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Growing up, Allison Hunsley wanted to be an
artist.

As a S-year-old, she remembers taking small
pieces of paper cut from scrap paper and creating
a circus scene.

It was a beautiful picture that stood out among
the creations of other children, who created in-
distinguishable mosaics from the pieces of paper.

Allison took many art classes in high school at
St. Michael-Albertville High School.

It was during her junior year that the STMA
grad won a silver medals in the national Scholas-
tic Art & Writing Awards.

Her drawing, Human Preservation, was select-
ed as a silver medal winner from among 320,000
works of art submitted. Only the top 1 percent of
the entries were recognized at the national level-
with Allison being one of those.

The contest opened up a wonderful world of
artistic opportunity for the young artist. As a
silver award winner, Allison had an opportunity
to attend a summer workshop at the Minnesota
College of Art and Design between her junior
and senior years.
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“I got to spend three weeks living in a dorm
and learning about art at an art school for free,”
Allison said.

Prior to the experience at the Minnesota Col-
lege of Art and Design, Allison had done pri-
marily drawings and sketches.

“While there, it was the first time I ever paint-
ed,” Allison said.

Little did Allison know that about three years
later she would be turning heads with her art on
one of the busiest intersections in Central Min-
nesota.

Allison is the artistic mind behind Monticello’s
latest mural at the intersection of Highway 25
and Broadway Street in downtown Monticello.

If 20-year-olds can have bucket lists, its the
painting of a mural that Allison says was on the
top of her list.

She crossed that off her bucket list a year ago
when she was commissioned to paint a mural at
the Buffalo antique store, Second Hand Rose.
She painted a vintage truck on the side of the
business’ building to comemorate its 24th anni-
versary.

“I shot an email to Second Hand Rose and told

Mural / See page 5
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The Monticello High School baseball team will make its first-ever appearance in the Minnesota State High School League state baseball tournament on Thursday, June 13
after a dramatic win over Rocori on Wednesday, June 5 in the Section 8AAA tournament. In the photo above, Ty Ulven (8) is fired up about Monticello’s section championship
win. After their victory, Monticello’s players was all too ready to hogpile themselves onto each other. The Magic will face Duluth Denfeld in the opening round of playoff action
on June 13 at Siebert Field on the campus of the University of Minnesota. See our baseball coverage on pages xx-xx.
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Mural: Allison Hunsley had painting a mural on her bucket list

Continued from page 1

them I always wanted to paint a mural. I got an mes-
sage back saying that doing a mural sounds fun,” Al-
lison said.

Allison was grateful for the opportunity.

“They put all their faith in me,” Allison said of Sec-
ond Hand Rose.

When Sue Seeger and the Monticello Arts Initia-
tive (Monti Arts) went looking for a mural artist to
paint a wall on Clarence McCarty’s building at 108 W.
Broadway St., the home of Clancy’s Outdoors, she was
steered in Allison’s direction by people who had seen
her work in buffalo.

“That’s how Sue found me,” Allison said.

Seeger reached out to Allison by email and discussed
plans for a mural at the Clancy’s building. Then this
past winter the two met at Starbucks.

“I left with the gig,” Allison said.

The mural was to be funded through a grant from the
Central Minnesota Arts Board.

“I didn’t know artists getting grants was a thing,” Al-
lison confessed.

Under the CMAB grant, there were no parameters
for what Allison would paint.

“They gave me no direction. I was allowed to paint
what ever I wanted,” she said.

Allison’s goal was to add to the corner of Highway
25 and Broadway Street something that would brighten
people’s days.

“I wanted to use a style that was new to me, so I grav-
itated to the style of street art,” she said.

Never before had Allison painted a project using
nothing but spray paint, but street art resembles graffiti
art, which is done with cans of spray paint.

“I took the plunge,” Allison said.

Allison says she enjoys painting with bright colors.
She also is mindful that people enjoy floral art.

“So I took the best of both in approaching the mu-
ral,” she said.

Seeger says it has been a pleasure having Allison
work on a Monticello project.

“She’s probably the most hard working and talented
young woman I’ve ever encountered,” Seeger said of the
full-time college student who is majoring in design with
an art minor. Allison also has a part-time job managing
social media for accounts for three companies, and is
starting her professional art career.

“She’s an absolute dynamo and I think we’re lucky to
get her early in her career,” Seeger said.

Monticello is hoping to have Allison back for anoth-
er project.

The Monticello Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, which neighbors the Clancy’s building, is interested
in extending the mural to its building.

On Monday, June 10, the Monticello City Council
authorized a project for the Chamber building at 205
Pine Street to be funded by the Chamber.

Reach Jeff Hage at jeff. hage@ecm-inc.com

MONTICELLO TIMES HOUSE AD

HOUSE AD CDT

MONTICELLO TIMES HOUSE AD



