
Central Minnesotans deserve
world-class transportation options to
commute to work, visit family and
safely travel throughout our state.
That’s why the desire to extend North-
star to St. Cloud is as old as the com-
muter rail line itself. It’s something I’ve
heard at the doors, during community
events and from advocates at the Capi-
tol — “Finish Northstar.”

This week we made the fi�rst real
steps toward making that a reality
when my bill was introduced. There
have been past attempts to extend
Northstar, but my bill, HF 1179, con-
tains funding, accountability mea-

sures and a bipartisan approach to actu-
ally getting the job done.

My bill provides funding from two
diff�erent places to get the project going:
$850,000 from the general fundand
$6.5 million appropriated from the sale
of general obligation bonds.

My bill also directs the Minnesota
Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) to commence negotiations
with BNSF Railway once the project is
underway. To ensure accountability,
MnDOT would provide annual legisla-
tive reports in 2020 and 2021, enabling
the Legislature to take action as needed
to support the project to its completion.
In our community, there is urgency to do
the project as soon as possible, and I
have urgency to do it right.

Not only is this bill going to be heard,
we’re bringing the committee hearing to
you. The House Transportation com-

mittee will meet from noon to 3 p.m. Fri-
day at St. Cloud City Hall. I hope I see
you there.

Testifying in support of my legisla-
tion will be Mayor Dave Kleis,as well as
St. Cloud Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Teresa Bohnen. These leaders, like
many others in our community, recog-
nize the need for this rail and the signif-
icance of this bill.

Rep. Tama Theis is a co-author of the
bill,demonstrating her commitment to
take a reasonable and bipartisan ap-
proach to bringing Northstar to St.
Cloud. I’m excited for the opportunity to
take our fi�rst steps towards fi�nishing
Northstar, and I’ll continue to fi�ght to get
this project done for our community as
your state representative.

If you would like to testify on this bill
for our Friday hearing, please contact
John Howe at john.howe@house.mn.
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PARIS – U.S. Vice President Mike
Pence addressed a group of European
dignitaries last week at a conference in
Warsaw, Poland, meant to rally support
for Middle Eastern peace, and he ap-
peared visibly shocked by the audi-
ence’s reaction to parts of his speech.

“The time has come for our Euro-
pean partners to withdraw from the
Iran nuclear deal and join with us as we
bring the economic and diplomatic
pressure necessary to give the Iranian
people, the region and the world the
peace, security and freedom they de-
serve,” Pence said.

The vice president stopped for ap-
plause after this line – and was met
with complete silence. He visibly bris-
tled before continuing.

What’s wrong with Europeans? Why
aren’t they applauding the desire for
peace? Perhaps because Europeans
long ago learned the lesson that
“peace” is often just a euphemism for
more war.

From the outset, the conference was
a game of semantics to mask overt en-
thusiasm for further armed confl�ict.
Originally billed as a conference about
Iran, it was then labeled a Middle East-
ern peace conference, with “peace” ob-
viously defi�ned as a Middle East run
entirely by America’s allies: Israel, Sau-
di Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates. The message was that such peace
can only be achieved by bringing Iran to
heel through confl�ict.

The problem is that when the U.S.
addresses these supposed risks, it of-
ten becomes the rest of the world’s
problem. From Afghanistan and Syria
to Libya and Yemen, Europe has had to
pitch in with the cleanup and deal with
the waves of refugees that result from
such interventions.

Rachel Marsden is a columnist, polit-
ical strategist and former Fox News host
based in Paris. She is the host of the syn-
dicated talk show “UNREDACTED with
Rachel Marsden” Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Eastern: http://www.unredacted-
show.com. Her website can be found at
www.rachelmarsden.com.
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world where we all depend upon each
other in nearly every aspect of our lives.
At the very least, we depend upon a cer-
tain world order of tolerance and respect
for each other; a certain level of civility,
acceptance and decorum. 

Images of “reefer madness” suggest
just the opposite.

On the other hand, perhaps it is these
societal expectations themselves, these
levels of civility and decorum, which
create the need for escape and the desire
for hallucination.

Maybe that’s the bigger picture here:
the human propensity for escape.
Whether it's alcohol, the mind-numbing
infl�uence of too much television, social
media, shopping, gambling or a plethora
of other legal or illegal inducements,
what is it about our being that so desper-
ately seeks escape?

Is life so miserable and painful that
we need the stimulus of mind-altering
drugs or the numbing eff�ects of external
infl�uences to cope?

Torn between the moral persuasions
of established religious orders and a
well-spring of public tolerance and de-
sire, lawmakers must choose between

When people start talking about the
legalization of marijuana, I'm quick to
respond, "They might as well legalize
stupidity."

But then I realize that stupidity isn't
illegal, with an afterthought of personal
gratitude. Who among us hasn't done
something that we regret later in our
lives?

The debate goes beyond the desire, by
some, to fi�ll their lungs and their minds
with intoxicating stimulants. It even
goes beyond issues of healthy choices,
substance abuse, impaired reactions,
addiction, the loss of mental faculties,
tax revenues, penalties and production.

In my opinion, the issue of legalizing
marijuana is yet another example of
pushing the envelope of personal free-
doms and the perceived rights of indi-
viduals to make decisions for them-
selves — right or wrong, good or bad.

Libertarian Party advocates fi�ercely
defend all matters pertaining to individ-
ual liberties. If our life choices aff�ect only
ourselves, causing no harm or adverse
impact on others, they say, why
shouldn't we be free to make our own de-
cisions? If we choose to live in an altered
state of mind, whether for a moment or a
lifetime, shouldn't we have the right to
decide? 

Pot smokers and marijuana legaliza-
tion advocates would resoundingly say,
"Yes!"

The bigger question, however, is
whether any one person is or truly can
be an island among themselves in a

the levels of escape that are deemed ac-
ceptable or not. 

Centuries of human suff�ering prom-
ulgated by societal norms fi�ll our history
books. What were once considered im-
moral, illegal or sacrilegious are now ac-
cepted as commonplace and irrelevant.

Ultimately, issues of individual free-
doms always come down to matters of
personal responsibility.

Can we consume alcohol “responsi-
bly?" Can we smoke dope “responsi-
bly?" Can we surf the internet “respon-
sibly?" Can we do sports betting “re-
sponsibly?"

How about other mind-altering or
pain-relieving concoctions? Can we in-
hale cocaine “responsibly?" Can doctors
dispense opioid medications “responsi-
bly?"

Where do we draw the lines between
acceptable behaviors and victimless
crimes? How do we defi�ne responsibil-
ity? Or, better yet, where do we fi�nd hap-
piness and fulfi�llment?

On the surface, I could care less if
people want to smoke dope. Although
it’s not for me, how they choose to live
their lives is their business.

But if there comes a time when they
abuse their personal freedoms; when
their lifestyle choices present chal-
lenges for me or others in society due to
self-imposed economic hardships, so-
cial stigmas or declines in mental or
physical health, then it becomes our
business.

Is it our government’s responsibility
to protect us from ourselves?

As far as I’m concerned, why do we
spend enormous amounts of tax dollars
trying to keep people from making poor
decisions? Why should we have to as-
sume responsibility for the few who
can’t assume responsibility them-
selves?

Why should the public have to subsi-
dize food, housing, healthcare and other
essentials of living for those who make
poor decisions; legal or not?

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again
and again, “Personal freedoms assume
personal responsibility!” 

Are we there yet?
This is the opinion of Paul Bugbee, a

Central Minnesota resort owner. His col-
umn is published the third Thursday of
the month.
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