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PUBLIC NOTICE: 
The Andover City 
Council will hold a pub-
lic hearing at 7 p.m. May 
7 regarding the proper-
ty tax abatements for 
the community center 
expansion project..

See this and other 
Public Notices on 

pages 1-14C
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Open HOuse
saturday, May 11
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Crest View Senior Community in Columbia Heights
4444 Reservoir Blvd. NE, Columbia Heights
ph: 763-782-1601

Open HOuse & Craft fair
saturday, May 11
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Crest View Senior Community at Blaine
12016 Ulysses St. NE, Blaine
ph: 763-762-8430

LiveLife
CrestviewCares.org

By Connor Cummiskey 
Staff Writer

A 40-year-old Cass 
Lake man was shot to 
death after opening fire 
on police in Coon Rapids 
last week, according to au-
thorities.

John Duane Fairbanks 
died April 18 after ex-
changing shots with police 
following a routine traffic 

stop on Foley Boulevard 
near 98th Lane, accord-
ing to the Anoka County 
Sheriff ’s Office and the 
Minnesota Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension.

Three law enforcement 
officers discharged their 
weapons, according to the 
BCA. Coon Rapids offi-
cer Alex Hattstrom and 
Anoka County Sheriff ’s 
deputy Christopher Vitek 

Jr. both discharged fire-
arms, and Coon Rapids 
officer Geoff Neumann 
discharged a Taser.

On April 18, at approx-
imately 1:40 a.m., a Coon 
Rapids officer began a 
routine traffic stop that re-
sulted in the suspect draw-
ing a handgun and open-
ing fire before fleeing the 

Man killed in Coon Rapids police shootout

By Jonathan Young 
Managing Editor

Two siblings from St. 
Francis died in a single-vehi-
cle crash in St. Francis in the 
early hours of Sunday, April 
21, according to the Anoka 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

The siblings were iden-
tified as Cassandra Marie 
Carlson, 23, and Josiah 
James Carlson, 21, both 
of St. Francis.

Around 1:10 a.m. the 
St. Francis Police Depart-
ment and the Sheriff ’s Of-
fice responded to the area 
of 229th Avenue North-
west at Arrowhead Street, 
where they found a vehicle 
fully engulfed in flames, 
according to authorities.

When the St. Francis 
Fire Department extin-
guished the fire, Cassandra 
and Josiah Carlson were 
found dead inside the vehi-
cle, the Sheriff ’s Office said.

Preliminary informa-
tion indicated the vehicle 
was traveling westbound 
on 229th Avenue North-
west, then entered the 
south ditch, struck a tree 
and caught fire, according 
to investigators.

The crash is being in-
vestigated by the St. Fran-
cis Police Department, 
Minnesota State Patrol 
and Anoka County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

A fundraiser has been 
started on GoFund-
Me to support the fami-
ly. The campaign can be 
found at gofundme.com/ 
2-precious-lives-lost.

St. Francis 
siblings die 
in crash  
on Easter

By Jonathan Young 
Managing Editor

As the opioid addic-
tion crisis continues, it has 
drawn the attention of 
Minnesota legislators, in-
cluding those from Anoka 

County.
Separate bills have 

passed in the House and 
Senate to raise money and 
implement measures to 
combat the epidemic, and 
a conference committee 
has been working to find 

a compromise.
If  signed into law, the 

legislation would create 
an advisory council to 
confront the opioid crisis, 
focusing on topics such 
as addiction prevention, 
education and treatment 
access.

The legislation would 
also generate $20 mil-
lion a year through fees 
on drug companies. The 

money would go into a 
new account to fund a 
variety of programs and 
grants aimed at treatment, 
recovery and more.

A significant difference 
between the House and 
Senate bills is the Sen-
ate version would sunset 
the high fees if  the state 
reaches large settlements 

Lawmakers address opioid crisis

McKenna Shoberg practices her solo performance during a rehearsal of the Ice Fantasy show.
� Photo by Connor Cummiskey

By Connor Cummiskey 
Staff Writer

After 30 years of the 
Ice Fantasy show skaters’ 
passions have not cooled.

The show “30 Years of 

Applause” opened Thurs-
day, April 25, and runs 
through Sunday, April 28 
at the Coon Rapids Ice 
Center.

“It’s sort of like a spring 
finale to 24 weeks of les-

sons that have been going 
on since September,” skat-
ing director Karen Meck 
said. “It’s a chance for 
the kids to show off what 
they’ve learned over the 
year, and it’s a really fun 

opportunity.”
What began in 1989 

with roughly a dozen rou-
tines to hits by Madon-
na and Michael Jackson 

30 years on ice

Continued on 7A

Continued on 10A

Continued on 9A

Josiah 
Carlson

Cassandra 
Carlson

Coon Rapids Ice Fantasy show connects past and present

Local legislators support action, 
differ on funding mechanism

Anoka County Sheriff’s Office vehicles help blockade 
Foley Boulevard April 18.� Photo by Connor Cummiskey

Doubles fuel close Anoka wins
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in lawsuits with drug com-
panies.

Gov. Tim Walz has said 
he expects the conference 
committee will produce a 
compromise he can sign, 
but he’s called the sunset 
clause a sticking point.

The House bill passed 
back in March on a 94-
34 vote. Rep. Erin Koegel, 
DFL-Spring Lake Park, 
was a co-author of the 
House bill and voted in fa-
vor. Locally she was joined 
by Rep. Connie Bernardy, 
DFL-New Brighton; 
Rep. Melissa Hortman, 
DFL-Brooklyn Park; Rep. 
Peggy Scott, R-Andover; 
and Rep. Zack Stephen-
son, DFL-Coon Rapids.

Several area Republi-
cans opposed the House 
bill, including Rep. Cal 
Bahr, R-East Bethel; Rep. 
Kurt Daudt, R-Crown; 
Rep. John Heinrich, 
R-Anoka; and Rep. Linda 
Runbeck, R-Circle Pines.

Rep. Nolan West, 
R-Blaine, didn’t vote.

Daudt, the House mi-
nority leader, said he sup-
ports the programs and 
spending in the bill but not 
the additional fees on drug 
companies.

“That just gets passed 
on to the consumer, and 
the ultimate effect of that 
is you’re just raising the 
cost of health care,” he 
said.

With a state budget sur-
plus and money coming 
from the federal govern-
ment to address the opioid 
epidemic, Daudt said, the 
new fees are unnecessary.

Heinrich agreed.
“I would have preferred 

to see that come out of the 

general fund,” he said. “I 
feel like the intent (of the 
fees), some of it, is just to 
go after the pharmaceuti-
cals.”

“If you want to help 
people, we’ve got the re-
sources to help people,” 
Daudt said. “If  you want 
to punish the drug com-
panies, this doesn’t even 
effectively do that.”

Anoka’s senator, Re-
publican Jim Abeler, sees 
it differently. He co-au-
thored the Senate bill, and 
he wants to send a mes-
sage that manufacturers 
of dangerous products are 
responsible for mitigating 
the effects of the product. 
He said the point of the 
bill is to say, “Yes, indeed, 
a manufacturer and a dis-
tributor has a responsibili-
ty for the harm their prod-
uct does.”

“That’s the heart of the 
issue in my mind,” Abeler 
said.

He acknowledged a 
risk of increased prices for 
patients receiving opioid 
prescriptions and said it 
was unfortunate that they 
may have to pay for opioid 
manufacturers’ past mis-
deeds.

But he also said taxpay-
ers are already paying the 
price of child protection, 
medical treatment and 
other costs that accompa-
ny opioid addiction.

The Senate version of 
the bill passed 59-6 April 
1, with Michelle Benson, 
of Ham Lake, among the 
six Republicans who voted 
no.

Benson said she sup-
ports the goals of the bill 
but had problems with the 
funding mechanism in the 
Senate bill.

“I was concerned that 

because of the way we’re 
collecting money from just 
a few manufacturers, then 
we wouldn’t actually get 
that money (if  they pulled 
out of the state),” she said. 
“I understand the mission 
and the purpose, and we 
absolutely need to figure 
out how to fund this.”

Benson also worried 
the bill could force out 
of the state some smaller 
companies that provide 
important post-surgical 
pain management tools.

Despite her concerns 
with the bill, she said she 
appreciates much of what 
the bill does and says it  
“(lets) manufacturers and 
prescribers know that 
we’re not going to take our 
eyes off  this.”

Sen. John Hoffman, 
DFL-Champlin, said he 
thinks the legislation is a 
good start on addressing 
the problem, and he hopes 
the bill that emerges from 
the conference committee 
gives the advisory council 
“some teeth.”

Sen. Jerry Newton, 
DFL-Coon Rapids, said, 
“It’s heartening to know 
legislators on both sides 
of the aisle recognize that 
this is indeed an epidemic 
and it is about time that 
those who are profiting 
from the sale of opioids 
take responsibility for 
their over-prescription 
and pay a price.”

Both the House and 
Senate bills include re-
porting requirements to 
help the Legislature track 
whether money is being 
spent effectively to help 
curb opioid addiction and 
overdoses.

Reporters Connor Cum-
miskey and Paige Kieffer 
contributed to this story.

By Peter Bodley 
Contributing Writer

Site plans for an office/ware-
house building and self-storage 
facility were approved by the 
Coon Rapids Planning Com-
mission April 18.

JSN Properties, East Bethel, 
is proposing an 85,479-square-
foot office/warehouse in the 
Coon Rapids Industrial Park 
at 11201 Xeon St. NW, while 
Metro Storage is planning a 
three-story, 138,000-square-
foot, indoor self-storage busi-
ness at 3021 124th Ave. NW 
south of Main Street.

The application for the 
self-storage project was made 
just before a six-month morato-
rium imposed by the Coon Rap-

ids City Council on the develop-
ment, construction or expansion 
of self-storage facilities became 
effective in early March, accord-
ing to Planner Scott Harlicker.

The Metro Storage build-
ing on 2.73 acres of land zoned 
for general commercial use will 
be located across 124th Avenue 
from a single-family neighbor-
hood and contain about 1,084 
storage units with no outdoor 
storage and all units accessed 
from inside the building, Har-
licker said.

No one spoke at the public 
hearing.

The commission also ap-
proved a conditional use permit 
for the project and imposed sev-
eral conditions, which included 

additional landscaping, irriga-
tion of all landscaped areas and 
use of the same interior and ex-
terior warm color temperature 
lighting that was approved for a 
recently authorized self-storage 
facility at Foley Boulevard and 
101st Avenue.

According to information 
provided to the commission, 
Metro Storage is a family owned 
and operated business that 
opened its first business in 1973 
and has since grown to more 
than 140 locations in 16 states.

JSN Properties’ one-sto-
ry building with 12 warehouse 
loading doors will be located 
between Highway 10 and the 
Burlington-Northern Santa Fe 
Railway single-line tracks on 
9.25 acres of industrial-zoned 

vacant land, Harlicker said.
A small stream that runs di-

agonally across the north por-
tion of the site will be shifted 
farther to the north, allowing 
paving for access to the loading 
doors, while there is a large wet-
land on the south edge of the 
property, he said.

At the public hearing, a res-
ident who lives across the rail-
road tracks from the proposed 
building opposed the project be-
cause of noise and lights.

JSN Properties, which oper-
ates Designing Earth Contract-
ing Inc., currently rents space in 
East Bethel, Harlicker said.

A condition of approval is 
payment of a $31,200 park ded-
ication fee to the city prior to is-

suance of a building permit.
According to its website, De-

signing Earth Contracting is 
owned by Jesse and Stephanie 
Neumann, providing services to 
a five-state region that include 
site grading, excavating, utilities 
and stormwater management, 
general contracting, soils and 
minerals, erosion control, envi-
ronmental remediation, special-
ty contracting, infrastructure 
improvements and snow remov-
al.

Site plans do not go to the 
City Council for action unless 
there is an appeal from the plan-
ning commission decision.

Site plans for 2 projects approved in Coon Rapids

By Peter Bodley 
Contributing Writer

Contracts were award-
ed by the Coon Rapids 
City Council April 16 for 
four street maintenance 
projects covering 13 cities.

Since 2004, Coon 
Rapids has been the lead 
agency in a consortium of 
cities that seek competi-
tive bids for street mainte-
nance services by purchas-
ing the materials in bulk 
rather than individually to 
reduce costs, according to 
Tim Himmer, Coon Rap-
ids public works director.

Through the economies 
of scale, the participating 
cities save anywhere from 
3 to 7 percent on the cost 
of these projects, Himmer 
said.

The participating cities 
in the 2019 program have 
all signed off  on the low 
bids for seal coating, pave-
ment markings, crack seal-
ing and fog sealing follow-

ing a 30-day review period, 
he said.

The 13 cities are Ando-
ver, Anoka, Arden Hills, 
Brooklyn Center, Colum-
bia Heights, Circle Pines, 
Coon Rapids, East Beth-
el, Fridley, Ham Lake, 
Mahtomedi, Mounds 
View and St. Francis.

The low bids approved 
by the council were the to-
tal project costs, not just 
the Coon Rapids portion, 
Himmer said.

Allied Blacktop Com-
pany was awarded three 
of the contracts — seal 
coating, crack sealing 
($293,972) and fog sealing 
($298,484) — with AAA 
Striping Service Co. the 
low bidder for pavement 
markings work ($267,707).

According to Himmer, 
there was both a base bid 
($1.597 million) and an 
alternate bid ($1.591 mil-
lion) for the seal coating.

The base bid includes 
regular asphalt emulsion 

seal coat oil and trap ag-
gregate, but an alternate 
bid was requested because 
some member cities prefer 
granite aggregate on their 
projects, Himmer said.

Seal coating and crack 
sealing will start at soon as 
feasible and be completed 
by September, while pave-
ment marking services 
can last later in the year 
depending on the weather, 
he said.

Timing of the fog seal-
ing work will take place 
based on the timelines re-
quested by the cities, Him-
mer said.

According to Himmer, 
Coon Rapids will be seal 
coating 6.8 miles of streets 
and fog sealing 6.8 miles 
of streets plus 47 cul-de-
sacs as well as completing 
pavement markings and 
crack sealing.

Its portion of the to-
tal cost will be about 
$400,000, Himmer said.

Contracts awarded for 
street maintenance projects

State legislators work to address opioid crisis
Continued from Page 1A
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