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 Two Butterfield 
committees aim to update 
City Park and sports 
facilities and honor 
veterans.

by Cheryl Hiebert
cherylh@windomnews.com

The Butterfield Commu-
nity Fund and Butterfield 
Veteran’s Memorial com-
mittees have their focus on 
improving recreation areas 
and installing a memorial. 

The Community Fund, 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion, formed in 2010 to 
raise funds to construct a 
playground at Voss Park. It 
has reorganized with new 

members to take on a new 
project.

The group is working 
with the Butterfield Veter-
an’s Memorial Committee 
to raise funds for the memo-
rial, make improvements to 
the City Park playground 

and refurbish other sport 
facilities in town.

“We will start by updat-
ing City Park with new 
playground equipment for 
all ages including handicap 
accessible,” Wynette Haler 
said. “There will be a walk-
ing/biking cement path 
around the park with new 
LED lighting for safety.” 

Plans for City Park in-
clude being ADA-compliant 
and having slides, swings, 
climbers, riding toys and 
fitness equipment.

“We will also be updating 
the tennis, basketball and 
volleyball courts as well as 
adding soccer nets,” Haler 
said.

The tennis court would 
be rebuilt to serve as ten-
nis courts and pickle ball 
courts with LED light-
ing and electrical outlets 
installed.

The basketball court 
would be restructured 
to include six adjustable 
hoops, a full-court area to 
accommodate four half-
court games simultane-
ously. The court would 
also have lines drawn for 
four-square, pickle ball and 
shuffleboard and the fenc-
ing would be removed.

The volleyball court 
would be redone with new 
nets, sand and LED light-
ing. 
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~ NICHOLAS & THE HOPE LODGE ~

SUBMITTED

SUBMITTED

‘Never give up!’
Llama character talks about cancer

by Vicki Beckendorf
vickib@mtlakenews.com

If moms, dads, grandmas or 
grandpas get cancer, trying 
to explain what’s happening 
to children and grandchil-

dren can be hard — but a talk-
ing llama is ready to help.

Kyle Fast, a 2010 graduate of 
Mt. Lake Public, recently wrote 
and illustrated a children’s 
book called “Nicholas & the 
Hope Lodge.” Fast, who now 

lives in Little Canada, works at 
Hope Lodge in Minneapolis and 
Nicholas is a llama featured in 
the book.

However, Nicholas is named 
after a real-life llama.

“There was a guest, Lowell 
Haga-Leas, at Hope Lodge I got 
to know who brought his llama 
along for a petting zoo at the 
Lodge’s five-year anniversary,” 
Fast said. “Lowell has since 
passed away and I wanted to cre-
ate the book in his honor.

“A lot of our guests have ei-
ther children or grandchildren 
and I thought it would be a good 
way for our guests to explain 
to the younger ones what Hope 
Lodge is and why they have to 
stay there.”

The Minneapolis location 
opened in 2007. There is another 
in Rochester and more than 32 
across the country.
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NICHOLAS 
THE LLA-

MA was 
part of a 

petting zoo 
during a 

celebration 
at Hope 

Lodge 
— and is 
the main 

character 
of a new 

children’s 
book by 

Kyle Fast.

KYLE FAST 
PRESENTS 
a copy of 
his chil-
dren’s 
book 
to Deb 
Iverson, 
middle, 
widow of 
Lowell 
Haga-Leas, 
who was 
a guest 
at Hope 
Lodge and 
inspired 
Fast to 
write the 
book. 
Buddy, 
the llama, 
stands in 
for Nicho-
las at the 
book sign-
ing event.

BUTTERFIELD / COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS

Groups seek to build a better Butterfield

SUBMITTED
ODIN CRAFT MILL show director Nancy Olson, right, presents 
the gallon jar filled with donations to Mary Schulte. The money 
will go toward a veteran’s memorial in City Park.

Connie 
Braaten

Wynette Haler

The area where soccer 
is currently played would 
have soccer goals (nets) and 
LED lighting added. 

The next step of the proj-
ect includes renovating the 
baseball and football fields. 
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 Phase one is complete 
and phase two is on the 
docket.

by Cheryl Hiebert
cherylh@windomnews.com

Last fall when a group 
of citizens approached 
the Mt. Lake City Council 
about improving the Mt. 
Lake Community Center, 
they were granted permis-

sion to make 
improve-
ments — but 
without city 
funds.

Phase one 
of the project 
has been 
completed. 
It included 
redoing the 
interior 
walls and 

applying window tint to the 
south windows at a cost of 
$7,141 leaving $8,520 of the 
$15,662 donated by various 
groups, individuals and 
businesses. 

However, $10,000 is still 
needed to purchase and 
install the new flooring and 
carpet in the main room 
and hallway near the bath-
rooms as part of phase two.

The city council recently 
approved purchasing com-
mercial flooring and new 
carpet for an estimated 
$9,648 but to wait on the 
official installation date 
until more donations are 
received. 

Phase two also includes 
replacing ceiling fans, 
adding covers to ceiling 
lights, redoing coat racks 
and replacing furniture in 
the front entry way. Other 
wish-list items include new 
ceiling tiles, tables and 
chairs, kitchen floor and 
decorations.  

Most donations have 
been directed to Mt. Lake 
Area Foundation while 
others have gone directly 
to the city. Donations made 
through MLAF fall under 
its project fund and will 
be distributed through 
the Southwest Initiative 
Foundation. SWIF hosts the 
MLAF as a way to strength-
en the community. 
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Greenhouse hemp lease a no-go
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Winter reading programs begin
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FAST ◆ Book was 
inspired by Hope 
Lodge guest’s llama
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BUTTERFIELD 
◆ Veteran’s 
memorial part of 
update plans
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players propose 
plan to move wall
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NICHOLAS 
THE LLAMA 
is excited 
about his 
owner 
recovering 
from cancer 
and news 
they could 
return to 
their farm.
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Spreading hope
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Auditions for comedy announced

-
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MT. LAKE / WELLNESS

Darfur library hosts board games

-

-

-

‘The Horse Whisperer’ event set 
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MICHELLE ADRIAN, left, holding son Caden, and husband 
Matthew host a health and wellness program at the Heri-
tage Village meeting room.

Health, wellness tops 
menu at presentation

Knowledge Bowl teams compete
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