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trying to make out 
words. It was really hard 
to understand, but I kind 
of caught that her head 
was hurting.”

“He was like, ‘Scale of 
one to 10, how bad is it?’ 
and I was just screaming, 
‘10,’” Abby said. 

Loren ran out to 
snowblow the driveway 
to make room for the 
ambulance while Robin 
stayed with their daugh-
ter. After the ambulance 
arrived, they followed it 
to Welia Health in Mora. 

Doctors took a CT scan 
of her brain and found 
the bleeding. They want-
ed to take her to Abbot 
Northwestern Hospital 
by helicopter, but it was 
snowing too hard to 
fly, so they brought her 
through the snowstorm 
to the CentraCare hospi-
tal in Saint Cloud.

After running tests, 
the doctors’ made a plan 
to let the swelling in her 
brain go down then do 
surgery the next day. 

They sent Robin and Lo-
ren down to the cafeteria 
to get something to eat. 
But even as they were 
sitting there, they got a 
message that the doctor 
wanted to see them. 

“He decided he didn’t 
want to wait, he wanted 
to remove that clot,” 
Loren said. “I don’t want 
to say he scared the hell 
out of us, but he scared 
the hell out of us. He 
said with the swelling 
on somebody Abby’s age, 
there’s no room for it to 
swell. It hits the spinal 
cord and would cut off all 
the circulation.”

“He said it would have 
been fatal,” Robin said. 

So Abby was brought 
into surgery, where the 
surgeon cut into the back 
of Abby’s skull, removed 
the brain clot and insert-
ed a metal plate to protect 
it. 

The next day, when the 
results of her tests came 
back, they all knew the 
right decision had been 
made. Abby’s condition 
was improving. 

The doctors also had 
a diagnosis – A brain 
arteriovenous malforma-
tion (AVM). The cause of 
AVM is not clear. Most 
people are born with 
them, but they can some-
times form later in life. 
Abby was the youngest 
patient with a ruptured 
AVM the doctors had 
ever seen. 

“It’s on its own time 
schedule,” Loren said. 
“When it decides it wants 
to go, it’ll go.”

RECOVERY, THERAPY...                     
AND MORE SURGERY

Loren and Robin spent 
the next seven days in St. 
Cloud with Abby as she 
lay in her hospital bed 
recovering. 

“The one thing that 
was really frustrating af-
ter surgery, they told her 
to take her left hand and 
touch her nose,” Loren 
explained. “She took her 
right hand and she was 
looking for it.”

“I was touching my 
cheek or my mouth or my 
forehead,” Abby said. “At 
first it was like, I knew I 
had an arm but I couldn’t 
feel it ... like it wasn’t all 
there. But now it’s better. 
Now I can touch my 
nose.”

After Abby returned 
home in late January, she 
started going to phys-
ical, occupational and 
visual therapy. She said 
they are all helping her 
recover.

“I couldn’t walk on my 

own,” she said. “Now I 
can. I was seeing double, 
and I have special glasses 
now.”

When her recovery 
first began she was 
slurring some words and 
mispronouncing others. 

“That’s gotten a lot 
better,” Robin said. 

Someone has needed 
to stay with Abby at all 
times in case the AVM 
began bleeding again, 
and the Sklucazeks’ 
other children Alex and 
Adam have been ptching 
in along with Abby’s 
boyfriend Kyle. 

She kept positive 
through the end of 
March, when she had to 
have a second brain op-
eration. The first was to 
stop the hemorrhaging; 
this was to fix the AVM 
once and for all. 

There was a small 
chance that this opera-
tion could have set Abby 
back further. But when 
the doctors spoke to Rob-
in and Loren, they had 
only good news. 

“The whole AVM was 
removed successfully 
and there was no further 
neurological damage,” 
Robin said. “The healing 
and recovering process 
can begin.”

FINDING SUPPORT,                           
CHASING DREAMS

The Sklucazeks said 
they are very grate-
ful for all the support 
they received from the 
community through this 
experience:  sending 
flowers, putting Abby’s 
name on prayer chains 
and much more. Other 
people in the Pine City 
area who have dealt with 
AVM have reached out, 
and Abby’s friends start-
ed a GoFundMe page at 
gofundme.com/f/abbysk-
luzacek.

“We’ve been just over-

whelmed by the generosi-
ty of people,” Loren said.

“We believe in the 
power of prayer,” Robin 
added. 

And Abby herself is 
bringing her determi-
nation and a positive 
attitude to her recovery. 
She is looking forward to 
going back to school, to 
traveling, and to contin-
ue pursuing her dream of 
becoming a professional 
singer/songwriter. 

“A lot of people could 
have gone into depressed 
mode,” Loren said. “‘Why 
me, why me?’ Abby 
hasn’t been that way. 
She’s getting back to her-

self too, because she was 
yelling at me the other 
day, “Garbage needs to 
go out.” 

Abby has sung the 
National Anthem at the 
Pine County Fair Demo-
lition Derby before, and 
intends to do it again 
this year as a first step 
towards continuing her 
career in music. 

“[The doctors] said, 
‘You may never get the 
full use of your hand 
back,’” Robin explained. 
“Abby said, ‘This is the 
hand I play guitar with. 
Watch me.’”

SKLUZACEK: Abby won’t let brain surgery stop her from following her dreams
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Doctors have now gone into Abby’s brain twice, first to stop 
the bleeding caused by the ruptured AVM, and the second 
time to remove the AVM entirely.

Damaging or striking a 
single buried power line 
can create a dangerous 
situation, cause injury, 
or result in repair costs, 
fines and outages. In 
Minnesota, homeowners 
and contractors should 
call 8-1-1 or submit an 
online request to Gopher 
State One Call  (www.
gopherstateonecall.org) 
at least two business 
days in advance of a 
planned project to have 
underground utility lines 
marked in your digging 
location. 

Every digging project, 
large or small, war-
rants contacting 8-1-1. 
Installing a post for a 
mailbox, building a deck 
or planting a tree are all 
examples of projects that 
need utility lines marked 
before digging.

Gopher State One Call 
will notify the appropri-
ate utility companies of 
the caller’s intent to dig. 
At no charge, profession-
al locators will mark the 
approximate locations of 
underground lines with 
flags, spray paint or both. 

Call 8-1-1 before          
digging this spring


