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Aitkin County Walleye Tank

Submit your idea to increase economic 

development in Aitkin County and win cash!

1st Place is $1,000.00, 2nd is $500.00 3rd is $250.00 

Enter the Aitkin County Walleye Tank

At www.co.aitkin.mn.us by January 25th

Look for the walleye and the links for the

Fact Sheet and other helpful informaton

then fll out and submit the entry form. 

There are no bad ideas, businesses and

individuals are encouraged to apply.

Thanks to Aitkin County, Savanna Pallets

and Christne Nelson, Coldwell Banker.
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Vintage RunVintage RunVintage Run
9th Annual

February 9, 2019
Sno-Devils Club House
8491 Swan Lake Rd, Alborn, MN

Registration: 10:00 a.m. — $5.00
Ready to Ride: 12:00 p.m.
Award Ceremony: 5:00 p.m.
All sleds welcome, old and new. Trophies & 
Awards for vintage sleds ’92 and older.

If a lack of snow, the event will still be held at the 
Clubhouse. All trophies will be awarded

Route: Alborn, loop to Meadowlands, Prosit, and 
back to the Sno-Devils Club. Approx: 25 miles.

Come ride with 
us in the ...

FISHING CONTEST
Raffle

Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club

Raffle Ticket Drawing: $5
Must purchase ticket to participate  

in contest. Need not be present to win.

Noon to 3:00 p.m.

North on Hwy. 65 from McGregor, 
then 5 miles east on County Road 6, 

follow the signs.

on lake Minnewawa

FeBRUaRY 9, 2019

GRAND PRIZE: $2,000.00

2nd Place: $750 • 3rd Place: $250

$100 PRIZE for the largest fish in 
each category of Northern, 

Walleye and Panfish* $50 for 
FIRST fish weighed in* (*Excludes Perch.)

Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club, Inc. • Regulations according to Minnesota Laws • Lic. #01160

CRAPPIE: Molly Bernard caught 
this 17-18 inch crappie near 
Alborn. The record  
Minnesota crappie is 21 inches.

Congratulations Molly! 

Nice fish!

Biggest crappie 
they’ve ever seen

By Shari Horton

Dr. Dave Winegar, owner of the 
McGregor Area Dental Clinic, was the 
recipient of the 2018 McGregor Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s Business of 
the Year award. A plaque was presented 
to Dr. Winegar at the chamber’s annual 
business meeting and dinner on Jan. 
14. Dr. Winegar has been practicing 
dentistry in McGregor for 37 years and 
has been an active member of the com-
munity.

Winegar was born and raised in 
New Richland, Minn., on a 240-acre 
farm. He describes New Richland as a 
small town similar to McGregor where 
education was a priority. Winegar was 
one of six children – three boys and 
three girls. “My parents really believed 
in the importance of education,” said 
Winegar. Of the siblings, three are 
dentists and the others include a physi-
cian, chemical engineer and a bio-tech 
salesperson. 

After graduating from high school 
in 1970, Winegar went on to earn his 
bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Minnesota, majoring in biology. He 
then attained his master’s degree in 
environmental public health. Winegar 
worked for the Minnesota Health De-
partment for two years before starting 
dental school, from which he graduated 
in 1982. 

Winegar moved directly to Mc-
Gregor upon graduation since the 
McGregor Dental Clinic had been for 
sale for approximately a year at that 
time. Dr. Winegar purchased the dental 
practice from Dr. Virgil Mylan in 1982. 
“The clinic was located on Main Street 
where the current Riverwood Health-
care Clinic currently sits. It was a small 
practice with two chairs,” recalls Win-
egar, “and I saw about seven to nine 
patients a day in the beginning.” 

According to Winegar, fundrais-
ing efforts had begun in McGregor for 
a new medical and dental clinic in the 
early 70s. The dental office opened for 
business in August of 1976 and the 
medical clinic about a year later. By 
the mid-90s, both clinics were growing 
and in need of more space. Winegar 
made the decision to purchase the for-
mer Roadside Restaurant building on 
Highway 210 and remodeled it into the 
office he occupies today. A period of 
growth followed. “I went from having 
two operatory chairs to five and from 
employing three staff members to em-
ploying two assistants, two hygienists 
and three front desk staff. Between 25 
and 40 patients are currently seen on a 
daily basis at the clinic. 

“I honestly thought I’d retire before 
I saw digital x-rays and electronic 
charts,” says Winegar, when ponder-

A ful“filling” career McGregor Area Dental

DENTAL STAFF: Behind every good man there’s a good woman, but Dr. Dave Winegar 
has seven good women behind him—his staff, including Holly, Chelsea, Annette, Stacy, Emily 
and Evie. (Barb is not pictured.)

Clinic named 2018 Business of the Year
ing the changes in dentistry during his 
years in practice. New technology has 
reduced the exposure to radiation and 
to chemicals in the dentist’s office, such 
as those previously used to develop x-
rays on-site. 

Community, family, 
employees

Winegar was a McGregor Area 
Chamber of Commerce board member 
for several years and served as chamber 
president for one year. He served on 
the McGregor School Board for 13-14 
years and was the chairman for ap-
proximately five of those years. Winegar 
has also been a long standing member 
of the McGregor Lions Club, serving 
as president in 1987. He continues to 
serve on the Lions Club and is also a 
member of the Tamarack Sportsmen’s 
Club and the McGregor Auxiliary. Win-
egar enjoys his passion for gardening in 
his leisure time. 

Winegar has four boys, Dan-
iel, Joseph, Michael and Steven, all 
McGregor graduates. One son is a 
co-owner of a company that supplies 
abrasives; another is a dentist in Baxter, 
another an ICU nurse and one works 
for ERX Motor Park in Elk River. “Hats 
off to McGregor for being such a nice 
and safe place to raise children,” says 
Winegar. Currently, Winegar is enjoy-
ing “the next stage of life,” spending 
time with his five grandchildren and 
attending their events when possible. 

When Stacy Bohn, one of Winegar’s 
employees, presented him with the 
Business of the Year award, she noted, 
“There’s a saying that behind every 
good man there’s a good woman. This 
man has seven good women behind 
him.” Winegar agrees wholeheart-
edly. “There are so many other people 
deserving of this recognition, but you 
don’t get an award like this without 
having employees that are community 
ambassadors for you. All of my em-
ployees have been with me for a very 
long time,” notes Winegar. He says his 
employees are active in various com-
munity organizations and are raising 
families, and he is very proud of them. 
“They are great.”

“I think I’ve done a world of good 
for a lot of people from all walks of 
life,” said Winegar, humbly. “I’m very 
appreciative of the community’s sup-
port of my practice over the years. I’m 
now working with the fourth generation 
of some families.” 

While Winegar admits fleeting 
thoughts of retirement sometimes 
sweep through his mind, he has no 
imminent plans to do so. “I still enjoy 
what I do and I’ve always enjoyed Mc-
Gregor and this community.”

“
“I’m very appreciative of the community’s support 
of my practice over the years. I’m now working 
with the fourth generation of some families.”

— Dr. Dave Winegar


