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Hornets fans packing the 
gym and another important 
part of  their team watching 
down on them from above.
 Nearly two years after a 
car accident claimed the life 
of  Jacob Quam, one doesn’t 
have to go far without being 
reminded of  the importance 
the teenager aff ectionately 
known as “City Boy” still 
has on the team. He would 
be a senior this year, and 
even as just a sophomore, he 
was already an integral part 
of  the Hornets success. 
 Just as she had for every 
parent’s night for football 
and basketball, Quam’s 
mom Angela was presented 
a special bouquet of  fl ow-
ers. A large photo box with 
his picture is near the en-
trance of  the gym, and near 
the locker room there is a 
plaque commemorating the 
life of  a teenager that con-
tinues to be a part of  the 
Henning community.
 When the starting line up 
is introduced, Quam’s jer-
sey is neatly placed near the 
end of  the bench—just as it 
has been for every game and 
captain meeting for the past 
two years. 
 “He’s still a part of  the 
team,” said Henning senior 
forward Dylan Trana of  the 

importance of  bringing the 
jersey along to every game.
 Jacob’s mom Angela said 
having the team continue to 
include Jacob and herself  
with their pregame rituals, 
which include saying “City” 
in a huddle before going 
on the court for warm ups, 
means a lot to her even to-
day.
 “It means that he really 
is still a part of  their lives 
and a part of  the team, even 
though he is not here,” she 
said. “It is amazing, those 
kids at that age, know how 
much it means to me and it 
must mean a lot to them.”
 Head Coach Randy 
Misegades said he is not 
sure who came up with the 
idea of  bringing the jersey 
along to every game, but 
suspects it was Trana who 
had a large part in the mov-
ing gesture.
 “He brings the jersey to 
and from all the games and 
also is the guy who brings it 
to captains meetings before 
the game,” said Misegades. 
“It is just one more way to 
honor and remember Jacob. 
It is a small gesture, but im-
portant to us all.”
 Quam was killed on the 
morning of  April 13, 2017 
when a delivery truck driv-

en by Jason Michael Vadner, 
of  Wheaton, Minn., crossed 
the center line and struck 
the Quam’s car head on. 
Quam was just a few miles 
away from his home in Vin-
ing and was on his way to 
workout to improve his 
strength and conditioning 
for not only basketball, but 
football as well. 
 Vadner was eventually 
found guilty of  both vehicu-
lar homicide and careless 
driving and was sentenced 
to 50 months in jail in Au-
gust 2018. A police report 
fi led after the accident de-
termined Vadner was driv-
ing too fast for the foggy 
conditions that morning. A 
report by KARE 11 in the 
Twin Cities discovered Vad-
ner had his drivers license 
suspended or revoked seven 
times over 18 years.
 On the night of  Quam’s 
death, the community gath-
ered for a candlelight vigil 
at the Henning baseball 
fi eld where the community 
mourned the loss of  a teen 
that died much too young. In 
addition to the vigil, several 
hundred people attended a 
funeral for Quam that was 
held in the same Henning 
High School gym he had 
dominated in the paint just 
a few months earlier. 
 As part of  the funeral, 
the basketball team laid a 
wreath near the location of  
the accident that claimed 
his life and continue to in-
clude the Quam family with 
pregame meals and plans 
even today. There were 
birthday parties held in his 
honor in August 2017 and a 
JO volleyball tournament 
that was organized to ben-
efi t the Quam family shortly 
after his death. 
 “It really means the world 
to me that the short time 
he was here he is still af-
fecting them and obviously 
they are still thinking about 
him too,” said Angela. “It’s 
amazing, it’s like they are 
all my kids every single one 
of  them.”
 All of  the gestures have 
helped not only the boys 
basketball team, but the 
community in its healing 
process over the years. 
 “I think it has been a part 
of  the healing process,” said 
Misegades. “I don’t think 
we will ever truly be over 

it or healed. We are doing 
our best to remember all the 
great times we had with Ja-
cob.”
 When the Hornets took 
the court for their fi rst game 
without Quam in the winter 
of  2017, ironically perhaps, 
against the very team in 
Norman County East/Ulen-
Hitterdal that ended Hen-
ning’s season the year be-
fore, the Hornets didn’t send 
someone out to midcourt 
for the tip. It was Quam’s 
job to get the opening tip in 
the Hornets favor, and send-
ing anyone else to do his 
job just didn’t feel right for 
Misegades and the rest of  
the Henning team.
 Prior to the start of  the 
game, the team presented 
Quam’s mom with a gift in 
his honor to commemorate 
his impact on the team. As 
part of  the presentation, 
Misegades shared several 
thoughts about the life of  
Quam, as well as the Hen-
ning community following 
the accident. 
 “We know we have an ex-
tra player on our team this 
year. We’ve sort of  made 6 
on 5 our motto for the sea-
son…a message that Jacob’s 
uncle Andy shared with our 
guys last spring,” he said 
during his speech before 
Henning’s home opener 
during the 2017-18 season. 
“Jacob will always be our 
teammate and our cap-
tain. Jacob his family, this 
school, and his team mean a 
great deal to the community 
of  Henning. Let’s honor his 
legacy by the way we play, 
by the way we root for one 
another, and by the way we 
treat other people.”
 Senior forward Adam 
Lange said the team has 
embraced the saying of  6 
on 5 as a way to remember 
Quam’s presence and con-
tributions to the team. 
 In many ways, the pres-
ence of  Quam continues 
to reign over the Hornets 
as they feel like there is a 
higher power helping to give 
them a little extra push in 
the middle of  the paint.
 “He for sure is with us, we 
all feel that connection. We 
have our own angel watch-
ing over our team,” said 
Misegades. 
 In addition to bringing his 
jersey with the team to ev-

ery game, the Hornets make 
sure Quam’s jersey is front 
and center of  every picture 
with the team. Following his 
death, the Hornets received 
new orange jerseys in his 
honor.
 “The orange jerseys were 
his favorite ones,” said Tra-
na.
 Though the Hornets did 
not have orange jerseys at 
the time, Quam’s mom pur-
chased the jerseys in his 
honor. They also have his 
initials stitched on the back. 
 “We break almost ev-
ery huddle with ‘City’. 
We’ve had many small ges-
tures along the way,” said 
Misegades. “The jersey is 
great because those people 
who don’t know the story of-
ten ask about 33 and then we 
get to share his memory.”
 In addition to his impact 
on the basketball team, 
Quam also brought a face 
to Henning area teens about 
the importance of  organ do-
nation. The 16-year-old was 
an organ donor, something 
he didn’t even share with his 
mother prior to his death. 
When people learned of  his 
organ donation, he became 
the subject, and in some 
ways, the face of  organ do-
nation in the Henning and 
Vining communities. In fact, 

when Quam’s classmates 
Kayla Sweno and Brittney 
Suchy painted a large Hor-
net mural near the entrance 
of  the school last year, they 
included an armband on the 
Hornet about organ dona-
tion. 
 This week the undefeated 
Hornets, who are 22-0 and 
ranked seventh in the state, 
will once again bring their 
angel in the front court, and 
friend along for the ride, 
as they look to wrap up a 
perfect regular season. Or 
perhaps it is Quam, still 
watching over his friends in 
orange, who is leading the 
charge for the Hornets in 
the fi nal two weeks of  the 
regular season.
 While the Hornets have 
not been to state in over 50 
years, back when there was 
only one class in high school 
basketball and the Peterson 
twins were dominating the 
paint, they have a little extra 
something on the court this 
season to help them along 
the way. And if  the team has 
any say about it, Quam’s jer-
sey will fi nd its seat on the 
bench of  both Williams Are-
na and the Target Center at 
the state basketball tourna-
ment. 
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Sam Fisher, Adam Lange, Dylan Trana and Jack Bjorklund display the jersey of Jacob Quam who was killed 
in a vehicle accident in April of 2017. Quam would have been a senior on this year’s Henning basketball team.
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an otherwise mundane pile 
of  snow into a heart the size 
of  a large hill. He spent four 
hours on Wednesday push-
ing snow into a hill, shaping 
a heart and adding a splash 
of  pink paint to create a cus-
tom-made masterpiece for 
his wife Karen. When she 
got home from work, Frazee 
said his wife was surprised 
and happy to see his loving 
gesture.
 “I just wanted to do some-
thing diff erent. Anyone can 

take their wife out to din-
ner,” he said. “She was re-
ally surprised. She said you 
didn’t have to do anything.” 
 Unfortunately, a snowfall 
and wind on Wednesday 
night and Thursday morn-
ing nearly ruined his pink 
heart. So like any loving 
husband, Frazee spent his 
Thursday morning, Valen-
tine’s Day nonetheless, rec-
reating his heart on a hill.
 Frazee said it was impor-
tant to show his wife of  26 

years how much he loved 
her “because she is really 
special.” 
 And like many great 
ideas, Frazee’s came on a 
whim as he was planning his 
chores Wednesday morning.
 “It was something I 
thought about yesterday 
morning,” he said on Valen-
tine’s Day.
 Frazee’s home is located 
just off  of  Highway 210 east 
of  Vining. 

As for the four John 
Deere mowers, the budget 
was $22,000 but the actual 
cost will be $18,029.

These dollar fi gures 
were announced Feb. 12 
when the County Board Fi-
nance Committee met with 
County Engineer Chuck 
Grotte regarding highway 
department capital im-
provements.

Capital outlays include 
costs or expenditures re-
quired or incurred in ac-
quiring assets for the citi-

zens of  Otter Tail County. 
 Outlays on equipment 
include the purchase price 
and taxes, delivery charg-
es, installation and startup 
costs,
 “We as a highway de-
partment do our best to 
keep costs down while at 
the same time serving the 
needs of  people here in Ot-
ter Tail County,” Grotte 
said.
 County Public Works Di-
rector Rick West says the 
backbone of  the highway 

system in Otter Tail Coun-
ty requires lots of  fi nancial 
investment.
 “Residents throughout 
the county who have at-
tended public meetings 
in previous months have 
expressed their desire for 
their roadways to be main-
tained at the highest lev-
el,” West said.
 Otter Tail County is 
larger in size than the state 
of  Rhode Island and paved 
roads total 1,062 miles.
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Senior forward Adam Lange gives Angela Quam a hug 
during parent’s night on Thursday in Henning. Lange 
said the team has embraced the saying “6 on 5” to re-
member the importance that Jacob Quam still has on 
the team and community. 


