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Gun control measures advance in Minnesota
House spending bill, Senate GOP says they’re ‘dead’

Dana
g&\mNews

ST. PAUL — The Minnesota
House of Representatives in the
early hours of Tuesday, April 30,
wvoted to advance a pair of gun con-
trol proposals as part of a larger
public safety and spending bill.

On a 70-64 vote, lawmakers
advanced the larger bill, which will
face opposition in the Republi-
can-controlled Senate.

Supporters said the measures

gun without a permit, authorize
self-defense with a firearm against
a perceived threat of i

passed them off the floor but they
would've faced a difficult path in
the - Senate.

‘Genius is the ability to put
into effect what is an youss noc{'
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death or bodily harm and require
background checks at the point of
purchase for a firearm for those
with a criminal record.

“These bills are not going to do
that, they’re not going to get rid of
gun violence," Rep. Peggy Bennett,
R-Albert Lea, said. “What they are
gnmﬁ to do is get rid of due pro-

In an effort to ensure Gazelka
didn’t “stomp” them out, Hortman
said she added them to the public
safety spending bill and was pre-
pared to prioritize them in end-of-
session budget talks.

“We are bringing this to negoti-
ations and I plan to fight for these
provisions mclltil the very last days,"”

sai

were needed to reduce i
of gun violence in the state while
opponents said the measures went
too far in infringing on Minneso-
tans' right to bear arms.

One of the measures would
require background checks at
the point of purchase of a pis-
tol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon. The other so-called
“red flag" measure would allow a
law enforcement officer or county
attorney to request that the court
remove a person’s firearms if they
are believed to pose a threat to
themselves or to others.

“We have an epldetmc of gun
death in our country, eP
Pinto, DFL-St. Paul said. “We ran

add:ess that epldermc and at the
same time protect those responsi-
ble gun owners.”

Republican lawmakers tried and
failed to amend the bill to allow
that Minnesotans could carry a

GOP }
amendmg the proposal lo study
where those 0 pos-

Gazelka told reporters that the

sess firearms obtained them

The debate came hours after leg-
islative leaders in the nation’s only
divided Legislature dug in on the

r?osals.

v ouse Speaker Melissa Hort-
man, DFL-Brooklyn Park, rallied
Wlﬂl gun control supporters Mon-

would sink in the Senate.
“We're just not going to do it,”
Gazelka said. “The bills are dead.”

Other spending bill
components:

» If approved, the bill would
allow felons to vote after they've

day and said the

would pass in the House, despite
opposition from some in her cau-
cus. Senate Majority Leader Paul
Gazelka, R-Nisswa, meanwhile,
said the bills would be “dead” in
the Senate.

The move to add the proposals
to the House DFL's public safe-

ty and judiciary ze?«:“dmg proposal
came after Ga: said the pro-
posals wouldn't pass separal in
the Minnesota Senate. The GOP
leader last month said he'd hold
hearings on the bills if the House
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C their prison

» It would ban private prisons in
Minnesota.

» It would create a task force to
consider legalizing marijuana for
recreational use.

» The bill revises the state sexual
assault laws and sets up a task force
to review them.

» And the proposal would boost
funding for correctional officers.
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