Open, shut ... reopened: pelican

Rapids School District looking into sexual
misconduct lllegatic_:ns against coach

Detroit Lakes
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School District closed its case and allowed
Gravalin to return to work, finding no
evidence against him. Now, howewver, the
district has reopened its investigation, at
the urging of Assistant Otter Tail County
Attorney Jake Thomason.

The alleged incident
Immediately following the alleged incident

PECLINED FOR pROSECUTION

of identifying the alleged victim, Pelican

Rapids City Attorney Jeffrey Skonseng said
e could not release the victim's incident

report to the Tribume, because he feared it
would reveal the alleged victim's identity.
He did, however, release the report Pelican
Rapids Police Chief Jeff Stadum made after
questioning Gravalin on Dec. 12 about the

alleged incident.
During his interview with Stadum,

hawn Gravalin s s s e e Gravalin said he did not “remember
denied allegations o Y b s S e St anything even close™ to a “a touch
The Pelican he mentally abused ".-:J-"‘" on the butt” happening during
Rapids High and y ' practice. He said “a lot of times if
School harassed players while . there is an incidental | remember
grades seven e was the head girls - that because of reasons like
through 12 I coach in this,” meaning th;zzpasmhry his
Shawn Gravalin Hankinson, N.ID, in mlenl:lm:ls could be guestioned.
has held a number 2008. Hankinson's hg:mﬁlf;mm:mg:; mﬂ
pasitions i superintendent at even accidentally | 1174
gm nd;:: the time, Jess Smith, : a nlayer:l:ul;gunng praciice olv:‘
mber investigated Gravalin's purposefully doing so as a way
:n‘r:uang conduct and found what appeared to be e congratulating the player. He said, “you do
positions. He inappropriate behavior but nothing that il : not do that;™ "it is very inappropriate;” and
- § supported firing him. Otter Tail County Assistant MIOMeY 3404 that he's never slapped a player on
coaching E"Fdsiﬂs Now, over a decade later, Gravalin is an Jdneeﬂmlasnnm E=Er hl ml the butt in the 20 years he’s coached both
and middle school charges boys and girls.
haskethall coach in the Pelican Rapids School District Mreddmﬂ_mﬁzimnﬂapds % have never done that(.) I do not come
grlsspﬁh‘:e and stands accused of inappropriately schood district look further into the matter. dose to that area,” Gravalin told police.
uﬁg touching a player’s butt duting practice in Stadum sent his completed report to
school's i info , an allegation he also adamantly on Dec. 10, the player’s mother contacted the Otter Tail County Attorney’s Office,
pu denies. the Pelican Rapids Police Department and Thomason anmounced on Jan. 28
5 conduct. After an initial internal investigation that  to report Gravalin touched her daughter that he declined to file charges after
mm had Gravalin on paid administrative leave mawrwmtzly during practice. reviewing the evidence, which included
from Dec. 11 to Jan. 17, the Pelican Rapids While this newspaper has no intention witness staternents and surveillance video.

According to Thomason, no one witnessed
the alleged touch.

"“To be clear, the State has substantial
mnoemsregardmgﬂ:l.e alleged behawior of
Mr. Gravalin, particularly in the light of past
accusations. The State sees litthe reason to
doubt the credibility of the alleged victim in
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Polar Fest in full swing

Ice carving,
Poles-n-Holes
and more
make for

freezing fun

By DL News Staff

They came from as far
away as Rochester, Min-
nesota, and as close by as
Aupdubon: Five teams of
carvers gath-

ered outside the Detroit
Lakes Pavilion this past
Friday and Saturday, Feb.
8-9, to take part in the
inaugural Multi-Block
Ice Carving Competition
that was one of several
new events planned for
the “MN Sn'lce: A Snow
and Ice Showcase,"” which
kicked off DL's annual
Polar Fest celebration in

tures late Saturday after-
noon, with the winners
being announced as part
of the Grand Lighting
Ceremony for King Ishit's
Royal Courtyard and Pala-
tal Playground (post-

On the stage

sight later

Saturday evening.,
lights really showed it off.

poned from Thursday doe
to poor driving conditions
in the lakes area).

First place went to Trev-
or Pearsan, Minneapalis,
and his :ar\rmg partner
Ni Rochester,
whose lifelike sculpture
of a “Budking Cowhoy™
— complete with cowbay
waving his hat in his hand
— was judged o be the

Second place went to

Onthei ice

Vickl Gardes [ Tribunig
The completed "Bucking Cowboy™ sculpture was quite 3

when the colors of the LED

Jay Ray of West Fargo,
whose “Have a Crappy
Day" sculpture of a pair
oluwmesjmrpmgmﬂlz
was both elegant
andmlncale
Third place went to local
competitor Brian  Beto,
Audubon, and his brother
Scott Beto, Backus, whose
“Northwoods Cabin™
scene  included some
beautiful pine trees sur-
rounding a cabin on a lake.
Also drawing comsid-
erable attention on sedal
mediawas the “Home Voy-

FEST: Page AS

‘We're just very honored.

~ SHEILA "TOOTS" Nelson. Jay's widow

Submittad photo
A photo taken this winter shows a snow-covered Jay Melson Lake, located just a
few miles south of Medina, N.D., near Jamestown. The lake was recently named in
henor of Jay Melson, a Detroit Lakes native who was well-respecied and welHiked
as a longtime law enforcement officer.

Jay Nelson Lake: North Dakota
lake named in honor of
former Lake Park police chief

By Marie Johnson Lake Park Police Chief Jamestown, is a touch-
mijohmson who was killed last fallin  ing and apt memorial
@dinewspapers com a hunting-related acci- for a3 man who loved the

A lake in North Dako-
ta has been named in
honor of Jay Melson, the
well-regarded former

dent that shocked and
saddened the community.

Melson's family mem-
bers say the naming of
JTay Nelsom Lake, mear

Great Outdoors as much
as Nelson did.
“I think it's a great

LAKE: Page A7
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DEATH NOTICES

—_— ———

Clayton Jensen
Feb. 22, 1928 - Feb. B, 2018
DETROIT LAKES, Minn. -
Clayton Jensen, 80, Detroit
Lekee, died Saturday, Feb. 9,
in Ecumen - Emmanuel Murs-

ing Home.

Arrangements_are pending
with West-Kjos Funeral Home
in Distroit Lakas.

Ferdinand Kenneth

Bakken

March 19, 1830 - Feb. 8, 2018

FERGUS FALLS, Minn. -
Ferdinend Kenneth Bakken,
86, Pelicen Rapids, Minn,
died Friday, Feb. &, in Wood-
land Lodge.

Vigiation will be from 1-2
p.m., followed by the sarvica

E|I2|:|m n:dn;;;::lsm

near Pehcan Rapids. Pastor
Tessa Hansen wil officate.
Blurial will be in the church ce-

ts by Larson

Funeral Heome in  Pelican

Gary Lehmann
Do, 26, 1635 - Feb. 7, 2019
FRAZEE, Hnn Leh-

mann, &3,

Minmn., died Thursdq; Feb. 7,

in Frazee Care Center.
Services were  previously

held.

Armengements by West-
Kjoz Funmeral Home in Detroit
Lakes.

Judith Rae “Judi”
Lydell

Dea. 13, 1646 - Feb. 8, 2018

OBAGE, Minn. -

[Dsa. 20, 1606 - Feb. 8, 2019
WADENA, Minn. - Marcella

‘MalqET o3, Wadana,
died d:pbuzeh B, in her
home.

Services were previously
held.

ts by Karvonen
Funeral and Cremsation Ser-
vicas in Wedena

Sharon E. Lavalier

May 14, 1541 - Fekb 10, 2018

DETROIT LAKES, Minn. -
Sharon E. Laveler, 77, De-
troit Lakes, died Sunday, Feb
10, in her home.

Visiation will be from noon
to 2 pum., followed by the me-
morial service at 2 pom., Fri-
day, Feb. 15, at Devid-Dane-
hower Funeral Home in De-

troit Lakea.
Armengements by Dewid-
Donehower Funeral Home.

Steven L. Strawsell
Feb. 26, 1948 - Feb. 7, 2019
DETROIT LAKES, Minn. -
Steven L. Strawsall, 70, De-
troit Lekes, died Thursday,
Feb. 7, in Essentiz Heafth -

INVESTIGATION

From Page A1

this matter, given a full
review of the relevant
evidence. While the
State does not feel that
criminal charges can be
adequately supported,

it is apparent there is
enough information
available that perhaps
the matter merits
further inguiry by school
autharities,” Thomason
wrote in a memorandum
o Stadum.

Gravalin's attormey
Jade Rosenfeldt
responded to the
allegation on Jan.

3, stating, “We are
frusirated that the
school is reopening their
completed investigation
- He fully participated
in the investigation by
both the school and
law enforcement ... By
all accounts, there is
absolutely no evidence
of any wrongdoing

by Mr. Gravalin. On

the other hand, this
unsubstantiated
accusation has caused
Mr. Grawalin and his
family incredible stress
and hardship."

that im addition to

the recent complaint
against Gravalin,

the disirict received
another complaint of
unknown substance
this past sumMmer.
(Under Minnesota data
privacy laws, there is
wery little information
a school district can
release regarding an
investigation into a staff
member. Unless the
imvestigation leads to
disciplinary action, the
nature of any complaint
remains confidential )
In Gravalin's case, he
for either complaint,
therefore nothing in the
school's investigations is
‘public.

The reaction

Following the initial
investigation into the
‘Mayer's complaints,
Gravalin's return to
school on Jan. 17 sparked
protest from sudents
and parents in the
Pelican Rapids School
District

Some students used
Snapchat to organize a
sit-in the day Gravalin
returned to school.
The roughly 20 to 25
students who took part
in the demonstration sat
in a locker bay, saying
they wouldn't return to
class unless Gravalin was

According to a
sophomore who helped
organize the sit-in, the
group dispersed when
ome of the two Pelican

Superintendent
Anderson declimed po
comment on the matter
and cited data privacy
laws when asked to do
B0

“Me and a lot of
other male students
have siblings that are in
sports that he (Gravalin)
is the coach for, and we
do not want him being
their teacher or coach,”
=aid a Pelican Rapids
junior who took part
in the sit-in but didn't
want his name shared.
“We don't want him here
- but we get threatened
with detention, and we
get told that we need to
mind our own business.
This is our business."™

After the school's
initial investigation inkto
the alleged incident with
the basketball player,
Gravalin resigned from
coaching girls basketball
in Pelican Rapids, a
position he held since he
started working for the
district in 2008. He has
also resigned as the girls
softhall coach, a position
he held since 2015. He is
still a paraprofessional at
the school.

Past complaints
unearthed
Gravalin resigned
amidst controversy in
Hankinson, as well.
Though Smith said
in his investigation
that =ome of
Gravalin's behavior
needed to change, Fritz
and Tammy Geffre, the
parents who made the
complaint that sparked
the investigation into
his conduct, were not
satisfied with this result
and appealed the matter
to the Hankinzon School
Board. At that time, the
district bought Gravalin
out of his contract,
saying they hoped
that would “end the
controversy surrounding
the girls basketball
program.”
Rosenfeldt, Gravalin's
attommey, also released
a statement Jan.
71, addressing the
allegations made against
G‘:a.valm 11 Years ago:
s against
MI Gravalin should
bear no consideration
om the current matter
.. In all likelihood, the
Hankinson situation
is being resurrected to
- CTEate UNmecessary
salacious material for

records requests, this
newspaper obtained

the investigation

repart from Gravalin's
first go-aroumd with
similar allegations in
Hankinson, which date
as far back as 2000. The
repart shows that Chad
Benson, who is now the
superintendent of the
Hankinson district bot

mnone of which he was
disciplined for. Then,
the Gefires, the parents
of two players, lodged
the seventh and final
complaint in Hankinson
in 2008,

At the time of the
Geffres' complaint,
Benson noted in his
athletic director's report,
"“We have had reports
similar to this about
Coach Gravalin before. ...
At this point | am hawving
a very bad feeling about
the whole situation. | am
starting to hear many of
the same things [ have
heard for two years. Now
they are coming from
a player amd not just
TUmOors around town. .
Their concerns are mot
playing time or points,
they are for the most
part mental abuse and
sexual harassment."™

The Gefires' daughters,
Casey, a freshman at
the time, and Cody, a
junior at the tme, wrote
letters to Smith detailing
their complaints against
Gm'a.h.n

“Coach Gravalin
walked in on me in the
locker room without
Imicking while [ was just
in my undergarments.
And he made references
to them months later,™
Cody wrote in her letter,
adding that Gravalin
would frequently place
his hamd on her lower
back, which made her
uncomfortable. “Mlaying
basketball used to be
the highlight of my life.
But right now it's hard
to deal with the mental
anguish, verbal abuse,
and sexual comments. ™

According to the
investigation report, two
assistant coaches who
worked with Gravalin,
Tracy Medenwaldt and
Christina Hagen; two
former students, Megan
Stein and Beth Mauch;

a junior varsity player
and another former
allegations the Gefires
maide againsr. Gravalin.
(Al minors' names have
been redacted from the
Hankinson investigation
documents, as per
North Dakata law, but
mewspapers named the
Geffre girls 11 years ago).

In a letter to the
district, Medenwaldi
sa3id she witnessed the
instance when Gravalin
walked into the girls'
locker room and saw
Cody undressing.

Hagen and a junior
varsity player also
noted him walking into
the girls locker room
unannounced. Hagen, in
her letter to Smith, wrote
that she remembers
asking Gravalin once if
she should go in before
him to make sure the
girls were decent, and
he saYing,
“No, they should be

5t. Mary's Hozpital. Rapids High School was the athletic director  ready and know I'm
Services were  previously principals, Brian Korf, at the time, noted six coming in."”
held. put a wrestler on sports complaints pa.l:\ents, Both Monilaws and
Amengements by West- suspension for a weel community members Medenwaldt stated
Kjoe Funeral Home in Detroit for participating in the and opposing coaches in the investigation
Lakee. sit-In. made against Gravalin, report that the way
HAPPENINGS
Thursday, [ICH OUT YOUr OWN i3IS, eMp0y  ONJaniTanons 107 NE NOES o TOM TS YEar S TUMaraiser
Feb. 14 a chocolate-flavored frozen fun on Big Detroit Lake  will benefit the Lakes Area
- of your choice and view the in front of the Holiday Inn. inaticn Library. Event
Chocolate Fantasy: Fill a museum's romance-themed Cost to parficpate is $100 for will inchude dancing and
plate or box with chocolate exhibis in honor of Valentine's  a four-person team; contact a Caritbean style dinner.
traats in SUPSE your sweet- . For more information, Li:anaLarsma_Z‘l& Tickets are 530 each, and
heart. friends, amployees call 218-647-2038 or visit B44-4201, ewtension 11600 oo b Dt roem any
and more. A variety of plates, vt beckercountyhistoryorn  lacamag@diosc.ong bo get your LAPH member. Contact Jim
and bowes are {dlick on the “Sior=" ik 2the  beam registered today! 3t 215841208 for more
avalitle, stacostof $20for OB OF e PagE) D PIRC YO yypopoome to Polaritaville:  infommaion
asmall or 340 for a lage . The Lakes Area Parmt Heads i
platier. Delivery is avaiable . will be hosting their annual Square Dancing: The
from 11:30am twipmat  Friday, Feb. 15 Welcome to ile Country Twirlers will host a
business offices in Backar Ice Tee Golf: Grab your fundraiser from 5:30 to 830 square dance from 7:30 to
County, for an additional fee.  friends and coworkers and p.-m. at the Shorewood 10 p.m. at the I00F Hall, 113
Or you can come o fe Join other teams from local 1743_%%;%, W Holmes St Detroit Lakes.
museum fom4 o pmoand  businesses and community Dedroit Charfey Huhtala is the caller.

Call Denise Fredrickson, Preplanning
Specialist, at (218) 847-4147 or stop
in today to learn more and receive our
FREE pre-planning guide.

) DAVID-DONEHOWER

605 US Hwy 10 East, Detroit Lakes, MM » www. David Donehower.com

Gravalin acted toward
the players and the way
he touched them made
them uncomfortable, and
‘when they confronted
him about it, he stared
treating them poorly in
lm‘n.t of the players and

acknowledging
Lhen' input during
‘practice.

"I witnessed a coach
werhally humiliate his
‘players on the court.

... I then Lk
witness him take a girl
out of the game and slap
her hard on the rear end.

. I agree with Fritz and
Tm Geffre for h.awng
concerns regarding their
children playing for this
man and [ would also
‘want to see him sr.up
coaching my girls, "
Hankinson alumna Beth
Mauch wrote in a letter
to the district after
attending a ]-lanlunsun
girls hﬁm

These Lestllmmles
aside, in his final report,
Smith wrote that his
investigation “does not
support the termination™
of Gravalin. He did note,
though, that “certain
changes be implemented
50 as to avoid problems
in the future.™

Shortly after resigning
from Hankinson,
Gravalin announced
he would be moving
to Pelican Rapids and
taking a job there as a
girls. hall coach.
Benson said he was

school while Gravalin
was being hired there,
because they had heard
the news and read the
articles comcerming the
allegations in Hanki
Anderson, the Pelican
Rapids superintendent,
declined to comment on
whether school officials
in Pelican Rapids were
ever made aware of

the allegations against
Gravalin in Hankinson,
again citing data privacy
laws.

Going forward

Amnderson says in light
of new information
brought forth during
the police investigation,
Gravalin has been placed
back on administrative
leave while the district
reopens its investigation
into his conduct. She
says they will make
a decision about his
employment with
the Pelican Rapids
School District when
the investigation is
concluded.

Gravalin has worked in
the Pelican Rapids Schoal
District for the last i1
years and held numerous
positions, including
special education
paraprofessional, study
hall supervizor, moming
EVIN SUpervisor, event
worker, girls baskethall
coach, boys basketball
coach, boys and girls
track coach, foothall
coach, softball coach,
and volleyball coach.

counselor realfy

counselordl.com

LUNDMARK
218.849.0383

ERIC

Agent, GRI
Ericl @arvig.net

Call today to connect with a

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR

INDEPINTINTLIWING » ASEISTED LIVING » MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has haiped over  milion
famibes find senior Iving soluioms tha: mae
halr undque needs.

Track brain
and body
health with
Via AT

atvantage of that

Offices 1= Wadems - Park

Another member of the Via product Tamily, Vis Al is the
world's first hearing aid to track brain and body hesith
using integrated sensors and artificial intelligence.

Most fimess Tecking devsing use the wrisl, but the ear
provides far Mare acCUrEte data-n Tact, TS an ieal spat fof
refiabie waCcKIng &nd Via Al I the frse-ever OSVIcE ID TEKE

Compatiie With bath ANNoid End Apple sSmanphones, via Al
|provides. you with 3 Body Score, & Brain Score and an oversll
SCOME COMIHNING the o called & Thime Wellness. Score.

how people of all Bges can Eke 8 proactive approach w teir
oversll weliness by MONImnng their BCoves.

JEFFERSON

JHEARING AID CENTER

Entan Hillezland BC-HIS
Natwnal Beard Certtfied Heartar Ingrumens Spocahst
Call anytime for appointment

218-631-4966 or Toll Free 1-800-631-4946

- Perkam - Detrott Lekes

|

More than 90% of adults feel that
funeral pre-planning is a good idea.

Less than 30% have actually done it.

Have you?




VOLUME 112, MO, 34 « SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2015 » DETROIT LAKES, MM

MEWSSTANMD $1.50 « 2 SECTIONS

THE HEROES AMO

United Way
celebration honors

Becker County’s most

compassionate, caring

By Vicki Gerdes
wperdesdnewspapers. oom

1 Ttw everyday heroes among

us are what malke this Lakes,

community great," said
United Way Executive Director
Luann Parter at the conclusion of
Thursday night's Celebration of

compassion, caring...

Heroes, hosted by the United Way
of Becker County at the Historic
Holmes Theatre Ballroom in Detroit

Community invalvernent,

thisse ane just
a few of the adjectives that were
uded o describe the honorees at

NG US

Thursday night's celebration

"I puess thats just what 1 do,™
said Bob Braukmann as he accepled
his Community Spirit Award lrom
Porter and United Way President
Tonya Clem

HEROES: Page A10

Crossing home

# Rueniry hornes (o 10
o LFeoaching & raeln
+ Conmumity &

Hy Kaysey Price
kprice@dinewspapers, oom
“It's just amazing now,

how | see how | lost every-
thing," said Craig lson,
thinking back on when his
life bepan 1o spiral down-
wards inte addiction and
prison  sentences, "We're
talking rock bottom,"

able

John Hendersan, founder
af CrossingHOME, falks
about his faith joumey and
o it bed to him starting an
arganization to help men
and women get a foothold
in society after spending
i in prison,

Kayaay Price | Tribuns

The spiral

Mson gress up in a Chris-
tian home, His father was
a union electrician,
meant the family bounced
from one town to another
during Olson and his sis-
ter's coming-of-age years

“Iv was a tough life for a
kid,” recalled Olson
know, you'd pet comfort-

... And you'd have o go off
to the next one, ™

Right out of high school,
he was like anyone else, He
pot a taste of college, but
it wasn't his scene, Olson

One man explains how an area treatment center, now
with a DL location, helped him turn his life around

It’s just amazing now,
how I see how [ lost
everything. We're talking
rock bottom.

CRAIG OLSON

which

“Yiou
and opening his own busi-
ness,

“In the meantime, [ got
married, had a couple of
kids, ™ he sadd,

But im 2008, MNevada's
economy ook 8 decline,
Msom strugpled o keep his

with an environment

decided o enter the work-  buginess alloat and also
force and began working  sustained some  injuries
comstruction,  eventually

moving to Keno, Nevada, CROSSING: Page A10

Overreach? County targets
DL's two-mile zoning authority

By Mathan Bowe
nbowe i dinewspapers. com

Detroit Lakes city povernment now
has the final say in planning and zoning
issues in a two miles radius out from ciey
limita, and some at the Becker County
level would like to replace that with a
joint planning board,

The two-mile extraterritorial zone
expands the 10,000 acres inside Detroit
Lakes city limits to 47,000 acres under
city planning and zoning jurisdiction,
Becker County Surveyor Koy Smith told
commissioners at a recent county board
meeting.

“That's how much bigpger this area is
than the city — it's not a small area,

Back onthejob

DL copback to
weork after 14
gt e paicl
leawe

Page A2

YOUR KEY &=

TO

Spring Auto & Recreational LOAN SALE

April 19 - May 1

it's 58 square miles,” he said, showing
commissioners o map,

Resignation under fire

Pelican Rapids coach accused of sexual misconduct
quits district job after school reopens investigation

The issues

City jurisdiction means that potential
land developers in that two-mile area
need to mest city requirements, includ-
ing a full plar, not just the land survey
that the county regquires, he said, Becher
County allows new subdivisions of three
lots or less to be created by metes and
bounds description, he explained, The
city requires a subdivision plat for all
lots under § acres. This includes creating
one-lot plats,

ZONING: Page A8

Laker baseball
Detroit Lakes

picks upfirst
wictory of the

SEF0N
PageB1

By Kaysey Price

kprcegdinewspapers.com

Shawn Gravalin, a
middle school baskethall
conch who came under
lire for
sexual
miscon-
duet  alle-
Eations in
December,
resigmned
from  all
duties with
thie Pelican
HRapids School Districe

Forecast

Muomday, April 15 The
district was in the midst
af a reopened investipga-
ton into the allegation
that Gravalin inappropri-
ately touched a player's
hastt during practice

Investigation

reopened

After initially finding
no evidence and closing
a month-long investiga-
ton Jan. 17, the district
reapened the sexual mis-
conduct investigation a

couple weeks Later, at the
urging of Assistant (iter
Tail County Attorney Jake
Thasmason.,

When  the district
reopened the imvesti-
pation, Pelican Rapids

Superintendent  Randi
Anderson sadd local low
enforcement, who con-
duceed o separate inves-
tigation into the mat-
ter, “had access to more
information regarding

GRAVALIN: Page A8
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Teevh Glall

The MNaytahwaush Charter
School will receive $13,500 in
state planning assistance from
the Safe Routes to School pro-

Eram.
Planning assistance prants
pravide communities the

respurces to convene a team,
understand key issues, pri-
oritize strategies and identify
solutions that fit local needs.
Hawley, further along in the
process, has finished the plan-
ning stage and will receive
$300,000 to build 12.5 blocks
of sidewalk near its schools,
and to leverage five blocks of

HEEE- LUMSTRUCHIGT Wil oociie
2031,

Infrastructure grants provide
construction funding for proj-
ects that promote and encour-
age maore students to walk or
bicycle to school by making the
routes safer and more accessi-
ble. Projects can include side-
wialks, trails, crosswalk mark-
ings, flashing beacons and
other traffic control devices.

In all, 63 schools in Min-
nesota will benefit from 523
million in planning assistance
and infrastructure grants that
support the Safe Routes to
School program, the Minnesota

Sdie RUOUELES 10 Schood is
an international program to
improve safety, reduce traf-
fic congestion around schools,
increase physical activity and
improve health by making it
easier for students to walk and
bicycle to school.

"“Thousands of Minnesota
students will now have mare
opportunities to safely wallk and
bike to schools and improve
their health,” =aid MnDOT
Commissioner Margaret Ander-
son Kelliher. “Thanks to the
Safe Routes o School program
we are helping to build the
next generation of multi-modal

dvallatie  PHATIEIERE abaibldalite
and infrastructure grants in
October 2018, The infrastruc-
ture solicitation received $6.7
million in funding requests
and 12 projects were awarded
state funding for construction
projects totaling %2 million.
Regional partners will admin-
ister planning grants in their
area and MnDOT will admin-
ister the construction grants.
The Safe Routes to School
grants in this solicitation are
funded with state and federal
Safe Routes to School dollars,
Historically, nearly 70 percent
of these funds have supported

SHICE UG, VLELAAL dwalktl=
ed more than $38 million in
federal and state funds to
communities to support Safe
Routes to Scheol. The major-
ity of funding was awarded
for infrastructure projects. The
remainder was allocated for
programs and planning that
promate walkable and bikeable
communities,

More information about Safe
Routes to School including
Bike to School Day and a map
of SRTS projects, available at
www . mndot.gov/saferoutes
or you can go to the SRTS
Facebook page at hitps:/ fwww.

trail that will be built at the
same time with other fund-

announced recently.

Department of Transportation

MnDOT

transportation users."
announced

the

wark within Greater Minneso-
ta communities.

facebook_com/MinnesotaSaf-
eRoutestoSchool .

GRAVALIN

From Page A1

the recent allegation...
than did the school
trict.™

Thomason cited hav-
ing “substantial concerns
regarding the alleged
behavior of Mr. Gravalin,
particularly in light of
past accusations®™  as
information that “merits
further inguiry by school
authorities."

He was accused of men-
tally abusing and sexually
harassing basketball play-
ers. He resigned from the
position in July 2008, and
‘went on o eoach number
of sports in Pelican Rap-
ids.

Gravalin resigned from
coaching basketball and
softhall in Pelican Rapids
back in January, but he
remained a paraprofes-
gional at the school. He
was on paid administra-
tive leave, while the dis-
trict conducted its second

School Board accepred
Gravalin's  resignation
Monday, April 15, wash-
ing its hands of the mat-
ter. Superintendent Randi
Anderson says the mis-
conduct investigation is
now closed. She did not
respond to an email from
the Tribune sent Tuesday
asking if any more com-
plaints were filed against
Gravalin after the investi-
gation was reppened.

“I want to put an end
to the entire situation,"
Gravalin wrote in his res-

even if 1 return to work,
this matter will linger
and even possibly inter-
fere with my ability to
be an effective educator
andfor coach. For those
reasons and many more,
1 am choosing to resign.”

The mother of the
middle school student
who filed the complaint
against Gravalin says she
is tired of him casting
himself as the wictim.
This newspaper is not
identifying the mother, as
to not identify the alleged
juvenile victim.

“He's the one who
brought suffering to my
daughter, our family and

adding that her daugh-
ter has gone through
turmoil and stress of her
own, going through trau-
ma counseling, enduring
nightmares, and having
trouhble trusting adults.
She says her daupghter

left the Pelican Rapids
school for a time during
the investigation due
to stress but has since
returned and is “holding
her head up and trying to
be a normal, happy sev-
enth grader.”

Union Square Townhomes
i Dot Laakes hay an imvmediate opening for a 3h fully access He unit
Carzam wcome res ctions apply
Contact DW [onas Managemane 218- 547 - 3307 or curwebare
uund’-jm.-mmsggwm.r.cgu gﬂE!]'TNG BETTERLIVING

D'G@vqjl':;was the subject  investigation. ignation letter. “The tur-
similar allegations 1 P moil and stress this has
years ago, when he was Alleged victim's caused my family can
the head girls basketball mother speaks out never be fully repaired
coach in Hankinson, NI, The Pelican Rapids .. It is unfortunate that

his family," she said,

ZONING

From Page A1

“Platting is expensive and time
comsuming,” Smith said. “I would
hope that the city would relax thar
requirement and only require city
plannmg office reviewal for a single
tract.™

And Smith said developers hawe
complained that the thousands of
dollars they pay to a city park fund
poes into city coffers and is not
used for green space in the two-
mile zone.

Presently the city requires the
landowner to pay a park fee of 6%
of the land value of the land to be
platted, either in cash or to make
a land donation of 6% of the land
area being developed.

If the land donation does not
meet the park needs of the area, the
r:i.t!r requires the cash donation.

“The city ordinance reads: “The
cash payment shall be used for the
purchase of the land or the devel-
opment of existing or future and
playgrounds in the same general
area,"” Smith said in the memao.
“] believe the city has opted for
the park fee in nearly all the sub-
divisions. If the fee is paid
to the city for a subdivision lying
two miles from the city corporabe
limits, the park fee goes to the city
park fund.

“The new owners in the sub-
division have o go to the city for
enjoyment of a park. The fee is
specifically for the development of
new park areas or the improve-
ment of existing parks. It is not for
the general maintenance of existing

"

But Smith believes that the most
important issue with city-only
approval is that “the landowner
has limited appeal for non-approv-
al derisions. Their representatives
are the township and the county.
Since the landowner does not vote

for the city council, he is unrepre-
sented by the people he elects. His
only appeal is through the coures.™

Onee the subdivision is approved
by the city, the township and the
county then have to police and
‘maintain roads for which they had
o input regarding alignment, road
class or grade, Smith said. “The
city engineer does the road review-
al, so design issues are addressed,
but the county and township are
bypassed,” he said.

Under the current system, for

new subdivision plats in the
“ring,” Becker County addresses
any zone change. As a courtesy,
the city of Detroit Lakes sends a
capy of the preliminary plat to the
County Zoming office for review-
al and comments. However the
county has no approval awthority
of the proposed subdivision. The
lot sizes are based on the county
reqUirements.

Although the city has bean pro-
viding final plat documents to the
county board out of courtesy. Smith

o see a signature block
for the county board and town-
ship officers required on final plat
documents. “This allows the two
boards to at least acknowledge the
development in their jurisdiction,”
he said.

The two-mile extraterritorial
zone stems from a law designed for
the Twin Cities metro area, and is
not a good fit for this area, Smith

argued.

A better fit, he said, would be a
Joint Planning Board, made up of
city, county and township repre-
sentative in the two-mile zone.
State law allows for just such a joint
board, he said

The propm-ll

Smith proposed that the two mile
radius be divided into three rings.
The first ring would be all land

within a half mile of city limits. All
approval would be by the city. How-
ever, the preliminary plat would

also be reviewed by the joint board

50 that the county members could |
offer comments. The county board

and the township board would sign
the plat as an acknowledgement.
One-lot plats would be allowed. The
6% park fee would remain.

The second ring would be between
the hali mile circle and a mile
circle. Approval would still be by
the city, but reviewed by the joint
board so that the county members
could offer suggested revisions.
The county board and the township
board would sign the plat as an
acknowledgement.

Three-lot subdivisions would be
allowed by metes and bounds. The
park fee would be 3%.

The third ring would be approved
by the county, but the city would
be able to submit suggested revi-
sions. Road locations or reali
ments would be better addressed at
a county level. The county board,
representatives of the joint board,
the township board, and the city
council would all sign the plat
There would be no fee.

Detroit Lakes Community Devel-
opment Director Larry Remmen
said he needs to talk to elected
city officials and get the official
city position before commenting at
lemgth, but that in his opinion, the
extraterritorial zone “has been in
effect for many, many years, and 1
don't see any reason why we would
discontinue that "

The County Board directed staff
to imvestigate the potential for a
Joint Planning Commission for the
two-mile zone, with representa-
tives to come from the city, county
and towmships.

“Technically, the city does no
have to agree {to set up the joint
board),” said County Administrator
Mike Brethorst, “but we want to
collaborate and partner with the
city on any major decision. It's
important to understand where the
city is coming from.™

Parents, show the

“lighter”

side of your senior!
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Why Wait ‘til 102

Weather Rvailable 24/1
www.dl-online.com

218-847-8557

w» *

m_vpud Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

LEW (

OPEN FOR THE SEASON
Open Mon-5at 8:00 am-8:00 pm
Closed on Sundays and May joth

Flowers, Herks & Vigetapler

44595 St. Hwry. 87
Fruzee, MH

1/ mila W of Evergraen
12 mile E of Frozee

Greenhouse

phane ahead ar ardes online at

Papaltlorphugs com

DISCOVER & EXPLORE!

Have a little fun with your

graduate! Include a favorite

. photo and a personal message

" (20 words or less) in the
Detroit Lakes High School

Graduation Tab for only $25.00.

DEADLINE MAY 3, 2019
(T be published in late May)

Drop off at D.L. Newspapers
or Mzil to 511 Washington Ave,,
Detroit Lakes, MN 56301

YMCA Camp Cormorant

JAsEY WA Lane
Lz Pk, MM

Overnight Camp for Ages 7 - 14
Join us for a traditional amp experience with campfires, horseback,
riding, arts/crafts, swimming, a zipline/ropes course, archery, and more!

Awailable camps include waterski, art, wilderness, fishing, and morel
Learn more and register; ymcacassclay.org/camp



