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Amber (left) and Laurie Scherf look at the damage to the Scherfs’ house. Amber’s
wedding reception was supposed to be held on Saturday in her parents’ back yard.

‘It happened so fast

Tornado hits
Forest Lake area

Hannah Davis
Community Editor

Fifteen seconds is all
the time it took for a tor-
nado to topple trees, toss
decks and docks, and
shred and warp housing
structures as it roared
through Forest Lake and
the surrounding area on
Sunday, July 28.

The tornado was ini-
tially spotted roughly 2
miles southwest of Forest
Lake at 4:29 p.m. by lo-
cal law enforcement. The
tornado wreaked havoc
on a path from Lake Kee-
wahtin in Forest Lake
and past Bone Lake in
Scandia, later traveling
into Chisago County,
causing structural dam-

Production crew
views shows as
creating community

age, uprooting trees and
tossing them hundreds
of yards away.
Representatives from
the National Weather
Service were on site Mon-
day, walking through the
storm damage to assess
how strong the tornado
was. National Weather
Service = Meteorologist
James Taggart confirmed
an EF-1 tornado touched
down just southwest of
Lake Keewahtin in For-
est Lake. The tornado ap-
peared to lift up and drop
down again near the cor-
ner of Highway 97 and
Manning Trail in Scan-
dia. It traveled northeast
towards Lofton Avenue,
where it “really inten-
sified” as it hit homes
along Bone Lake in Scan-
dia, where wind speeds
topped out at 90 mph.

ing Forest La

Ryan Howard
News Editor

Youth Performing Arts is
celebrating two decades engag-

present

arts with a toe- tapplng musical
about the power of working to-
gether — a story not dissimilar
from the ethos of YPA itself.
From Aug. 9 through 11
(with a preview show Aug. 8
featuring an American Sign
Language translator), YPA will
“Newsies,”

‘All the trees
started coming
down’

Bill and Jannette
Wittrock were at their
home on Keewahtin
with their son Casey
and his girlfriend Emily

Hedlund. Hedlund, who §

was in the house with
Jannette as Bill and Ca-
sey were working in the
garage, saw the tornado

watch alert on her phone. |

“She went out to the
garage to tell them, so
they started shutting all
the equipment off. By the
time she got back from
the garage to the house,
it had hit,” Jannette re-
called. “We were on our
way to the basement —
didn’t even make it all the

Tornado see page 2

the Broad-

ney film of the same name de-
picting a fictionalized version
of the Newsboys’ Strike of 1899,
at Forest Hills United Meth-
odist Church. Vanessa Novak,
who took part in the first YPA ~ “Newsies’
production in 1999, has tran-
sitioned in adulthood to a di-
recting role, working with fel-
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A lawn chair is wedged in between two trees at the home of
Lynne Haslach on Bone Lake.

S

d o at nrst yea
Shalee Dunas i-Palmquist,
Kristi Jacoway, and Novak’s
husband, Chad Ruter. She’s ex-
cited to show the public what
the youth cast of 23 kids can do.
is a beast of a

show,” she said. “We wanted a

YPA see page 4

ke [imes

651-464-4601 | ForestLakeTimes.com

$1.00

Wyoming
changes
mayoral
term length

Road projects
also get a look

Amy Doeun
Wyoming Reporter

At its July 16 meeting,
the Wyoming City Coun-
cil voted to increase the
term of mayor from two
years to four.

The council chambers
were filled and sever-
al residents commented
on the proposed move,
which changes the posi-
tion’s length to match the
four-year terms served
by council members.
The change will be in ef-
fect for the next mayoral
term. The next mayoral
election in Wyoming is
set for November 2020.

After community
members commented -
including former Mayor
Neil Gatzow, who said
keeping the term at two
years allowed residents to
have a voice in the path
the city takes - Coun-
cilwoman Linda Nan-
ko-Yeager criticized the
proposal.

“I believe this dimin-
ishes the people’s right [to
choose],” she said.

Mayor Lisa Iverson ul-
timately abstained from
the vote but said that as a
mayor, “it takes a while to
catch your stride. Having
a four-year-term may-
or allows them time. [It]
gives a chance for conti-
nuity. This is one of those
things that I have talked
to many people about”
She added that she hopes
any mayor would go out
and talk to residents
more than just during an
election cycle.

Councilman  Dennis
Schilling pointed out that
even with the change, the
council will still change
regularly with the will of
the people, as the stag-
gered election cycle re-
sults in at least two seats
being up for election ev-
ery two years. He added
that residents need to
stay involved, pointing
out that if the public real-
ly wants to make a change
in the middle of an offi-
cial's term, they can ad-
vocate.

“People can resign and
can get pushed out,” he
said. “The people solved
the problem. ... You will
always be able to flip it

Iverson abstained
from the vote, and Coun-
cilman Joe Zerwas was
not present. Yeager voted
against the change, but
Schilling and Council-
woman Claire Luger vot-
ed in favor. According to
city staff, only a simple
majority of those voting
was required to pass the
measure, as it is an ordi-

Wyoming see page 3
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Tornado
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way — and it just all the
sudden went ‘whoosh’
All the trees starting com-
ing down” Their house
remained untouched,
but a tree did fall onto a
Hedlund’s 1999 Honda
Accord. The Wittrocks
said that within minutes,
the Forest Lake Fire De-
partment and other first
responders were there to
help.

Keewahtin Avenue
North, near Lake Kee-
wahtin, was closed for
hours as Forest Lake fire-
fighters and public works
staff removed trees and
power lines draped across
it.

Farther up the path,
near the corner of Man-
ning and Scandia Trail,
tree branches and solar
panels from the neigh-
boring solar farm clut-
tered the yard of Scandia
residents Dan and Nicole
Kaiser, who moved there
just a year ago from Min-
neapolis. The trees that
lined the property were
blown over and power
lines across the street were
snapped, but their house
remained untouched.

“We don’t even have
a single shingle I can see
that’s gone,” Dan said.

The tornado came and
went fast, but the family
had been waiting in the
basement for at least 10
minutes after seeing the
reports. Dan was watch-
ing through window for
the storm as it came in.

“[The sky] wasn’t all
that bad — it was just
white and gray. Then I
could just see stuff blow-
ing; I could hear stuff hit
the roof and I could see
some branches start hit-
ting the ground, and that’s
when I backed away. Then
15 to 20 seconds [later],
it's gone,” Dan said.

“It was loud, just a
roar. By the time I went,
‘Should we cover our
heads?’ it was over,;” Ni-
cole said.

The tornado continued
through the Bone Lake
area, flipping over boats,

ripping trees out of the
ground and garage doors
out of place.

Mark and Teri John-
son’s phones alerted them
to the storm and they
moved to the basement,
listening to the winds
howl for about 15 sec-
onds. Their home, near
the corner of Lofton Av-
enue and 228th Street,
had minor damage: Tree
branches smashed up the
home’s siding and porch
roof. Fifty feet away, their
shed’s roof was peeled off,
portions of it landing on
top of a neighbor’s truck
and in a nearby grove of
trees. Their brand new
boat, parked in front of
the shed, was flipped over.

“All the sudden we
looked out and the trees
were down and the roof
was off. We didn’t hear
the sirens, and it hap-
pened quite fast, Teri
said. “It was amazing. It
happened so fast, and it
wasn't like we expected.
We expected the house to
shake. We didn't feel that.
We didn't believe it was
going to be this bad when
we came out.”

‘It put things in

perspective’

On Monday morning,
roughly 20 members of
the Forest Lake Ranger
hockey team and their
coach Jon Loo showed up
with chainsaws and work
gloves on the south shore
of Bone Lake to help local
residents deal with the
clean-up, which began
at former Scandia City
Council Member Bob
Hegland’s house.

Two paddleboats that
usually sit in Hegland’s
back yard were blown
about 50 yards away. A
piece of his dock flew
into his window, and the
storm shattered other
windows and took down
large trees in the yard.

“It’s really distressing,”
Hegland said.

By noon, at least half
of the downed trees were
chopped up and trans-
ported away by the crew.

“Theyre just doing a
ton of work. They do it so
fast. I couldn’t have done

this by myself,” Hegland
said.

Hegland’s next door
neighbor Lynne Haslach
said she was driving
home and saw the torna-
do touch down. Then she
got home to see most of
the trees ripped from the
ground.

“That was why I loved
this property, was because
of the trees,” Haslach said.

Her garage’s roof had
been peeled away, landing
on a vehicle, which she
said had just minor dam-
age. Pieces of her Adiron-
dack chair were found
forced into the ground,
and lawn furniture (in-
cluding some that wasn't
hers) was tossed around
the yard, including one
piece that was wedged
into a tree.

Across the road, a
different sort of emer-
gency management was
occurring on top of the
typical storm clean-up.
This Saturday, Aug. 3,
Amber Scherf was sup-
posed to celebrate her
wedding in her parents’
new backyard. Her par-
ents, Mitch and Laurie,
moved into their home
just four months ago
from Eagan and were
making final preparations
for their daughter’s wed-
ding reception. Amber,
who lives in New York
City, planned a second
reception in Minneso-
ta for friends and family
since her wedding will

VOTE

You can vote once per day
starting Monday, July 29, 2019

off during the tornado.

be in Norway in Septem-
ber and her parents’ new
backyard seemed like the
perfect place for the low-
key affair. The family was
spending time prepping
for the wedding before
the tornado hit.

“Ten minutes before
it hit, I texted my fiance,
‘We're under a tornado
watch, but it was like I
was taking it lightly,” Am-
ber said. “The next thing,
I'm calling him, saying,
‘The screened-in porch
got ripped up.”

The family had just
made it to the basement
as their lawn furniture
was picked up into the air.

“All T remember is the
air pressure,” Laurie said.
“None of us heard the
porch go down, which
crashed into the window”

They stepped outside
to take a look at the dam-
age and heard nothing

- _a ~ 2
The roof of the shed at Mark and Teri Johnson’s home blew

Photo by Hannah Davis
Jon Loo (right), a coach with Forest Lake hockey, sent out a text to his players asking those
who were available to be help residents impacted by the storm. Roughly 20 players came
out to assist residents along Bone Lake on Monday. See more photos at forestlaketimes.com.
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but the sound of the radio
left outside, still working.

“It was eerie;” Amber
said.

The tornado had
ripped off a corner of
the roof. Rain poured in
through the walls and
cracks of the house. The
porch was ripped off,
and a side of their house
had bowed out, leaving
the external beams to the
house exposed.

“She was crying; I was
saying were going to have
to cancel,” Laurie said.

“I don’t want to make
it about [the wedding],
because of course this is
really horrible; Amber
said. “Of course my brain
was switching back and
forth between ‘How are
we going to fix the house?’
and ‘What are we going to
do for the wedding recep-
tion?”

Within minutes, their

builder and other neigh-
bors had come to help.
Randy and Robin Leiter,
who live just down the
road, offered to host Am-
ber’s reception in their

| yard, instead, confirming

to Laurie that Scandia is a
special community.

“They said it in the

| pouring rain yesterday,

so we checked with them
this morning to verify,
and they said ‘Yes, we
want you to have it here,”
Laurie said.

There are still some de-
tails about the wedding
reception that need to be
re-arranged due to the
tornado, but their attitude
is one of gratefulness.

“It’s like a roller coaster,
but I think the big thing is
it put things in perspec-
tive;” Amber said. Laurie
agreed.

“Before this, I was
certainly more worried
about those details. Now
we're just glad to have a
place to host it, and food,
and a place for people to

| sit” Laurie said.

Teri Johnson said
she was grateful for her
neighbor that walked
down the road to help
with her family’s bees.

“He came in the rain
after the storm, and he’s
out there picking up bee-
hives, trying to put them
together so the bees know
where to go when they
came by, Teri said.

“It could’ve been a lot
worse,” and a general at-
titude of gratefulness was
common among those
who encountered the tor-
nado.

“Were so thankful
to the firefighters who
came so quickly,” Jannette

Wittrock said.
“There’s two good
things that came out

of this;” Hegland said.
“First is that theres no
ambulance out front. No-
body got hurt. Second is it
really reinstates your faith
in people when you have
kids show up to help you?”

14th Annual Car Show and Open House

AT MEADOWS ON

FAIRVIEW

BRING YOUR CLASSIC CAR.

Registration is FREE!

Join Meadows on Fairview for this

fun summer tradition.

Classic Cars | Prizes | Refreshments

Pop-up Art Show | Tours

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4TH, 1:00-3:00 P.M.
25565 Fairview Avenue, Wyoming, MN 55092

For more information, call Ann at 651-982-6228.

MeadowsonFairview.org

at 8 am through
Sunday, August 11, 2019
at 10 pm CST.

Winning photo
gets a pair
of tickets to
Chanhassen
Dinner Theatre
and one random
voter will also
receive a gift
certificate to
Painter’s Creek
Winery.

Please park along the street or in the
Meadow View parking lot next door.
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Host an Exchange
Student Today!

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Make a lifelong

friend from abroad.

Enrich your family with
another culture. Now you
can host a high school
exchange student (girl or
boy) from France, Germany,
Scandinavia, Spain,
Australia, Japan, Brazil, Italy
or other countries. Single
parents, as well as coup%es
with or without children,
may host. Contact us ASAP
for more information or to
select your student.

Amy at 1-800-736-1760 (ol Free)
or Tammy at 715-497-6696

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

#7Aasse

Founded in 1976
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization.

Victoria from Australia, 17 yrs.
Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings.
Victoria plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports

while in America.

Loves to play baseball and spend
time with his dogs. Giorgio also
plays the guitar, and his dream
is to join a drama club at his
American high school.

Sponsored by APG East Central & Expert Asphalt
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For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of actual students




