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voters

On abortion,

A Clarence Page
| Columnist

Democratic presidential front-run-
ner Joe Biden is taking heat and light for
his recent switcheroo on abortion
rights. But Biden is hardly alone in his
inconsistency on this volatile issue.
Some of us remember how now-presi-
dent Donald Trump made a famous
abortion switcheroo too.

Biden’s big switch came in early
June, two days after he reaffirmed his
support for the Hyde Amendment,
which bans federal funding for most
abortions. For decades, the mostly pro-
choice Biden voted nevertheless for the
Hyde Amendment, citing his Catholic
faith and a belief that anti-abortion tax-
payers should not have their tax dollars
used to fund abortions.

But after two days of attacks from his
many rivals in the 2020 Democratic
field, Biden cited “extreme laws” passed
or proposed by Republicans to roll back
abortion access in states across the
country — especially in the South - to
justify changing his mind.

“If I believe health care is a right, as I
do,” he told a Democratic National Com-
mittee gala in Atlanta, “I can no longer
support an amendment that makes that
right dependent on someone’s ZIP
code.”

Republicans and anti-abortion activ-
ists predictably pounced, but Trump al-
ready made that criticism more than a
little awkward by pulling a switcheroo of
his own - in the other political direction.

Back in 1999, Trump the outspoken
celebrity real estate developer told
NBC’s Tim Russert that even regarding
late-term abortions, he was “very pro-
choice.”

Until his 2016 presidential campaign,
anyway.

That’s when Trump declared in a
heated town hall exchange with MSNBC
host Chris Matthews that “you have to
ban” abortion and “there has to be some
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Americans have been wobbly on abortion since long before the Supreme Court’s
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion nationwide — yet current
polls show us moving more in favor of abortion rights. GETTY IMAGES

form of punishment” for women who
have one anyway.

That drew fire from both sides of the
debate. Anti-abortion activists disliked
his adding fuel to the notion that they
would want to jail women. Many of
them call that a myth, although their at-
titude toward abortion doctors tends to
be less merciful.

Trump’s campaign issued a state-
ment that same day to clarify that his
call for punishment applied only to the
doctor and other medical practitioners
performing an abortion, not the woman
having one. That clarity mattered. His
tough anti-abortion stance helped him
to win about 85 percent of the evangeli-
cal Christian vote and keep their sup-

port as part of his fiercely loyal base.

Yet he also has reawakened pro-
abortion rights activism among Demo-
crats, as evidenced by Biden’s shift. Al-
ready under fire from the progressive
wing, the moderate Biden is merely try-
ing to catch up with his party so that he
might lead it.

That ambiguity follows another na-
tional political reality. Americans have
been wobbly on abortion since long be-
fore the Supreme Court’s landmark 1973
Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion
nationwide - yet current polls show us
moving more in favor of abortion rights.

A new NBC News/Wall Street Journal
poll conducted June 8-11 shows solid
growth in the number of Americans who

still lean to the wobbly middle

say abortion should be legal or legal
most of the time - to 56 percenty in the
latest poll from 49 percent in September
2008.

Opposition to abortion is strongest in
regard to the third trimester of pregnan-
cy and weakest in regard to the first tri-
mester. In between is the wobbly middle
ground of public opinion that has tried
without much lasting success to strike a
balance between the two highly prized
values of “life” and “choice.”

Americans have managed to main-
tain both in a Jell-O-like compromise
that totally pleases neither side — which
also is a sure sign of a true compromise.

But those early weeks of pregnancy
comprise the phase targeted by the new
wave of strong anti-abortion bills that
Alabama, Missouri and other states
have passed since conservative Justice
Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation, which
has raised new hopes for opponents of
Roe v. Wade.

And that has led to more drastic posi-
tions on the Democratic side, where
progressives such as Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez of New York have pulled
almost all of the 2020 presidential field
to view government-funded abortion as
an issue of income inequality: Why
should low-income women be penal-
ized, as Biden now asks, just for being
poor or living in a conservative state?

Good question, in my view. But Biden
also is wise to go slow. Democrats need
to keep their progressive wing ener-
gized, but they also need to maintain
and build victories in districts that for-
merly voted for Trump. Hillary Clinton’s
campaign was lost largely in the upper
industrial Midwest, a region that for-
merly voted for President Barack Oba-
ma and where polls often show Biden’s
appeal besting Trump’s.

The progressives may be irritated by
Biden’s moderate, pragmatic approach.
But they, too, want to beat Trump. As a
result, I expect that wobbly middle —
and those who know how to appeal to it
- to look better and better.

E-mail Clarence Page at cpage@
chicagotribune.com
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reached out to by travel-
ers who planned to come
to St. Cloud and changed
their plans after the lat-
est “branding effort.”

The smartest young
people — the ones we
need to attract to our
companies — will be less
likely to move here.
Doubt it? Ask your kids
if they’d Google a city
before considering a job
offer there.

Our own young peo-
ple, many raised with
classmates and team-
mates and friends in a
rainbow of colors, will
think harder than they
should have to about
where they want to
make a life.

All of that will limit
our tax base, depress our
property values, curtail
our career options, push

America is struggling with its original

sin more openly now than it has in
decades. St. Cloud just became a
poster child for the wrong side.

make us poorer. And we
will still have refugees
and immigrants among
us, just as we always
have, since the days of

Upper Town, Lower
Town and Middle Town.
As it should be.

Also: Let’s not gloss
over the fact that the
hate bred by our trem-
bling class is simply
wrong — like slavery and
segregation were wrong,
like internment camps
for Japanese citizens
were wrong, like “civiliz-
ing” the Native Ameri-
can population was
wrong.

America is struggling
with its original sin —
racism — more openly

came a poster child for
the wrong side. Again.

That is because of the
un-American cowardice
of the minority who hide
their deep-seated inse-
curities behind the bra-
vado of false patriotism
— a milquetoast patrio-
tism that venerates the
flag and Lee Greenwood
songs over the bedrock
principle of America: All
men are created equal.

Prove your courage.
Speak up.

This is the opinion of
the Times Editorial
Board, which consists of
News  Director Lisa
Schwarz, Engagement
Editor Randy Krebs and
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ronmental justice and to
reach out to us. We also
urge community mem-
bers to have conversa-
tions, get to know each
other, build knowledge
and organize to effect
change.

Signed,

Corrie Grosse, Aman-
da Macht Jantzer, Kyle
Rauch, Bret Benesh, An-
thony Cunningham,
Alexa Evenson, Jean Kel-
ler, Shirley Cardozo, Don
Fischer, Shannon Smith,
Miranda Novak, Peggy
Landwehr Roske, Jessie
Bazan, Bruce Thornton,
Christina Tourino, Mary
C. Stenson, Ph.D., Ellen
Block, Jonathan D. Carl-
son, William Lamberts,
Chris Conway, Henry Ja-
kubowski, Jim Crumley,
Sucharita Sinha Muk-

Kristina Timmerman,
Susan Riley, Dan Finn,
Fr Michael Patella, OSB,
Jackie Merriam, Dr. De-
rek Larson, Greg Taft,
Megan Sheehan, Kyhl
Lyndgaard, Brian John-
son, Jeanne Cofell, Steve
Wagner, Vincent M.
Smiles, Maureen McCar-
ter, Janelle Hinchley, Fr.
Anthony Ruff, OSB, Erica
Stonestreet, Yvette Pig-
gush, Madeleine Israel-
son, Laura Bauer, Matt
Lindstrom, Kathleen A.
Cahalan, Kelly Rae
Kraemer, M. Sheila Nel-
son, MSW, Ph.D., Phil
Kronebusch, Patricia
Weishaar, Emily Esch,
Justin Zanchuk, Diane
Veale Jones, Ken Jones,
Richard M. Wielkiewicz,
David Paul Lange, OSB,
Christi Siver, Rachel Me-
lis, Jacob Jantzer, Alicia
A Peterson, Elissa
Brown, Emily Heying,
Kelly K. Kraemer, Jeffrey

mann, William Cahoy,
Terence Check, Stephen
G Saupe, Sarah Gainey.
These faculty and
staff are members of the
following departments:
Environmental Stud-
ies, Psychology, Outdoor
University, Mathemat-
ics, Philosophy, Nutri-
tion, Gender Studies,
First Year Seminar, His-
panic Studies, Exercise
Science and Sport Stud-
ies, History, IT Services,
CSB/SJU Archives, Bene-
dictine Living Commu-
nity, Music, English, So-
ciology, CSB/SJU Librar-
ies, Biology, Theology,
Chemistry, Physics, Eco-
nomics, School of Theol-
ogy, Accounting and Fi-
nance (ACFN), Educa-
tion, Languages and
Cultures, Political Sci-
ence, Peace Studies, Art,
CSB Sustainability Of-
fice, Computer Science,
Academic Affairs.
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Some of Pope’s re-
search at Stanford’s Haas
Center revealed that en-
gagement, not money,
was a better predictor of
happiness. It isn’t that
the grades, credentials
and income don’t matter.
It is that listening to your
heart, being engaged, is
more important. Engage-
ment takes compassion,
empathy and love.

Being happy in the
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next phase of life, wheth-
er it is through gradua-
tion, marriage or career,
being open and empa-
thetic, curious and com-
passionate will lead one
to take risks and meet
others. In turn, that often
means stepping into un-
comfortable places and
sometimes failing. It of-
ten means doing what
others are not. Baristas
and bartenders are often
more satisfied with their
lives than doctors and
lawyers.

An old Jewish teaching
says that we are meant to
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for people who matter by people who care.
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murphygranite.com

repair the world. The
point is not that we must
fix it, but that we are re-
quired to try. That at-
tempt takes empathy and
compassion and love in
equal measure.

This is the opinion of
Ben Ament, world citizen.
He hopes to leave that
world slightly better than
he found it. His column is
published the fourth Sun-
day of the month.
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2234 Division Street, Waite Park
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Not valid with other offers.
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There is only one Wild
Bird Center. We are
located across the street
and one block west of
the Olive Garden.

If you’re anywhere else,
you’re not at the
Wild Bird Center.

THE WILD BIRD CENTER
320.253.5677

103 Division Street  Waite Park




