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PREMIUM JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER,
EXPERIENCE THE SIMPLICITY® DIFFERENCE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!*

Mowertown, ST
(321) 456-9870
Mon. – Fri.: 9am – 5pm Sat.: 9am – 12pm
www.YourDealership.com

YOUR
LOGO

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See dealer for details.

**See operator’s manual or www.simplicitymfg.com for complete warranty details.

†50 lb. capacity, do not overload; do not carry passengers. Standard on most models.
See operator’s manual for details.

180011D

EVANS IMPLEMENT
Home Appliances, Outdoor Power Equipment and Service Since 1949

Randall, MN • (320) 749-2736
www.mnevans.com

REGENT™

• Briggs & Stratton Professional
Series™ Engines

• Free Floating™ Mower Deck
• Quick Hitch™ Mower Deck
Removal System

• Electric Height-of-Cut
PRESTIGE™

• Suspension Comfort System™

(SCS™, 2WD Model only)
• Deluxe Instrument Panel
• EFI Engine Option
• Electric Height-of-Cut

COURIER™

• Fabricated Mower Deck with
Limited Lifetime Warranty**

• Front or Front & Rear Suspension
and Ergonomic Mesh Seat

• Integrated Cargo Bed†

• Foot Assisted Height-of-Cut

COBALT™

• Independent Four Wheel
Suspension

• Commercial-Grade Fabricated
Mower Deck

• Briggs & Stratton Vanguard™

Engine
• Foot Assisted Height-of-Cut

We can help!
Dr. Allison Zak, Chiropractor

Dr. Cameron Voight, Chiropractor
220 1st St SE, Little Falls, MN

320-631-0258 • littlefallschiro.com
Call to schedule appointment

Locations in Little Falls Or Amp Fitness in Pierz

Yard work putting a
kink in your back?

By TYLER JENSEN
Staff Writer

tyler.jensen@mcrecord.com

 Teenagers who are con-
sidering joining the United 
States Marine Corps were 
able to get a glimpse into 
what they can expect to ex-
perience when they leave for 
San Diego, Calif. or Parris 
Island, at Camp Ripley, 
May 3-4.
 The recruits came from 
all over the state and be-
yond to attend the Marines’ 
Minneapolis Regional Re-
cruiting Office’s Mini Boot 
Camp.
 One at a time, buses 
carrying potential Marines 
rolled into Camp Ripley, 
where the recruits were wel-
comed by actual drill ser-
geants.
 Once the sergeant got 
on the bus, recruits were or-
dered off as quickly as pos-
sible, before assembling in 
formation where Gunnery 
Sergeant Joseph Ferguson 
had them move in and out 
of formation over and over 
again.
 “Overall our initial rea-
son is to establish domi-
nance and set 
a standard 
i m m e d i at e -
ly. We expect 
the best and 
will not allow 
them to devi-
ate from that 
at all,” Fergu-
son said.
 Once he 
steps on the 
bus, Fergu-
son said he 
sets his tone 
and lets the 
recruits know that they have 
to give their best effort.
 The 15-year veteran of 
the Marine Corps was a drill 
instructor from 2008 to 2011 
before being brought back 
into that duty in 2016.
 Having worked at the re-
ceiving depot at actual boot 

camps, Ferguson knows 
what it is like and he and his 
team try to make the mini 
boot camp as close to the 
real experience as possible.
 When Ferguson and oth-

er drill ser-
geants yell the 
same thing at 
recruits again 
and again, 
he said they 
are working 
to instill the 
idea through 
r e p e t i t i o n , 
while creating 
a sense of ur-
gency.
 D u r i n g 
actual boot 
camp, it is 

critical that discipline is 
quickly established, Fergu-
son said.
 “Right when we get on 
that bus for the next 12 
weeks, we have to establish 
that discipline and how we 
do in the beginning is im-
portant,” he said, compar-

ing it to raising a child.
 “How you treat them as 
a kid is going to influence 
them as a teenager,” Fergu-
son.
 While the drill instructors 
may seem mean to some, 
Ferguson said the goal is 
to take civilians who do not 
know how the Marines op-
erate and make them into 
Marines quickly.
 “Instead of giving it to 
them in baby steps, we are 
giving it to them 100 per-
cent,” Ferguson said. “It’s 
only going to pay divi-
dends.”
 The mini boot camp al-
lows recruits to see the hard 
work that goes into becom-
ing a marine, he said.
 One of the potential re-
cruits looking to join the 
marines was Little Falls 
Community High School 
Senior Kenneth Glaser.
 Three of Glaser’s broth-
ers and his sister had joined 
the Marines, which made 
him interested in joining.

 While he had expected to 
get yelled at by drill instruc-
tors, one thing Glaser had 
not expected was for it to be 
so cold at the event.
 As recruits arrived Fri-
day, it was raining at Camp 
Ripley, where they would 
take part in physical tests, 
such as pull-ups after they 
arrived and put their be-
longings in the tin buildings 
that used to house soldiers.
 For Glaser, if  the drill ser-
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During the United States Marine Corps’ mini boot camp, May 3, Recruit Kyle Maxson out of 
the Coon Rapids recruiting office was yelled at by Gunnery Sergeant Joseph Ferguson after 
Maxson dropped his bag.

“Overall our 
initial reason is to 

establish dominance 
and set a standard 
immediately. We 

expect the best and 
will not allow them 
to deviate from that 

at all.”
—Gunnery Sgt. 

Joseph Ferguson

Minnesota teens get a taste, 
and an earful, of boot camp

(Continued on Page 15A)

 Monday, May 13 — 9:30 
a.m.   – Bone Builders exer-
cise and Wild Rummy; 11:45 
a.m. – Dinner, beef tips; 
12:30 p.m. - AARP driver 
safety refresher class.
 Tuesday, May 14 — 9 
a.m. – Pool tourney and 
Dominoes; 11:45 a.m. – 
Dinner, chicken; 1 p.m. – 
Whist.
 Wednesday, May 15 — 
9:30 a.m. – Bone Builders 
exercise class and 500 Cards; 
11:45 a.m. – Dinner, turkey; 
12:30 p.m. - Matter of Bal-
ance.
 Thursday, May 16 — 7 

a.m. – Fresh doughnuts; 9 
a.m. – Pool tourney; 9:30 
a.m. – free legal appoint-
ments; 3 p.m. – Cribbage; 5 
p.m. - Evening meal, coun-
try steak. 
 Friday, May 17 — 8:30 
a.m. – Board of Directors 
meeting; 10 a.m. – Wild 
Rummy; 11:45 a.m. – Din-
ner, barbecue chicken sand-
wich.
 Everyone is welcome for 
the meals. Make reserva-
tions by noon the previous 
day by calling (320) 632-
8200. Meals-on-Wheels are 
also available.

Little Falls Senior Center
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Sales to support raised gardens at LFCC
Little Falls Care Center  will hold a spring plant sale, bake sale 
and silent auction Thursday, May 23, from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 
p.m. On day of sale, bidding closes at 1 p.m. on silent auc-
tion baskets, showcased by Nataly Milbradt, left, and Dor-
othy Smude. Proceeds from the sale will go toward raised 
gardens for the residents. The Center is located across from 
the Holiday Gas Station, 1200 First Ave. NE, Little Falls. For 
information, call Milbradt at (320) 632-2069.
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