call/Text“referral”to651-464-9995

American Legion 
discussing other 

options
Hannah Davis
News Editor

For the first time in 96 
years, Forest Lake will be 
without its parade, carni-
val, and fireworks on In-
dependence Day.  

“It is with a heavy 
heart; [sic] we are an-
nouncing that the 2020 
Forest Lake 4th of July 
Celebration will take on 
a different look and feel 
this year,” a press release 

from the Fourth of July 
officials said. 

The traditional cele-
brations, which are host-
ed by the Forest Lake 
American Legion, are 
canceled, but the Amer-
ican Legion is still con-
sidering options for food 
vendors and entertain-
ment. 

“For 96 years the Forest 
Lake American Legion, 
our City and its citizens 
have always supported 
this amazing event – it is 
just going to be a little dif-
ferent this year,” the press 
release said.

Fourth of July celebration canceled

to the high school. There were no 
injuries, arrests made, or citations 
given at the march. “I felt [my 
officers] were extremely profes-
sional, even though they were 
put in a difficult situation,” Rick 
Peterson said. 

“I’d like to thank everyone 
who came out, and to the For-
est Lake Police Department for 
keeping it safe, and the school 
district. They really helped out 
and made sure the day went 
smoothly,” Mika Peterson said. 

The work, she said, is far 
from over. 

A protestor lies prostrate during a moment of silence for George Floyd. The 
moment of silence was 8 minutes and 46 seconds, the supposed time Floyd was 
under the officer’s knee.

March
from page 1


