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SURVIVING: Living through one of the worst terror attacks on U.S. soil
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accompanied by the
vibrant sound of moaning
metal. The base pitch of
the whirlwind’s groan-
ing noise immediately
rose half an octave as
objects flew by too fast to
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The damage done to the north side of the Murrah Building
after the bomb. This photo was taken just before they im-
ploded the building.

VIRTUAL VIDEO VISIT

Face-to-face interaction with your Essentia Health
provider from the convenience of home or work.

We've introduced virtual video visits, allowing you to receive care from
your provider, right where you are. Virtual visits are now available for
nearly all clinic appointment types in most specialty areas.

Virtual Visits are done through the MyHealth website or the
MyChart app using your own computer, tablet or smartphone.

EssentiaHealth.org/VirtualVisit
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If you have concerns or symptoms related to COVID-19%, Essentia Health is
providing E-Visits at no cost for evaluation. To learn more, or to start an
E-visit, go to EssentiaHealth.org/COVID-19.

“Testing ordered as a result of screening may incur a charge.

recognize, except for a
computer monitor and a
typewriter. The velocity
of the blast was reported-
ly anywhere from 10,000
t0 40,000 feet per second.

“I caught a glimpse of
a girl approximately ten
feet northwest of me, seat-
ed behind her desk, who
realized that she was in
the middle of an awful ex-
plosion. Both of her arms
went straight up, but not
of her own accord.”

Later, Peterson learned
that in a vertical free fall
the air lifts up a person’s
arms because they are
much lighter than the
rest of the body. Peterson
didn’t realize at the time
that he and the girl were
actually falling.

“I could not relate this
experience to anything fa-
miliar; the powerful wind
instantly changed to a
calm settling of debris in
a coal-black atmosphere,”
he wrote. “At least, to me,
that wind change ap-
peared instantly.”

He thought he was
conscious throughout the
entire ordeal, but in reali-
ty he was unconscious for
about 35 minutes. Later,
when Peterson regained
consciousness, he found
himselfin a sitting
position on a four by five
ceiling tile which was on
top of a three story pile of
rubble. Looking out, he
saw that practically the
entire north half of the
building was gone.

Peterson stretched
his arms out to the side,
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These words are printed on the memorial building: “Welcome here to remember those who

were killed, those who survived and those who changed forever. May all who leave here know
the impact of violence. May this memorial offer comfort, strength, peace, hope and serenity.”

swirling them in a cir-
cular motion, glad they
still worked, and won-
dered how he could still
be alive. His answer to
the question was “God’s
angels were protecting
me!”

He moved from his
sitting position closer to

what was left of the build-
ing. He could hear a wom-

an calling for help under

the debris. Peterson tried

to figure out a way to
get to her and help, but

realized he was unable to
reach her. “I was helpless
to help,” he said. “She and

countless others needed
immediate help, and my
only available place to

walk was a path bound by

two piles of rubble.”
Peterson was lifted

back up to the edge of

the fourth floor and was

directed to get immediate

medical attention. After
exiting the building, he
was taken to Children’s
Hospital where he was
treated for his injuries
which consisted of cuts,
bruises and scrapes, re-

quiring a total of 15 stitch-

es. Five floors of debris

had fallen around him; he

had no broken bones.

BACK INMINNESOTA

Peterson said he never
thought about it being
national news until he
was at the hospital
and saw the television
reports. Back in Minne-
sota Peterson’s aunt saw
the report on television
and called his parents
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Rachel (Daggett) Schlomka
is this week’s hometown

hero. Rachel has kept Dag-
gett’s Fresh Foods running

throughout the COVID-19 crisis. She is doing everything she
can to provide the items the community members need.
Rachel also set a time for those most vulnerable (seniors
especially) to shop so there isn't so many people in the store
at that time. Thank you Rachel for your hard work and dedica-

Tatting-Methven Funeral
and Cremation Services

402 Lawler Avenue, Hinckley, MN

(320) 384-6291

saying, “Something bad
happened in Oklahoma
City, doesn’t Clark work
there?” His parents were
at the flea market in Pine
City and didn’t get home
until 10 a.m. and immedi-
ately turned on the televi-
sion. His mom attempted
to call Peterson but was
unable to get through. At
the hospital Peterson told
the nurse that he needed
to call his parents; she
said they would get him
a social worker to help
him. The social worker
called his parents and
the first words out of her
mouth were, “Clark will
be okay.”

To this day, Peterson is
still appreciative of the
support from his home-
town. “I would like to say
thank you again for all
the prayers and support
25 years ago. They really
helped!” said Peterson.

ADIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW

Mike Drahosh of Fin-
layson was living in OKla-
homa City at the time of
the bombing. He worked
nights at Bridgestone/
Firestone Dayton Tire
and Rubber Company
and lived about 3-5 miles
(as the crow flies) from
the Federal Building. He
woke up, not knowing
why. The phone rang and
it was his kids telling him
there was a gas explo-
sion downtown and they
couldn’t get a hold of their
mom who also worked
downtown.

He turned on his
television and saw the
news coverage and he saw
people running down the
street. “They were run-
ning for their lives,” he
said. They thought there
might be another bomb in
the area.

“A few days later I went
down, they had fenced
off two city blocks. They
had Federal Marshalls
guarding the building. I
remember walking along
the fence and the mar-
shalls really watched,”
said Drahosh.

“It’s hard to find the
words to describe what it
was like...it was panic and
not knowing what was
going on...all you could
hear was sirens,” Dra-
hosh said.

“It was horrific...just
horrific. It is not some-
thing that I ever want to
witness again...”

The present site of the
Murrah Building is now
a dedicated memorial and
museum. To this day, this
one act of terrorism has
had lasting impacts on
the skyline of Oklahoma
City, hundreds of lives
and the memory of the
United States. Daily, peo-
ple visit the memorial to
sit quietly and remember
those that they have lost,
some still leave mementos
and notes on a living me-
morial fence that is main-
tained by the museum.

In the quiet place created
by the reflecting pool and
statuesque chairs, Okla-
homa City and the nation
remembers the collective
strength and grief felt by
the nation on that April
day twenty-five years ago.



