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Geese honked in unison 
overhead. � en, a� er they 
passed over, the few of the 
formation’s stragglers gave 
fading squawks individually. 
Birds chirped from newly 
� owered fauna. � ere were 
the whirs and clicks from 
media photographers and 
rumblings of tra�  c on an 
overcast and, when the 
breeze kicked up, chilly late 
Saturday a� ernoon.

� e small clock tower at 
Cloquet City Hall showed 
6 p.m. Now there was the 
shu�  ing of feet, some of the 
more than 60 bodies here 
repositioning on the asphalt 
parking lot long into a silent 
kneel-down of 8 minutes 
and 46 seconds. � at was 
the length of time a po-
lice o�  cer had a knee on 
George Floyd’s neck as he 
died on a Minneapolis street 
12 days earlier.

If you had zoomed up 
by satellite just then, and 
zoomed back down to cities 
large and small across the 
country, people in massive 
and small groups were 
gathered in protest to police 
brutality — speci� cally, the 
targeting of African Ameri-
cans. Immediately following 
Floyd’s death, days of peace-
ful protest met with physical 
destruction in Minneapolis 
and spread. 
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Voices, silence mark vigil  
A group attending a vigil in response to the death of Geroge Floyd in Minneapolis last month, and the worldwide 
protest it has wrought, marched to city hall from Veterans park in Cloquet Saturday under police escort.

Cloquet Police Chief Derek Randall and vigil organizer Taysha Martineau kneel in 
silence Saturday in front of City Hall. Photos by Mike Creger / Pine Knot News

Big Lake sewer project is ‘dead’
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� e minutes from the Perch Lake 
Township annual meeting in March 
were stark. “� e sewer project is 
dead.”

A� er months of negotiations in 
2019, the failure to reach a new joint 
powers agreement between the Big 
Lake Area Sanitary District and the 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa made clear in December 
that the death notice for improving 
lake water quality was nigh.

Sanitary district chairman John 
Frederickson wrote the obituary on 
Dec. 12, saying all e� orts to resolve 
di� erences between the district 
and the band “have been exhausted 
without success, and any further ac-
tion will result in monies spent with 
no assurance of reimbursement.”

So the sewer project went dark. 

� e BLASD website is no longer 
online. Frederick said the district 
had ceased all spending and action 
until further notice.

For the most part, outside of 
township meeting updates earlier 
this year, there has been silence.

� e Pine Knot News was unsuc-
cessful in several attempts to seek 
comments from band members, 
speci� cally those on the Reserva-
tion Business Committee, township 

o�  cials and sanitary district board 
members. 

When Carlton County’s Heather 
Cunningham received Frederick-
son’s letter in December, she had 
planned to wait six months and then 
talk to the county board in putting 
an action plan together on how to 
deal with the noncompliant sewer 
systems along the lake. 

Continued on back page

Jackie Peterson gets a 
haircut from Dawn Browne 
of Powers Barbershop. “I 
kind of picked at it myself 
with scissors, but it grew 
out a bit,” Peterson said. 
“I really wanted a hair-
cut from a professional.” 
Business has been steady 
since they reopened, 
Darold Powers said. Jana 
Peterson / Pine Knot Kews

Salons 
are open; 
wait lists 
are long
Jana Peterson
news@PineKnotNews.com

With salons opening this 
month, “pandemic hair” 
should soon be a distant 
memory — if you can get 
an appointment.

Stylist Sheryl Davis 
reopened Sheryl’s Golden 
Shears in Carlton on June 
1 with close to 130 people 
on a waiting list. “So many 
waited until June 1 to call, 
so those people won’t be 
able to come in until July or 
even a� er,” Davis said.

Many stylists said the 
same. A� er three months 
of waiting, they’re now 
booked solid for weeks. 

“Before opening, I sent 
out a form to my clients, 
asking what they needed, 
availability, if they needed 
it right away or were will-
ing to wait a little bit,” said 
Adelle Croutteau at Hair 
Zone in Cloquet. 

Continued on Page 19
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Vigil ...
Continued from Page 1

Eventually, the heat dissipated, 
and peaceful gatherings have 
kept on in the large cities and in 
places like Cloquet.

The anarchist  
and the o�cer

Near the entrance to City 
Hall, a self-proclaimed indige-
nous anarchist knelt next to a 
newly minted police chief. �eir 
faces were deep in thought, eyes 
closed, each with hands clasped 
in front of them. 

Derek Randall had seen the 
social media chatter around the 
vigil planned at Veterans Park on 
June 6. He decided to knock on 
Taysha Martineau’s door. �e day 
before, he had shed the interim 
tag as Cloquet’s police chief, the 
city council o�cially choosing 
him to lead the department.

“I wasn’t sure what kind of re-
sponse I was going to get,” he said 
of the visit to Martineau. Nobody 
was home on Wednesday, so he 
tried again on �ursday.

“I was morti�ed,” Martin-
eau admitted in a post on the 
Gitchigumi Scouts Facebook 
page. She retold the story Satur-
day at Veterans Park.

�e Scouts is a small group 
based on the Fond du Lac res-
ervation advocating for miss-
ing and murdered indigenous 
women. Martineau felt it was 
necessary in a time of deep crisis 
to support black Americans and 
the treatment they receive from 
law enforcement. 

“We want to gather in the 
community as a collective in 
prayer for the pain all our broth-
ers and sisters of color are feeling 
all across America,” Martineau 
pleaded before the vigil. “We 
want to call for transformative 
change and we ask that every res-
ident of Cloquet join us because 
in this world today your prayers 
are needed.”

Because it’s an issue involving 
the police, she had no interest in 
having them at Veterans Park on 
Saturday.

�en came the police chief.
“I could feel the anger and 

the sadness,” Randall said of the 
mood around the rally earlier in 
the week. He felt it too, he told 
those gathered at City Hall a�er 
a police-escorted march from the 
park. Sharing that with others 
was what he wanted. “�at’s why 
I was at her house. It’s important 
to have those uncomfortable 
conversations.”

Martineau gave hesitant re-
prieve. “We do not have the right 
to tell anyone that they cannot 
attend a public event, let alone 
deny anyone the right to pray,” 
she wrote on the Facebook page 
announcing that o�cers would 
be part of the event.

“�is is bigger than me,” she 
told those at the vigil Saturday. 
She put her personal feelings 
aside.

Quietude
Randall moseyed into the 

growing group of people at the 
park just a�er 4 p.m. If one 
hadn’t known about the vigil, 
the gathering could have easily 
been mistaken for a quiet family 

reunion or social picnic. �e 
sti� wind from the east brought 
the familiar smell of pulp from 
the paper plant. Light tra�c 
traversed the nearby bridge over 
the St. Louis River. �e lanyards 
holding American and military 
branch �ags clanged against the 
metal standards. A dog woofed. 
Children scurried about. Some 
rubberneckers who wouldn’t go 
into the park gathered on the 
north shoulder of Avenue B.

Carlton County Sheri� Kelly 
Lake was there, along with other 
county and city o�cials. But 
mostly it was regular young and 
old people seeking a voice among 
many — some black, some 
brown, most white.

�e crowd swelled to more 
than 100 people and at 4:21 
Martineau and others joined the 
Cedar Creek Singers at the center 
�agpole in the circular veterans 
memorial. �e group drummed 
and chanted. 

�is is a vigil, Martineau 
proclaimed. And no one was here 
to hijack a movement. It was a 
chance to show solidarity.

Despite her radical activ-
ist’s heart, Martineau spoke in 
measured, so� tones tinged with 
a visceral empathy. “I don’t know 
what it’s like to be black in Amer-
ica,” she said. “But I pray for you.”

Speakers followed her. A 
native healer saying “enough is 
enough.” A law student saying 
“We’re not asking for justice. We 
are demanding it.”

Lyz Jaakola said she has been 
wary of leaving her home in 
Cloquet during the COVID-19 
pandemic. But coming Saturday 
was necessary in order to “con-
nect” with others. “We are made 
to connect,” she said. “America 
has a very di�cult history” that 
we all need to process. “In our 
di�erences there is strength.”

“Black lives are in jeopardy,” 
said Shawn Carr, a social issues 
activist from Duluth. 

Martineau returned, and asked 
the Cedar Creek Singers to begin 
again. “Will you dance with me?” 
A�er a Minnesota Nice delay, 
people broke from the socially 
distant semicircle and danced 
around the men.  

Marching
It was a bit of a twist to the 

planning that Randall, along with 
a police car, would lead a march 
to City Hall. A little more than 
half of those who gathered at the 
park walked the dozen blocks to 
what is also the home of the Clo-
quet police department. �ere 
were chants along the way. “Black 
lives matter.” “George Floyd mat-
ters.” “I can’t breathe.”

�ere was little in the form 
of disparagement toward police. 
Perhaps it was an olive branch to 
Randall.

Bottles of water sat in a cooler 
near the doors to City Hall. �e 
singers rose again.

�en Randall addressed the 
group.

“I wasn’t sure what kind of 
response I was going to get,” he 
said of approaching Martineau 
about joining the vigil. He said 
anyone who knows him would 
say he’s a “so�ie,” no intimidation 
intended.

He pledged that his depart-
ment would follow three prin-

ciples: enforce the laws, protect 
citizens and prevent crime.

What he saw in Minneapolis 
chilled him. “We say enough is 
enough.”

He said his police o�cers will 
strive to know the people in the 
community they serve. “It’s hard 
to be disrespectful when you 
know them.”

“Imagine,” he said, if depart-
ments across the country applied 
the principles he is espousing. “It 
starts in Cloquet.”

He said he will look to lead 
e�orts for better policing on a 
state and national level.

Martineau spoke a�er, saying 
we all need to “look inside 

ourselves” for solutions. “I think 
today was beautiful. But I still 
can’t breathe.”

“We need to abolish hatred,” 
she said. “We need to know we 
are safe in our community.”

She invited everyone to take 
a knee and observe silence for 
those 8 minutes and 46 seconds.

A�erward, Martineau said “I 
think today was beautiful” and 
told people to disperse peacefully, 
go home, and re�ect — and take 
care of themselves a�er gathering 
with others during a continuing 
deadly pandemic.

�at brought rise to the �nal 
chant of the event.

“Wash your damn hands.”

Cloquet Police Chief Derek 
Randall, center, led a march 
from a vigil at Veterans Park 
Saturday to City Hall. Carl-
ton County Sheri� Kelly Lake 
followed Randall as well as 
Carlton County Attorney Lauri 
Ketola, far left, and Duluth 
social activist Shawn Carr, far 
right. Photos by Mike Creger / 
Pine Knot News

Taysha Martineau, left, spoke to 
about 100 people gathered for 
a vigil in Cloquet late Saturday 
afternoon.

Hailee Meisner was one of dozens of people to attend the vigil 
with a sign.




