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School board learns of unmet goals, new targets
VICTORIA TROMBLEY

Correspondent

For the fi rst time since the inception 
of the Q Comp Program at Delano Pub-
lic Schools, no site within the district met 
its goals for the 2017-18 school year, Q 
Comp Lead Peer Coach Meghan Gibas 
told the Delano School Board Monday.

Q Comp is a teacher-led program cre-
ated to provide educators the opportu-
nities to learn and grow professionally 
while helping students reach their full 
potential and achieve academic success. 

Starting with Delano Elementary 
School, its new goal for 2018-2019 is to 
increase reading test scores from 83.3 
percent profi cient to 94.9 percent pro-
fi cient. Gibas stated that it’s a big jump 
but, instead of testing the students one 
time a year, they will test them in the fall 
and  the spring to monitor the progress 
being made throughout the school year. 

One of the goals DES administration 
wants to incorporate into the schedule, 
Principal Darren Schuler said, is Guided 
Reading Implementation, which allows 

teachers not to teach a select book but 
to essentially teach their students read-
ing strategies that they can apply to all 
books.  

Schuler also made a note on the re-
vised DES schedule. For years he men-
tioned that he wanted to have recess 
before lunch, and with the fourth grade 
moving to a new location this allowed 
them to make that change.  

One of the positives of the schedule 
change, Schuler said, was that it gave a 
consistent 50-minute prep time for grade 

level planning during which staff can 
get together over lunch and recess time 
to collaborate and plan. There is also a 
designated 30-minute morning meeting 
time for K-3 teachers in the building to 
start their day. 

One of the things Schuler said he 
struggled with was fi nding time to sit and 
meet with grade-level staff to talk about 
data, so he has set up what is called data 
meetings bi-monthly to see where they 
are moving in terms of interventions, 
and to monitor student performance.

Delano Intermediate School Principal 
Barry Voight said the school’s mission 
statement is to achieve, thrive, and excel. 

His fi rst goal for the school is to im-
prove the FAST reading scores from 91 
percent profi cient in 2018, to 91.50 per-
cent profi cient by spring of 2019. 

 “In order to develop this goal, we 
have to look at the historical trend of 
our current fourth- through sixth-grad-
ers, with the exceptions of move-ins and 
move-outs,” Voight said.

Fire department 
fundraiser Saturday
Delano Wine and Spirits will host a 
fundraiser, including food for sale 
and a silent auction, from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27. Funds from will 
go toward an infrared camera for the 
Delano Fire Department.  
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DACC candidate forums 
Monday, Tuesday
Delano Area Chamber of Commerce 
will host candidate forums at 7 p.m.  
Monday, Oct. 29, and Tuesday, Oct. 
30, at Delano City Hall (234 N. Sec-
ond St.) See more information in the 
community section.
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Wednesday
Local businesses will participate in the 
inaugural Delano Area Chamber of 
Commerce Business Trick or Treat 4-
6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31.  See more 
information, including a full list of par-
ticipating businesses, in the community 
section.

Blood drive Tuesday
Landscape Structures, 601 Sev-
enth St. S., Delano, will host 
a blood drive 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 30.  To register, 
download the American Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
redrcossblood.org, or call 800-
733-2767.

Trunk or Treat Sunday
Delano United Methodist Church, 
3310 County Line Rd. SE., will host 
Trunk or Treat from 3-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 28. Buckets of candy will be in 
decorated car trunks, in addition to 
hot cocoa, carnival games and crafts 
for young children, and ga-ga ball 
for older kids.

JAN ENGELHARDT
Correspondent

The economy, taxes, tariffs, and 
banking were the main topics on the 
agenda during US 6th District Con-
gressman Tom Emmer’s visit to the 
Oct. 18 meeting of the Delano Area 
Chamber of Commerce at Unhinged 
Pizza.

Emmer began his remarks by cor-
recting what he believes is some mis-
information about the recent tax cuts 
bill. 

“Despite the rhetoric that’s out there 
that these tax cuts were for the wealthy, 
that’s not just disingenuous, well, actu-
ally, disingenuous is a very nice word. 
I’m here to say it’s a lie; it’s not true. 
The tax cuts were for the middle class, 
primarily.”

Emmer said the tax cuts have boost-
ed economic growth. 

“Just two years ago in December, 
just two years ago, the economy was 

growing at 1.7 percent. The tax cut bill 
and the regulatory relief that we’ve 
seen over the last almost two years 
now has got the economy growing like 
it hasn’t grown in a long time,” Emmer 
stated.

A doubling of the standard deduc-
tion will benefi t middle-class taxpay-
ers and will increase production, espe-
cially in northern Minnesota.

Emmer explained, “Manufactur-
ing is coming back at a record pace. 
It’s amazing. You talk to the guys up 
north. They will tell you that the piles 
of taconite pellets are higher than they 
have ever seen in their lifetime. And we 
have 11 mines working at full capacity 
for the fi rst time in years. And you go 
through northern Minnesota and you 
look to see, what does that mean to us? 
All these little towns that have been 
shuttered and closed and kind of quiet 
are springing back to life. That’s what 
we should have.”

Emmer believes the long-standing 
debate in America has been “about the 
right amount of government,” an argu-
ment over regulation and taxes.

“The issue is, where is that balance? 
And when we get out of balance with 
too much regulation and too great a 
tax burden, guess what? The economy 
slows down; it acts like a wet blanket 
over the top of the economy,” Emmer 
stated.

In this debate, Emmer asserted that 
some people argue President Rea-
gan raised taxes in the 1980s, which 
Emmer said is inaccurate. 

He explained, “They passed Kemp-
Roth. They passed a huge tax cut. That 
was the last time anything as signifi -
cant as one we did at the end of last 
year.” 

The theory was that tax cuts would 
stimulate economic growth, resulting 
in more government revenue. 

However, there was a lag in the ex-

pected growth. 
“When they did it in the 1980s, it 

didn’t happen right away,” Emmer 
stated.

As a result, Emmer explained, “They 
repealed some of the tax cuts they had 
done initially that had never been put 
into practice. And guess what? They 
no sooner did that; then all of a sud-
den, about two years into the Reagan 
experience, it started heading back up. 
What we know from that experience, 
if you study history, is from that point 
forward, the mid-‘80s, we had what 
economists have called the Great Boom 
Period in economics. What’s that? The 
greatest single period of wealth cre-
ation the world has ever known.”

Emmer believes that the recent tax 
cuts are remedying slow growth with-
out any delays, 

Emmer addresses myriad of topics at DACC meeting

Congressman Tom Emmer greeted 
members of Delano Area Chamber 
of Commerce.
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see EMMER, 5A

Chun Mee to close
GABE LICHT

Editor

Helen Chun plans to serve her last 
meals at Chun Mee in Delano within 
the next fi ve days.

“Dear Chun Mee patrons, with 
great sadness, it’s hard to believe 
the end of October will be the last 
time Chun Mee will serve the won-
derful surrounding communities 
of Delano,” states an image shared 
on the restaurant’s Facebook page 
Thursday. “Many fond memories 
have been shared, and your loyalty 
(is) truly appreciated. Your friend, 

Helen Chun.”
Since then, about 90 people have 

reacted to and/or commented on 
the post, and more than 50 people 
shared it, causing it to reach more 
than 6,000 Facebook feeds in a mat-
ter of days.

Many people have reached out 
to Chun since the news broke, with 
some longtime customers returning 
to Delano just for one more meal at 
the local Chinese restaurant.

Helen Chun serves up a meal at Chun Mee, which is closing after 32 
years.               PHOTO BY GABE LICHT

see CHUN MEE, 16A

see SCHOOL BOARD, 5A

(Right) Washington Capitals scout 
A.J. Toews walks downtown with 
the Stanley Cup Sunday afternoon 
in Delano. Top photo: One-month-
old Emma Dirckx, of Delano, cozies 
up in the century-old bowl that sits 
on top of the Stanley Cup during 
its stop at Lupine Sunday. During 
his two days with the iconic NHL 
trophy, Toews shared it with the 
community he and his family now 
reside. Read about the Stanley 
Cup’s journey through Delano and 
see photos from each stop in this 
edition.      PHOTOS BY MATT KANE

Precious 
Metal

PUBLIC NOTICES, 9-10A

» Public accuracy testing: city of 
Delano

» Election notice and ballots: Delano 
Schools, city of Delano, Franklin 

Township
» General election notices: Loretto, 

Independence
»  Independence Ordinance 2018-04
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The Delano tour

After a fun day of socializing with the citi-
zens of Delano Sunday, Monday meant it was 
back to school for the Stanley Cup.

After eating a breakfast of chips and gua-
camole out of the Cup’s original bowl (dated 
1914), which is minted with the words “Do-
minion Hockey Challenge Cup” (nowhere 
does the trophy say “Stanley Cup”), the Toews 
family took the Stanley Cup to school.

It rested on a table in the cafeteria at Del-
ano Elementary School, where every home-
room class was able to get a photo with the 
iconic trophy; then 
sat in the commons 
area at Delano In-
termediate School, 
where the students 
and staff from each 
grade posed for 
group photos; and, 
at the high school 
building, the Toews 
family paraded it 
down the hallways 
for all students and 
staff to see, touch 
and even kiss.

“Our elementary 
students and staff 
were very excited 
to see the Stanley 
Cup fi rsthand,” said DES Principal Darren 
Schuler. “The Toews family was so gracious 
to share this special moment with our students 
and staff. We are very appreciative of the op-
portunity to have the cup visit our school.”

Kaylyn and Sienna Toews are in fi rst and 
third grades, respectively, at DES, and posed 
for photos with the Cup with their homeroom 
classes.

The elementary school students had some 
inside knowledge that the Stanley Cup would 
be paying a visit, and they were prepared as 
much as they could be.

“Last week, I had sent out a short video of 
the history of Lord Stanley’s Cup, so many 
of students were able to get a little historical 
background on the importance of this presti-
gious trophy,” said Schuler. “Many of our stu-
dents could not believe how large the Cup is, 
and many were curious about how much the 
trophy weighed.”

The trophy weighs 35 pounds, although 

Keeper of the Cup Howie Borrow, who ac-
companied the trophy everywhere it went, 
believes some weight was added with a recent 
reconstruction of the base.

Intermediate School Principal Barry 
Voight picked the wrong day to be absent 
from school. Voight was in a meeting he 
couldn’t miss during the Stanley Cup’s late-
morning visit to the new school.

“I’m still sensitive (about it),” said Voight, 
who is a regular player on the frozen pond 
in the Fox Meadow neighborhood where the 

Toews family re-
sides. “I did hear 
from some staff that 
it was a great start 
to the week and a 
nice surprise.” 

Elyse Toews, the 
oldest of the Toews 
children, is in fi fth 
grade at DIS. She 
stood close to the 
Cup in the crowd 
of her classmates 
for a photo. She was 
one of the only stu-
dents at the school 
to know the Stanley 
Cup was coming. 
The jaws dropped 

on many of the unsuspecting students’ faces 
when they caught sight of the Cup.

“We made it a surprise (as much as pos-
sible) at DIS so there really wasn’t a ton of 
anticipation or buildup,” said Voight.

The parade of the Stanley Cup through 
the hallways of the high school put smiles on 
many faces.

“The Stanley Cup was a great surprise for 
the students and staff at DHS Monday morn-
ing. Everyone was smiling and happy to see 
the Cup,” said DHS Principal Steve Heil. 
“Many staff and students took picture with it 
and were able to touch it as it passed by. It 
was a great honor for the school to have this 
opportunity to participate.”

The Stanley Cup paraded with background 
music for a short stretch, thanks to Band Di-
rector Jason Koets, who blew on a tuba that 
appeared to have been born around the same 
time as the Cup, itself.

Delano Public Schools

History Lesson
The students and staff  at the three Delano Schools buildings received a hands-on history lesson 
Monday, when the Stanley Cup paid a visit, courtesy of the Toews family. Above photo, then 
bottom left to right: Elyse Toews and the rest of the fi fth grade class take a group photo with 
the Cup at Delano Intermediate School; Mrs. Kern’s fi rst-grade class gets its photo taken with 
the Cup; and the high school students record the event on their phones as the Cup is paraded 
through the hallway.

PHOTOS BY MATT KANE

High School Band Director Jason Koets 
marches with the Stanley Cup, carrying his 
own relic Monday morning.

PHOTO BY MATT KANE

You never know what might walk through 
the door. Being in the right place at the right 
time paid off  for people around Delano early 

this week when the Stanley Cup strolled 
into several establishments and the school 

buildings. Unlike the trophies won in the other 
major professional sports, the Stanley Cup is a 
trophy for the people, as it is the only one that 
is passed from team to team and shared with 
the families of those who won it, their friends, 

and the fans, all of whom are allowed to touch, 
hug, kiss and pose with the sports icon.

A hands-on 
experience

Polished daily, the Stanley Cup rarely lives a day without contracting hun-
dreds of fi ngerprints, and that’s just fi ne. The trophy, which is the prize 
of the NHL champion each season, is highly accessible to fans, who are 
welcome to soak in its history through touch.

Hockey fans young and old 
used their chance with the 
Stanley Cup to study its his-
tory.

Scott Shoutz of Delano (above) gives the Stanley Cup a smooch 
Sunday afternoon at Dave’s Town Club. Being at Town Club to watch 
the Vikings presented the fortunate opportunity for Shoutz and the 
other surprised patrons to have some intimate time with the Cup. 
Word spread quickly. Photo at right: As soon as Stacie Engel heard, she 
hurried to Town Club to get a selfi e with the icon trophy.

PHOTOS AND STORIES BY MATT KANE
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Sports

Holy Grail
James Anderle gets the most out of his time alone with the Stanley Cup during its 
visit to Lupine Brewing Sunday afternoon.

Dave Carroll (right), owner of Dave’s Town Club, sits 
back and relaxes with Paul Stansberry as the Stanley 
Cup sits quietly against the back wall. The scene was 
far from quiet for most of the Cup’s visit, as hundreds 
of patrons touched, kissed and took photos with the 
iconic trophy during its visit to the iconic watering 
hole.

Holy Grail

Dave’s Town Club
The Vikings were winning and the purple-

wearing patrons at Dave Town Club were al-
ready happy. Then, just like that, the day got 
even better, thanks to the Stanley Cup’s visit 
to Delano’s favorite watering hole.

Dave’s Town Club was the fi rst stop on the 
Stanley Cup’s surprise tour of Delano Sun-
day afternoon.

“No clue until they made that call,” said 
owner Dave Carroll of the Cup coming to 
Delano, let alone his establishment.

Carroll received a call just after noon, not 
long after he had gone home from working 
the morning.

“I went home for the Vikings game, sat 
down to get some paperwork done and to set 
my fantasy football lineup, and then I got a 
call, saying ‘Get back to the bar, I’ve got a 
cool surprise,’” Carroll explained. The caller 
then let Carroll know the Stanley Cup was 
on its way. “I said ‘I can get back there for 
that.’”

Carroll arrived back at Town Club, and 
minutes later in walked Washington Capi-
tals’ Scout A.J. Toews with the Stanley Cup.

The bright sunshine bleeding through 

the front windows lit up the silver icon, il-
luminating it in the dimly lit establishment. 
Heads of the unknowing patrons turned and 
then turned again to make sure they really 
saw what they thought they saw.

Tim Weldon of Burnsville was at the 
Town Club with his sister and two young 
nieces having lunch after visiting one of the 
area orchards.

“We were just sitting here, and in walks 
the Stanley Cup,” he said after his group 
posed for photos and touched the Cup.

That scenario was common.
Abby Christensen of St. Louis Park was 

with her mother Nancy Christensen on a joy-
riding trip in her new car. By chance, they 
decided to have lunch at the Town Club.

“Oh my God, that’s the Stanley Cup,” 
Nancy Christensen declared when the Cup 
was set down for viewing on a table just fi ve 
feet away.

Through the magic of social media, word 
quickly spread that the internationally-
known Stanley Cup was in the small town of 
Delano, and the crowd quickly grew.

“Nobody knew it was there until after an 

hour or two when word got out. None of the 
people in there knew it was coming,” said 
Carroll. “Everybody was there to watch 
the Vikings game. They are all whoopin’ it 
up because (the Vikings) are winning, and, 
boom, here comes the Cup.”

The Town Club has been patronized by 
movie stars (A Simple Plan), professional 
athletes and politicians, but, he noted, it’s 
tough to beat the Stanley Cup.

“The cup is about as good as it gets,” he 
said.

That his establishment made the elite list 
of places Toews would take the Cup during 
its visit to Delano was special to Carroll.

“I’m fl attered. It was cool he thought 
enough of me,” Carroll said of Toews.  “I 
like to think my place is a good community 
place, and, for him to think of (Town Club); I 
was super pleased.”

Sunday, the day the Stanley Cup visited 
Dave’s Town Club, happened to be Carroll’s 
58th birthday. It was, indeed, a happy birth-
day.

“It was a unique birthday present I won’t 
forget,” he said.

Coff ee Cup
Dave Eidahl of Bridge House Coff ee & Cafe tries to comprehend what ex-
actly is sitting on the counter at his Delano establishment. It’s not a tip jar, 
but, rather, the Stanley Cup. The iconic trophy visited Bridge House with 
host A.J. Toews and his family Monday afternoon for lunch. The cafe was 
the Cup’s fi nal stop on it’s two-day journey through Delano.

Bridge House Coffee & Cafe
Bridge House Coffee & Cafe owner Dave Eidahl has 

his share of regulars for lunch. The Stanley Cup is not one 
of them.

Unexpectedly, Eidahl welcomed the hockey icon to his 
coffee house Monday afternoon, when its hosts, the Toews 
family, sat for a lunch of grilled cheese and club sand-
wiches before saying goodbye to the Cup after spending 
two memorable days with it.

A.J. Toews walked through the front door on River 
Street just after noon, and set the 3-foot tall silver tro-
phy on the counter in front of Eidahl, who stood almost 
speechless with a boyish smile on his face.

“It was a shock. I didn’t realize it was in town,” said 
Eidahl, who had no warning. “When it came through the 
door, that was pretty cool.”

The customers visiting for lunch were caught off guard, 
as well.

“The people who were coming in just for lunch were 
shocked,” said Eidahl. “One group, when (the Cup) was 
leaving, asked, ‘Seriously, is that the Stanley Cup?’”

That group quickly went back out the door to the side-
walk, where they were granted their wishes of getting a 
photo with the Cup before it was packed away in the van 
and shipped to the airport.

Scott Dornfeld was not a customer when the Cup ar-
rived at Bridge House, but, when he found out it was there, 

he boogied his way down the block from his offi ce at city 
hall.

“I said, let’s go,” said Dornfeld, who is the buildings 
inspector for the City of Delano. “I put on my hockey shirt, 
and there we went.”

Dornfeld is heavy into hockey, as he runs the Minnesota 
Hockey High Performance Boys 15 camp, but this was his 
fi rst run-in with the Stanley Cup.

“It’s pretty big. It’s something that isn’t going to hap-
pen again for a longtime, unless Washington pulls it off 
again,” he said. “It is pretty special.”

A former hockey dad, Eidahl is well-aware of what the 
Stanley Cup represents. Like the other business owners 
who hosted the Cup, Eidahl was thankful that his estab-
lishment was on Toews’ lists of stops.

“It sure was nice of him to stop in at Bridge House to 
show it off,” said Eidahl. “I’m glad he thought of us and 
that he brought it in.”

Eidahl said people were showing up, hoping to catch 
a glimpse of the Stanley Cup later Monday, after it was 
gone. And the regular who did not eat lunch at Bridge 
House Monday are kicking themselves.

“It was really nice of them to bring it in,” he said Tues-
day. “There is still a lot of buzz going around the coffee 
shop today.”

Those who were at the right places at the right times early last week in Delano may have been fortunate enough 
to see and touch the iconic Stanley Cup at one of its surprise public stops. On Sunday, the Cup paid visits to Dave’s 
Town Club and Lupine Brewing before settling down for a private party. On Monday, it made its rounds at all three 

Delano Schools buildings before stopping for lunch at Bridge House Coff ee & Cafe

Lupine Brewing Company
The second stop for the Stanley Cup on its tour of 

Delano was the Lupine Brewing Company, where the 
shiny silver trophy seemed to fi t it perfectly in the 
forest of four stainless steel, 620-gallon fermentation 
tanks full of what will become the brewery’s fi nest li-
bations.

That’s where Lupine owner James Anderle found 
enough privacy to work up a kiss for the world’s most 
famous trophy.

“I was hoping to drink out of it, but I can’t be too 
greedy,” said Anderle, who played high school hockey 
at Osseo and watched his sons play hockey at Buf-
falo.

Anderle found out the Stanley Cup was on its way 
45 minutes before it walked through the door in the 
arms of A.J. Toews, the Washington Capitals scout 
who hosted the trophy.

For about an hour, kisses, hugs and gentle caresses 
with hands were commonplace as the Stanley Cup 
welcomed surprised patrons and reacquainted itself 
with stalkers who followed it north on River Street 
from its fi rst stop at Dave’s Town Club.

“Everybody had smiles on their faces, including 
myself,” said Anderle. “How could you not smile.”

Like the other business owners who were fortunate 
enough to receive a visit from the Stanley Cup, Ander-
le was grateful to the Toews family for being chosen.

“It was cool. What a great honor,” he said. “We at 
Lupine are honored to be part of the Cup visit to Dela-
no. What a great honor to the community.”

Anderle also commended the NHL and the Hockey 
Hall of Fame for allowing the Stanley Cup to come to 
the fans around the world.

“The Stanley Cup is unique,” he said. “Hats off to 
the NHL for allowing the Cup to travel. It is such a 
great experience for the local communities. That’s 
pretty neat.”

Anderle offered up his place of business if the NHL 
ever wants to put the Stanley Cup on permanent or 
semipermanent display.

“If they ever want to fi nd a place to let it sit for a 
few months, we would be happy to have it at Lupine,” 
he said.

The town of Delano would drink to that.

The Stanley Cup sits at center ice 
at the Delano Area Sports Arena 
Sunday afternoon. The visit from 
the Cup interrupted a youth prac-
tice, but nobody seemed to mind.

Delano Area Sports Arena
The Stanley Cup seems the most 

at home on the ice in an arena some-
where. That appeared so when it 
settled down at center ice at the Del-
ano Area Sports Arena Sunday after-
noon.

“Being able to take pictures with 
the Cup on the ice that my team and 
I built, and being able to put it up on 
my Olympia (resurfacing machine) 
was the coolest experience,” said rink 
General Manager Rick Ragan.

The youth players who were on the 
ice practicing took a break and wel-
comed the Cup to the home of the 
Tigers. Ragan remembered the initial 
reaction of those players.

“When A.J. brought the Cup into 

the rink and set it on the counter right 
at the edge of the ice and I saw the fi rst 
kid on the ice see it, it brought a smile 
to my face,” he said. “That kid’s eyes 
were as big as dinner plates. Then the 
next kid and the next. Pretty soon they 
were all skating as fast as they could 
to get to that corner of the ice just to 

look at it through the glass. Then we 
brought it onto the ice. Every single 
kid and all the coaches were wide-
eyed and had a smile on their faces.”  

Students of the game, both young 
and old, took their time to actually 
read the names and dates that tell the 
history of the oldest trophy in profes-
sional sports. Patrick Kane, Sydney 
Crosby and, now, Alexander Ovechkin 
are the names on the Cup that Today’s 
young players idolize, while Bobby 
Orr, Patrick Roy, Wayne Gretzky and 
Steve Yzerman reminded the older 
members of the hockey-loving crowd 
who they once looked up to.

“Those kids on the ice that day were 
4th and 5th graders. They’ve probably 

only really been watching hockey for 
a handful of years, but to watch them 
study the names and you hear them 
say ‘Look, there’s Crosby,’ ‘Hey, I 
found Ovi,’ and they start working 
their way further up the Cup and you 
hear ‘I found Gretzky’ — it was such 
a great moment,” said Ragan. “Every 
other sport has an individual trophy 
for the winning team. This is the only 
one that travels, and if you win it your 
name stays on for 65 years.

“I’ve gotten to hold three World Se-
ries trophies and a Lombardi trophy. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing, com-
pares to touching, holding, and put-
ting your lips on Lord Stanley’s Cup.

the rink and set it on the counter right 

The Delano tour

The Stanley Cup 
glimmers bright-
ly in the arms of 
A.J. Toews as it 
crosses the Crow 
River Sunday 
afternoon at 
the start of its 
two-day tour of 
Delano.
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MATT KANE
Sports Editor

DELANO — A.J. Toews was 
tired Monday night. It was a 
long two days. So, around 8:30 
p.m. that night, just minutes af-
ter tucking in his fi ve children, 
he, himself called it a night.

“I crashed hard Monday 
night,’ he said. “I was out be-
fore my head hit the pillow.”

Toews was tired after spend-
ing parts of two days (Sunday 
and Monday) hosting the most 
recognizable trophy in sports 
— the Stanley Cup.  Putting 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
smiles on the faces of those 
fortunate enough to have seen 
it in the Delano community is 
exhausting.

And well worth it.
“It was fun watching people 

see the Cup. That was by far 
the most fun I had of the entire 
weekend — people seeing it 
and looking at it,” said Toews, 
who is a scout with the cham-
pion Washington Capitals. “It 
was cool walking down the hall 
at the high school and looking 
at their faces.”

The Stanley Cup tour of Del-
ano began Sunday afternoon 
and concluded Monday after-
noon. 

The unannounced public 
stops included Dave’s Town 
Club, Lupine Brewery and the 
Delano Area Sports Arena be-
fore a private party at the River-
side Commons building Sunday 
night. After the Toews family 
ate breakfast next to and out of 
the Cup at their home Monday 
morning, it was off to school for 
stops at the three Delano Public 
School buildings. The fi nal stop 
was lunch at Bridge House Cof-
fee & Cafe.

“It went how I planned it 
in my head. Between my wife 
planning it and friends help-
ing around town, it went how 
I wanted it to go,” Toews said. 
“The goal was to expose it to as 
many people as I could.”

Toews especially enjoyed the 
unannounced visits.

“Those are the fun things to 
do. I didn’t want it to be some-
thing where people were wait-
ing for me to arrive. I wanted 
there to be a little bit of surprise 
to it,” He said. That surprise 
produced organic reactions of 
disbelief, from, both, the pa-
trons and the owners of the es-
tablishments.

“You could see the appre-
ciation on their faces,” Toews 
said of those owners — Dave 
Carroll of Dave’s Town Club, 
James Anderle of Lupine, and 
Dave Eidahl of Bridge House. 

“These are places I go to in 
town. I am grateful for them be-
ing in our town, so I thought it 
was cool to see what happened 
when I showed up.”

The favorite part of the 24 
hours with the Cup for Toews’ 
wife, Crystal, were the intimate 
times.

“We had a lot of great mo-
ments over the 24 hours with 
the cup, but what I will remem-
ber the most was having it with 
just our family for breakfast. 
Slowing down a little and see-
ing it sitting there in our kitch-
en, it started to sink in a bit 
more,” she said. “This trophy, 
which has always represented 
history and a lot of hard work 
that we understand, was sit-
ting in our kitchen. I will never 
look at it again the same. It is 
now something familiar and 
personal to our family, and we 

have memories that can never 
be taken away.”

Some of that hard work Crys-
tal Toews spoke about came 
from her husband and the rest 
of the scouting department. She 
has the numbers to prove it. 

“Of the 26 players on Stanley 
Cup winning Washington Cap-
itals, 16 were drafted. Eleven of 
those A.J. was on staff for, and 
nine of them he played a role in 
drafting,” she said. 

Crystal Toews is proud of her 
husband, and thinks the Stanley 
Cup’s recent visit may produce 
more Capitals fans in Delano.

“It was a blessing being able 
to share my husband’s accom-
plishments and hard work in 
putting the best hockey team 
in the world together with oth-
ers,” she said. “I think we may 
even have a few more in Delano 
cheering for the Caps.”

The Stanley Cup and handler 
Howie Borrow said goodbye to 
the Delano community and the 
Toews family Monday after-
noon. On Tuesday, life resumed 
as usual for the Toews family.

“On Tuesday, I fi nally 
crashed and was able to catch 
up on some much needed 
sleep,” said Crystal Toews. “I 
felt bad for A.J. though, as he 
was right back at it, going to a 
game Tuesday night.”

Toews was in Sioux City 
Tuesday night scouting poten-
tial Stanley Cup champions of 
the future.

“We may have been the best 
hockey team in the world last 
season but it’s a new year,” said 
Crystal Toews. “It starts all 
over again, trying to fi nd the 
players with the most potential 
each season.”

The work to produce another 

championship team is under-
way, but, before hitting the road 
to Sioux City Tuesday, Toews 
was reminded, again, of who is 
the current Stanley Cup cham-
pions.

“My little boy (Axel) asked 
me to play ‘We are the Champi-
ons’ on the car ride home after 
picking him up from the baby-
sitter,’ Toews said.

Axel, 4, his little brother 
Tayson, 2, and their older sis-
ters, Elyse, 10, Sienna, 8, and 
Kaylyn, 7, were all along for 
the Stanley Cup tour through 
Delano.

“I enjoyed them being able to 
participate,” said Toews. “They 
miss out on a lot of stuff with 
me traveling, so letting them be 
a big part of the celebration is 
something we wanted.”

The Toews family used its 
time with the Stanley Cup to 
give back to a charity they hold 
deer to their hearts, — The 
Reel Hope Project, which pro-
duces videos for foster children 
who are searching for forever 
families.

Donation boxes were spread 
around the Riverside Commons 
building during the private par-
ty Saturday.

“It was busy to say the least, 
getting a celebration and benefi t 
for almost 400 people together 
in a couple weeks, but we were 
able to raise over $5,000 for 
The Reel Hope Project,” said 
Crystal Toews. “With $5,000, 
they will be able to make eight-
plus videos for waiting kids.”

Reel Hope estimates that 
those videos will be viewed 
40,000 times, and that at least 
three kids featured in those 
videos will fi nd homes.

Hugs and Kisses
The Toews family shared plenty of hugs and kisses with the Stanley Cup during their two days with it. Photos from left: Axelson and Sienna Toews give the Cup a hug Monday morning in 
their kitchen; Elyse, Kaylyn and family friend Rick Ragan (holding Axelson) say goodbye Monday morning before A.J. Toews loads the Cup for its trip out of town; Kaylyn kisses her dad’s 
Stanley Cup ring Sunday night at a private party; and A.J. and Crystal Toews share a morning kiss Monday before taking the Cup to school.

Breakfast and eating chips and guacamole out of the historic bowl at the family’s home were on the menu for the Toews 
family Monday morning before taking the Cup to school. At left: the Toews family takes a family photo with the Stanley 
Cup. They are A.J. and Crystal, and children (from left) Elyse, Kaylyn, Sienna, Axelson and Tayson.
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Hugs and Kisses

Two days with the Stanley Cup

Photos from left: The Stanley Cup rides shotgun in the family van Sunday afternoon; Axelson Toews scoops a glob of guacamole from the 
Stanley Cup with a chip; and A.J. and daughter Kaylyn study some names on the Cup Monday morning.

The Toews family grew by two members for parts of two days early last week, when it hosted the Stanley Cup and its handler 
Howie Borrow of the Hockey Hall of Fame. A scout with the champion Washington Capitals, A.J. Toews was granted his time 

with the Cup, just like the players, coaches and executives. The family made the most of the rare opportunity.

The Toews family made sure their closest friends were able to spend some quality time with the Stanley Cup during its 
two-day tour of Delano. A private party was held Sunday night at the Riverside Commons building, where several hundred 
people mingled in the presence of the Cup.
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