
Presenting our
region’s next chapter

in healthcare.
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Join us in celebrating the completion of our
primary care and specialty clinics, therapy
services, and more.
As your trusted leader in healthcare, your health
is our top priority. So we’ve made our services
even better.

Bring the whole family!

Grand Opening

• Guided tours
• Free gifts• Prize drawings

for adults
and kids

• Delicious BBQ meal

200 Bunker Hill Drive, Aitkin

370 - 3rd Ave. S. Isle, MN
320-676-3232

John R. Miller, DDS
Keeping Smiles Bright

since 1982
www.islefamilydentistry.com

• Accepting new patients
• New - We now accept most insurance plans.
• New Website coming with: Improved
communication ability, a list of
In-Network Insurance Plans, online
payment options.

Isle Family
Dentistry

THE SCENARIO 
During the exercise, real 

response from the partici-
pating agencies occurred, 
and the city street depart-
ment blocked off the roads 
within a two block radius 
of the high school. The drill 
lasted approximately four 
hours.

All agencies participating 
in the mock active shooter 
exercise were instructed to 
carry on “in place” as they 
would on a normal work-
day. Meanwhile, seven 
mock gunshot victims po-
sitioned themselves in the 
high school media center, 
each wearing a card listing 
their injuries and mental 
status. 

The mock shooter was 
positioned nearby, and 
the drill began with a loud 
speaker simulating the 
sound of live gunfire. “Code 
Red” was announced over 
the intercom, followed by 
the arrival of responding 
law enforcement officers. 
Once the threat of the 
shooter was eliminated 

by law enforcement, first 
responders entered the 
media center. 

A call was made to dis-
patch for Emergency Med-
ical Services to provide an 
ambulance. Meanwhile, 
officers checked the mock 
victims and acted out nec-
essary first aid based on the 
conditions listed on the cue 
cards.

The speaker began play-
ing sounds of panicked 
screaming in the hallways. 
Law enforcement cleared 
each room in search of 
additional threats within 
20 minutes before allow-
ing EMS to safely enter the 
building. 

Each mock victim was 
triaged based on the se-
verity of their injuries. The 
fire department arrived and 
was escorted by law en-
forcement up to the media 
center to aid in transport-
ing victims on stretchers to 
the awaiting ambulances. 

Within 35 minutes of 
the start of the drill,  am-
bulances had begun trans-

porting all mock victims to 
the nearest medical facility, 
Riverwood Healthcare Cen-
ter. Hospital Emergency 
Room staff then deter-
mined whether to transport 

mock victims via North Me-
morial Agusta 109 Grand 
helicopter to the nearest 
available trauma care cen-
ter in St. Cloud, the Metro-
politan or Duluth.
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The mock gunshot victims were posed in the Aitkin High 
School media center. Responders from the Aitkin County 
Sheriff’s Department and the Aitkin City Police were first 
on the scene to call for Emergency Medical Services.   

Emergency training/ Rooms were cleared within 20 minutes
Continued from page A1

BRIELLE BREDSTEN PHOTOS
Participants gathered at the Aitkin County Sheriff’s Office for a safety briefing prior to the exercise, and afterwards to  
discuss successes and areas for improvement identified during the training.  

EMS crews 
checked 
vitals and  
instructed 
the mock 
victim to 
apply  
pressure to 
the gunshot 
wound to 
his jaw while 
stretchers  
arrived. 
The victim 
was given a 
blanket for 
shock. 

Aitkin County Sheriff Dan Guida (right) led the emergency 
training discussion and Aitkin Police Chief Tim Catlin (left)
made safety observations during the exercise. 

The acting victims wore cards indicating their injuries and 
mental state.  


