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BANK ON
THE GO.

GET OUR 
APP TODAY!

OFFICE PHONE
Annandale  320-274-8216
Clearwater  320-558-2271
Maple Lake 320-963-3163

E-MAIL
service@lakecentralbank.com

www.lakecentralbank.com

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

For All Your Garage Door & Opener Needs

www.customdoorsales.com

24/7
Service

New Hope • 763-535-0042

Premium Series DC 
Battery

Backup Capable
Chain Drive

+
TWO Car Remotes

+ Keyless Entry

for 7’ high doorModel LM8360 Model 893LM 

Elevate Your Garage
Door Opener

Broken Spring
Specialist

Stay connected and in control in your new home with a NEW
Liftmaster® Elite Series®, part of a full lineup of MyQ®-Enabled
Garage Door Openers. Open, close and monitor your garage
door and receive alerts through your smartphone so you can
always feel secure.

Annandale 320-274-5055

New Hope 763-535-0042

Call for
Pricing

THE SPLINTER TEAM – YOUR LISTING SPECIALIST TEAM

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Jim Splinter
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt
Realtor®

651-235-3709

www.edinarealty.com
Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave. S

Our group is ready to sell your home or property. We average two sales per week!

Waterfront • Acreage • Hobby Farms • Residential
Call any of our agents for 

proven results and ask
about our WOW factor service

IT’S TIME TO LIST AND SELLIT’S TIME TO LIST AND SELL
Premier Listing Specialists For

ANNANDALE

33744 748th Ave., South Haven (MLS: 5560057) One-
owner custom built home on 10 acres overlooking Lake Francis. 3
BR, 4 BA, features a main floor master and one level living, custom
oak cabinets, mill work and flooring. Granite countertops and stain-
less appli. Each BR has its own private bath and large walk in
closet. Oversized two stall attached garage features in-floor heat.
Also 40x60 pole shed with 12’ overhead door. 

10180 Countryside Ln. W, Kimball, MN 55353
(MLS# 5563529) 4 BR, 3 BA, 5 stall gar., 2526 fsf, 2 story. This
impressive home shows Pride-in-Ownership throughout the prop-
erty from the paver patio driveways to heated cement built
28x32 shop. Inside you'll find a beautiful home that features high-
end touches throughout. Set on 11+ wooded acres. Must see to
appreciate. Look at virtual tour online.

$489,900

$425,000

CALLING ALL HOME 
COOKS & BAKERS!

Participate in the Advocate and Messenger’s new column,

‘Communi ty Cookbook! ’
Share your favorite recipes and let us know why you like it or how

you found it! Each week we’ll feature a couple recipes from you, the
people in our community!  It can be anything, from something simple

to difficult, muffins to meatloaf, punches to pasta!
JOIN IN THE FUN!

Email, mail or bring in your favorite recipe – see form below!

Name: Phone:

Town: Recipe Title:

Why it’s your favorite / How you found it:

The Maple LakeThe Maple Lake

73 Oak Ave. S, PO Box D
Annandale, MN

ads@annandaleadvocate.com

218 Division St W, PO Box 817
Maple Lake, MN

office@maplelakemessenger.com

To subscribe to
the Annandale
Advocate call

274-3052

Climbing for
Bank Swallows

In any profession there is
often a lot of jargon and
acronyms thrown around to
express a point or to not use
long cumbersome names. In the
bird world, there are a ton of
these, such as GHO standing for
Great Horned Owl. In fact,
there is an official abbreviation
for all 10,000 plus species of
bird in the world. However,
there is one particular abbrevia-
tion that I like to use while lead-
ing birding trips. That abbrevia-
tion is LBJ, and for those of you
in my age category, I am not
referring to Lyndon Baines
Johnson, the 36th President of
the United States. No, when I
use the term LBJ for birding it is
meant to be a funny, catch all
phrase, that means, Little Brown
Jobbie, which describes just
about any small brown bird.

I was recently photographing
a Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia)
nesting colony, which is a good
example of an LBJ bird. These
little brown jobbies really don’t
have any outstanding colors or
patterns. They don’t have a dis-
tinctive shape or flight pattern,
so they are the quintessential
LBJ.

For all their lack of physical
characteristics, the Bank Swallow
is a very remarkable bird. It is

one of the most widespread
birds in the world. They are
found in the whole of Europe
and the Mediterranean regions,
along with North America,
South America, Africa and the
Indian Subcontinent. In these
other regions they are often
called Sand Martin or Collared
Sand Martin, however they are
called Bank Swallow in North
America.

Bank Swallows nest in
colonies of upwards of several
hundred individuals and just
like their name implies, they
nest in small cavities in an earth-
en bank. This colony had per-
haps 100 plus small cavities in a
very tall bank. To capture some
images, I needed to climb up the
outside of the bank and look

over the edge. Sounds simple
enough, right? Fortunately, the
hillside next to the bank was
heavily wooded but extremely
steep. I had about 35 pounds of
camera gear and a portable blind
to drag along with me.

Thank goodness for the trees
growing on side of the hill
because the ground was so steep
that I needed to use the trees to
wedge myself behind the tree
trunks to stop myself from tum-
bling back down the hill. Once I
got up high enough, I made my
way over to the edge of the bank
which gave me a clear view of
the nesting colony. I set up my
fabric blind and wedged myself
between the ground and a 8
inch diameter tree. The only
thing holding me there was the
tree. Without it I would have
slide right down the hill.

Like all swallow species, these
birds are highly migratory and
spend their winters in warm
tropical places in South Ameri-
ca. I find it amazing that a 4-
inch-long bird flies from the
tropics of South America to
northern states just to nest, raise
their young, then turn around
and fly back.

But what is really amazing is
the fact that these tiny birds
excavate their own nesting
chamber. They need particular
soil types to nest in and the
colonies are almost always found

near large bodies of water such
as rivers. I watched these delicate
little birds land on the vertical
face of an 80-foot exposed bank
and using their tiny beak and
feet they slowly scratch and claw
at the soil. To me, it looked like
this speck of a bird was trying to
move a mountain.

Eventually, after several days
of battling the mountain, they
would have a slight depression
where the bird could land and
continue the monumental task

of attacking the mountain.
Eventually they will have a small
cavity dug out where they can
lay their eggs. The cavity ranges
from several inches deep
upwards of 4 feet deep. I just
can’t imagine these delicate birds
being able to move that much
sand and dirt to excavate a cavi-
ty that is 4 feet deep.

At the end of their nesting
chamber, the birds will gather
up a few rootlets and a feather
or two to make a nest. They will

lay about 4 eggs before the
female starts to incubate.

Bank Swallows are insect
eaters. They catch their meals on
the wing, concentrating on the
smaller insects such as gnats.
They spend a large part of their
day flying around catching food
before returning to the colony.
Each time I would watch them
fly back to the colony I couldn’t
help but think how amazing
these tiny birds are. Until next
time…

Bank Swallows nest in colonies of upwards of several hundred individuals and just like their
name implies, they nest in small cavities in an earthen bank. This colony had perhaps 100 plus
small cavities in a very tall bank. 
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Graphic Design @reasonable prices
CUSTOM
DESIGNS

QUALITY
SERVICE

BROCHURE
DESIGN

POSTER
DESIGN

SIGNAGE
DESIGN

BUSINESS
CARDS

Contact us today ads@anandaleadvocate.com

Director of Public Works Joe
Haller indicated that it was possi-
ble construction could continue
after the substantial completion of
phase one, but nothing is for sure
at this time.

“Any changes to the schedule
has to be approved by MnDot,”
Haller said. “We just have to wait
and see.”

The current schedule calls for

completion of the project by
November 2020. If work did not
stop from June 27 to July 6, the
project may get done that much
sooner.

“That would be a good thing,”
said Annandale Mayor Dewey
Gunnarson at a recent City
Council meeting.
Detours

Traffic from Highway 55 is
utilizing Poplar Ave. as the detour
to continue to Hwy 24 towards
Clearwater.

The intersection of Oak Ave.
and Park St. was recently closed

but scheduled to be reopened Fri-
day, June 12. Until it reopens
motorists must follow signs on
Chestnut St. and go north on
Pleasant Ave. and left on Lake
Drive to reach the north side of
Park Ave.

MnDot indicated that the
detour may alternate between the
intersection of Park-Oak and
Pleasant- Park, as one or the other
must remain open.

Project
From page 1

▼

NATURE SMART

Stan Tekiela
www.naturesmart.com

Copies Made
While you wait or 

pick-up later. 
We’ll do the work!

AdvocateANNANDALE

Main Street, Annandale

Mon.- Fri. 9am-5pm           Saturday: 9am-12pm           Sunday: Closed

NOW OPEN

HELP HAS ARRIVED!

Downtown Maple Lake 
28 Birch Avenue South

763-228-0614
Groomers:

Kathy Marquette  &  Katie Payne
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